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Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 495 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this release. 

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, 
you may request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to - Work Process 
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOlPA Request 
Number in your correspondence. 

For your information. Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.qov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOlPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through 01 P's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site: 
https://foiaonline.requlations.qov/foia/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.” Please cite the FOlPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 


You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oqis@nara.qov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.qov . If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOlPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 



David M. Flardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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I haye reviewed the attached memorandum addressed. to: . j 

you ty li5r. Lester under date of December 10, 1935 > concerning. .the 

experiments conducted by Dr. George Estabrooks, Professor of .ij 

Psychology at Colgate in the use of practical and applied hypnotism. 

I believe that the Bureau’s time would be well spent if some 
employee having a scholastic background in psychology were auth- 
orized to spend as much time as is necessary with Dr. Estabrooks for 
the purpose of developing his technique and obtaining the benefit of 
his experience. I believe that hypnotism has wonderful possibilities 
in the investigative field and have noticed a number of articles in 
the past year dealing with the success encountered by various European 
agencies, particularly, I believe, in Hungary, in the use of hypnotism 
during the course of questioning of subjects. 
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Practical hj^notism as\applied by 
Dr. GeorgeSKstabrooks of^olgate 
University Ffeciilty. ' 
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While in Colgate University^ to fill speaking engagements on 
December 9, 1935, Dr, George Estabrooks, Professor . of Psychology at Colgate, 
outlined to me a plan of practical and applied hypnotism and asked my 
opinion concerning it. 

Dr. Estabrooks has made considerable research into this subject 
and has been encouraged therein by Dr, George B. Cutten, President of 
Colgate University, a psychologist of some note himself who published some 
outstanding works about twenty years ago on this subject. Dr. Cutten 
informed me that he had witnessed many of Dr. Estabrooks' experiments and 
that they were marvelous in their results. 
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use the eyes in this method but a gentle massage of certain portions of the 
neck. As he explained the theory, the hypnotized person does not realize 
that he has been hypnotized. He has made hundreds of experiments in the last 
two years, particularly with CCC Camp members, and says that the system is 
absolutely infallible . He says that persons, while asleep from this method, 
will answer any questions propounded to them absolutely truthfully. He has 
also worked out a test, dealing with the reflex of certain muscles of the hand, 
vfhich he states positively shows whether the subject is actually asleep or 
is "faking" sleep. 

Dr. Estabrooks has had correspondence with certain members of the 
Military Intelligence Units of the Army and Navy and they have assured him 
that they are very enthusiastic concerning his work along these lines. He 
has been Invited to come to Washington and give practical demonstrations before 
representatives of the Military Intelligence Units of botb -t hp. -. Ariigr.^nd-Jte 3^ -,^- — y, ^ 
these Units to furnish him subjects for demonstrations.! / n m 

RECORDED 

I informed him that you v/ere tremendously in-teiideiiedllu.matterlsi of-L'; i j.V: iC,.| 
this kind and that they might have some possible use in crimlnola^ej^i work. 

I assured him that, upon the occasion of his visit to Washington,^^ Wc^Ady^ry • I 
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niach like to have him meet our Technical Laboratory experts and have a 
confidential discussion nvith them. 

Dr. Estabrooks assured me that his theory was absolutely 
"fool proof" and could be practicedby anyone without the slightest danger 
to the subject. I knew Dr. Estabrooks very well as a student at Oxford 
University and believe that his system contains great possibilities in 
criminslogical work. He informed me that he had been keeping it entirely 
secret and that it had been made known only to the Intelligence Units of 
the Army and Navy, Because of ny personal friendship with Dr. Estabrooks, 

I feel certain that, if you so desire, I can make arrangements for him to 
discuss his theory with Mr, Coffey or other members of the Technical 
Laboratory staff, explain the results he has obtained to them in detail 
and, if desirable, give actual demonstrations. If he has a successful 
method, and it seems to me that he has, the Bureau could easily obtain very 
favorable publicity concerning the development of this theory, if and when 
Dr, Estabrooks decided to make it known to the world. 

Incidentally, Dr. Estabrooks’ idea is not to make money for himself 
but to aid the world generally, particularly shell-shocked and gased 
soldiers. Dr. Estabrooks was overseas several years with the Canadian 
Armies and had an enviable service record with them. 

I suggest, in this connection, that Dr. Estabrooks might be given 
serious consideration as a lecturer on practical and applied psychology, 
to appear before some of the subsequent Police Training Schools conducted 
by the Bureau. 

I feel that the Bureau has everything to gain and nothing to lose 
by discussing with Dr. Estabrooks, through its technical experts, his theory 
of applied hypnotism. 


Respectfully, 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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y The Executives’ Conference took up for consideration a matter out- 

'I f lined in Mr. Lester’s memorandum of December 10th and Mr. Tajimi’s memoran- 
I' dum of December 24, 1935, relative to a method developed by Dr. George 
J l^stabrooks, Prgfessor of Psycholo^ a^Colgate University, of putting v ^ [' 
individuals to sleep Vidthout their Icnot/ledge that they are being hypnotise^' 

I Dr. Estabrooks was a classmate of fir. Lester at Oxford University and durim 
4 Mr. Lester’s recent visit to Colgate University he ivas informed by Dr. ^ 

Estabrooks that he had m.ade hundreds of experiments within the last few “ 

years, particularly vd.th CCC Camp members and states that the system 
f which he has evolved is absolutely infallible. In hypnotizing the individuals 
f he does not use the eyes, but massages certain portions of the neck. Mr. 

Tamm, in his memorandum, states that he believes the Bureau’s time would be 
I well spent if some employee having a scholastic background in psychology' were 

I authorized to devote the requisite amount of time with Dr. Estabrooks for the 

^ purpose of developing his technique and obtaining the benefit iof his experience, 
■J as he believes that it has possibilities in the investigative field. Mr. Lester 
suiggests that it might be desirable- to have someone in the Laboratory have this 
i,' theory explained, and witness some actual demonstrations and believes that the 
^ Bureau could easily obtain very favorable publicity concerning the development 
X7 oi* "the theory. 

i 

^ The Conference was opposed to devoting any considerable time to a study 

^ of this method, as it felt that 'the B-ureau should, be, very circumspect in any 

r action regarding the application of this technique,. It believes that it would 

be very -undesirable to have any publicity in connection -with this procedure, 
but feels that it might be casually followed up by som-e representative of 
the B-ureau, and recommends that s.ince Rtr.' Nathan will be in New York State 
within the vicinity of the University in- a short time that he be authorised to 
tactfully contact Dr. Estabrooks wi-th a.: view to ob-baining information regard- 
ing this subject. 

Those present '.at the Conference were Messrs. Tolson, Nathan, Clegg, 
Edwards, Tamm, Coffey, Tracy, Glavin and Quinn. 
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The Executive Conference considered a rneraorandumjT^ 
dated May 25, 1936, submi'Wed by J/Fp. Nathan relative to hi!;s 
visit with Professor G.^^Estabrooks , Professor of Psychcjilo'gy' ' 
and Vocational Director a^^ ^l ^jeThiiversity. Mr. NathaiG'ILI-«i-:^ 
suggested that Professor Estabrooks be invited to address the 
Bureau’s Police Training School and while he is here, as his 
expenses will be paid for the above purpose, he can be provided 
with an opportunity to further discuss and demonstrate the 
technique oi ^hypnotism and its application to law enforceraent 
problems . 


‘The Executive Conference believed that Professor 
Estabrooks raight properly be invited to talk before the Bureau’s 
training school for Special Agents, but thought it best not to 
ask him to talk before the Police Training School at this time. 
He can be assigned ’ to. discuss some subject in the field of the 
application of psychology to lav/ enforcement without reference 
to hypnotism. ■ , ■ 

If this recommendation is approved, there is attached 
hereto a memorandum addressed to Mr. Clegg to effect this 
purpose . 


Those present at this conference were Messrs. Tolson, 


Nathan, Quinn 
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j i Mr.yScheidt- 


I was at Hamilton, New York, the seat of Colgate Dniversilp^- 
on May 16 and 17, 1936. While there I conferred at length with rhss Gandy. 

Professor G. H. Estabrooks, who is Professor of Psychology and alsc — 

Vocation^ Director of the students at Colgate. I also conferred 

with Dr. Cutten, the President of the University. 

Professor Estabrooks has been conducting experiments in 
hypnotism for a little while and Dr. Cutten has been interested in 
hypnotism for many years. Dr. Cutten is in his sixties and has pub- 
lished certain books and articles concerning hypnotism, which he wrote 
while at Yale University some years ago. He was an associate of lead- 
ing psychologists interested in hypnotism at that time, such as the 
late Professor Munsterberg of Harvard. 

Professor Estabrooks demonstrated his ability to hypnotize 
certain subjects by placing under hypnotic influence three students 
of the University. The students were of the scholarly type. One was 
a senior and the other two were sophomores. The subjects were apparently 
put under hypnotic influence without trouble. While under the influence 
they were given certain post-hypnotic suggestions, such as looking in a 
book at their side, looking up certain references therein, and making 
statements in connection therewith. The experiments proceeded in an 
entirely successful manner. 

Inquiry developed . statements by both Professor Estabrooks and 
President Cutten to the effect that the hypnotic process can to date only 
be applied to volimtary subjects, who will place themselves entirely 
under the guidance of the hypnotizing practitioner. Of course, I pointed 
out that in the application of hypnotism to criminals, the criminals would 
obviously not be cooperative. The matter was discussed at some length 
during the two days I was there and it was thought possible that if the 
hypnotizing practitioner could be introduced to the criminal in the guise 
of a physician, who would recommend entire quiet to him, in this manner 
the subject might place himself in a condition whereby the hypnotizing 
process would be successful. This is, of course, possible. The technique 
would have to be evolved by practice, in accordance with the circumstances 
of each individual case. f, i -h — 
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Professor Estabrooks had certain ideas relative to the use of 
hypnotism during war time, such as placing a messenger under hypnotic 
influence, giving him a message to be delivered at a distance, and also 
affording him the post-hypnotic suggestion- that this message should be 
delivered to no person except upon the disclosure of certain code words. 

I told him I did not see how this particular phase of the matter would 
be of professional interest to the Bureau and he agreed with me. 

The hypnotic technique seems simple. It should be understood, 
however, that Professor Estabrooks pointed out that only one in five 
individuals is an appropriate hypnotic subject, and that, as stated in 
the foregoing, the subjects must cooperate to the fullest extent with 
the practitioner. 

Professor Estabrooks was of the opinion that the process could 
be demonstrated to a selected group of Bureau representatives in six 
days. The technique, as I observed it, if it co^lld be imparted at all, 
could certainly be imparted in six days to Bureau representatives, I am 
of the opinion, however, that certain indefinable qualities must be 
possessed by said Bxireau representatives. Just what these qualities 
are I am unable to state. 

Of course, there is ample room for deception in cases of hypnotism, 
inasmuch as the subject might feign hypnotic sleep and perform actions in 
accordance with post-hypnotic suggestions v^diich hb naturally would hear 
during his feigned, sleep. Professor Estabrooks pointed out, however, 
that he possessed a certain instrument called, as I recall it, the psycho- 
galvanometer, which . afforded a sure test as to whether the subject was 
sleeping or otherwise. 

During the tests Professor Estabrooks transferred "control" from 
himself to myself, in order that I might ask the subject certain questions 
during the hypnotic trsince. He answered all questions asked and appeared 
to have a better memory dviring the trance than when fully conscious. 

This, I was told by both President Cutten and Dr, Estabrooks, is in accord- 
ance with their research activities. Hypnotized subjects possess a much 
clearer memory when vmder the influence than otherwise. Professor Esta- 
brooks pointed out that a subject accustomed to the hypnotic control of 
one individual gould not be hypnotized by another individual, so for this 
reason I tried ho hypnotic experiments with his subjects myself. 
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My recommendation ie as follows: 

I am of the opinion that the Bureau, particularly the Laboratory, 
should engage in every possible research activity along lines of modern 
scientific law enforcement interest. I am of the opinion that Professor 
Estabrooks should be invited to come to Washington to address the next 
Police Training School, but not along the line of hypnotism. His subject 
is psychology and he could address the class on this subject. From what 
I could observe, he could deliver as interesting a lecture as the other 
outside scholars. He appeared to be much interested in young people and 
is probably a good instructor. While here in Washington, the Bureau could 
avail itself of his seinrices for the purpose of taking a selected group 
of say supervisors and Laboratory experts, for the purpose of demonstrating 
upon them and to them his hypnotic process. Possibly in that group we 
could find certain subjects who could be hypnotized and in that same group 
certain subjects who, by reason of continued experiments on the individuals 
hypnotized, coiild develop the techidque. 

It all seems a little visionary, but I am of the opinion that 
proper research activity should be conducted. If this is accomplished, 
however, and particularly if any success is attained therein, it is 
highly desirable that the strictest secrecy be observed as to the Bureau’s 
work along this line, inasmuch as any publicity would have an tindesirable 
effect upon possible future criminal subjects, inasmuch as they would be 
on their guard against hypnotic suggestions.; 

Professor Estabrooks was of the opinion that through the Bureau 
he coxjld obtain access to criminals in jails. This would vindoubtedly be 
a splendid idea, but I pointed out to him that the jails. Federal or 
otherwise, were not under the control of the Bureau and that the Bureau's 
influence with jail officers might be harmful to him rather than helpful. 


Professor Estabrooks would be entirely willing to come to 
Washington for the purpose indicated in the foregoing. His expenses, 
of course, would have to be paid, inasmuch as I gathered that his 
compensation was not particularly remunerative. 

President Cutten desired to send his regards to the Director 
and stated that he would be willing at all, times to assist in every 
possible manner and. reply to any requests for advice or suggestions. 

Dr. Cutten impressed me very favorably, both as a schcOnr and as a practical 
man. He has had long experience and is an educator of considerable stand- 
ing and influence, from all I could gather. I would rely much upon Dr. 
Cutten. 

Very tr-uly yotirs. 



H, Nathsin. 





Ro: £y. Ooorg© Hp’Ratabxooke. 


I took Er, Georga H, Eetobrooke of Golgato t-nlTeroity* 

Qafl Eir. a. ?, Coffs^t ^0 lunoh today* 

Tjp* nstobrooScs ii?s 8 very entkuilaitio in hio eowaaat* upon 
ts© Bureau *0 laboratory and eteted that it was fer beyond ble 
eipaotstlono end that he r&e isoat agreeably aurprlaed to find ho» 
up to det© it ues end «bat fine of^uipnent It poeeaesea* 

The three of ua discuseed scat tare of lautuBl intereat* 
portioulariy in connection with Dr, Catebrooka* pet aubjeet of 
practical hypnoala. 

£:r, Coffey, I preaune, will aubalt a detailed raRnorendupi 
concerning Dr, l^stabrooke* eiiperiaBenta in the Bureau end I here naked 
rjT, Coffey to notify ae ao that I could elt in on ooa© of Cr, Setabrooke* 
deiaonatratioaa, if poaelble. 


Reopectfully, 


n, a. B, Leater, 




RBCOKDEi* 
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August 4, 1936 

REOORDRTI S' 

^ Professor G, H, Sstabrooks, 

J Department of Psychology, 

(j Colgate llniver£?ity, 

Hamilton, Net? York, 

My dear Professors 

I want you to know that I thoroughly appreciate the 
valuable time which you gave to the Bureau during the past 
week, Hnforttinately I shj not able to attend the domonstrc- 
tioa which was given on the evening of July 3l3t, but I hove 
studied with great interest the reports on the same wMch I 
received from those present. Fully aware of the obstacles 
in the path of practical application of these principles, I 
nevertheless feel that the whole problem is worthy of careful 
study , 

Xotir lecture before the Special Agents on Saturdey 
morning was very well received and I want to thsnk you for 
cooptiratlng to this extent with our training school division. 

Hr, Acers has advised as of the great intereht you 
evidenced in the t5ork of the Bureau when he showed you around 
and I take this opportunity to advise you that yom* finger- 
prints have been duly recorded and are being placed in the 
Personal Identification section of the fingerprint files, 

- • . I hope that in connection -nith any further work which 

Mr. Ncithanyou --might do along the line of the demonstration here, you 
I tz~. Toison sill --not hesitate, to communicate freely with the Bureau in 
I Mr. 3-i<-!)naay— matter which may be of mutual interest. 


Sincerely yours. 


.‘r, i-* '.iiT/orth 


Lc:t?r 


. C^inn 




SJOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
i DIRECTOR 


EPC:JM 


ral Piimui xd ^niissitgaltocn: 

p. ^epwdxttsat of ^itstice 
Piasljmgton, p. d, 

August 3> 1936 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. EDWARDS. 


Speciall^emonstration on 
hypn ^ic tig cjmicwe by Dr. 
G. HxE^abrooks. 


Mr. Toisou 

I\ir. Baitghinan . 


Mr. CIsgg 
Mr. Coffey 
' Mr. Dav/sey . 


Mr. Edwards - 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth 

E Mr. Giavin 


Mr. Joseph .. 
Mr. Looter ... 
&Ir. Nichole . 


Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Schlider . 
Tamm 


Mr. Tracy.— 
Mi&o Gandy. 


The following report is submitted concerning the special demonstra- 
tion on hypnotic technique by Dr. G. H. Egtabrooks before the Executive Con- 
ference and several members of the Laboratory at 8 o’clock P. M. July 31, 1936. 
On the whole the demonstration was fairly impressive. It must be remembered 
that hypnotic technique involves the use of conditioned subjects and this con- 
ditioning apparently takes some time, the more time devoted to it, apparently, 
the more effective the results. In this regard Dr. Estabrooks was somewhat 
handicapped having but a five day period here in Washington in which to con- 
dition the two subjects. Of course, it is realized that the very same prob- 
lem constitutes one of the biggest obstacles to the possible use of any such 
technique from the practical investigative standpoint. 

In the first demonstration given, Mr. D, J. Parsons of the Labora- 
tory was put in a hypnotic state by Dr. Estabrooks in a period of about one 
minute, using suggestions only, that is no artificial gadgets such as lights, 
mirrors or otherwise were used. The Doctor after giving a signal which had 
previously been suggested on a number of times under l^y^pnosls to- Parsons and 
which constituted lighting a cigarette, then proceeded orally suggesting 
that Parsons was going into a relaxed state. He kept the subject in this 
state for a period of four or five minutes during which he caused him to 
rigidly stiffen his arm, rotate his hands in a certain specified manner and 
also asked simple questions as for instance, "Did you go to Quantico today?" 
to which he was successful in receiving replies. Upon returning to conscious- 
ness, Parsons had but a very vague memory of what took place. 

In his second demonstration he used Mr. R. A. Lovett of the 
Technical Laboratory, using an even quieter technique. He appeared to be 
successful in causing hypnotic sleep in perhaps thirty seconds with this 
subject. Throughout this test he merely questioned the subject putting 

simple questions and getting simple yes and no answ6rs.,—exGept‘Where-the- — — 

subject gave his street address upon request. | ^ H 

Following this he demonstrated and explained the use 'of ’the' -techv; ii. J 
nique where it involved a victrola record prepared by him. ^^Lat^pn he gave 
a demonstration of the effectiveness of the victrola i^e^col'd,^ dur]^ which- 
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time both of the above-named subjects again went into a l^pnotic state under 
the sole influence of the victrola record. This record is one of br. Esta- 
brooks' voice and was made in the Laboratory. It runs for seven minutes. 

Subsequently Dr. Estabrooks undertook a description and explanation 
of the fundaments and possible application of hypnosis and after his own 
explanation invited questions, many of which were put to him by the members 
of the Bureau present. Dr. Estabrooks admitted the difficulty of approaching 
the criminal subject under suitable pretext, but thinks it can be worked out. 

He mentioned experimental work which he expects to conduct with subjects of 
the criminal type in Utica, New lork in collaboration with the Sheriff's 
office. He hopes that he will be able to develop certain of these individuals 
into excellent informants who will go out and seek information influenced by 
suggestions made to them in hypnosis and will later report back only when 
hypnotized the information they have gathered, the important point in Esta- 
brooks' theory being that the subject himself would have no conscious knowledge 
of the information he was carrying nor would he be aware of the fact that he was 
being an informant. Estabrooks also pointed out the possibility of its use 
on witnesses, particularly children, in an effort to better open up their 
minds to truthftil detail in their statements. 

In general he appears unusually cooperative and willing to help the 
Bttreau in any way that he can, either in experimental work or in practical 
work of any kind, I got the impression from him, for instance, that should 
the Btireau itself be confronted with an emergency situation of some nature 
which might require the advice or assistance of a p^chologist trained in 
matters of psychiatry and hypnotism, that he woiild be perfectly willing and 
in fact, anxious to give his time to the problem and proceed, if necessary, 
to ai^ part of the country in order to help on the same. He fvirther 
indicated that he is planning to continue his experiments quite extensively 
in Colgate University and invited the Bureau to have me or some other repre- 
sentative of the Bvjreau visit there occasionally and examine the work being 
done to make suggestions and if need be, to ask for the consideration of any 
special problem. 

All in all I feel that the fundamental principles of hypnotism have 
been adequately demonstrated by Dr. Estabrooks on his visit here and are not 
being disputed. The real problem as it seems to me is that of any practical 
application of these principles. I think we should all give some thought and 
consideration to the possibility of obtaining any value which might exist in 
such methods applied to interrogation work, particularly in special or unusual 
instances which might confront the Bureau. I do not see where we can lay down 


r 


Memo for Mr. Edwards 


August 3 , 1936 


any definite program for this, however, except to keep in touch and on 
friendly terms with Dr. Estabrooks and keep up to date on his experiments 
and as opportunity might present itself in connection with the actual 
work of the Bureau where everything is not only ideal from the subject 
standpoint, but absolutely safe from the Bureau’s standpoint, per^ps 
enlist the aid of Dr. Estabrooks. . / 


Saturday afternoon Mr. Acers took Dr. Estabrooks on e^ ovcr^ 
of the Bureau at which time he was fingerprinted. I am attaching a 
letter for the Director's signatvu-e thanking the Doctor for his visit 
here and acknowledging the fingerprint card. 

Respectfully, 


I ^ 

E. P. Coffey.* 


COLG^ITE TMIVER3ITY 
Eamilton, N. Y. 


Placement Bureau 


LIr. J.. E. Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
U,. E. Department of Justice ■ 
Washington, D. C. 


August 7, 1836, 


^3 


Dear Ivlr.^ Hoover; 


' I want to thank you for your letter of August 4th. I 

hardly need tell you that I most thoroughly enjoyed my Washington trip' 
and obtained, I hope, a real insight into the nature of the Bureau's problem. 

It vias extremely good of you to alloiv me the spare time 
in which to contact the other agencies who had expressed interest in my work. 
I feel ■'that as a result we are now in a position to discuss developments in 
a much more intelligent manner. 

Since my return, I have been following a lead which will, I 
hope, enable me to give you folks a definite answer to one of the major 
problems which v/ere discussed in the Friday conference. I will communicate 
with you more fully as soon as we are in a position to undertake experimental 
work along these lines. 

Do please give rty sincerest regards to Lh*. Nathan, Ifr. Coffey, 
and the many other members of the Bureau vjhom I met. I regret exceedingly 
that you were not able to attend the demonstration in question, but I realize 
that after all there are more important , things in yom' office than watching 
the detailed research work which may come in. 

I assure you that both Dr. Cutter, and myself are extremely 
interested in the nat\ire of these problems and will do everything vje can 
to assist' in' their solution. 


Sincerely yours. 


CD 

G. H. Estabrooks. 
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J 


Dr, 0, H, Estabrooka, 
Colgate Onlverslty, 
Haailton, Hew fork. 


'j; 

fa 

-I Dear Dr. Eatabrooksr 

X have your letter of August 17th, s'hich I 
have carefully considered* I feel that it would be 
' well to go rather slowly ia conducting the ©xperiraents 

to which you refer, that is, so far as any official 
formal or any iaforaal Bureau approval is concerned. 

There ere certain definite difficulties ia the icstter 
of experimenting In th© use of drugs and anesthetics, 

I have, of course, complete and eutir© eonfidenc# in 
you, and it nay well be that this conridenca could be 
extended to oih&r prominent reseax'Sh experts. Frankly, 
however, ia view of the extremely delicate character of 
the work which it is conteaplnted will be performed, I 
would much prefer to delay it, so far as the Bureau is 
in any manner concerned, until a later date, certainly 
until Mr, Coffey or son* other Bureau official has the 
opportunity to go into this matter more in detail with 
*1 you. The circumetanees indicate that it will be possible 

‘ ' ■; to discuss this further sometime later- in the fall, 

•1 r if: Ta. . . - ■ ij 

■' ' !j I an certain that' you will understand fully my 

' ’ ll position ia this matter and will appreeiato the importance 

’ " !' of toe issues involved. 




Sincerely yours. 



\ 


Cj 


/ 4 f.. 


John Edgar Hoover, 


Director, 




•jty •• 


JOHW EDGAR HOOVER 
^DltSECTOR 


EPCsMM 

62-39979-6 


J[ghEral ^uremi of 

^ ^^arbnmt of ^wsitce 
5®aal{mgtet, ®. 

August 21, 1936 . 


MEfllORMDTJM FOR MR. NATHAN. 

Re: Doctor G. H. Estabrooks' experiments 

regarding developing the hypnotic state 
in experimental subjects. 





Doctor G. H. Estabrooks* letter of August 17, 1936 advises 
that he has arranged with the Superintendent of the Psychiatric Hospital 
at Syracuse and with Doctors Dooley and Buettner of the Syracuse Medical 
School to conduct experiments up there for this Bureau, using various 
drugs and anaesthetics as an aid to developing the hypnotic state in the 
experimental subjects. He further states that State Commissioner Parsons 
has placed his okay on the project and he seeks the permission of the 
Director to carry on the experiments. He also infers that Doctor Buettner, 
the anaesthetist, shoTold be reimbiirsed, if possible, for time and materials, 
although the Doctor would be willing to contribute them gratis if they 
could not be paid for. He further suggests that it might be a good 
idea for me or some representative of the Bureau to confer up there wltlr 
the group before the work began and/or to be present at the first series 
of experiments ’’with a view to keeping us on the right track" , 

It looks as though Doctor Estabrooks is really moving ahead ^ 
with this thing; in fact, he seems to be going a good deal further than 1 
he indicated when he was here at the Bureau. Of course, no suggestion j 
was given to him here to the effect that the Bureau could take piart in I 
the conduct of experiments utilizing drugs and serums. As a natter of N 
fact he was distinctly told (and the reasons explained to him) that the 
Btireau could not officially be connected with such experiments. At the 
same time I think his enthusiasm should be encouraged wherever the 
Bureau can safely do so and for that matter, I can see no harm in these t 

gentlemen going ahead with their experiments on their own initiative, 1 

provided th^ do not use the Bureau as authority for their so doing. I 1 
further think it might be well, if possible, to arrange some compensa- I 
tion for Doctor Buettner if he is going to put time and material in the / 
experiments, although at the moment I am frank to admit that I do not 
yet know how the Bureau covild reimburse him and yet not be connected 
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with the experiments. 

We have previously made inquiries into the use of truth 
serums and have observed some experiments and have conferred with 
various doctors but we have always stopped short of the actual 
conduct of experiments ourselves or where our name was connected 
due to the remote but always present danger of injury or death to a 
subject of the experiment, as well as the danger of adverse press 
criticism for doing work of this kind. 

-It' might be well for me to go up there and try to straighten 
these gentlemen out and perhaps the Executive Conference would wish 
to consider the whole subject. 

Respectfully, 



E. P. Coffey. 


Addendum: 

i 

Dr. Estabrooks* letter which is attached will require a reply. 


^COLGift^TEJ^NIVERSITY 
HAMILTON^ N. Y. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


yrJ 

August 17, 1936 X, 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover - 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 


A/n Permit me to thank you for the check covering my expenses while in 
^ Washington. 

Since my return, I have been particularly interested in one phase 
of the problem v/hich seems of possible use to the Bureau; namely, 
that question of the use of drugs as an aid to hypnosis or any 
allied condition. 

With this end in view, I have made several trips to Syracuse and 
have arranged the following set-up which I hope will meet with 
your approval. Dr. Steckel, Superintendent of the Psychiatric 
Hospital, which is a branch of the hospital attached to the 
Syracuse Medical School, has obtained permission from State- 
Commissioner Parsons to carry on research work with the so-called . 
"Court Cases", These are cases of delinquency placed in the 
institution by the court for a thirty-day observation period. Very 
much the type of case with which you folks have at times to deal. 

Dr. Steckel agrees ^withyoun permission to permit such experiments 
as you may suggest. ^ 

Through the good offices of Dr. Steckel and Dr. Dooley of the 
University Medical School, I succeeded in Interesting Dr. Buettner, 
acknowledged as the best anaesthetist in Syracuse. He is 
particularly interested in the possibilities presented by nitrous 
oxide and also by the various other drugs v/hich might be used in 
such cases. I saw him this morning and am quite convinced that 
he wil], attack the problem in a very open-minded yet critical 
manner . 

This combination of doctors, I am convinced, would give us pretty 
much the set-up we need-Dr. Steckel being the supervisor of a 
large hospital. Dr. Dooley, one of our national authorities on 
hypnotic drugs, and Dr. Buettner, a really high grade anaesthetist. 

It would then be possible to attack the problem from a really 
scientific anglb and discover just to what extent these drugs in 
conjunction with hypnotism could aid in obtaining information. 

It would be possible for us to begin this research at almost any 
time that the cases are ready in the hospital. Ideally, it might 
be a good idea if someone, say Mr. Coffey, could meet this group 
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HAMILTON, N. Y. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


2-Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

before the work began or be present at the first series ^of experi- 
ments with a view to keeping us on the right track. This would not, 
of course, be essential. 

Would it be at all possible for Dr. Buettner to receive some com- 
pensation for the time and the materials which he might use^ I 
told him that I would mention this question to you and he replied 
that, while he would be extremely glad to receive such compensation, 
he would be willing to contribute time and materials for the further- 
ance of the cause, 

I would greatly appreciate your reactions to this set-up. Do 
please give my very sincerest regards to Mr. Nathan, Mr. Clegg, and 
the many others whom I met at the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Most sincerely yoizrs 


CtHE:w 


G, H. Estabrooks 



reooeded 


mjios 
hz Sim-1 


Scpteieber 3^ X936» 


A Dr, 0, H. Estfcbrook#, 
Colgat# DnlT«r»ity, 
Haalltonf Saw Xork* 


Dear Dr, Eet&brooksi 


With reference to yoxir letter of August 28, 1936, 
the Bureau has since received tee request of the Torch Club 
for a speaker before their dinner on October 19th and I 
hare deaignated Itr, S, P, Coffey to fulfill this engageaent. 


Accordingly, I think your suggestion is veil taken 
that 8(r* Coffey utilise this opportunity to confer further 
with yon while he Is in the vieiaity and he will therefore 
plan to be in fftlca all day of the 19te and if necessary 
stay over ^tll the 20tb provided these dates will conveniently 
fit in with your plans at tiat tine* 


Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
'7 Federal Bureau of Investigation 
/ Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 
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A ~p** 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 


I wish to thank you for yoiirs of August 24, I appreciate the , -■ 

situation and will proceed no further v/ith this particular angia—- 
until Mr. Coffey or some other official from the Bureau has had 
the opportunity of meeting the men In question. I believe that 


you are being requested to send Mr, . Cof.^e 2 ; to Utica to talk before 
the Torch Club In October. This is coming from the\ 


Torch Club, and, if it could bo arranged, I could more or less^^— - 
point towards this date with a vlev/ to showing him practically any 
phase of the subject he might wish to see. 


In the meantime, I am continuing with my usual research interests^ 
the results of which I feel certain he will be glad to^viewes 


Dr.Hcutten sends his best regards to Mr. Nathan and I vrish 7 /ou 
v/ould extend ray best wishes to the many members ^Qf.,,nhP'.=Bureau - ----- 

v/hom. I had the opportunity of meeting, 1/ ^ €i 0 

KEcoPDFn / 7 


Most cordially yburs 




GHS:w 






A 




G. H.^stabrool? 




z' 








JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
■T* DIRECTOR 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


« iThxnv3-_._ y 

'osy I 

1 I 

le^orti 

In.... j 

I Mr. Karbo j 

JcGSpil j 

[ Mr, Lee'^er | 

I Mr. Nlcbcla 

■;^' 


M c" Gr^dy. 


An Executives Conference, held today, at which 
there were present Messrs. Tolson, Quinn, Tamm, Clegg, 
Foxworth, Schilder and Nathan, gave further consideration > 
to the matter of Executives Conference action of September 
4, 1936 relative to the continuation of^ypnotic experiments 
with Professoi^Estabrooks. -===»»===== 

-*4^'' 1 j 

It. was decided by the Conference that, inasmuch 
as Mr. Coffey is to speak in Utica, New York in October, \ 
it would be appropriate for him at that time to confer at 
length with Professor Estabrooks with a view to ascertain- 
ing whether it woiJLLd be advisable to make arrangements to 
send a Bureau representative for a ftirther two weeks stiody 
with Professor Estabrooks, in order that said Bureau repre- 
sentative might be developed to perform hypnotic work him- 
self. , 

Respectfully, 

For the Conference, 




4^ 


4:^ 


Clyde Tolson, 
Chairman. 


all information CONTAlg ^ 

herein 13 


T. D. Quinn,. | / O 

Secretary. 
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September 4 » 1936 



I Mr. 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


?-Ir. '’i’iiam .. 
' TvSi’i Tracy... 
Miss Gandy, 


The ^ecutivee Conference, consisting of Messrs." ' 
Tamm, Clegg, Quinn, Lester, Foxworth, Schilder and Nathan, LdI- 
considered the suggestions contained in Mr. Tamm’s memorandum 
of August 6 , 1936, relative to the continuation of experiments 
in hypnosis for criminal investigations. After some discussion 
the Conference split as follows: 

Mr. Clegg thought we should write a letter to Colgate every tvro 
months or so to ascertain how Professor Estabrooks is getting 
along. 

Messrs. Lester, Foxworth and Tamm thought we should send a man 
from the Laboratory to Colgate to study further with Professor 
Estabrooks for a period of approximately two weeks. 


Messrs. Quirm, Schilder and Nathan thought that further t4 
ejrperimentation , ^d study shoiild be conducted by the Bureau ^ 
Laboratory. Mr. Schilder stated he saw no objection to writing § 
a letter every couple of months. ^ 




• JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
‘ DIRECTOR 

J. .. ^ 

EAT: Tiff 


'^mmu of (Srilr^sttgcritmt 
pi. ^^artntcwt of HJwsitcc 
^aslrmgtoit, 

August 6 , 1936 
MEMORANDM FOR THE DIRECTOR 



ToLsonJ 


Ban^hmaii ..... 
Mr. CoffeyVi.. 


LdM 




Mr. Dawsej ....^. 
Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth 

Mr. GlaTin™. 

Mr. Harbo .......... 

Mr. Joseph . 


)Z: 


Mr. Lerter . 

Mr. Nichols. 

Mr. Quinn... 

Mr. Schilder 

Mr. Tamm 


I have observed v/ith a great deal of interest the experifc 
conducted by Professor EstabrookSat the Btireau relative to the use| 
hypnosis in criminal investigations. Admitting that but l/ 5 th of 
adults are susceptible to hypnosis I believe that this subject pr£ 
very definite possibilities for the Bureau vvdthin a limite d fie ld, 
eveiy gang and mob there are weaklings and I "believe that through these 
weaklings vie may obtain a great deal of valuable information. In the 
Bremer case, Bolton, of course, talked voluntarily. If he had not, I 
feel that through the use of hypnosis we might have obtained valuable 
information from Volney Davis, Edna Murray and the minor members of the 
gang, particularly the women associates. ^*'e are confronted, of course, 
with a practical difficulty in developing both a technique' and a skilled 
operator to handle this type of work. I believe Dr. Estabrook’s sug- 
gestion that the lie detector be utilized as a mechanical means of. inducing 
the subject to relax, etc. has decided possibilities as does the further 
suggested use of the pretext of the hypnotic operator to be a doctor, who 
is to prescribe for the subject. I believe that the Laboratory should 
give serious, immediate and continual attention to the development of 
a proper expert in this field and suggest that some person be designated, 
preferably with some educational background in normal and abnormal 
psycholos?', to spend some time at Colgate with Dr. Estabrook, in order that 
he may be qualified as a hypnotist. In the selection of personnel for 
this assignment it is of course not necessary that the person chosen have 
an academic knowledge of psychology at the time of his selection, because 
by concentrated study, a person could acquire all that is incorporated in 
legitimate text books upon this subject in a period of three or four weeks. 
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October 26, 1936* 



l>F« O* Ho letabrooks 
Colgate UBlvorsity, 
Haailton, Saw lerlc* 






Dear Dr. Dstabrooke: 

2 am in receipt of your letter of October 
19, 1936, end wish to advise that Sfe*. Coffey looke 
forward to bis conferenee with you this we^. 

With regard to your referoao® to the worls 
of 1?. B# !*yon, XaBtituta for •Xurenilo Beeearch, 
Chicago, you are advieed tivat Mr. Dyon*s reesarch 
iise previously cor® to the attention of tha Bureau 
and has been found to be very interesting. 


Sincerely yours, 
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John Mger Hoover, 
Director. 
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PLACEMENT BUREAU 


October 19, ±956. 


Mr. J: Edgar ^Dover ■ . ' 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoovers : 

'I am sorry that Mr. Coffey could not make the trip this weekend, 
but I am looking forv/ard to hearing his substitute at the Utica 
Torch Club this evening. 

Unless I hear from you to the contrary, I will then be expecting 
Mr. Coffey next Monday, October 26, on the 7*40 A.M. train at 
Utica and will then drive him to Hamilton where we will proceed 
with the work. After all, his duties at Washington are at times 
pretty exacting so please do not hesitate to cancel this date as 
well should anything serious arise. It is a simple matter for 
me to get things straightened out at this end and the matter of 
delay is not important. 

I wish you would refer mr. Coffey to the name of V.B.Lyon, Insti- 
tute for Juvenile Research, Chicago. I have just been reading a 
review of his work in Psychological Abstracts. Apparently he has 
some interesting slants on the lie detector. 

' Most sincerely yours 

O ' 

/s/ G. H. ESTABROOKS 
G. H. Estabrooks 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


Mr. Nathan . 
Mr. Tolson.. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


Mr. Baaghman . 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Dawfloy 


Oct,. 23, 1936 Mr. Egan. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Btireau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Mr. Forarorth . 
Mr. GlBvin..i\. 


: Mr. Joseph . 
Mr. Lester .. 


Mr. Nichols . 
Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Schilder. 


I have Just been reading your article POLICE PROBLEMS OP TODAYiMr.ii^.- 
seems that you make one very excellent suggestion there; name Ixmb. G andy 
roll of honor for policemen who died in the performance df their.-duty 
I can think of few devices which would tend more to the creatiln-o.f- 
a proper esprit de corps than some such memorial In a shrine 

Washington. BEOORDBB 

I have enjoyed this article very much and I am ho p 1 1 'g i NV 
keep me on your mailing list for future reference. . 

vxV' / / nr.T oiR 


4-^ 


NOV 4 


GHE:w 


h and I am hoplrgp|^f^;:g9^^\|rjl^lNvtSTIGAT 
ure reference. . 

' / OCT 26 936 P iVl 

sincerely yours 

. - . y. G. DEPARI MEM OF Ji^FTICl 

T-~ ; 


G. H 


^PEstabrook^ 



OotolM^ 30, 1936* 

Dr , J. jf Bmttwr, 

ChlisM BoiltHsg, 
i>7raciis«, il«w fork. 
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D«ftr Dr. 

Mr. Cofffty has InforiMMi w» cttm-- 

fsrenes^ stt«nd«d with you. Dr* Ham Aj^Stwokwl, 

Dr. M. S^Deolwy, and Profwssor % HAs^brsw^,^ 

Th# possibiilty of trsriotu! 4hrt(g8 iDfIuw»cl»g 
the Ittterrogatiea of crieHMO. subjecte le Te*y 
l&tereetiac maA ehatad 4«ta «wr this |>oeslbiUt/ ewer 
bo ostablisbetf and pebUehei It «beal<i prore q^ulte 
YaXoablo to this Sureao. 

I thlmk the loterest Yhleh yon are 
ewideoclsg In tills projeet la very o^Msendatory aad 
Z aunt you to know that this BuEreau appreelatee being 
invited to ebeerve the experlaeota and review the 
results tliereof. 


Sincerely yours, 
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November 3 , 1936 • 


BVm II* B* 

■4 . Syrac‘«*gs® Oslveesity, 
Syraeueaj Sew tor^» 


, Bsftr 0r* Sobl®y» 

fer* Coffey bss mm of «on- 

ference ®Meh Jio attended «ltb you, I3r» Hasrj 4» 
Steckei, Dr. J. J. Sa©ttaep, a£id Professor G. fi* 
OEstebrooke, essd particularly of your interest la 
the jsoBSible iafluences of various drugs oa the 
iaterrogation of oriaiasl euhjeets. 

I feel that ^ueh good can ooae of the 
expsrlsteats aloag this line contemplated by you 
and your aesociatee and your intfante kaouledge 
of pharmacology sad prerloue researah esperleace 
la the effeete of various drhgs ©a the iBdivldaal 
should he partieularly helpft^. 

At Br. Coffey*® suggestion 2 «e traue- 
mitting herewith copies of monograias which h«two at 
various tises been brought to the sttentlQB of the 
Brareau «iid which are entltlM as followss 


i BSr. UattisB 

£&, ^ISOB — 

Baushmoa — — 

t3ir. aegg 

E&. Coffey -— 


I Eli. Bawocay 

I E?. Egan 

t) KIi. FoxT..T*b 


E 3 r. Glnyin — ] 

MwrWo I 

k 

D^r. Lester 

Nicholo....L— — , 


Mr. Quinn.,.. 

Mr. Schilder...'.^— *• 

Mr. Tamm * 

Mr. Tracy 
Miss 


Production of Sleep and Best in Psychotic 
Cseee by f. 2* Bleckwona, B*0. , 

Sarcoois as fherepy .la Heuropeychiatrie 
Conditions 1. 2. Slechwenn, B.D. 


eoiiifCi^oAroii^ 

M A 3 t. !£ D 

fi'?. 

'i' r:!;.; .■ 
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So«Jiy» iiaytel io Certain Serroae and Mental 
Conditions by If* J* Bleckvenn^ B*D. 

Griffliaal Confessions Under Narcosis by W* F* 

X Itorens, 18 *I>* 

Physiological ObsOTTations during Intravenous 
SodluR Asytal Bedtcatloas, by W* F* Lorens, 
M*0*, H* B* Eeese# Annette C* tashburne. 

I feel that you alght find then interesting ia 
eocaectioB «ith the project which you are presMstly 
considering* 

X 

Sincerely youre. 


Inclosure. 
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State of New^ York 
Department of Mental Hy^ene 


Syracuse Psychopathic Hospital 

' *■ V. f' 

Syracuse, N. Yv 



November 4th 1936* 



Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 
Federal Barean of Investigation 
United States Depa-rtment of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 


I appreciate your courteous letter referring to the experiments we are 
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Oc^ber 30 , 1936 * 


©r* G. a.^SeUbrooltd,- 
Col gate G icijlirgrgS ty, 
HsiailtOBij^'See Xorfc. 


Dear Dr. KatetrooSKet 


ir. Coffey ha» loforsed b© ef the Intereatiag 
vialt be bad at BaadltoHj, Sork this ?f0ele, sjftd of tbe 
»aiiy c£«sferesoe 8 which he had. i*ifeh you* 


Careful cossideraUea ie preBeEtly beiag gle^ 
to several of th.eso ]profeI«B» in the Bare&u aad I shall bo 
pleased to advise you abortiy of the Bureau's poeitioa 
with regard to thea* 


Hr. Coffey, iaeideat&i^, spKitiouad to oe your 
iutereet i» and re©fia»B«adatioiJ of &f g * Aanaboll f jpis.^iot. - 
It occurred to that An viwi of hST seoretferii^^^ ^uallfl*'' 
oetione she ei^t care t© place oa file with the 
the attached lysplicatiOB fora Sji order that her aj^^lcatiaa 
Hay be given appropriate constdcratioa ehould a vaoaui^ 
which she is ^asilficd to fiU sabee«ittestly ooear.’ 


Mr. Nofhaa , 


Assuring you of sgr appreciation for yotar eontlnuaft 
fttereat in the work' «3«* probieaS of this ©oreau, T.m 


Mr. Toleon . 


Mr. Bauglmaan .. 

Mr. Clegg..-- 

f^r. Coffey 

Mr. Dawsey 


Sineerely yours. 


^^C0Bl3SSi 


Bir. Egan. ... 


Mr. Poxworib . 


Mr. Clavin , 



\ 


Mr. Joseph 

Lester 

r.!r. Nichols 

5/Ir. Quinn 

Mr, Schildor 

Mr. r»iT»ra ...w. 

Kr. Tracy 

".iiss Gaady 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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^ ^^partment ttf ^xtsiice 
^aslfm^ton, C, 

November 19, 1936. 


ALL iNFORMAIiON CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSILIEdWA'^ 
DAT E \lj>h5> BV Sg5CiAOg>l 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR. 


Re: Visit of Mr. Coffey with Dr. 
G. HPEstabrooks. 


^ l! .Mr. Katbm U 

— i'l 

' Cof??7 h 


I Dat/ssy ^ 

ji Mr. St.aB--— 

|i pi5*. ITor^vcrtlj . ^ 

|| Kr. Gla’r- 




I - 1 ^-;. C;a-'a».-r-A 




1 */■- -‘V- ■• 



The Conference considered the report submitted by Mr. 
Coffey concerning his visit with Dr. G. H. Estabrooks at Colgate 
University, at wli^^l^time they discussed the subjects of experi- 
meuts with, various^ ^uth serum substances and the feasj,bility of 
teaching ‘an ^ployee of the Bureau’s technical laboratory the 
principles c^tu^motisB. Mr. Coffey attended during the Conference' i 
consideration and explained the objectives of the experiments in 
Syracuse, pointing out. that they would be conducted in the Syracuse 
Psychiatric Hospital and that the Bureau would not be officially 
connected with them and that they would be conducted by three 
competent physicians, two of whom are in quasi public service, and 
the third being a private practitioner should, in Mr. Coffey's 
opinion, be partly compensated at least for supplies and materials 
which he will have to use in the experiment. 


'O 


J 

A At 




As a result of its consideration the Conference makes two 
recommendations, as follows: 

(1) Mr. Coffey arrange to go to Syracuse again and witness 
one of these experiments at the Syracuse Psychiatric Hospital 
and at that time arrange to pay a siM of money to Dr. J. J. 
Buettner for his services, supplies and equipment, which payment 
is to be approximated at a rate of $15.00 for each day of 
experimenting, it being understood that such' experiments are 
tentatively planned to be conducted on Thursday of each week. 

At this time Mr. Coffey will explain to Dr. Buettner that the 
Bureau is desirous 'of helping where possible and will be in a 
position to meet these incidental expenses, at least lontil 
July 1st or the end of this fiscal year. Mr. Coffey -will also 
arrange to keep in close touch with these experiments and see 
that the Bureau is fully apprised of developments as they occur. 
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Memo for the Director -2- ? . November l-9> 1936. 

(2) With regard to teaching a Biireau employee the 
principles of hypnotism, the Conference recommends the rejection 
of Dr. EstabrookS’: proposals in so far as they pertain to ' 
sending three individuals down to Washington for the purpose 
of becoming more or less permanent subjects of these experi- 
ments. The Conference does not feel that the Bureau is in any 
position to be responsible for these people coming to ?/ashington 
and taking up their residence here. On the other hand, the 
Conference recommends that Mr. Coffey select from among the 
employees of the laboratory one best adapted, in his opinion, to 
this work, and make arrangements for that employee to study and 
learn the principles of hypnotism, obtaining the best instruction 
possible,' having in mind that in addition to that instruction, 
which might be obtained from Dr. Estabrooks should he visit the 
Bureau again during- the Christmas holidays, the laboratory 
employee can also seek instruction and advice from psychologists 
in the local universities who may, be versed in the subject of 
hypnotism, 

A letter has been prepared to Dr. Estabrooks in the event of 
your approval, of these recommendations, pointing out to him the fact that 
his proposals to send three subjects down here do not seem practical, 
and further, making arrangements for Mr, Coffey’s subsequent visit to 
Syracuse, 

Those attending the conference were, Messrs. Glavin, Tolson, 
Tamm, Nathan, Foxworth, and Schilder. 

Respectfully, 

For' the Conference. 


Clyde Tolson, 
Chairman. 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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Pcpminteitt d £ ^xiBtite 
pjaslfmgttm, p. C. 


Noveniber 17, 1936* 


MEMORAMDTJM FOR MR. MA.THAU. 


With reference to ny memorandum of October 29, 19S6, conoeming 
my visit to Dr, G, H, Bstabrooks of Colgate University, I might suggest 
that there are two questions therein which the Executive Conference of the 
Bureau might care to consider. 

(1) Can the Bureau ooi:^>en3ate Dr. J. J. Buettner for some of his 
time and actual expenditures for supplies in oonneotian with the work 
which he is doing with truth seiums at Syracuse? 

I did not make any inquiry as to what compensation would be 
considered adequate by the Doctor, I believe, however, that if arrange- 
ments could be made to pay him a sum of #15 for each day on which they 
experiment that he would probably be quite satisfied with this inasmuch 
as ho appeared to have a sincere interest in the work and only mentioned 
the costs to which he would be put as an incident. When I conferred with 
these physicians at Syracuse they were than hoping to conduct these ex- 
periments once a week and if they go through with this plsui it would mean 
an outlay of $15 each week that they do so. As I suggested in bqt previous 
memorandum, it might be possible to pay him on the basis of information and 
professional advice furnished on a number 5|- D. C. Fora. 

(2) l^th regard to someone in the Bureau's Technical Laboratory 
studying t^pnotio influence. Dr, Estabrooks proposed that instead of at- 
tempting to teach a man the principles up in Utica, N. Y, , he arrange to 
send to Washington three selected subjects, two males and one female, 

I was of the opinion that if the Btireau could arrange in some 
way that these people could be employed locally though not necessarily 
with the Bureau, they would be very willing to take up their residence 
in Washington, As indicated in irgr memorandum, two male subjects are 
presently enrolled in CCC personnel and the third is a young lady with 
secretarial training now ten^jorarily employed in New York City, Dr, 
Estabrooks then was of the opinion he could come to Washington to spend 
a week or two during his Christmas vacation and teach the principles of 
hypnotism to anyone designated by the Bureau, utilising these three sub- 
jects, and that that person, so trained, could continue his experiments 
alone on the subjects after Dr, Estabrooks loft, 

The feasibility and desira^^Jr^^Sf* any such arrangement might 
well be considered by the Conference, ^ f ^ 

/ Rsspootfully, 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NATHAN. 




Nftthftu - 
Mr. Toloon.i 


j W:. Bewfihman 


rSr. Cofiby -- 
Mr. ?>ciTr6ey . 


\ Mi*. Ff>3rr7Crth 
^1 Mr. Glavin — 
^ r/Ir. norbo 

i 

I Mr. .■^cr‘:epb --- 
! IrSr. I^ester 

I Mr. . - 


KSir. Qmnn 

I T,lr\ Scxii/lev,\ 


I M/. TAisa \ 


Re; Visit with Dr. G. fl. Estebrooke 

of Colgate University. I Miss Gandy. 


In accordance with instructions issued, I spent Monday 8ild“==*==^ 
part of Tuesday, October 26th and 27th, with Dr. G. rH, Estabrooks at 
Colgate University, Hamilton, New York, and discussed with him the 
possibilities of some of the principles of h^notisni being applied to 
interrogation. Our discussions in this respect might well be divided 
into two parts; namely, that involving the contemplated work using 
drugs and perhaps hypnotism combined with drugs, by Dr. Estabrooks end 
several Syracuse physicians in a reseaurch experiment; and the advisability 
of having the fundamental principles of hypnotism imparted to an official 
of the Bureau by Dr. Estabrooks. 

With regard to the research project contemplated in Syracuse, 

I found that this had been initiated bv Dr. Estabrooks more or less upon, 
the basis that this Bureau desired the work done. I deemed this a very 
undesirable premise upon which to predicate any such research project 
and took Immediate steps to tone down this Impression so that the Biareau 
would not be regarded as the official sponsor of thlF* research experiment. 

I first explained to Dr. Estabrooks very carefully that due to the present 
position of the Bureau in the public eye, any such research work officially 
initiated by the Bureau would be seized upon and possibly misinterpreted, 
both by the Press and those who might desire to criticize the Bureau for 
some reason. I further pointed out that it would appear the Bureau is 
quite limited by Congressional enactment as to the activities which it may 
conduct and that should any accident occur dxuring any of these research 
experiments and an attempt made to show sponsorship of the project by the 
Btxreau, many complications might follow. Dr. Estabrooks informed me he 
could understand our position in this respect. 
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Memo for Mr. Nathan -2- 10/29/36 


Later I conferred with Dr. Harry A. Steckel, Superintendent 
of the Syraciise Psychiatric Hospital, Dr. M. S, Dooley, one of the 
country* s leading pharmacologists attached to the Syracuse Medical 
School, and Dr. J. J. Buettner, an anaesthetist, whose address is the 
Chimes Building, Syracuse, New York. I explained to these gentlemen 
glso that the Bureau could neither initiate nor sponsor a research 
pro.iecj; into the use of truth serum, drugs, or hypnotism on subjects. 

I informed them that if the work were undertaken by an independent 
group, such as themselves, and for the reason that they could see 
‘ beneficial restilts to society as an outcome of the_experiments, this 
Bureau would certainly be interested in keeping in touch with their 
experiments and being appraised of their findings in this regard. All 
immediately agreed that the Bureau’s position in. the matter could be 
well understood and they insisted that as an independent group of 
physicians they propose to go ahead with the experiments on their own 
initiative and responsibility. I fotuid these gentlemen not only to seem 
to know exactly what they are doing but" also found them unusvally 
efficient. 

In a 45 minute conference at that time plans for starting the 
research project were definitely and well organized. It was arrange d 
that a graduate student of the Syracuse Medical College, doing post- 
graduate work, would be selected to de^te his entire time to the research 
pro,iect and arrange the detail thereof. Dr. Steckel, the superintendent 
of the Syracuse Psychiatric Hospital, who individually impressed me as 
being very competent, announced that he would readily provide subjects 
for the experiments from the patients of the hospital, and further 
annoxanced that he had already two subjects selected emd they had 
voluntarily agreed to submit to the experiments. Plans were consummated 
to start the project immediately and the first experiments are to be 
conducted on these two subjects Thursday, October 29th. 

The first test will deal with the use of nitrous oxide, a gaseous 
anaesthetic. This will be administered by Dr. Buettner, consulting with 
Dr. Dooley, who is eminent in the field of drugs. I was tempted to remain 
over and witness this experiment on Thursday afternoon but desisted for 
several reasons, in addition to the time element. First, I feel that ny 
absence at this initial experiment would tend to confirm my earlier 
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statements that the Bureau could not Initiate and sponsor the project, 
and secondly, in spite of the eminence and efficiency of these gentle- 
men, the first experiment or two is not likely to result in immediate 
success inasmuch as I have no doubt but that a number of_trials will 
be necessary before the relationship of the drugs used to their intoxi- 
cation of the brain will be smoothly established. I do think, however, 
that it would be very desirable for me to witness a subsequent experiment. 

During the conference items of expense were assumed by the 
doctors with a single exception, namely that of the gas, drugs, and other 
supplies necessary for the administration of the anaesthetics. In this 
respect it will be noted that Dr. Steckel and Dr, Dooley are both employed 
in what might be termed quasi public service, that is, they do not depend 
on a private practice for their livelihood. On the other hand, Dr, 

Buettner is a private practitioner, and whereas he Indicated his enthusiasm 
and desire to work on the project, he did point out that he would be put 
to considerable expense for supplies and that at times his practice might 
suffer from the time which he. would have to devote to the experiments. 


inquiry into the use of the so-called truth serums which we attempted to 
get under way a year and a half or so ago. You will recall that we carried 
it to the point of experimentation and there stopped for the reason that 
it was not believed desirable to attempt experiments sponsored by the Bureau 
oh subjects in view of the possible, though remote, danger of injury to the 
subject, unless such subjects were furnished by an institution and the work 
done by properly qualified physicians. At that time the Director was of 
the opinion that wherever legally possible, those who devoted professional 
time to the experiments should be compensated in part at least. I think it 
might be possible to work out some plan whereby Dr. Buettner could be com- 
pensated on a professional service basis. In other words, he might be paid 
from time to time on a No, 5 ^ DO form for information and professional advice 
furnished to the Bureau on the results and outcome of his experience and 
experiments in this particiilar field. It is quite possible that such 
arrangements with him could be effected a representative of the Buffalo 
Office, or even by correspondence, or should I have the opportunity to again 
go up there to witness the experiments, I might make some preliminary arrange- 
ments with him at that time. 


I think it would be very desirable if the Bureau could in some 
wav compensate at least Dr. Buettner for some of his work and expenditiges 
in this respect. This research work is really an exact continuation of the 
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I am sending letters over the Director’s signature to Drs. 

Steckel, Dooley, and Buettner, and with Dr. Dooley’s letter I am trans- 
mitting photostatic copies of certain monograms which we gathered during 
our earlier inquiries into the use of the drugs for similar purposes. 

The second objective of mv visit with Dr. Estabrooks was to 
determine the feasibility of having some representative designated by the 
Bureau, stay with Dr. Estabrooks at Utica for a period of about two weeks 
for the purpose of learning the fimdamental principles of hypnotism. Dr. 
Estabrooks did not seem to think so much of this proposition. He pointed 
out that the mechanics of hypnotism were relatively simple and that the 
skill is attedned throughout practice. He seemed to think that two weeks 
study at Hamilton, New York, cotiLd not make a person sufficiently skilled 
to be able to suddenly utilize the principles, say a year or so later when 
need for such utilization arose. He countered with an ultimate proposition. 
suggesting that he arrange for the transfer of several unusually good 
hypnotic subjects to Washington, D. C. or vicinity. After these people had 
been located in Washington,' he Indicated that he would come to Washington, 
preferably during one of his holiday periods, such as the Christmas holidays, 
and devote a week or two weeks, if necessary, to teaching the principles of 
hypnotism to anyone the Bureau might designate, utilizing for the practice 
work the several unusually good subjects. He then pointed out that after 
the initial instruction which he would give^ the Bureau representative could 
continue his practice with these subjects and obtain increased skill through 
continued practice. He also intimated that these subjects might be found 
\iseful to the Bureau for other purposes, as for instance, as informers. 

It seems that Dr. Estabrooks has a theory that by utilizing the 
principles of post hypnotic suggestion, good hypnotic subjects could while 
in hypnosis, be given specific instructions for the gathering of criminal 
information. Following their release from the hypnotic state they would 
have no conscious memory whatsoever of the instructions rendered and following 
the post hypnotic suggestive urge, would proceed to gather the information 
desired without knowing why they were so gathering it. He then thinks that 
they could later be induced to impart the information under subsequent hypnotism. 

The latter application would seem to be quite fantastic and I am 
inclined to doubt its practicability, utilizing as the hypnotic subjects, 
persons who have no connection with criminal circles, inasmuch as I fail to 
see how they woTild gain access to the criminal circles in order to get the 
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desired information. He is highly enthusiastic regarding its 
possibilities, however, suid has even gone to the point of selecting 
three such subjects. Two of these are young men presently enlisted 
in a COG Camp near Utica, New York, and the third is the wife of a 
former stijdent (now deceased) of Dr. Estabrooks. All three are 
conditioned subjects of his and he demonstrated the hypnotic 
possibilities of two of them, namely, the CCC boys, before me. 


We visited CCC Camp #S~103 at De Ruyter, Ne w York and met 
the two subjects. One is | Iwho aspires to 

be an airplane mechanic. ^ the other is I I 

With hardly 

more than a snap of the finger Dr, Estabrooks was able to successfully 
induce hypnosis in each of these subjects and put them through various 
interesting demonstrations, following which they had complete amnesia 
as to the events which had transpired. 

The third subject which he recommends for the purpose 


New York and met 
Iwho aspires to 


I I He states that 

.-She"±s a very efficient young lady who has sec retarial traini ng and is b6 
an excellent hypnotic subject. He thinks that | would make 

a desirable employe e in the Biareau and with regard to the two CCC boys, ^ 

I he seems to think it might be possible for the Bureau 
to be of some assistance in placing them in some minor position somewhere 
around Washington, appreciating that they do not have qualifications which 
wovild make them eleglble for appointment in the Bureau. 

Frankly, I do not get overly enthusiastic about this suggestive 
procedure of Dr. Estabrooks. There would seem to be too many complications 
in relation to the results which might be expected, I submit consideration 
of the same to the Executive Conference and suggests that a final reply 
regarding it be addressed by mail to Dr. Estabrooks, I do not think he 
has any personal interest in the placement of any of these three people with 
the Bureau, with the possible exception of | ~| igho seems to be 

a family friend and who seems to be desirous of obtaining a position with 
the B^^reau. In view of this I. see no harm in forwarding t o him the usual 
application form for transmittal by him to I I with the comment 

at this time as to the Bureau* s position with regard to his other suggestions 
in this regaurd, I am, accordingly, transmitting such a letter to Dr. 
Estabrooks. 
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While at Colgate I also met Dr, George B, Cut ten, President 
of the University. He has a, very high regard for the Director and 
for the Bureau, He advised me that he feels many of the suggested 
applications of hypnotism to the criminalistic field as made by Dr. 
Estabrooks, are very sound and he feels they would be eventually 
helpful to the Bxrreau. He wants the Director to know that the facilities 
of Colgate University are at the services of the Bureau and that 
anything the faculty can do to assist the Bureau at any time will be 
done. I thanked him for this offer in the name of the Director and 
told him I would convey it to the Director. 

I was requested to address a class in criminology and abnormal 
psychology and undertook to talk before them for a period of fifty 
minutes on the work and functions of the Bureau, with emphasis on the 
functioning of the Bureau’s Technical Laboratory. Two uniformed repre- 
sentatives of the New York State Police attended the lecture, sitting 
with the student body upon previous Invitation of the faculty. 


Respectfully, 


E. P. Coffey. 
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Mr. Nathan . 
R£r. Tolson-- 


Mr. Banghman . 

Mr, ClcErg-— — - 
Mr. CoiT^y 


Mr. Dawcey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foscworth 

Mr. Glavin 

Hr. ... 

B.-Ir. Joseph 

Sir. Lester ... 

Mr. NicZioio.. 

Tvlr. QvLiziJi 


X Itsive 0,v9tL som etuily to th« 

coRvorsatioBf betsroen you aad ir. Coffey la yoar 
laet eoafereaco rogani to the poeBibiXity of 
tnstructlag aa espXoyeo of the Bureau*® laboratory 
la eoaa of t^e fuQi«uaaateX priaeipXee of euggeetloa* 

' '.Xt doe® aot &&m feeelbXe at this tim f<»r 
the Bureau to uederte^e yoiar etiggestioas ia bo far 
ss hariag cert&la eubjeete selects ^ you oese to 
W&ahLngts^ to be erallsbie for e®^rii»efitaX eorlc la 
thte field* I trust you will uaderstead ia this 
regard that th®re ere aeusy eoasideratloas io oonaoctioa' 
with « aatWr #f thiw-lcisad^i^eli. pfwed.'s^e' the Bur-eeu 
froa tatiag the action which might under other olrcusw 
stsBoes sees to be the desirable oae* On the other 
hand, X feel your euggeatloa that a Bureau repreoeatative 
give study to the geaerel prlftclples of ouggestloa tais 
a ^i«8t dm3, of eertt and X ae. hopeful that «® can still 
•or^ out plan whereby ®t;»h instruction cm be 
obtained. Parhapa if you are going to be in the riClEtity 
of losMngton for a day or two doriag lAe tine of your 
Ghriotna® holidays, it night be possible to lay the 
ground worlE for such a procedure at tS»t tisse* file 
Bureau will aBdeawor to provide for any traveling 
m^ms&s to which you. ere put under those cireissbtances* 
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Elr. Tracy . 

Gaady--.| 


Miss < 
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WitU regard to tiie exparlmeats way ia 

&^$>caoo> I want yo« to kzio» that I faeX they hold 
conelderalOL© jaosdse in developing nao Infowsiatlon la 
this field* I a» very ansdoua to have Hr* Coffey 
witness at ieaet one of these esperleente end if you 
will advise »0 ee to » eonveniont tine I shall erreage 
toha^e hla go a? there* I have asked hie also to 
diecoes tfith Br* 5aetto«sr, on the ocGaeion of hi© next 
Visit to Syraoaffie# tht® fossihlllty of vosifeing out soae 
far froviding part of the ©spensee to shtoh he i» 

satornlly put* 

Sincerely yours. 



V. 


EPC:MM 

62 - 39979-19 


December 3, 1936. 


Doctor G. H. Istabrooks, 
Colgate Oniversity, 
Hsjallton, Saw fork. 


Dear Doctor Estabrooks: 

I am in receipt of your letter of BovembBr 27, 

1936 and I am pleased to know that the work is going along, - 
satisfactorily up at Syracuse. In this connection, I want 
to thank you for your telegram advising that Mr. Coffey* s 
presence woiild not be necessary there on December 3» 

I am looking forward to yom' contemplated visit 
in Washington during the Christmas holidays and at , that tis'j 
I hope you will be able to confer furtherSin these matters 
with officials of the Biireau. ’ 

Sincerely you^, 

C ^ 


Mr. Nathaa . 
Mr. Tolson.. 


Mr. BaualsJnxin - 

Mr. Clecc 

I Ki. CoEsy 

! Mr. natrsey — 


i.3x. 

Mr. Forv/orfb 


Mr. Glavin . 


I'l r.-lr. Joocph ,j 

1 ! Mr. Lestar 

TTr. Mio’jola 

M 

Irlr. Quinn 

*' r.Ir. SCiilldor J 


j XIr. Tracy ... 
•! tllGs Gandy. 
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Director. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


. Mt. 'Nafonn 
I Mr. TolFon.- ■— 

/mt. 

. CleB2-- 
"Idr. Coffey 
Mr. Downey — 
BSr. Egrri 

B5r. Fox^vortli . 

liflr. Clayl® 

Mr. r? -':o — - 

BJr. .’oesph 

El-. Lctinr 

2 Eiohols 

Q-aiim 


I wish to thank you for your last letter. As usual, I have a str 
suspicion that you are right, but I hope I have found an alternat 
answer which may be satisfactory. At any rate, Mrs. Estabrooks arid' 
myself are motoring towards Florida during the Christmas vacation 
and will look forward with pleasure to stopping over a day or two 
in Washington. At that time, I will make another suggestion which 
I hope will meet the situation. Needless to say, should you have 
any other plans while I am in ?!/aahlngton, I would be only too glad 
to aid and abet the same. 


Sn/ir 


We have had two very interesting meetings of the Syracuse group. <'My 
only worry now is forty miles of very bad road.' They are 'ah excei-lent 
bunch and give wonderful cooperation. I wish to heaven that either 
were- In^-Syracuse or they were down here, but T have"" no ' doubt that we, 
will be able to do a certain amount of work. If they just hrid someone 
in the Psychology Department at Syracuse University with an interest ■ 
along these lines, it might help, but they haven't. The whole thing 
is purely a matter of transportation^ not cost, but difficulty. Oxxr 
usual meeting time is Thursday afternoons. 

Should we meet this Thursday; namely, December 3, I will send you a 
telegram on Monday in the odd hope that Mr. Coffey may be able to 
arrive at the Psychopathic Hospital by Thursday 2 P.M. Should this be 
impossible, we will simply proceed in his absence. 

Do please give my very sincerest regards to those individuals in the 
Bureau whom I met during my s-ummer visit. 


GHE:w 


Most cordially yo\n*s 

t 

G , H .“^E s t abrooks 

I — 


%P(L 



fri P’V^ '■ 


I 


f 


Stparlment of Piiamtarnloyg 


Uliij College of i9I»5tnne of ^grarua^ Entnaraitg 

307-311 &ontl; ^rSrtile &Uttt 

%rarnB^ Nmii ^ork 



December 4, 193^ 




Mr . J . Edgar Hoover 

Director Federal Burea,u of Investigation 
United Ste^tes Department of Justice 
Wash ingt on , D . 0 . 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


My failure thus far to take notice of 
your letter and inclosures pertaining to present use 
of drugs and hypnosis in criminal investigations has 
by no means been intentional. It is because I have 
spent very little time at my desk since receipt of them. 
Yifith some of them I was already fBjni liar. I have read 
the others with much interest as you must know. 


The matter with which we are dealing 
is one of real scientific interest, and I, personally, 
am much interested to see whether anything of practical 
interest in your field will come of it . 


I 

My cordial greetings to Mr. Coffey and 
my best thanks to you for your favor. 

Very sincerely yours , 



MSD/ch 
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Dec^nber 10, 1936 » 


Br. G* H. istabrooks, 
Colgata Oniversity, 
Haadlton, Kes York. 


Dear Dr. Estabrookss 

1 ea la receipt of your letters of December 6th 
and 7th, 1936, and look forward to your visit in Washington 
during the Chr'istCi&a holidays. 

With regard to your suggestion that a conference 
with Mr. Coffey on the subject of hypnotisa can await that 
tlKe, I am in agreeaent with you. Therefore, iinless experi- 
ments are conducted prior to that tine in Syracuse, which 
because they involve the actual use of drugs or anaesthetics 
you feel he should attend tSie®, he will await further con- 
ferences with you here. 


Sincerely yours, 



COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON. N. Y. 


/^j. Toinosi. uKiJ 
r,5r. BaiiiSluac.® 
EJi. ClegB 
Mr. Coffey -n~ 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


December 7, 1936 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bvireau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Esan — „„ 
fl.'ti'. Fo2cv?ortf!^ 
Jife. Glcvim 
j XUs, BScvIio ..™ 

I r.X". Joaaijli 

' Mf. liSntcT 

1 I*f. Klticlo. 

I M». QaJiia....*. 

j f,fe. CoL’iiXafU 
; Mr. fg.rjiii 


Lir. 'Jraoy.> 


I wish to thank you for your telegram and will let you know'--^^'^^;^ ' 
very shortly as to the next date that this group meets. 


My present plans for the Christmas vacation are to head South, 
approaching as near Florida as is possible, and then return 
via Washington, hoping to put in the 31st of December, and, ; . 
the 1st and 2nd of January in that city. This should provide; 
the opportxinity for a discussion. In view of' the fact that 
I have a proposition which will need your own reaction, it./ 
might be well for =me to visit Washington before' Mr . Coffey rjr > 
comes here. • i:;;';.. 

On the other hand, the work in this Syracuse group 'has no 
bearing on the proposition which I mention, so shouldv^t his 
group meet again, as it probably will, after WednesdaF/’ and 
should Mr. Coffey be free, I will communlcfite with you in the 
hope that he can be present. 


Cordially yours 


G. H. Estabrooks 
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HE CAN BE iVAlLiBLE AT BITSEB HXBACUSE OR COLCMf 8 AMI Ml 
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HOOVER 
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I AM NOT CERTAIN OF THURSDAY APPOINTMENT AT SYRACUSE SO 

DO NOT HAVE MR COFFEY COME FOR THIS THURSDAY CORDIALLY YOURS 

0 

G H ESTABROOKS. 
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Mr. J* Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, B.C. 


December 10 


b7C 



Kt. Nathan . 

T/^. Tele on, 

^ViT. Baiigiunan , 

Mr. Clegg 

Tilr. CcSoy 

I';;. f'2'7£:©y 

ivl:., 

Lit-, 




Dear Mr, Hoover: 

We had a most interesting meeting on Wednesday, and I really 
think the Syracuse group is an extremely able btmch* 


They agreed that the best move was to wait imtil after New Year’s 
before having Mr. Coffey on the scene, in view of the fact that 
at present they are more or less feeling their way in a very 
strange field. I demonstrated thoroughly any points they wished 
to see and then advised them to figuratively scratch their heads 
for a week;and think over the next move. 

I shall be looking forward to seeing you the weekend of December 31, 
realizing that the 1st is New Year’s I>§y, and will then obtain 





JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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department of llnsticc 
Pfastjmgton, d* 

November 28, 1936. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NATHAN. 


Re; Course in^Tpnotism 
by Mr. Q. Tamm. 



•v 

\ 



Responding to the instructions of theTExecutive 
Conference, which were sxibsequently approved by the Director, I 
have selected Mr. Q. Tamm of the laboratory to st;ady and receive 
instriKstion in the vario\is principles of hypnotism. 


I am having Mr. Tamm review some text books on the 
subject and am beginning inquiries to determine local sotirces of 
instruction. 


i 

I 

! 




Respectfially, 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN ISUNCLASSIFIEdW'* 

DAT£j!lSj9&_BYS®5ilifi!S» 
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January 4, 1937 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


* Ijtejr, (CoSs^ 

|/ iiljc, 

I rfe S'- miCT 

^orrcFOT^i^ 

■ f I Kij7* 

I SSr* 

I Soft’, 

j 

I Sfr. <&x'ji;» , , 

j Mx. S&ZCzr-^ 

_ I Sss. ®tC!S7™«~-. 
j| .»i«o tScasSjy,,,^ 


, I had a ivery Interesting Interview with Mr. Coffey on the occasion 
of my last visit to Washington. He made one or two proposals 
which se'emed to me extremely interesting. I have asked Dr. 
Cutten’s consent to my ^operating along the lines which Mr. 

C.offey suggests, and Dr.%^utten sees no possible objection. 

It appears that oxir examination period comes from January 22 
to February 2. . Mr. Coffey suggested, amon^other things, that 
he and I pay a brief visit to Dr. Milton H/|Erickson, Eloise 
State Hospital, Eloise, Michigan. Dr, Erickson is perhaps our 
best research man in this whole problem and would, I know,, be 

very ,p.leased to copper ate.. I- have.., writ ten -Dr.- Erickson,-to’ -see - - 

if he Y/111 be at the Hospital during this period. Should he be 
there, might I suggest that we make our visit, say, the weekend 
of the 23-24 of January? This would give us the; opportunity 
of seeing Dr. Erickson and returning immediately to Hamilton 
where I could spend the next week with the individual whom you 
might delegate to work here during that period. This latter 
suggestion is in keeping v/lth the proposal made by Mr. Coffey 
in Washington. i . i 

I shall also be very much in"terested in having your reaction on I 
my proposition concerning Dr .^*^^hankwiler made verbally to Mr. I 
Coffey. ;■ ■ , ^ I 

Dr. Cutten wishes me to extend to you his very best wishes. 


Most cordially yours 

oo/^- 

'■'O “ 

G. H. Estabrooks 


BEC0RD.)S® 
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MEMORAHIJDM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

RE: Conference with Dr* G* E* 
EstabroolCB. 


jSff. NcSscva 

P.&. ToiOCn ; J ..s 5S i it . . 

Ejr. 

I.&. Clagfl 
-, 2 &..Co 5'37 
IfljJ PjawDoy ,Bs=.iu.- 
l/t. Bsan.—tsss^i!-. 

fiSXr BojCWOS+il . 

Mr. Glavla,..««>c;-. 

liCr* Morbo :.aBaa<iiri:- 

I Mr. JoserJi . aatk CL. : 

XjGOtOET uBsaai 3 1 ; ' 

j r.2r. NicholOi.aow^-''^^' 
■ >000 

WjJSt Tamm 


The Executives* Conference on January 7, 1937, Messrs* Tcason^aoy...,, 
Tamm, Hlnce, Qhlnn and.ScMlder being present, considered a report sub^andy..., 

mitted on January 5, 1937, by Mr* Coffey concerning a recent confelrence 

with Dr* G* H* Estabrooks with reference to the Bureau’s continued] study... 
of(^nPiiotisia, . . 1 — 


Dr* Estabrooks reported his continued study of this entire 
subject and indicated that he had been corresponding with a Dr* Erlkson, 
now stationed at the State Psychiatric Hospital at Eloise, Michigan, who 
has done -some "startling work along these lines"* Dr* Estabrooks 
recommended that because of the Inability of the Bureau to employ any 
of the three persons previously suggested hy him, , possibly special in- 
struction could be afforded to Mr* W* N ^Sh anhwil er , a present applicant 
for a position as Special Agent iS"tK”^eau, wKdse file indicates that 
he plans to accept appointment in June of this year* 

Mr* Coffey did not feel that Shankroller should be given any 
special study if appointed* He advised Dr* Estabrooks that the Bureau 
desired to keep in touch with this matter and recommended that Mr* Quinn 
Tamm of the Bureau’s Laboratory staff ccmfer with him for about a week 
and stated that, efforts would be made to have Mr* Tamm spend this period 
studying>^he subject of hypnotism* Dr* Estabrooks wanted Mr, Coffey to 
visit Dr^rikson at Eloise, Michigan. Mr, Coffey suggested that possibly 
Mr* Tamm o^uld arrange this visit* 

\li The Executives’ Conference agreed with the reccamnendation that Mr* 
Q^j^^^^^be authorized to proceed tP Hamilton, Hew York, to spend a 
^ef^iod?^^t^6xeeeding one week, to stxidy the principles of hypnotism and 
meeting and conferring with the various members, of the Syracuse group* 

The Conference, however, was not disposed to recommend that Mr. Tamm 
proceed with Dr* Estabrooks to Eloise, Michigan, to confer with Dr* 

Erlkson, or to agree with Mr, Coffey’s recommendation that arrangements 
be made, if possible, to assume Dr* Estabrooks’ travelling expexises from 
Hamilton, New York, to Eloise, Michigan, for this conference. The Execur 
tives’ Conference recommended, however, that the Detroit Field Division ^ 
be written to conduct inquiries as to Dr* Erij^n’s researches along 


these lines. 


recorded • 



t/l 


Respectfully j 

For the Con^i^^j,rr,/j - q 

OlSrae’Mlson, ^ 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
_ DIRECTOR 


^m*ectu jrf ^ittesligatitm 

^ejjitrhitmt d£ Swsiicc 

EPC ; ON 33^asl|{iigtim, 

January 5, 1937. | 


MEMORANDUM FOR M. NATHAN.' 


Re: Conference with Dr. G. H. 
Estabrooks . 


I conferred Friday and Saturday of last week with Dr. G. H. 
Estabrooks of Colgate University who called here at the Bureau’s 
invitation to further discuss the possibilities of utilizing the 
principles of hypnotism and suggestion in the criminalistic field. 

Dr. Estabrooks briefly recounted the work which has already 
been accomplished at Syracuse, New York, by the group up. there who are 
experimenting with the use of drugs and anaesthetics in conjunction with 
hypnotism for the piorpose of reducing subjects to a state where they will 
talk more freely. He advised me that Dr. Reifenstien (initials at the 
moment not recalled by Dr. Estabrooks) 'who is a graduate medical student 
at Syracuse and doing interne work there, has been assigned to actively 
follow up the experimental work. He is doing considerable work and has 
prepared several summaries of his findings as to the possibilities. The 
group has also been augmented by Dr. Hildreth, the head of the Psychological 
Department at Syrac\ise University, and by Professor McIntosh, an amateur 
hypnotist who is vice president of the high school at Syracuse. 

Dr. Estabrooks stated that two experiments have been conducted 
using nitrous oxide but .that theyi were not successful in hypnotizing the 
subject while under the influence of the anaesthetic. He attributes the 
failxrre, however, to the particular subject used, pointing out that he was 
a chronic alcoholic and of a very nervous temperament. Dr. Estabrooks 
stated that it was necessary to slow up further actual experiments for two 
reasons; (l) The extreme difficulty of him getting to Syracuse in the 
F/inter weather due to the impassable condition of the roads, and (2) the 
desire of the group to research a little further into existing literature 
before proceeding with other subjects and experiments. He states that they 
have had one recent meeting at Hamilton, New York, at which time he 
demonstrated to the group for their information, hypnotism on several subjects’. 






FEOrr'AL BURFr'.li r i 




/■>. I h V 




' J id 


# • 


Memo for Mr, Nathan -2- January 5> 1937. 

Dr. Estabrooks also informed me that he had been corresponding on the 
subject with a Dr. Erikson, now stationed at the State Psychiatric Hospital at 
Eloise, Michigan, and that Erikson has recently done some startling work in con- 
nection with a criminal subject who. was the victim of amnesia. According to Dr. 
Estabrooks, Dr. Erikson was able to get the subject to recount his entire past 
history, including his criminal activities, all under the influence of hypnotism. 

Dr. Estabrooks stated that in light of the inability of the Bureau to 
employ any of the three persons whom he previously named to be used as experi- 
mental subjects here in Washington, he had an alternate suggestion to make, namely, 
that he woiild give some special instruction to Mr. W. N. Shankvd.ler, who is now a 
professor of classical literature at Colgate and who has an application for appoint- 
ment as. Special Agent before the Bureau. Estabrooks pointed out that Shankwiler 
would then have this special training in the event he enters on duty with the 
Bureau as a Special Agent. 

\\ 

I have since examined Shankwiler 's personnel file and it would appear 
that he has been tendered an appointment as Special Agent and plans to accept 
appointment in June of 1937. 

I can see no reason in the world why special instruction should be given 
to Shankwiler who does not have a scientific background in psychology, merely on 
the theory that he may later enter the employ of the Bureau. With this thought in 
Mnd and in view of Estabrook's evident tendency to tie up this hypnotic work v^ith 
appointments to the Bureau's staff, and in view of the position which the Bureau 
has previously taken, namely, that it could not employ persons for this study, I 
undertook to inform Dr. Estabrooks rather definitely that the Bureau is not in a 
position at this time to employ individuals for the conduct of this work in 
hypnotism, and that there are presently no vacancies on the Bureau' s laboratory 
staff for a hypnotist. 

I then told him that the Bureau was desirous of keeping in touch 
with developments in this field and assisting where possible in research 
work which would disclose further possibilities, and that the Bureau felt 
this might best be done by designating a present employee of the Technical 
Laboratory to keep in touch with the subject, and that it would seem 
desirable for this employee to receive some basic instruction in the 
principles of hypnotism. Dr. Estabrooks apparently reconciled himself to 
the fact that the Bureau coiild not now appoint any of his devotees on the 
subject and was of the opinion that one of the laboratory staff could keep 
in touch with the situation, particularly if he made a study of the 
principles of hypnotism. He stated that he would be very glad to have the 
designated employee visit him in Hamilton for a week's time, during which 
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he would undertake to coach him as much as he possibly could and give 
him individual instruction in the technique of hypnotism. Dr. Estabrooks 
also suggested that this employee visit and confer with Dr. Erikson at 
Michigan. I told him that Mr.'Q. Tamm'uf the Bureau's laboratory would 
undoubtedly be selected for this assignment and that efforts would be 
made to have Mr; Tamm proceed to Hamilton at a time convenient to Dr. 
Estabrooks to spend a week there studying the entire subject. 

Dr. Estabrooks was also very anxious that I meet once more with 
the Syracuse group, particularly the new additions to the group, and 
witness their next attempted experiment. You will recall that this visit 
on my part has already been approved by the Bureau, at which time I am to 
make some arrangements for reimbursing Dr. Buettner for the use of apparatus 
and supplies in the nature of anaesthetics and drugs. 

Dr. Estabrooks stated that as soon as he returned to Hamilton he 
would confer with the members of the Syracuse group and advise the date upon 
--wM'ch'a conference with them would be iaost“^convenient to all concerned. He 
also suggested the possibility of arranging the visit of Q. Taiam to Hamilton 
to coincide with the meeting of^ the Syracuse group so that he could attend 
that also. ^He also wanted me to arrange to visit Dr. Erikson at Michigan 
\fith him. However, I do not see that it is necessary for me to confer with 
Dr. Erikson at Michigan if Bfr. Q. Tamm is able to do so. In this connection 
Dr. Estabrooks asked if the Bureau could assume kis expenses for the trip- 
from Hamiltpn, New York to Eloise, Michigan and return, for this conference 
betv/een him, Mr. Tamm, and Dr. Erikson, I told him I would be glad to look 
into the possibilities of this and see whether Bureau funds could be used 
for this purpose. 

As a result of the conference with Dr, Estabrooks, I recommend that 
after he designates the date, Mr. Q. Tamm be authorized to proceed to Hamilton, 
New York, to spend a period not exceeding one week with him for the purpose 
of studying the principles of hypnotism and suggestion and meeting and 
conferring with the various members of the Syracuse group. I further recommend 
that Mr. Q. Tamm be authorized to then proceed with Dr. Estabrooks to Eloise, 
Michigan, to confer with Dr. Erikson in an effort to learn v/hat has been done 
by him in that field, and I further recommend that if arrangements can be 
made, the Bureau undertake to assume Dr. Estabrooks' travelling expenses from 
Hamilton, New York to Eloise, Michigan for this conference. 


Respectfully, 



• • • * • • * 
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January i5, 1937* 


Br* 0. H. Estabrooks, 
Colgate University, 
Hattilton, Ee« lork. 


-.V .r \'0 

x .^'■"’ f* .-■' ''f 

ilHiSSS® 


Dear Dr. Sstabrookst 


/ * - 




3:35J-— 


3 ci? 3 y ... 


I SB pleased to aclcnovledge receipt 6^, your ^Cstters of 
January 4 and 5, 1937, relative to the j^seibiilty, of ; W*i^ 
representatives of this Bureau visit you at Saji^tOhria OOnneotion 
vith the experiaeats being eondueted by y&u end ypm as^ciates in 
the, field of hypnotisa. .i 

In reply thereto, please be advised that the date set 
forth in your letter of January 5th, naaely the week of January 25th, 
will be %ulte satlsfaetory for Mr*, tuinn Taa» to spend at Haadlton, 
and in vlee of the present plans to glve^Mr. Team instruction in the 
basic principles of ^sia work, it would not sees necessary to give 
any special instruction to Dr. ghankvller* 

With regard to Mr* Coffey ' s business, any of those dates 
which you aention, and on which the Syracuse group could be contacted, 
will be satisfactory. If you think it would be aore desirable to 
wMt until the Syracuse group is in conference and perhaps conducting 
M experiaeat, to, Coffey eauld undoubtedly proceed to Syr;acuse on 
E^ort notice, end if you could telegraph ae, collect, I should be glad 
to arrange for fain to do so. I regret to advise, however, timt It 
will not be possible at this tine for to. Coffey and to. Tamm to visit 
Erickson at Eloise, Michigan* 


Foscwortli ,.*ri 


1 trust you will find these arrangeaents satlsfaetory end I 
t^el that further helpful progress is bound to result from the efforts 


’ bding directed ^ong this line 


li 

Xj&OiST 
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JAN 1 6 1937 

a, N* 

KDtfJH 603au >j' 

0 , S. Off ti IC 


Sincerely y^ars^' 

FooVfe?,- 

' John Edgar Hoover* 
Director. 





COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 
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January 5, 1937 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover r 


Mr. Na than 
Hr. 

Mr. Baut'xhnsan 

Hr. Clo^ / 

Sir. CoflToy 

S2r, D^nwoey 

Hr. Earan 

Mr, Fosrwortii 

Mr. flavin 
Mr. He*oo 


r Mr. Ifsctor ... 
Mr. Nichols . 
Mr. Quina..,. 
SchUdsur. 

3 Mr* X nmm 
I Mr, 

I MLd Qsua^... 


I find that the following dates would he more suitable for the 
visit of Mr. Coffey than the actual weekend of January 23-24. I 
discover that I have an unexpected examination on the 23rd at 
which I should preside in person. 

Would it be possible for Mr. Coffey to fit into one of the two 
following sets of. dates; We could leave Syracuse the evening of 
January 20 for Eloise, Michigan. Perhaps put in Thursday with 
Dr. Erickson and' return to Colgate on Friday, January 22. 

cldentally, we. might leave. Thursday evening and ..get back Saturday 

morning. We could then carry on here in Hamilton as long as 
Mr, Coffey desired and could devote a week to working with the 
individual whom you send in the company of Mr. Coffey, 

If this set of dates is not satisfactory, I would suggest that we 
leave, say, the evening of Monday or Tuesday, January 25 or 26 
and reckon on retiornlng, say, January 27 o.r 28,' After which 
period, we could do whatever work Mr. Coffey wished in this particular 
area, Colgate reopens February 2. I would be able to 'devote more 
time to' this particular phase of the project if it did not continue 
over beyond this date. On the other hand, if It is necessary, we 
can carry the work over February. \ 


I *1 h # 


?7^Eric 


I am sending a copy of this letter to DrT^Eric kson in the hope 
that these dates will be satisfactory to him. ' ’ 


Most ; cordially yours 




G, Estabrooks 
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I;2r. I>90'i4iv --..r^ae- 

Bi5r- Nichely-r,*T.*ra«ee |1 

Sir- QtuE ®-— '. * 
'S/it* GcS^Joy r-»— •e'**-- 1| 

Tyjy- Tft.7Si:ir. affpri- j, 

H 

Hr. ij 
Ifiioc '. 


62-39979 

SpeoiaX Afent ija Charg(»* 
Detroit* iH.6higaB« 


Deer Slri 

la comeetioB wltSi tfe» Siareaa^e etady of ▼ariotia 
aethodc used for the deteetioa of deeeptloa* it hea been 
reported to the Bureau tMt s Br» Brickaoa* now stationed 
et the FeycMatry fiospital »t Elolse, ilcMgan, has recently 
Bade 80B9 extenelwe studies and experiments in the field of 
hypnotlsa. According to the iaforitatton giwea to the Bureau 
fcy Dr. g. a.^iSetafarooks of Colgate ffsirerslty. Dr* Ericitson 
was able to cause a wictiii! of asisesia to recoxmt his entire 
past history. Including his criminal ectiritiee, all under 
the influence of^hypnotisB* 

,!■ I. iii»ii wiin^iinr Him 

Aeeordingly* it Is desired that an agent from 
your diwifilon oonduet inquiries e» to Dr. Erleksoja'a researches 
• along, theoe lines, without eonweylng to ©r. Irlckson the 
iHf^s^jwa. tksLt the Bureau Is partieularly interested in his 
work. It IS particularly tsportaat that no publloity attend 
any oonfer^Qces or inquiries isade in this eomieetioa. 


i 

s 
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Tory trhly yours* 


John Edgar Boown^* 

?OOtOPy 




G 



P. M. 
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January 18, 1937 | 


/Hpr Clans- 
1^r» CefiTay 
B5!r. Doweey ... 

jVj*. ■Egan 

Xt, ^^arworth . 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C, 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 



'tir. Joce^ .a., 


t^:r. Lssjfee:f 
fir. .a> 


M». C«-5fetS.,k^LS»aaa-.| 


Mr. fic!illd&i?aa>a=-.-.J 


Mr. Tc«i!a . 


As you suggest, I will look forward to having MrF^Tamm with us 
week of January 25, and, during that period, will do my best t 
have him at least see the various phases of the subject. 


IiCa*. TrQoy..i, 


In view of the fact that you do not feel Mr. Coffey can visit i- 
Elolse, Michigan, at the present moment, might it not be well for 
us to wait until Mr. Tamm has been here and until the Syracuse 
group is putting on something quite definite? Since you suggest;' 
that he could come at very short notice, it might be well for us' 
to await a good opportunity. 


I find that the beat way to do this work is to do it myself, 
is extremely difficult to keep the wheels turning in Syracuse 
forty miles away, but I am convinced that after t he engine is 
sufficiently primed it will go of its- own accord, ^ ^ 

RECORDED \ 






Please give my very sincerest regards to Mr.’. G o f e^VAMTTa S^s w 
him that it was a real pleasure to renew our acquaincance^iii''''' ‘ '■* 
Washington. , ' . 


5 0 






I presume that Mr. Tamm will let me know the time andii.place/v.of , MsfT 
arrival. I have an examination the morning of Janu'a27yt!^fe^but~“<^-: 
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2-Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 


can easily make Utica or Syracuse in the afternoon* 


Most cordially yours 
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^DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION X 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 
Transmit the following message to: 


JaaTasr7 25,, 1937. 

O 

DR. G. H. EmBSOOKS 
COLGATE OaifERSITI 
HAIILTOH SEW 20BK 


SMSRGPCI MATTERS ARISIBG HERE PHECLDD2 MS, ’450ISS TAMIS 
VISIT TO MAIULTOlf THIS SEEK. WU^ lOff imsE jj? gOMB 

smmmm mn iiu. bi shitasle to too. 

aoovEs 


PREPAID 


M-*. Zrciisjsa® w 


■^fcr>:£y f 


. 1C Cr.ajly 


, ricjols . aHn*><k : 


iVacy 




.ujNioif 

SENT VIA 




COl'lE’S destroyed 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

JAN 26 1937 A. M. 

U. s. DEPARlf/iENT OF JUSTICE 


''■'iiy.l. 





SPCiOBt 


February 1, 1937* 


Di*. 0. a. Estabrooks, 
Colgate Onlversity, 
HiMBilton, Hew York. 


.1 Lir. Tcicss 

*'■ ■ 

j| «- 

,j ISti Cs£?S !7 

|‘ Viz, Bs’s^sey „ 
jj Lir. .7-^03 

I' LCi. Fc:.r?rciux-. 
} 

'' EfLp. GIsvte 


}( ^Rr>>« 

|j r^T, Joseph 

j lix, h^tar 

'. IJr. Nicuola 

» 

IlCr. 

I r.2r. ScMJdor 

ilZr. I'axjojxi 

: li-Tr. Tracy 
IJI5d 8 Gandy. 


Dear Dr* Esta^obkfe* 

I am la receipt of your letter of January 27, 1937, 
and I aja .pleaaed to bear that the project up there is »akl^ 
some progress. Sir. Quinn Taass is prosenUy assigned out of 
the city, sJhi-ch precludes an early visit on his part to 
Haadlton, and I wiU advise you as soon as he is in a better 
position to proceed, 

ffith regard to th® possibility of doing mm work 
this suBser in coi^anction with the Aray Intelligence, I would 
want to give this soae careful stud^ arst. As you know, due 
to definite liaitations in svailab^* appropriations, this work 
aust be conducted aore or less spkNS^dleally as the cmurent. 
work of the iureau peraits. Pos<Hbly iftel*, Hr. visits you 

in Haailton, some decision say ^ reached. |P;,thd;;®^tia^ ^ ^ . 
would suggest that , the mere po^^bility. ff ;srptteiti|^ l>©ing «ork^ 
out aloS this line be not pefiitted^td. ih^ueftcer ^ny 
oomaitaonts you might cohsider undertaiclhg fpt tl^9 summer. 

Sincerely’ 


3c 

John Kdgar Hoover, 
-^---■DiEector*, 


■ ji OOf^i^liKiOATiGHS ^l\2^ 

M A 1 t. E D , 


FEB -’3 193^^’ 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Bioreau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



rir. Jo6:37»4*. 

Mr, Lsstor 
Nlobo^B. 

Mr. C-’-iinn. 


I regret that Mr. Tamm was not able to be with us this week 
the other hand, as I said before, you folks have your busy per£o<|s~r'‘’'‘’^ 
I can, more or less, adapt myself to anytime that meets with 
convenience. , . 


Why not leave the matter this way? Any week that Mr. Tamm canvlsTt 
us, I will call satisfactory and will give as much time as I can 
which means that I can come close to giving full time. He should 
avoid the period of March 25 to April 5 which is spring vacation here. 
Also any period after May 23 when final exams begin. 


The work here is progressing in an extremely satisfactory manner and 
I think he will be very much interested to see the various aspects 
in which it is developing. It takes time, but so does everything 
else worth while. 

Would you folks be interested in having me put in, say two weeks in 
the vicinity of Washington this summer vacation? Apparently, we are 
not going to Europe and my wife seems in favoi* of staying in the 
East. This would mean a trip to Canada and would give us ample time 
to spend a. couple of weeks in yotir vicinity provided such a move 
would be worth while. 


Might I suggest that if the Intelligence people would be sufficiehtiy 
interested to ailoWhaopsychiatrlst to put throxigh; a series of Psych- 
ological tests in one of their hospitals, I venture to say that I 
could so disguise my technique thrsrC I could demonstrate anything that 
both of you might wish without the most ardent newspaper reporter 
being able to pick up the trail. 

Do please give my slncerest regards to Mr. Nathan, Mr .Coffey, Mr. 

Tamm and my other friends at the b-ureau. 


Most cordially yours 

t> o /t- 

G. H.^Estabrooks 


GHE/1 





BEOORDED 




^OHH EDGAR HOOVER 
OIRBCTOR 




EPC:OW 


^ureau of ^nfiEstigatiisiV-' S 

^ ^tpioismxd nf S^stiu 

January 25» 1937. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR, H&THAN. 


Re: Visit of Mr. Quinn Tamm 
to Hamilton, New York. 




BJr, Quinn Tamm was tentative'!!^ Mheduled to spend 
this week in Hamilton, New York, with Dr.^stabrooks, studying 
the principles of^hypnotism and si;iggestlon. An unusual con- 
gestion of work in the l^oratof^due to the Mattson Case makes 
it practically Impossible for him to leave at this time and I 
tbi nV it would be wise to defer his visit temporarily. 

I have prepared a telegram to Dr. Estabrooks to this 

effect. 



Respectf\iLly, 



E. P. Coffey 



WK>;KJG 



January^ 29, 1937 



O 

Dr. G. H. Estabrooks, 
Colgate University, 
liamiltOQ, Hew York. 


Dear Dr. Estabrooks: 

There is enclosed United States Treasury check 
#3,406,597, in the amount of ^15.00, covering necessary 
expenses iheuri*od by you during your stay in Washington, 
D. 0., on January 1 and 2, 1937. 

Sincerely, 


John Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 



,39971 








February IS, 1937. 


TiECORDED 


Mr* A, L. Web, 

43i Ootavia Street, 

Saa Francisco, California# 


Bear Mr# Webs .' 

. ''■■?••■•■■■ ■r'- 

I wish bp ackiio^lssige receipt of yoSr letter .dated 
^saaary 28 , 1937 , together «itb tbs esaclasure attached .^ereto, and 
to advls© you that the coa tents thereof have beesi'-a'^td# ^ 

s' 

Kith reference to the offer of year sertlees to -this 
Bureau, this rill inforsa you that the luvestigative work ^ of the 
Federal Buresa of lareffitigation, Qaited States, Dopar’teeiat of Justice, 
is per.fo3®6d by Spsoial Agents ©ho se basic kiualificavlons for 
poinJUaeat ©re refiected iti the- eadosed stateiaeoi, 

I aa also eusloBing a boo^et entitled ’‘fhe Federal 
Bureau of Investlgatioa**, ©bleb *111 oatliB© to you the *ork perforsed 
by the Special Agents sad -abteh 1 hop© will fad of assis'tenc© to you* 

Very truly yours. 


gbcl, #iP33039 


Fraaclsco 

FEB 1 8 1937 


pr . f ■ ' • 

Jti ii'Sii rtV'.-"'S!5U'3Sf. 


John E&$&r isoover, 

Dlruetor# /y 
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LONDON, Jari,' 27 (U.R) — Mass 
hypnotism, a mysterious •■ “tmth 
drug” and ah epidemic of mass con- 
fession' were advanced by news- 
papers today in their efforts to ex- 
plain the statements of 17 men on 
trial for treason' in Moscow. 

" A Warsaw correspondent of the'; 
anticommunist Daily Mail described: 
in detail the alleged mass hypnot- j 
ism of suspects— that they were put f 
in a. big. brightly lighted room, for- : 
bidden to talk for a few minutes, | 
then confronted by a hypnotist and 
assistants..; The hypnotist, the cor- i 
respondent .said, faced the suspects, 
while, attendants turned, off,, lights; 
except for 'spotlights,' at which the ' 
suspects gazed, and that then a ' 
rnonotonous speech sent them into j 
a traiice. • . ' ! 

The Daily Express and Morning 
Post, also anticommunist, inclined 
to the truth -drug idea, i But a Post 
medical correspondent • recalled, as 
a simpler , explanation,, the occa- 
sional epidemics of confession ' in 
sch ools and Institutio ns after re- 
ligious meetings. 
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February 20, - 1937, 


ftSGORDBlI 


62-39979 




Special Agent in Charge, 
New York, New York. 


li* 


Dear Sir: 


In line with soeg research which the Bureau* s 
Technical Laboratory is conducting, Mr, q. Taraia of the 
Technical Laboratory will arrive in New York on Sunday 
morning, February 28, 1937, at tThich time it is desired 
that your office have available for Wr, Tanm*'s rise an 
automobile in which he can proceed to Hamilton, Now York, 
and i^hich can be kept in his possession from February 28 
to March 7, 1937, 



i 

iZioo Griaily. 


Very truly yours. 


John Edgar Hoover, 
Director, 
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February 20, 1937. 





Doctor G. H. Estabrooks, 
' Colgate Ublrersity, 
Herailton, New York. 



Dear Doctor Estabrooks: 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of yotar letter of 
February 8, 1937 in idiich you advise that you will be ^ad to 
have Mr. Q. Tanm of the Technical Laboratory visit you at any 
time that ia convenient for him. 

In line with this suggestion, I vdsh to advise you 
that Mr, Taran will arrive in Hamilton, New York on the afternoon 
of Sunday, February 20, 1937, and will remain for the following 
week, if this date suits your convenience. 

Sincerely yours. 







J.OHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


LCSsCSH 


2Su«a« of Jnuoatt 3 attott 
llntioi) §iatoa Scpartmotit of Suatico 
]9laal;tit3tott« C. 

February 2, 1937 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


i . ; • A,- • 


The'^Exec utlves Conference on February 2nd, ^essrs. 

Tolson, Clegg, Quihn^ Fo^orth and Schllder being present, 
approved the atteched suggestion by Mr, Coffey to the effect 
that no encouragement should be given to Dr, G, H, Estabrooks to 
visit the Bureau in connection with current studies"^ hypnotism. 
It was decided that it would be more desirable to await "MriTT^iasr^ 
Tamm's return to the city and a visit by him to Hamilton, New 
York to see what is going on there along these lines before 
formulating any definite additional plans in this connection. 

Respectfully, 

For the Conference, 



Clyde Tolson, 
Chairman. 



~ ^ ©STTM i<joo asaifCKj®® 


isiOKhi £OGAR HOOVER 
OIRECTOR 


EPC;ON 

62-39979-32 


^ureau ai 

ji^ of Statics 

3S9]aI|ixajfoit, C. 

Jantiary 30, 1^37. 
MEMORANDA FOR MR. NATHAN. \ 


Re: Letter from Dr. G. H. 
Estabrooks. 


We have here another letter from’ Dr. G. H. Estabrooks 
ofj ^olgate Unive i: sit y in Hamilton, New York. He suggests that it 
might be possibre°*’fbr”him to work in Washington for a couple of 
weeks on the subject of hypnotism in the criminalistic field. He 
further infers that some arrangement might be worked out with the. 

Army Intelligence Service for doing some of this experimenting in 
one of their hospitals. 

I siaggest that the Bureau consider the desirability of 
having him around here for a couple of weeks this summer. I would 
recommend definitely at this time against any attempt to work in 
collaboration with the Army Intelligence inasmuch as I feel their 
interests in this matter are entirely different from ours. I can 
see some advantages in having him down here this summer for two 
weeks in that he could work with and be closely associated with Mr. 

Q. Tamm who the Bureau has designated to study this subject. The 
question of providing subjects for experiments, however, and whether 
we can spare or would wish to^use our own personnel, is something to 
be considered. There is another factor. Dr. Estabrooks' expenses 
would have to be taken care of. In his letter proposing this he 
also uses the phraseology, " — spend a couple of weeks in yoior vicinity 
provided such a move would be worth while". I do not know whether 
he infers by this that he would also appreciate a honorarium. 

Respectfully, 


E. P. Corf^. 


r;TOrded' 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 




PLACEMENT BUREAU 


February 8, 1937 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. . 

Dear Mr. Hoovers 

I wish to thank yOu for yoiu? letter of February 1st and to assxire 
you that we will be very glad to see Mr. Tamm whenever he is free. 

With reference to the summer proposition, needless to say, I will 
make no definite move here. It so happens that we will probably be 
motoring around this area this summer and we might Just as well stop 
for a couple of weeks in the vicinity of Washington. as anywhere ©IsfeS^. * 

1 am also- hoping that with the easing up of the weather, we will 
be able to get more work done.} / . :;p 



i ra 10 ig|7 , 

OHB/1 , ■ 




SHacORbSD COf I yiLlB 1 
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'ICOLGATE lIMVERSITY 




HAMHiTOir. If. Y. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


February 22, 1937 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Bureau of Investigation 
¥/asbington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I wish to thank you for your last letter with reference to the 
possibility of Mr. Tamm's spending the week of February 28 on the 
campus • 

This is excellent. It just happens that I will be leaving early 
Friday morning for Mount Hermon School and will not be back until 
the morning of the 9th. On the other hand, perhaps Monday, Tuesday, 
Vi/ednesday, and Thursday would be enough time for Mr. Tamm. I think 
it probably would. 

Unless I hear otherwise, I will be expecting him to arrive on the 
campus as you suggest Sunday- afternoon,- February 28. . In so far as .. . 
I know, otherwise, the week-=^Qf.=Manc±i— be equally 
satisfactory. 


aEOO'5?.DSD> 



FEDERAL CUREAD OF ih'hSTlJiATlON 

Most cordially yo\xrs 

:FEB 23 1931 >'• 

U. S- GV ^Hhlist.^lirooks . 

V 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


Q^:MM 

62-39979 


Siur^au of JnuootiBation 
§tato0 Btpartmont of Suatice 
]39a0l|t tigton, i3* ©. 

February 19, 1937 * 


wmoumm. for m, nathan. 


Proposed trip of .Mr. 



i/^Cf \ To:. 


Nathan 


IggffiLPf the 


I Mr. Baughman . 

I Kr. Clegs 

I JVIr. Corley 

t Mr. Bawsey 


Mr. Egan 

Air. Fosv/orth . . 


I Mr. To3oph - 
Mr. Lester . . 
Mr. Nichols. 

hlr. Quiai^.-. 


Mr. Tracy. 


Technical Laboratory tomEolgate Univers|ty»ipG“^- 


In line vdth the proposed trip of Mr. Q. Tamm of the Technical 
> 5 j L aboratory to Colgate University where he is t^^ contact Doctor G. H. 
^EstabrojOks, concerning the Bureau’s research ii ^ypnotisn i, it'ilTauggeited 
^hat'lfrT^Tainm proceed to the New_York Fi eld Divi si bn "bn morning of 

Febr\iary 28, 1937, where he can obtain one of the Bureau cars and drive 
from New York City to Hamilton. 

^ It is believed desirable, to facilitate the work which is to be 

carried on, at Colgate Uhiversity, that B&*i Tamm have one of the Bureau - . 
cars in his possession for the week that he is going to be in Hamilton. 

t ■ ' 

Respectfully, 




E. P. Coffey. 


(9 
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FEDERAL BUhEAU uH^^VESTIGATION 

FEB 24 1937 P. iV). 

^^DEPARl iViENT 

"a 









Inasmuch as Bir. Quinn Tamm will arrive in New lork 
before eight o'clock tomorrow morning and wants to get off for 
Hamilton, I telephoned Mr. Whitley and made arrangements for 
him to have a car available for him at the Kent Garage on 43rd 
Street before eight o'clock, Mr. Whitley said he would take 
care of this. 

While -telking to Mr. Whitley he mentioned the new 
suspect in the Rockefeller case, Enrique Garcia, New York #1440. 
This has been previously covered Iqr memorandum written by Sh*. 

E, A, Tamm yesterday. The material has not yet reached the 
Bvireau but as soon as it is examined and compared with the 
Rockefeller script writing I will send through a special report 
and wire New York. 


Respectfully, 








WDOaDJTD COfT 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. MARCH 2, 193? 

Transmit the following message to: TaMM 

COLGATE IM 
HAMILTON MEW TORK 


iUTHOElTH GfUlTEK TO GIVE TALKS RE FUNCTIONS OP BUREAU 



/ 


'j 

i' Tt-r, 'Tcliu:!. .V. -. 

; s:b. Gicca f - 

,| K.-, CoCsy 

I.-1:;.' Bawcsy 

Ei'. Ecoa 

Eiiif. Eoxro-orth — — — 

EIf. Glavin 

Ilr. Earbo 

I.Sr. Joseph 

Efc Lester 

E3r. Nichols- — 

lir. Qahjn — — 

XSr. Schilto-^i..-.-- 
|j llis. Trx.m 
LCr. Trs:cyi— — 
ISao 




'QT:MT:MAC 



M&rch iO* 1937* 


Cootor G* H* aitabiwkti 
Colgate U ftlirTgltyp 
flmlltmjf Swr loiic* 

Dear Doctor Estabrocikai 

tir. Q« f*m of tM Tcohtdoal 
lAboratox^ infemsd ee of the oourteouo 
warmer with which he wae treated while 
visiting you at Colgate* X m sure that 
the deaonetratlcmo you gave for him were 
extresely Interwatlngi and I wish to thaftk 
you for your Idnd coa«ld®r»ti^ In giving 
eo ffiuch of your valuable tiae to Taass# 

Very truly yours » 

For the Director^ 


Harold Hal^um^ 
Assistant Director* 


becosded 


srcnc, 

MAR 1 0 1937 


i 0fcpjS}.4c.H( h- .V.,, f: 
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March 10, 1937 
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62-39979 

Speoidl AgBiit in. Chargs, 
Detroit, Michigan, 


Dear Sirs 

^ ! Please refer^jp the Bureau* s letter of January 

X ■ X5, 1937, concerning Dr^flrickson, stationed at the 

;< Psychiatry Hospital at ^pise, Michigan. 

f) 

Bo reply has been received and your early 
, i attention to this laatter is desired, 

F Very truly yoiirs, 

'N '' For the Director, 


Harold Nathan, 




62-39979-43 ' 

March 2S, 1937, 


Doctor 0. H. .gstabrooka, 
Colgate Unlvaralty, 
Hamiltoa, New York. 


Dear Doctor Bstshrooka: 

Reference la sadl© to your letter of i;areh 13, 

1937 pertalniae to the visit of Mr. fatsm of the 
Bureau to Colgate irniverslty. I «fish to thank you for 
the list of names you sutomitted of the men Mr. famm 
encountered during hla visit to Colgcte. 

?^ith reference to your rc^jueat for the possible 
name of soiMone in chaste of personnel in the congreseional 
Bibrai^, you are advised that lir. iSdgar #» Rogers is the 
Personnel Officer of the Library of congress. I hope that 
this laforaatioa will be of some value to you. 

Sincerely yours, 


1; Jh-r. 

yLT. 

I 

1 B2y. 
^1 H- 

rsr, 
n. 
!j ife- 

{l 

‘ rsr. 

I' If. 
i! 

Mr. 
If-. 
If. 
r£rv. 
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ToU'oa. ... 

Ueu-jlj'j" ‘ ...t 

C13SS - 

OaHray-.-.J. 

JI'uTFBay 

¥.C?asi ’ 

iPazwortJi 

Glavfn 

Elarfeo i - 

JoEOpll — . 

Zeabssr — 

Wichalo. . 

Qialaxi..... 

CcMidor.. 
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John Edgar Hoover, 
Director, , 



COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


March 12, 1937 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I iTish to tharik you for allov/ing Mr. Tamm to spend his time with us. 
I hope that he feels that this was not wholly Tjasted time. I promised him the 
names and initials of several gentlemen he wished. Among these are: 

Dr. Erc'^Eeifenstein, Psychopathic Hospital, Syracuse, New York. 

Dr. IKJi. Hildreth, Psychopathic Hospital, Syracuse, New York. 


1^. Dr. M.S^^oley, 309 S. McBride Street, Syracuse, New York. 


-Gapta-i-n--A-.C.^Welch-,-- G.U.C.- Camp, -S.- 103-, De Ruyten, -N..Y-.— 

Dr^^ieivton, Little Falls, New York. 

Professor S.jTWrench, Department of Chemistry, Colgate University, Hamilton, ij.Y. 
Professor R.W^Foley, Department of Sociology, Colgate University, Hamilton, N.Y. 

Once again I wish to thanlc you for the visit and assure you of our 
continued interest. 

Would it he possible for your bureau to refer me to some possible 
opening for blind people. We have an extremely brilliant blind freshman vdio I 
would like to place inilibrarj’- work for the summer. . Could' you furnish me the name 
of someone in the Congressional library"? 


Most dordially yours. 


G.H. Estabrooks 




GHE/bp 


BECOivi. > 3 "VS 

" I 'i ■' ^ r f l ' CsiiGATi o| 

16 1937 1 ^ ^ 


/ - 
Xjohn 


XJOHN EDGAR'FIOOVER 


DIRECTOR 


QT:MT 


mederal dSttreau at HttueBtigatian r ; 

ISttf ted states 59epartment of JfuHf ice ' ' L 

A 

^Kaairington, 59. C. 

March IQ, 1937. 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NATHAN 





The follov'ring is a report of the visit of 'Mr. Q. ~ 

Tamm of the Laboratory with Dr. G. H^Estabrooks of ■ - - 

Colgate University, at which time Dr. Estabrooks demonstrated - 
to Mr. Tamm, the various phenomena connected withf^ypnotism* ' _ 

During the first evening of the visit at 
Colgate University, Dr. Estabrooks demonstrated his 
technique using tv/o premedical students whom he had picked 
from a group of ten students as being possible hypnotic ■ 
subjects.' ilr. Tamm was ' informed that Dr. Estabrooks had. 
never. worked with these two students before,. During the 
process^of the demonstration Dr.' Estabrooks was 
successful in iimnediately inducing a deep state of somnabulism 
simply by the suggestion that the student relax and go 
to sleep. During the course of the experiment Itr; Tamm.' 
observed Dr. Estabrooks* method in inducing hypnosis and 
also ascertained from him that it. is his belief that 
approximately o ne-fifth of the people in this country 
pvill make good hypnotic subjects. However, the 
consensus of opinion is that such a state of somnabulism 
is most successfully produced in people of the higher 
intelligence .level. Hovrever, this correlation of 
intelligence- ■^'iith the ability- of - the person to be 
placed in a state of hypinosis did not folloiv thrbu^ all 
the experiments which were conducted. 

RECOEDED & 33S 

On the second day of. Mr. Tamm’s visit, in the • - ' 

conipany 'of Dr. Estabrooks, he proceeded to Syrracuse 
University where various doctors ©f the psy’-chopathi^^^ -^337 
clinic were contacted. The .fi\st of these doctors \ 

who -Mr. Tamm met was Dr. l!ario^l3boley, one of^the 
recognized world’s authorities on drugs. Dr. Dooley- 
during the course of conversation, which Mr. Tamm had with 
him advised that he understood that Jihe Michigan State ^ 


3innM= 


iSTIGATi; 



I Police in' their- work in conjunction with a Dr. Snyder ‘'v cy 
are making extensive use of the so-called "truth . sera." 

In connection Dr, Dooley advised that Dr. Sny^der is 
successfully giving injections of scopalamine, and, also, 
sodium aiinytol.in large quantities which have previ.ously 
been thought to be fatal. Dr. Dooley advises that he 

COPIES destroyed 
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understands that Dr. Snyder of the-Mchigan State Police 
is being extre.niel3r. successful in his use of the so-called 
"truth sera" but that publication of any of the work being 
done has been withheld., Mr. Tamm also asked Dr. Dooley 
about the use of oxygen such as is being made in hospitals 
at the present time to reduce the air tension in. special 
rooms. In this connection Dr. Dooley advised that the use 
of oxygen in this form produces a mild state of intoxication 
and is used in a great n\imber of dementia praecox cases to 
reduce the resistance of the person so being treated. It ■ 
being Dr. Dooley's opinion that the use of oxygen in this 
form places the patient in such a position that their 
resistance is at a. low ebb. 

After the conference a^ set out above, Mr. Tamm 
had a conference with Dr. E. ..G.l^eifen^tein, Jr., and a 
Dr. Hildreth. Dr. Reifenstein is 'the interne'~ih 'the 
hospital conducted bj'' the ps^.'-chopathic clinic of Sj/racuse 
University, and has had a good deal of experience in 
hypnosis, having taken training- under Professor- Wells, 
formerly of Syracuse University and recognized at one time 
as one of the v^orld's forem.ost authorities on hypnosis. 

Dr. Reifenstein had been contacted by Dr. Estabrooks for. 
the purpose of conducting experiments in making use of 
drugs, and has been working in, this connection with 
Dr. Hildreth although a great deal of experiments have not 
been made. It is Mr. Tamm's opinion that Dr. Reifenstein ' 
is scientifically sound and is a type of person ^vho has 
an extremely analytical mind. He seems to be very 
enthusiastic about the experiments to be conducted in 
line with ascertaining the various phases of hypnosis 
and has done an extremely large amount of reading on 
this subject. Dr. Reifenstein, if his enthusiasm remains 
at the point which it is at the present time, would \mdoubtedly 
produce results that would be very indicative of Just how 
far the subject of hj'pnosis can. be cised and Just what type 
of reaction can be expected, from a person Tfho is under 
the influence of drugs. However, Mr. Tamm reports that 
due to the approach which Dr, Reifenstein is making 
to this problem, due to the type of person v/hich he is, 
while extremely energetic and wanting to arrive at a 
successful conclusion, his analytical scientific mind 
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has broken the problem down into so many phases that it 
could not possibly be finished by less than twenty years 
research at the rate in which the problem is progressing 
at the present time. Mr. Tamm attempted to point this 
out to Dr. Reifenstein and endeavored to suggest to him 
some short-cuts v^rhich could be taken to definitely ascertain 
as quickly as possible whether the injection interveinously 
of certain types of drugs would place a person in a condition 
in which they vrere more susceptible to hypnosis. , In this 
connection. Dr. Reifenstein had com.e across in the 
literature, . a book entitled. Hypnosis, written in Germany, 
by two psychologists, namely, Paul Schilder and Otto Kauders, 
in which it was revealed that these two men had done 
extensive work in the use of drugs in connection with 
hypnosis, and had decided that probably the best of the 
drugs to use would be a derivative of barbuteric acid which 
can be used in a fast acting form and injected either 
interveinously or given orally. This drug will place a 
person under its effects and completely out for a period 
of fifteen minutes then in addition they will have a 
half hour in which they are extremely sleepy while the 
effect of the drug is wearing off. iir. Tamm suggested 
to Dr. ■ Reifenstein that if m.aterial vrere available, it 
might be a good idea to experiment first with this drug 
due to the fact that the literature reflects that it would 
probably be the most successful drug to use. To give an 
idea as to the breakdown which- Dr. Reifenstein has made 
of the problem., Mr. Tamm reports that the follomng outline 
has. been prepared by Dr. Reifenstein and then broken up 
again into seventy som.e different sections. 

General Outline of Problems of Hypnosis 
. By. Dr. E. C. Reifenstein, Jr, 

!• The Induction of Fhn^nosis 

To study all possible methods of augm.enting the 
induction of hypnosis, and to 'determine the best and mosb 
practical of these, 

/ 

2, The Alteration of/ Mental Performance 

Stimulation :" .T^o study all possible methods by 
which mental performance bn any type of test may be made 
more efficient, and to determine the best and m*ost practical 
of these. 


• • 
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a. The Stimulation of Memory 

To study all possible methods by which 
memorj^ of the past and for the future can be stimulated 
to be more complete, more lasting, and more readily 
reproduced, and to determine the best and most practical 
of these. 

b. The Production of Cooperation 

. To study all possible methods by which a 
person, resistant for any reason, can be made more 
cooperative, and to determine the best and most 
practical of these. 

Inhibition : To study all possible methods by which 
mental performance on any type of test may be ma.de less 
efficient, and to determine the best and most practical 
of these. 

a. The Production of Resistance 

To study all possible methods by which a 
cooperative person can be made resistant to any form 
. of mental testing. 

Special problem : To study all methods by 
which information .Stored .in the subconscious mind 
may be protected from any form of mental testing. 

3 . The Criteria of State and Depth of Hypnosis ' 

To establish criteria to deteniD.ne the state and 
depth of hj'pnosis in any individual. 

4. The Refining of Hypnotic Technique 

To study all methods of refining the ordinary 
technique of hypnosis. 

5. The Criteria of Hypnotizability 

To establish criteria to determine the hj^pnotizability 
of any person (other than actually attempted induction). . 

lir. Tamm believes that this outline vrhile. not 
entirely accurate due to the fact that it is taken from 
his notes, will give some idea of the method of which 
Dr. Reifenstein intends to approach this problem, and 


• • 
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the ramifications which he is finding in the problem itself. 
However, it is'J.!r. Tamm's belief that Dr. Reifenstein would 
produce some very fine work and could arrive at some very 
definite . conclusions quickly if he were 'pushed to the 
point where he could try experiments using. drugs on his 
patients in the hospital, and definitely deteniD.ne some 
of the points which the Bureau is anxious to know. In 
connection with the mental tests set out in Dr. Reifenstein' s 
outline, it is noted that Dr.. Hildreth, who is working 
with him, is a doctor of psychology, and as such has been 
experimenting four years vath various mental tests. His 
intere.st in the problem of hypnosis is strictly limited 
to the increase in the person's capability while in a 
hypnotic state, and as such he would work along with 
Dr. Reifenstein if permitted to carry out his mental tests 
on persons so treated by hj'pnosis. It is lir. Tam.m's 
suggestion that Dr. Reifenstein be contacted in the very ■ 
near future again and attempts be made to have his 
experiments with drugs pushed to the full extent,- so that 
a definite conclusion can be rapidly dram from this 
connection. 

Returning from S;/racuse, Dr. Estabrooks and 
Mr. Tamm stopped at a Civilian Conservation Corps camp 
where Mr. Tamm, met a Captain S. J. ffelch, who is in 
charge of this Civilian Conservation Corps camp and is ' 
also an amateur hypnotist, itr. Tamm was informed that 
Captain Welch makes use of the tjpie of hj'pnotic 
technique, known as the eye fixation method, in 
which he stares a person into somnambulism. This, of 
course, is not alv/ays a successful method due to the 
fact, Mr* Tamm comments, that the person doing the 
hypnosis is injecting his ovm personality into the 
experiment and in such a case may irritate the person 
who is being hypnotized. Dr. Estabrooks had a couple 
of sub je cts whom he had ponditioned into a state of 
hypnosis at the Civilian Conservation Corps camp, so 
conditioned that when Dr. Estabrooks lit a cigarette 
the two subjects dropped into a very deep state of 
soimiambulism during which time they were neither conscious 
of the fact that they had been hypnotized nor upon 
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awakening were not conscious that they had been asleep. 

Dr. Estabrooks demonstrated- there to Mr. Tamm the method 
of conditioning- a person so that they can be readily 
returned to a hypnotic state, and, also, demonstrated 
several experiments usin^ post-hypnotic suggestion 
in Tfhich the person was placed in a hypnotic state 
then certain suggestions were made, the person brought 
out of the hypnotic state and they would follow the 
s-uggestions as they had been outlined while the person 
was asleep. 

The following day a Dr. William Shankweiler, ■ 
who is a professor of historj'- at Colgate University, 
and whom I understand is an applicant for Special Agent 
in the Bureau, demonstrated to Mr, Tamm the technique 
which he had learned from Dr. Estabrooks, During the 
Bureau's pre-sd-ous correspondence with Dr. Estabrooks 
it was pointed but to him that it was not believed 
necessary for him to teach his technique to Dr, Shankweiler, 
HoT/ever, he has gone ahead and taught Dr. Shankweiler 
the technique of hypnosis. Dr. Shankweiler gave a 
demonstration for Mr. Tamm using three college students 
as hypnotic subjects.- Dr. Shankweiler demonstrated the 
technique he uses -which is exactly the same technique as 
that used by Dr. Estabrooks, However, the students 
upon which Dr, Shankweiler demonstrated, students of 
which he claimed to .'have previously placed in a hypnotic 
state, were not placed in a hypnotic state during the 
demonstration conducted for Mr. Tamm. One of the three 
subjects was placed in a semi-state of somnabulism but 
this was not such a state that he could not remember what 
was going on or what questions were asked him. 

Dr. Shankweiler impressed Mr, Tamm as being extrem.ely 
capable sort of a fellow with a definite interest in the 
research work in which Dr. Estabrooks is conducting in 
the field of hypnosis. 

During the rest of Mr. Tamm's stay at Colgate 
University, Dr. Estabrooks demonstrated various hypnotic 
experiments conducted on persons who he had previously 
hypnotized, and had acclimated to such a condition that 
they would go to sleep upon the lighting of a cigarette. 
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Dr. Estabrooks also showed Itr. Tamm using, ten college 
students how he would go about picking subjects for 
hypnotic research from a group such as that. It is 
noted for record purposes that in this type of research 
use is made of the so-called waiting suggestions, the 
suggestions given to the subjects that they close 
their eyes, then upon the giving. of several suggestions, 
it is shewn that they cannot open their eyes, and in 
the group of ten I'rith which Dr. Estabrooks was working 
he successfully had three of them who could not open 
their eyes when he said that they could not. He 
also made use of the stiffening of the arm and the 
stiffening of the body suggesting to the person that 
they could not relax, and this was also true in the 
three cases in which the eye closing technique was used. 
Mr* Tamm also observed Dr. Estabrooks in a test at the 
Young Men's Christian Association in Utica, New York, 
in which Dr. Estabrooks makes use of a galvanometer, 
and under the explanation or guise that he is . 
experimenting with the curve of relaxation as shown 
on the galvanometer. Dr. Estabrooks has found at 
least one good hypnotic subject, a boy, of fifteen 
years of age whemhe successfully hypnotizes and puts 
through several tests without the boy realizing the fact 
that he is in a hypnotic state. This is also true of 
the Young Men's Christian Association authorities who 
do not know that Dr. Estabrooks is practicing hypnosis 
under their noses but think that he is studying 
psychological reflexes as shovm on the galvanometer. 

Mr. Tamm also met a Dr. W. H. Meiivton, an 
amateur hypnotist, of Little Falls, New York, who 
has been taught the hjpnotic technique by Dr. Estabrooks 
and is at the present time experimenting with him in 
his work. He has been successful in one case in which 
a boy has built up a defense mechanism to protect him 
from working in which the boy states that he loses 
the use of his vocal chords. Dr. Newton has success-/ 
fully' cured this boy of this defense mechanism by a 
hypnotic suggestion that has worked very well in 
this particular case. 
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In connection with the research work as being 
done by Dr. Estabrooks, it is noted that in lir. Tamm's 
opinion Dr. Estabrooks could aM will carry on intense 
research if he is kept on the track on which the Bureau 
is interested. However, Jlr. Tamm observed that 
Dr. Estabrooks is extremely lazy, consequently it is 
rather difficult to keep him working on the subject. 

In addition to this he has a habit of rambling and 
wandering off the chosen' path into something that has 
no particular connection. Dr. Estabrooks, of course, 
is ■ extremely enthusiastic about this work, but it is 
difficult to keep him on the exact line in whj.ch the 
endeavor should be carried on. During the course of 
conversation with Mr. Tamm, Dr. Estabrooks advanced the 
possibility ’that he get into a hospital for a couple of 
weeks during the coming summer, at which time he could 
v^ork under the guise of a simple psychologist doing 
research work, and in this guise or disguise to find 
hypnotic subjects and definitely ascertain how much of 
a disguise technique could be used in working with 
hospital patients, especially in an array hospital. 

In this connection. Dr. Estabrooks is rather sold 
on the subject that the War Department Intelligence 
Unit could ma.ke, great use of hypnosis. In this connection 
it is also noted that during the war. Dr. Estabrooks 
informs Mr. Tamm, he suggested to the British Intelligence 
Unit that they make use of hjrpnosis. Dr. Estabrooks 
explains the fact that they did not use it due to the 
circumstances which were that he was not as well versed 
in the science of hypnosis as he is at the present time. 

He claims now that if he reached them with such a 
suggestion, he could probablj'- get their attention. 

Mr. Tamm believes that Dr. Estabrooks is somewhat thrilled 
at the fact that he is working with the so-called "G-Men," 
and it is extremely difficult to keep him from wanting to 
broadcast the fact here, there, and everywhere. However, 
he can be made to and willingly to do good research work 
if contact is kept with him constantly. In view of 
Mr. Tamm's trip, it is his opinion tha.t the most satisfactory 
res\£Lts which are to be obtained in this research work will 
probably come from the work of Dr. Reifenstein due to the 
analytical quality of his mind', the fact that he can follow 
a straight line in his research, a.nd due to the enthusiasm 
in which he goes into his research problems. 
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In connection with Mr, Tamm's visit at Colgate 
University, he was requested to make a series of talks 
before sociology classes of the university, and upon 
receiving Bureau authorization proceeded to give these 
talks. The first talk was given to a seminar or advanced 
class in sociology to which Mr, Tamm spoke on the selection 
and training of the personnel, the Technical Laboratory, 
and discussed various criminal investigative method 
measures with the students. Mr, Tamm reported that this 
talk was received very enthusiastically and that the 
professor in charge of the class was greatly enthusiastic 
about the work. The following day Itr. Tamm addressed a 
class consisting of the twenty students to whom he had 
previously spoken and in addition an advanced class in 
sociology which was at that time studying criminology, 
and another class of sociology students. This meeting was 
held in a room id which there were approximately seventy 
to eighty students present, and Mr. Tamm again spoke 
to them principally on the work of the Technical Laboratory, 
the type of exiaminations made in the Laboratory. The third 
talk which Mr. Tamm gave was attended by, as he ascertained, 
practically all the students in the sociology department 
and three of the professors of the university, ^'ain the 
talk was very enthusiastically received and the doctor in 
charge of the sociology department there was very 
enthusiastic in his praise, of the Bureau when he introduced 
lir. Tamm to the class. In this connection. Dr. R. W. Foley, 
Professor of Soc3.ology and Criminology at Colgate University, 
expressed a desire to bring some of his students to Washington 
to visit the Bureau. This will be quite an undertaking 
for this class and will be conducted in connection with a 
field trip which Dr. Foley expects to make, taking his class 
first to visit the New York Police Department where he is 
a personal friend of Inspector O'Connell, and then to the 
New York Fire Department, The class expects to spend a day 
seeing the Mew'York Police Department set-up and a day 
spent in the incendiary division of the NeTf York Fire 
Department. In addition. Dr. Foley also intends to take 
his .class to the Bellevue Hospital to visit Dr, CGettler , 
and to view his toxicology laboratory. He expressed a 
desire that after the completion of this visit of the 
New .York Police Department, he would like to bring his 
class from New Mork City to Washington, D. C., arriving here 
sometime in the middle of the day, and spending approximately 
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four hours in going through the Bureau, and then returning 
directly to -New York having no other point O-f interest in 
Washington to see except a visit to the Bureau. Mr. Tamm 
informed Dr. Foley that he was sure the Director would be 
very glad and pleased to have him bring his class to the 
-Bureau for a tour, and that if he woxild notify the Bureau 
as to the time of his arrival in Wg-shington such a tour 
would be conducted for him. . It is noted that Dr. Foley 
is extremely well known in sociology fields and also in 
criminological research fields having at one time conducted 
extensive research in New York State as to the cost of 
crime in the various cities in the locality in which he 
resides. In addition to being a friend of Inspector O'Connell's 
of the New York Police Department, Dr. Foley informed 
Mr. Tamm that he is a very good friend of Chief Owens of 
Rome, ^'^ew York. Dr. Foley informed Mr. Tamm that he has 
Chief Owens as a speaker for his sociology class frequently. 

It is noted that Chief Owens is a former member of the 
National Police Academjr, it is Mr. Tamm's belief that 
due to the fact that Mr. Foley is so extremely prominent 
in his field and has done so much criminological research 
that 8 . special tour should be arranged for him- .arid'-his class 
at the time he visits New York. It is pointed out that 
Dr. Foley is making this trip -to Ifashington ‘gust for the 
express desire of seeing the Bureau. 

During Tamm's visit at the Civilian 
Conservation Corps camp, he was requested to say a. few 
words to the members of the camp who v/ere having a 
theater meeting. Due to the fact that higher authorization 
had not been given to such a talk, Mr. Tamm simply spoke 
to the boys for about five minutes telling them that he 
was glad of the chance to be able to meet them. and told 
them a few stories. 

In connection with his talks at Colgate University, 

Mr. Tamm reports that after the completion of his talks 
he was extended an invitation to at some future date 
which would suit both -.the convenience of the Bureau 
and of Colgate University, to give a talk during a chapel 
meeting- to the assembled body of the Colgate students. It 
is noted that such a talk was given last year by Inspector 
Lester. This talk would be to the total student body of 
Colgate University and the professorial staff. 


•3j 
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Mr. Tamm also had occasion to meet 
Dr. G. B, Cutten, President of Colgate University, ivho 
informed Mr. Tamm that he would be willing to do anything 
to further the research work being conducted by 
Dr. Estabrooks in hypnosis, and that anything he could do 
to cooperate would be gladly done. It is noted that 
Dr. Cutten, now; President of Colgate University, and no 
longer interested in psychological research was at one 
time the foremost authority on hypnosis in the world, at 
which time he conducted extensive experiments in the 
treatment of alcoholism by the use of hypnosis. He was 
also successful in some cases in, treating narcotic cases. 
Dr, Cutten informed Mr. Tamm that at one time during his 
research work and his work in hj'pnosis he was treating as 
many as twenty patients a day. Undoubtedly/ Dr. Cutten 
can give several useful stiggestions to Dr; Estabrooks 
along psychological research lines, 

A separate memorandum is being submitted tnr 
Mr, Tamm on the scientific equipment which he used 
while in New York City, There is attached hereto a 
letter to Dr. Foley informing him. that he will be 
welcomed as a visitor to the Bureau and be shovm through 
the Bureau at a tim.e \'rtien he can visit. There is also 
a letter for the Director's signature to Dr. Estabrooks 
thanking, him for his courtesy, and the manner in which 
he demonstrated his hjhjnotic principles to Mr. Tamm 
during his visit. 


Respectfully, 
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JFpJipral Surpau uf KnuifistigatUtn 

llnttfli ^talpis Srpartmfut of SuHtir? 

Post Office Box 2118 
Detroit - Michigan 
March 25, 1957 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation - 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: DR. MILTON ERICKSON, Eloise, Michigan. 
Miscellaneous - Information Concerning. 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to your letter of January 15, 
1937, (62-39979) requesting that inquiries be conducted concern- 
ing the activities of Dr. Erickson of the Psychiatry Hospital at 
Eloise, Michigan, in regard to his research studies iiPhypnotism. 


txoise, Micnxgan, in regara to nis researcn stuaies lijr hypnotism. 

Special Agent contacted Dr. ^ 

H. K. Gruber, Superintendent of Eloise Hospital, Eloise, Michigan, ^ 
who advised that Dr. Milton H. Erickson is a physician assigned to 
the staff of Eloise Hospital and is conducting research in the 
development of schizophrenia, which is the technical name for 
dementia praecox. 

Dr. Gruber advised that Dr. Erickson was graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin in 1927 with a B.A. degree, that 
he received a M.D. and M.A. degree in 1928 from the University 
of Wisconsin, and after his graduation served as a psychologist 
on the Board of Control of the State of Wisconsin. After a year 
on the Board of Control, he then went to the Colorado General 
Hospital at Denver, Colorado, where he was assigned to the 
Psychopathic Ward for a period of approximately six months and 
then became associated with the Colorado Psychopathic Hospital, 
conducting experiments in research in the use of hypnosis for 
approximately six months. Dr. Erickson then went East where he 
served as an assistant pt^rsician at the Howard Hospital, Howard, 

Rhode Island, and from there went to the Worcester State Hospital, 
Worcester, Massachusetts, where he worked in the Psychiatry 
Division of the Hospital from 1930 mtil 1934. He became associ- 
ated with the Eloise Hospital in May, 1934, and is still on_tj^_ 
staff and is in charge of research in schizophrenia, i A 

EEGOEDED & INDEXES ^ ^ / I 

Dr. Gruber advised that he has observed ' Dr , ' ■ ' ■ - - ■ 

Erickson hypnotize many individuals and has seen him conduct 
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experiments when the victims were under hypnosis. It is his 
opinion that Dr. Erickson is one of the best individuals who 
can produce hypnosis and secure information from these indi- 
viduals after having worked on them for a considerable length 
of time so that he can ascertain their mental processes. 

Dr* Gruber advised that Dr. Erickson has on 
several instances worked with sexual perverts, with persons 
suffering from dementia praecox and with one or two persons 
who have committed misdemeanors and while under the influence 
of hypnosis he has seen them react favorably to suggestions 
offered by Dr. Erickson which would tend to correct their evil 
and criminal tendencies. Dr. Gruber stated, however, that it 
is necessary for Dr. Erickson to spend at least three or four 
months with a patient before his unconscious reflexes respond 
favorably to the suggestions offered. 

Dr. Gruber advised that he did not know whether 
Dr. Erickson had written any texts or collaborated in the writ- 
ing of any texts on hypnosis but stated that he personally 
knew Dr. Erickson had read many papers dealing with psycho- 
analysis and hypnosis and was apparently well thought of by 
leading psychoanalysts of the country, among them Dr. Hiill of 
Yale and to. Ewald of the University of Colorado. 

Dr, Gruber stated that to. Erickson is about 
thirty-eight years of age and that he is married to his second 
wife who is considerably younger than he is and that his first 
Tidfe, by whom he had three children, was adjudged insane several 
years ago. 

Dr. L. R. Linton, who is attached to the staff 
of the Eloise Hospital, advised that he had worked with to. 
Erickson at Colorado State Hospital and was impressed by the 
skill he used in inducing t^rpnosis and the scientific principles 
used by Dr. Erickson in securing evidences of past activities 
from victims under hypnosis. He verified all of the infor- 
mation sec\ired from Dr, Gruber, 


Dr. Seling, who is in charge of the Psychopathic 
Clinic of Recorders Court, Detroit, Michigan, and Dr. John 
Larson, assistant to to, Seling in the Psychopathic Clinic of 
Recorders Cotirt, both verified the information concerning the 
education and qualifications of Dr. Erickson which had been 
seciired from Dr. Gruber, Dr. Larson indicated that because 
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anyone associated with hypnosis has a dangerous tool and weapon 
at his command, he is necessarily subjected to much rumor and 
gossip concerning violations of medical ethics and practices 
and of immoral actions. 

Dr. Seling, while admitting that Dr. Erickson was 
well grounded in hypnosis and psychopathic work, he still felt 
that Dr. Erickson was slightly demented so far as his activities 
along hypnosis are concerned. 

There are inclosed herewith the following papers, 
in pamphlet form, which were prepared by Dr. Milton H. Erickson 
for publication 

Opportunities for Psychological Research 
in Mental Hospitals. 

A Brief Siirvey of Hypnotism. 

A Clinical Note on a Word-Association 
Test. 

The Concomitance of Organic and Psycho- 
logic Changes During Marked Improvement 
in Schizophrenia. 

A Study of an Experimental Neurosis 
Hypnotically Induced in a case of 
Ejaculatio Praecox. 

The Development of Apparent Unconsciousness 
During Hypnotic Reliving of a Traumatic 
Experience. 

A Study of Hypnotic Deafness by Means of a 
Conditioned Response. 

Very truly yours. 

Jay C, Neyanan 
Special Agent in Charge 


RJZ:ERA , 
62-875 
7 Inclostires 
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62-39979-46 


April 2, 1937. 


Dr. G. H. Esta brooks, 
Colgate University, 
Hamilton, He® York. 


Dear Dr. Sstabrooks: 

Reference is made to your letter of March 26, 
1937, vfith which you forwarded a bibliography of the 
work of Dr. M. H. Erickson of the Eioise State Hospital, 
Eloise, Michigan. 

I wish to thank you for your courtesy in for- 
warding this material to the Bureau and, for the interest 
which you have muifested in the Bureau’s activities. 

Sincerely yours. 
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John Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 
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COLGATE UNIVERSI 



HAMILTON, N. Y. 




PLACEMENT BUREAU March 26, I 937 

Mr, J, Edgar Hoover 
B-oreau of Federal Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 



It so appears that Dr. M. hJ E rickson, Eloise State Hospital, Eloise, 
Michigan, has just forwarded to me a ‘bibliography of his work on 
0 hypnotism, I am sending you a copy of this in case it may "be of 
interest to your Department. It seems to me that Erickson is an 
extremely able operator and one who could shed light on many a problem. 




"Possible Det^mental Effects from ibqperimental Hypnosis," 
Jo\irnal of Abnormal and Social Psyddology 
October-December 1932 - Vol. XX7II, Ho. 3» 321-‘327 


2, "!I!he Investigation of a Specific ibnnesia." 
Ihe British Journal of Medical Psychology 
,1933 - Vol. XIII, Part II. Pp. 14>150 


3; . "A study of Hypnotically Induced Conmleaes by Means of'the Luria Technique." 
(With Juston, Paul E., Shakow, David) 

The Journal of General Psychology 
1934, V61. XXX. Pp. 65-97 

4, "A Brief Survey of Hypnotism," 

Medical Eecord ! 

December 5» 193^* l4o, Ko. 11. Pp, 609-613 

5. "A Study of an Experimental Neurosis Hypnotically Induced in a Case of 
Ejaculatio Praecox." 

The British Journal of Medical Psychology 
Vol. XV. Part 1, I935. Pp. 34-50 

6, "A Study of Hypnotic Deafness by Means of a Conditioned Response." 

In preparation for publication. 

7. "The Development of Apparent Unconsciousness During ^^notic Reliving of a 

Traumatic Ejqjerience, " . 

Accepted for publication. 

Archives of Neurology & Psychiatry 

S, "A Clinical Note: on the Experimental Demonstration' of Unconscious 
Mentation," ' " ' 

Accepted for publication. 

Psychoanalytic Quarterly, i 


9, "The Applications of Hypnosis to Psychiatry." 
Accepted for publication, 

Ontario Journal of Neuro-Psychiatry 


10, "The Hypnotic Investigation of Specific Phobifc and Obsessional Behavior," 
Experimental work in preparation for publication, 

11, "The hypnotic Regression of Adult Subjects as Tested by Intelligence Tests." 
Experimental work in preparation for publication, . 
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Hsrch 31, 1937. 


MESOEASBOM FOR^IR* MTBAS, 


Ret Purchase of additional lie detector g 
aad further inquiries into possibilities 
of ^ypnotisa. 

Qn Peeesber 18, 1936* I reviewed the situation with regard 
to the desirability of parehaaing an additional piece of lie deteetiag 
equipment and at that time I indicated that it would be .desirable to 
first review the eqid.pinent of Father Walter G. Summers in Sew fork* 
the new equij^ent of Keeler at Chicago, and the equipment utilized 
Bernard E. Higley of the Ohio State Gniversity at Columbus. It was ^ I 

necessary for me to cancel a contemplated trip of inspection of these 
three pieces of apparatus* Since that time* however, I have had the ' 
opportunity to inspect the Summ^s equipment in Sew Xork and Keeler* s 
new equipment in Chicago. . 

Father SumaerA* equipment is strictly a psycho-galvanometer 
and is made up to his design ly Esterline Angus of Indianapolis* Indiana. 
Keeler has not altei^M his old style polygraph, but rather is using a 
psycho-galvanometer which is separate and distinct from his polygraph* 
but he uses the psycho-galvanometer on some experimental subjects in 
conjunction with the polygraph, .fith Keeler the psycho-galvanometer is 
still strictly experimental and from my conversations with him in Chicago 
I gathered that ha has not yet aastered^^^ difficulties. On the other 
hand, Stasaers in Hew York is using only the psycho-galvanometer, is a 
stu-ong advocate of it, and maintains that the blood pressure and - 

respirstion features of the polygraph are of little .or no use*: 

There remains for us to see only the equipment used by llgley 
at the Ohio State University and I think that ffir. Q. Tama of the latoratory 
eotd.d inspect this and save me tixe time of making that trip. Accordingly, 

I recosfflend that he arrange to proceed to Gol>aEbufl for the purpose of 
looking over this equipment. We are particularly interested in the 
Columbus equipment from the standpoint of the extremely low cuff pressure 
used and the continuous inking feature on the machine.. Upon bis return, 
further consideration can then be given to the type of additional equipment 
that the Bureau should purchase.. 
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for Mr* B^tihaii '*2* March 3i» 1937 if 


% think It woatld also he while Mr^ fans is in Ohio* 
for him to contiau© on to aoiee, mchigan, sga& contact Br^^ikson 
at the hospital up there to deteraine first hand what Erikson is doing 
wildi hypnotism in the eriBiinalistlc fi^d# iadoubtedly Mr, Tama could 
obtain some helpful inforJBation» _ 

If you approve this trip I will lasu© the necessary instructions 
to Mr» Tamm* 


Respectfully, 


E* P. Coffoy. 
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HBiK)B&NDOM FOR TliE FILE. 


On 

Suamnrs la £i< 
at 168th and 
very helpful 
to give such 
of hypnotlBa 
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Re: Lie detection' end hypnotlsa,. 


one occasion *rhen I wes talking alth Father 

York, he suggested that the Neurological Institute 
Fort Wadsworth in Sew York City, night prove e 
contact and undoubtedly they would be in, a position 
inforiaation up there concerning the possible use 
in criDiinalistic fields. 


E* P. Coffey. 
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j Dr. G. H. Estabrooks, 

J Colgate University, 

“ HafflUtoa, Sev lork. 



Dear Dr. Estabrooks? 

In connection with the various conferences had on^ 
the general subiect of hypnotism and suggestion and its 
possibilities as applied to criminalistic problems, I have 
for some time been concerned with the possibility that there 
is some element of danger in this work both when applied | 

'experimentally to volunteer subjects and possibly when applied 
to criminal subjects. I have no tangible inforiBation on such 
possibility end I am wondering if you couiljd advise, me as to 
just how dangerous such procedures might be, considered, both I 

experimentally and invactual practice. '-lou imdoubtedly. 
realise that, the Bureau would have to quite •definitely limit 
its interest in^ the work if it were considere(|e-to be of a 
dangerous character. 

Sith expressions of my appreciation for your continued 
interest in our problems, I remain 

Sincerely yours. 



RECOUDED copy F[£eo (jf 


"John EbGAR hoover 

DIRECTOR 


EPCrOK 


GONFIDEMTIAL 
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Siurtatt of Jttooatisation 
llnliol) ^tatoa iBopartmont of Kuattco 
139aal;tn9ton« C. 

March 30, 1937. 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NATHAN; 


Re: Experiments in hypnosis in 
the detection of deception. 


Last night Mr. Quinn,, Tamm and I conducted the 
planned series of exoOTiments for the purpose of determining if 
possible the value of^ ypnotism in the detection of deception. 
Although we have given considerable study to the technique of the 
application and ioductioh^ hypnotism and Mr. 
on this subject with Dj^Estabrooks, we have 
practical experience in “ i nducing hronotism . 
selected was Special Agent f I of 

and he proved to be a most ideal subject for the purpose. 



Tamm has spent a 
not had previous 
The volunteer subject 
the #3 training school 
During 


?,c^tlon utilizing various psychological 
j,^^ie_d.etectpr was attached to the subject and 


the evening he was rather readily hypnotized on three separate 
occasions. It is not believed that he fully realized he was being 
hypnotized. 

The subject was advised that we were conducting experiments 
in the detection of 
phenomena. First, thj 
several simple tests rim. Siibject showed an unusually well balanced 
emotional make-up under the lie detector. At the end of these simple 
tests subject was informed that he was too tense and that it was 
desired he relax completely. !5r. Tamm then instructed him to assume^ 
a comfortable position and completely relax, at which time Mr. Tamm 
made numerous verbal suggestions on relaxation and sleep. The subject 
responded very nicely and a control test involving the stiffening of 
the arm was tised to determine the extent of the hypnosis. Our 
experience in this respect is somewhat limited but we are both of the 
opinion that he was in a light trance. The subject was then awakened 
and he was informed that he had been successftil in relaxing to some 
extent but that he was still tense and it was thought he could attain 
more perfect relaxation. He then volunteered to assume a more 
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occasion I made the verbal suggestions of relaxation and we thought 
it desirable to carry the siiggestions further than the first time. 

As a result the subject went into a deeper trance and control tests 
involving the stiff arm test and inability to open the eyelids con- 
vinced us that he had gone into a deeper state of hypnotic sleep. 

The second test was considerably longer, taking about 12 minutes. , 

The subject was again awakened after the control test, 
at which time he was told that his relaxation efforts had been qviite 
successful on that Occasion and that the experiment would be continued 
and this-time the questions which he was previously asked on the lie 
detector woifLd be repeated. 

Again the subject relaxed and on this occasion Btr. Tamm 
applied the technique 'in the form of verbal suggestions of relaxation. 
Again the subject readily went into a hypnotic trance. A simple card 
test was then given to him and he was told to truthfully reply to the 
questions asked. As each card was presented and described to him, he 
replied slowly and with the inarticulation of the hypnotized. 

His responses were truthful in all instances. At this time I was 
doing the questioning after Mr. Tamm had informed. the hypnotized subject 
that I would \mdertake the interrogation. Following the card test I 
asked the subject two personal questions; (1) Whether he had practiced 
law at Centerville, Alabama, prioiL tp his employment with the Biireau, to 
which he responded in the affirmative; and (2) Whether the compensation 
received from his law practice at that time had been satisfactory to him, 
to which he replied in the negative. 

The subject was then awakened and asked to describe his 
experience^ which he did in a somewhaC hazy fashion, giving rather 
distinct indications ^pf at least partial amnesia. In this connection 
it should be noted that previous experience with this subject during 
lectures has disclosed that he has an unusually good memory. He was 
unable to accurately recall, however, about 50^ of what transpired during 
the hypnotic trance. 

I believe we are indeed fortunate in drawing this subject for 
the first experiment inasmuch as he was very susceptible, whichsmade it 
that much easier for us. At the same time we fully appreciate that other 
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subjects will not be so easily induced into the state of hypnosis. 
Further experiments with this subject are also planned inasmuch as 
we did not care to go too far with the subject the first evening 
of this work. He is very willing to continue the work. 

The most encouraging outcome of this first experiment is 
the indication which we have received that the use of the lie detector 
provides a very excellent and tactful approach to the subject of 
hypnosis. 

We are pledging our subjects to secrecy at the present so 
that there won't be undue discussion on these experiments around the 
Bureau we plan to continue them on a oonservative basis. You 
will be kept advised of the progress. 


Respectfully, 

E. P. 
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April 16, 1937 . 


Dr. G. H. Estabrooks, 
Colgate Oniveraity, 
Hamilton, Hew York. 


Dear Dr. Estabrooks; 

I wish to thank you for the information set , forth in 
your letter of April 9» 1937. 

Although we are attempting to keep up to date on the 
general subject matter ejid to keep abreast of the developments 
of others in the field, it has not yet been possible for the 
Bureau itself to actually undertake or plan experiments in the 
field, nor do we contemplate any such actual work this Summer. 
If you pass through Wasliington this Summer or at any time, I 
should be more than glad to have you visit the Bureau at that 
time. You may be assured that I will cpmmunicate with you 
further if the present situation changes and we decide to under- 
take any actual experiments. 



Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover, ^ 
Director. ^ 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


April 9, 1937 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C, 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I r-Jatiian 

! tj Mr. Tolson 

I Zfr. Baug-Jimaja y, 
j| Mt. ci&£rg / ,i 

IJ l?5r. CoS7®y 

Mr, Dawcioy .. 

Mr, Egan 

Mr. Eorcv'Oi'tb 
Mr. Glavln .... 

Mr, Hp.rbo 
I Mr. JoDojjb ... 

[ HSr, . .. 

I Mr. Hisliola . . 

'■ Qainsi 

Hr. Schll^ar 
Mr. Tajaxa 


ri// 


■ || Mr. Tr&cy 

I iliao Otiaijr 

Please pardon my slowness in handling various matters, but I th|.nk- - 

it is largely due to Innate laziness ,,, .somewhat along the Presbyterian 
idea of original sin, 

/'with reference to the possible dangers arising from the use of ^ \ 
hypnotism, I do not think there is any doubt that-^bad effects may ^ j 
resuTtrTrom hypnotism if it is improperly used. On the other hand,\aj 
I think that the consensus of opinion in the entire field would 
that results should only be beneficial when it is employed in the ff j 
hands of an expert, ^ J 


hPrankly, I have never seen anything which I have considered in any 
way harmful resulting from my own experiWnts and feel quite certain 
X that other ax^thorl ties, such a^^Dr, M, HyBrickjon, Profe sso r Will iam 
^^vlacDougall, and Professor Clarl^llHuil, would agree with this general 
statement, 

I enclose a few rambling remarks which I wish you would file under 
, this general subject, I am sending a copy of these to Captain John 
^^Stapler, since the Navy people seem to be somewhat Interested, 

In keeping with the enclosed, I am wondering if it would be helpful 
for me to be in Washington during the summer, I am spending most of 
the long vacation wandering around America more or less aimlessly in 
the hope that I can really do some good writing of magazine articles, 

I am having reasonable success along this^^llne and feel that my 
undoubted genius should not be wasted vi to” the American reading public. 
Without doubt, my wife will insist that we go through Washington. If 
it would be advantageous to stop off for any length of time, we could 
probably arrange to do so. 






Most cordially yours 


W 

Enc, 


G, Hr Estabrooks 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


April 9, 1937 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I wonder if you would incorporate the following in your files 
on the subject of hypnotism. Needless to say, there are many 
problems which must be considered in the entire subject but, 
from the practical point of view, I thought the following remarks 
might be of use. 

If hypnotism has any practical value for your problems, then it 
seems to me that perhaps the most important problem centers around 
the question of its induction. 

There may be some startling short cut discovered involving the use 
of some drug or drugs. This is an interesting possibility which, 
up to the present, has not given any particularly good results. 

There is, also, the possibility that the technique in use at the 
University of Illinois whereby an animal is placed in a magnetic 
field may have some utility, but that is a matter for the future to 
decide . 


It would seem that probably the most Important line of attack, so 
far as you folks are concerned, is the development of a concealed 
technique, whereby the operator is able to do his work behind the 
front of, say, the lie detector or the psycho-galvanic reflex. If ' ‘ 
this could be used in connection with a brief series of tests whose 
purpose was not evident, then I think it would have a really effective 
mode of attack. 

I think that the concealed technique in question can be fairly easily 
perfected. As a matter of fact, I feel certain that I could demonstrate 
it in any hospital or with any group of men with whom I was turned 
loose. The matter of the preliminary tests is not so simply but 
might have definite possibilities. 

May I again stress the fact that this disguised technique is something 
which is very practical and very easily demonstrated and one on which 
it seems to me considerable use for research could be placed with 
great value to all concerned. 


w 

copy to Captain Stapler 






Most cordially yoiirs 

G. H. Estabrooks 


J^HN EDGAR HOOVER 
^C-' =^D'RECTCrR 
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Hr, Baaghman 
Hr. Clegg. jk: 


’ Mr. Eganf. 

I Mr. Foxworih . 


|lr. GlaVin.. 
^Hr^marbo .. 
9&. «lo8eph . 


Hr. Nichole . 
Mr. Qaiiul^ 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NATHAN. 


Re: Itater^ew of Mr. Quinn Tamm of 

Technical Laboratory with Doctor/ 
Milton Erickson. 


Miss Gandy 

IhJuielSt^. 


The following is a report of the interview conducted by Mr. 

Quinn Tamm of the Technical Laboratory with Doctor Milton H, Erickson 
of the Psychiatric Hospital at Eloise, Michigan on the general subject 
of hypnotism, Mr. Tamm was accompanied during this interview ' 

Special Agent Leavin of the Detroit Field Division, 

Mr . Tamm spent approximately six hours with Doctor Erickson 
on Saturday, April 10, 1937, during which time Doctor Erickson gave a 
couple of demonstrations which Mr, Tamm reports' as being absolutely 
amazing and of such a nature that it is- hard to believe that one person 
could exercise control over another individual in the manner in which 
Doctor Erickson works without actually seeing the process demonstrated. 

The first demonstration which Doctor Erickson gave consisted 
of calling into his office one of his patients in the hospital, a boy 
who possibly has a queer mental quirk which throws him into the class 
of persons known as an "exhibitionist”, but who otherwise has about 
the average mentality of the ordinary clerical employee. Before 
starting the demonstration, Doctor Erickson advised that he has been 
working with this boy for a period of approximately one hundred hours, 
doing all sorts of research experiments with him and at the present time 
has him conditioned to such an extent that upon the command to go to 
sleep the boy is placed in a deep state of somnambulism. When placed 
in this deep state of hypnosis resembling very greatly an Intense 
trance. Doctor Erickson proceeds with a type of experiment which he 
calls the "personalization" and changes the boy’s personality from the 
individual whom he actually is, first, to a fictitious character whom 
he calls "Johnny Walker". As Johnny Walker the subject w;as a boy with ' 
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the mentality probably of a six-year old. He had a great deal of 
difficulty in enunciating and pronouncing words or in speaking 
generallyi his reactions were the same as an imbecillic youth, but 
he readily obeyed commands - which the Doctor conveyed to him. He 
kept the boy in this condition for approximately one-half an hour, 
then simply with the words "Good-tye Johnny, hello Tommy" Doctor 
Erickson changed the boy back to his normal self; however, he was 
still in a deep state of somnambulism. As a control to show that the 
person was actually in a hypnotic state. Doctor Erickson made use of 
the induction of muscular rigidity similar to catalepsy, so that during 
the whole course of the demonstration with this particular subject the 
Doctor had him hold his arms in a rigid position; due to the fact that 
this experiment lasted for a period of an hour and a half it was 
absolutely Impossible for the subject to fake the extreme rigidity of 
his muscles for that period. During the time that the boy was the 
second personality, he was instructed that he was in the room alone 
with the Doctor and upon looking around the room and glancing at the 
two agents present in the room, the subject failed to recognize that 
there were any people sitting there and talked to the Doctor as if 
he were, in the room by himself. During this second stage of hypnosis 
the boy was able to recount everything that had gone on before in a 
sort of an abstract manner. The, impressive part to Mr. Tamm was the 
fact that he cotild recall all of the conversation to the most minute 
detail and to such an extent that it would have been lnrpossible for a 
normal person to recount the conversation word for word as it was 
done by the hypnotic subject. Then simply with the words "Good-bye 
Tommy, you are now Charlie Burr" the Doctor transformed the subject 
into another personality, this time a person with whom the subject 
was familiar and had worked with in the workshop of the Psychiatric 
Hospital; according to the Doctor in this personality, the subject 
took on the mannerisms of the previous person, imitated him and was 
instinicted to tell why he was in the 'hospital and, after a little 
urging, broke down and gave the reason wly this other parson was 
being retained, all the time the person thinking that he is the dual 
personality. 

After giving this demonstration which lasted about an hour 
and a half, simply by the words or instructions "Wake up Tommy" the 
subject was returned to noirmal and was then questioned by Mr. Tamm 
as to his feelings. He seemed to have absolutely no memory of what 
had occurred during the hour and a half, during which he was hypnotized 
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and evidenced no bad results from this hypnosis. 

The second demonstration was extremely startling and 
probably demonstrated that Doctor Erickson, in Mr. Tamm's opinion, 
is purely interested in the scientific research of what actually 
occurs during a state of hypnosis. Eir. Tanm believes that he is 
probably brutal, absolutely without scruples as far as his research 
is concerned, and will go to any means to obtain the desired end in 
the research in which he is interested. During the course of the 
luncheon, which Mr. Tamm had with Doctor Erickson, without any warning 
whatsoever and in exactly the middle of the luncheon. Doctor Erickson 
hypnotized his wife and had her sitting at the luncheon table, holding 
her arm stiffly rigid straight up in the air in such a position that 
a normal person probably could not maintain it for a period of more 
than forty or fifty seconds. By actual timing Mrs. Erickson's ann 
reme.ined stiffly rigid in the air for over five minutes. During this 
time the Doctor asked her several questions which she undoubtedly 
would not have answered in the presence of strangers if she had been 
in a nonnal condition. The demonstration was extremely impressive 
but did give a very good insight into the type of character which 
Doctor Erickson undoubtedly is. 

Doctor Erickson seems to be very enthusiastic about his subject 
and extremely willing to cooperate with the Bureau in any type of work 
which it may wish to conduct. He informed Mr. Tamm upon questioning 
that he has been working with hypnotism for a period of fourteen years, 
during which time he has had as i^pnotic subjects probably five hundred 
people and the Doctor reports that he has been successful in hypnotizing 
these five hvindred subjects ninety per cent in a period of five hours 
or less during which time they were placed in a state of a deep trance. 

A small percentage took more than the five hours to hypnotize and the 
only failures which Doctor Erickson reports from his research work are 
the failures to l^pnotize feeble-minded people. It is Doctor Erickson's 
opinion that anyone may be hypnotized and that the only difference 
between the various types of people is the length of time necessary to 
work upon them in order to introduce a state of tgrpnosis. In connection 
with the hypnotic state. Doctor Erickson believes that it is possible 
through clever questioning and through the use of dual personalities 
to obtain any type of information from a person who is hypnotized; 
however, the Doctor points out that it is not possible to blunder 
straight in and ask questions or make a person do something that is 
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against his own will. However, he points out that in good interrogation, 
by clever handling of the subject, And the proper approach you can get a 
person to divulge most any type of information or perform most any type 
of a task. It is Mr, Tamm*s opinion that as far as the subject of 
hypnotism is concerned. Doctor Erickson is probably twenty or twenty-five 
years further advanced in the research in this field than the previous 
contacts which the Bureau has made. The type of his technique and his 
procedure is much more refined and probably much more highly successful 
than the technique used by Doctor Estabrooks. Mr. Tamm did not have a 
great deal of chance to observe the actual technique used in placing a 
person in a state of hypnosis for the first time; however, he questioned 
Doctor Erickson extensively along this line and found that the first 
thing that Doctor Erickson does is to gently suggest certain things to 
the person that are bound to happen, such as the fact that if he sits 
in a chair for a long period of time he will soon become tired; things 
that will place him on the defensive, such as suggesting that as much as 
he tries, his eyelids will soon become heavy and close and he cannot keep 
his eyes from blinking; anything with the idea of getting the person to 
concentrate on one particular thing. Then once the state is obtained. 
Doctor Erickson believes that it is easy to put a person into an 
extremely deep trance. It is believed by Mr, Tamm that more time would 
have to be spent with Doctor Erickson to master the technique which he 
uses . 

Mr. Tamm asked Doctor Erickson what he thought of the use of 
drugs to place a person in a more receptive mood for hypnotism and Doctor 
Erickson informed him that as far as his research was concerned he had 
found that drugs seirved to hinder rather than hasten the hypnotic effects . 

Doctor Erickson expressed the belief that the hypnotism could 
be used on criminal subjects very successfully, dependent upon the, 
cleverness of the interrogator or the operator in circumventing the 
inhibition of the hypnotized person to do anything against his own wishes. 
He said that he believed that a person in a hypnotic state, his mind is 
so much at the control of the hypnotist, that little difficulty would be 
encountered in working and getting information from criminal subjects. 

In line with Mr. Tamm’s suggestion to you orally that he 
believed it would be desirable for you to contact Doctor Erickson and 
see the demonstrations of the work which he can do, it is suggested that 
if the Bureau approves, you and Mr, Tamm covild proceed to Eloise, 

Michigan sometime during the week of April 19, 1937, so that you 
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personally could see the demonstrations and the technique which Doctor 
Erickson uses. 

There are attached hereto two reprints of publications 'fcy 
Doctor Erickson which were given to Mr. Tamm during the course of his 
discussion with Doctor Erickson. 

There is attached hereto for the Director's signature a 
letter thanking Doctor Erickson for the demonstrations which he gave 
Mr. Tamm. 


Respectfully, 







[Eepkinted prom 

THE BRITISH JOURNAL OP MEDICAL PSYCHOLOGY, 
Vou XV, Part I, 1935.] 

[All rights reserved] 


A STUDY OF AN EXPERIMENTAL NEUROSIS 
HYPNOTICALLY INDUCED IN A CASE OF 
EJACULATIO PRAECOX. 

By MILTON H. ERICKSON. 

The experimental investigation of the clinical problems of personality- 
disorders presents an interesting but difficult task. Most studies on such 
problems have been done by psycho-analysts acting cliiefl}^ in the role of 
therapists. For this reason, purely experimental work has been neglected 
because of the necessity of abiding by prescribed rules and definite con- 
cepts. However, students in this clinical field, foremost among whom are 
the psycho-analysts themselves, are becoming increasingly aware of the 
need for a systematic technique which will lend itself to laboratory proof 
as contrasted with the present empirical proof of subjective and clinical 
experience. As an approach to the experimental study of personality 
disturbances, a case of ejaculatio praecox was selected and subjected to a 
laboratory procedure intended to yield some information regarding the 
psychological mechanism termed abreaction. 

The technique of experimentation was suggested by the well- 
established clinical fact, both in medicine and in psycho-analytic therapy, 
that recovery from one illness (or conflict) frequently results in the 
establishment of a. new physiological equilibrium (or ‘redistribution of 
libido’) thereby permitting the favourable resolution of a second con- 
current and perhaps totally unrelated illness (or conflict). Of similar 
influence was the well-lmown fact that an intercurrent disease may 
exercise a favourable effect upon the original illness, for example, malaria 
in paresis. Consideration of these ideas suggested their adaptation to the 
case in hand at a ps3mhie rather than the usual somatic level. It was 
determined to give the patient a second illness, which was to be a neurosis 
so formulated that it might symbolize or parallel the original difficulty, 
and might be expected to arouse similar or possibly identical affects. The 
assumption was made that such similarity or identity of affects would 
establish some djmamic relationship between the two neuroses, possibly 
through identification, or perhaps through an ‘adsorption’ of the one 
conflict upon the other; and that when the patient, by virtue of the ex- 
perimental situation, was forced to relive, abreact and resolve the conflict 
of the induced neurosis, there might occur a transference or generaliza- 
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tion of the abreactive process to the original difficulty. Or perhaps the 
abreaction and resolution of the induced conflict might establish a new 
attitude or organization of the personality. At all events, the immediate 
experimental purpose was to establish a dynamic inter-relationship of the 
two neuroses and to induce a readjustment of the personality. 

The subject of this experiment was a single white male, twenty-five 
years old, who possessed a degree of doctor of philosophy in psychology. 
In addition he possessed a fair knowledge of clinical psychology, and was 
well acquainted with the author’s hypnotic technics and methods since 
he had been acting as a hypnotic subject for the author, and had been 
used extensively in experimental work for a period of a year before he 
disclosed his complaint. Finally, because his difficulty had become 
progressively worse, he decided to seek psychiatric assistance, and to this 
end, he complained to the author of ejaculatio praecox and requested aid 
in overcoming this symptom. His story was essentially as follows : Three 
years previously he had decided to engage in sexual intercourse, and had 
made many attempts but always with a strong sense of guilt which he 
rationahzed as a feeling that he was desecrating womanhood. From the 
first he had suffered from ejaculatio praecox, but on a few occasions he had 
succeeded in securing a second erection permitting penetration but this 
was always followed by a precipitate orgasm and fiaccidity. As these 
failures had been repeated, he had become increasingly concerned and 
worried and his problem had become progressively more acute. Originally 
the overt act of beginning intercourse had resulted in an ejaculation, but 
at the time he sought aid, kissing or embracing and sometimes merely 
casual contact with an attractive girl would cause an erection and 
precipitate an orgasm with a complete loss of potency. Even when he did 
succeed in securing a second erection, he had not been able to utilize it 
either because of another precocious ejaculation or because of a precipi- 
tate orgasm upon penetration. He had resorted unsuccessfully to such 
measures as ‘ prophylactic ’ masturbation to reduce his sexual tension and 
to the selection of girls without erotic appeal for him. His emotional 
reaction to these experiences was one of acute shame, bitterness, self- 
disgust and inferiority. 

At the conclusion of his story, the young man was informed that the 
author would do no more than to take his case under advisement, and that 
no therapy would be attempted until after a period of consideration, and 
he was urged to seek assistance from another psychiatrist. Then, changing 
the subject matter of discussion, the patient’s co-operation was requested 
for a special hypnotic experiment which he knew had already been under 
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consideration for some time and which was to be developed in the course of 
the next few months. Although not fully content about the postpone- 
ment of therapy, he continued his co-operation in regard to present and 
projected hypnotic work. Later, during the elaboration of the plans for 
the special hypnotic work, the idea of this experiment was conceived and 
promptly elaborated for investigation. No intimation of this fact was 
given to the patient. Instead, he was allowed to continue in his belief that 
therapy was indefinitely postponed, and that the author was wholly 
absorbed in the previously projected hypnotic work, concerning which 
the patient had not been given any information. The rationale for this 
deception was the assumption that any therapeutic results of the 
hypnotic procedures utilized could be attributed then to the therapy itself 
rather than to the patient’s hopes and expectations. A second gain, an 
important consideration in hypnotic therapy, was the possibility of 
hypnotizing the patient deeply for the experiment without making his 
success as a subject contingent in any way upon his neurosis. 

During the course of the experimental work in which the patient had 
co-operated, he had been trained to accept ‘artificial complexes’. These 
complexes were fabricated stories of an emotional nature told to the 
subject while in a profound hypnotic trance as accounts of actual past 
personal experiences which should constitute definite memories for him.^ 

Utilizing this background of the patient’s, a special complex was 
fabricated for him which, when properly implanted in his mind, would 
tend theoretically to produce a second neurosis of the type discussed 
above. This fabricated story, which follows shortly in its exact wording at 
the time of administration together with all hypnotic instructions as 
recorded in full by the attending secretary, is purely a fancy of the 
author’s based upon an actual wish of the patient’s to secure a certain 
academic fellowship. 

However, to orient the reader more easily, it may be advisable to 
indicate as a preliminary^measure the symbolism contained in the 
complex story. The heterosexual situation and its implications are 
apparent at once. Less clear are the symbolic equating of cigarette with 
penis, and ash-tray with vagina, but consideration of the heterosexual 
drives involved and the emotional forces at play in that particular 
setting — the man’s attraction to the girl, his desire to give her something 
and thereby to gain satisfaction for himself, the girl’s display of herself by 

' A detailed report of such an experimental procedure may be found in Huston, P. E., 
Shakow, D. and Erickson, M. H., “A study of hypnotically induced complexes by means 
of the luria technique”, 3. gen. Psyciwl. 1934, xi, 15-97. 
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means of her art work, and the parallelism of the catastrophe of this 
contact with those of past heterosexual contacts — gives rise to a fair 
plausibility of such identifications. 

As soon as the patient had been placed in a profound somnambubstic 
hypnotic trance of the type characterized by an apparently complete 
dissociation from all environmental stimuli and by an apparently total 
amnesia post-hypnotically for all trance events and suggestions, he was 
given the following instructions : 

Now as you continue to sleep I’m going to recall to your mind an event which 
occurred not long ago. As I recount this event to you, you will recall fully and 
completely everything that happened. You have had good reason to forget this 
occurrence, but as I recall it, you will remember each and every detail fully. Now 
bear this in mind, that while I repeat what I know of this event, you will recall 
fully and completely everything just as it happened, and more than that, you will 
re-experience the various conflicting emotions which you had at the time and you 
will feel exactly as you did while this occurrence was taking place. 

Now the particular event of which I am going to tell you is this: Some time ago 
you met a man prominent in academic circles who manifested an interest in you 
and who was in a position to aid you in securing a certain research fellowship in 
which you were much interested. He made an appointment with you to see him 
at his home and on that day you called at the designated hour. When you knocked 
at the door you were met not by this gentleman but by his wife who greeted you 
cordially and was very friendly, making you feel that her husband had given a good 
account of you to her. She exirlained apologetically that her husband had been 
called away for a few moments but that he would return shortly and had asked 
that you be made comfortable in the library. You accompanied her to this room 
where she introduced you to a charming girl who was obviously rather shy and 
reserved and who, she explained, was their only daughter. The mother then requested 
your permission to go about her work, explaining that the daughter would be happy 
to entertain you while you waited. You assured the rnother that you would be very 
comfortable and even now you can recall the glow of pleasure you experienced at 
the thought of having the daughter as a hostess. As the mother left the room you 
set about conversing with the girl, and despite her shyness and bashfulness, you 
soon found that she was as attractive conversationally as she was pleasing to the 
eye. You soon learned that she was much interested in painting, had attended art 
school, and was really profoundly interested in art. She timidly showed you some 
vases she had painted. Finally she showed you a delicate little glass dish which she 
had painted in a very artistic manner, explaining that she had decorated it as an 
ash-tray for her father, to be used more as an ornament than as an actual ash-tray. 
You admired it very greatly. This mention of using the dish as an ash-tray made 
you desirous of smoking. Because of her youth you hesitated to give her a cigarette. 
Also, you did not know how her father might feel about such things and yet you 
wanted to observe the courtesies of smoking. As you debated this problem you 
became increasingly impatient. The girl did not offer you a cigarette and thus solve 
your problem and you kept wishing that you might offer her a cigarette. Finally 
in desperation you asked her permission to smoke which she granted very readily 
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and you took a cigarette but did not offer her one. As you smoked you looked about 
for an ash-tray and the girl, noticing your glance, urged you to use the ash-tray she 
had designed for her father. Hesitantly you did so and began tallying on various 
tojjics. As you talked you became aware of a rapidly mounting impatience for her 
father’s return. Shortly you became so impatient that you could not enjoy smoking 
any longer, and so great was your impatience and distress that instead of carefully 
putting out your cigarette and then dropping it in the ash-tray, you simply dropped 
the lighted cigarette into the ash-tray and continued to converse with the girl. The 
girl apparently took no notice of the act but after a few minutes you suddenly heard 
a loud crack and you immediately realized that the cigarette you had dropped into 
the ash-tray had continued burning and had heated the glass unevenly with the 
result that it had cracked in pieces. You felt very badly about this but the girl very 
kindly and generously insisted that it was a matter of small moment, that she had 
not yet given the ash-tray to her father, that he would not know' anything about it, 
and that he would not be disappointed. Nevertheless, you felt exceedingly guilty 
about your carelessness in breaking the ash-tray and you wondered how her father 
would feel about it if he ever learned of it. Your concern was plainty evident, and 
when the mother came into the room you tried to explain, but she graciously re- 
assured you and told you that it really did not matter. However, you felt most 
uncomfortable about it and it seemed to you that the girl felt badly too. Shortly 
after this a telephone call was received from the father stating that he was called 
away for the rest of the day and asking your permission to see you on a later day. 
You left the house very gladly, feeling most wretched about the whole situation 
and realizing at the time that tliere was really nothing you could do about it. 

Now after you are awakened this whole situation will be on your mind. You will 
not consciously know what it is but, nevertheless, it will be on your mind, it will 
worry you and govern your actions and your speech although you will not be aware 
that it is doing so. 

I have just told you of a recent experience of yours, and as I recounted it to you, 
you recalled it in detail, realizing the whole time that I gave you a fairly accurate 
account of the situation, that I gave the essential story. After you awaken the whole 
situation will be on your mind but you will not be conscious of what it is, you will 
not even be aware of what it might be, but it will worry you and it will govern your 
speech and your actions. Do you understand? And you do feel hadly about this 
thing. 

The patient was promptty awakened from the trance state and 
within a few moments seemed completely awake. He appeared to have 
a total amnesia, not only for the trance events and suggestions, but also 
for the fact of having been hypnotized, the usual finding after deep 
hypnosis. Particularly, he showed bewilderment in orienting himself 
since darkness had fallen during the time that he had been asleep. He 
was engaged immediately in a casual conversation by two colleagues of 
the author who were present, while the secretary made full notes of all 
conversation together with a description of the patient’s behaviour and 
manner. It is not possible to present this material in its entirety because 
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of its length and because of the necessity of preserving the patient’s 
identity. The significant parts, however, have been abstracted for 
presentation here. 

Three general types of phenomena occurred during the post-hypnotic 
period. The first of these was the domination of every train of thought in 
the patient by his implanted, now subconscious, complex. Although he 
conversed fluently on a variety of topics, each one was soon noted to be 
related to the complex, but in a manner apparent only to an observer who 
knew the whole situation. Care was taken not to suggest topics related to 
the complex, and the patient himself made no reference to the content of 
the complex story itself, nor did any of his utterances suggest any con- 
scious awareness of it. Neither was he given any suggestions which would 
serve to influence the trend of his behaviour. Indeed, the colleague of the 
author who bore the burden of conducting the procedure was kept un- 
informed of the author’s purposes as a means of insuring undirected 
responses from the patient. When the patient was asked about a certain 
friend of his, he told of that friend’s small children breaking bric-a-brac. 
As the conversation continued, he told of the travels abroad of another 
friend who had visited art galleries and museums containing ancient 
painted vases; he spoke of the author’s library and the advisability of 
insurance for personal property; and he laughingly told of an instance of 
careless smoking by a friend which had nearty resulted in a serious fire. 
Any topic of conversation introduced by the others present was soon 
developed by the patient in such fashion that a bearing upon the content 
of the complex became apparent to the observers. Furthermore, each 
conversational topic rapidly appeared to become unpleasant to the 
patient and he would change the subject repeatedly only to return com- 
pulsively to some remark which could be related easily to the complex. 

Secondly, there occurred disturbances in the form of his stream of 
speech. Irrelevancies, stammering, blocking, loss of train of thought, 
repetitions, persistence of certain ideas, undue urgency and sudden 
strong emphases were all noted frequently. Thus, upon awakening, he 
began smoking and talking until he suddenly observed a painted earthen 
ash-tray at his elbow, whereupon he twisted uncomfortably in his seat, 
stammered, lost his train of thought, but gradually recovered his poise as 
the author’s colleague assumed the burden of the conversation. Later, 
while talking about travelling abroad, he interjected remarks about the 
irreparable loss to art occasioned by the breaking of ancient vases and 
then continued the main topic of conversation without apparent realiza- 
tion of his digression. Again, in mentioning the author’s library, he 
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became unduly solicitous and urgent about insurance. In none of these 
instances did the patient seem to sense anything unusual in his behaviour, 
despite their frequent occurrence. Observation at the time and considera- 
tion of the record later indicated that these behaviour disturbances of the 
patient arose not in response to external stimuli but rather from his own 
intra-psychic state. 

The third type of phenomena noted during this period was phobia- 
like obsessive behaviour in regard to ash-trays, as judged by his previous 
known behaviour. When casually handed a substantial, though orna- 
mental, tray he received it in a gingerly, fearful manner and appeared to 
be afraid to use it. Instead, after many hesitant, abortive and apparently 
compulsive attempts to flick ashes into it, he put them into the cufi of his 
trousers in an embarrassed manner. Now and then he would succeed in 
dusting them into the tray, whereupon he would crush them repeatedly 
and uneasily with his finger tips as if to reassure himself about sparks. He 
held his cigarette butt until it burned his fingers, glanced at the floor and 
lifted his foot as if to dispose of it in that fashion, attempted to extinguish 
it in the cuff of his trousers but seemed too embarrassed to do so, made 
repeated abortive attempts to extinguish it in the ash-tray in front of him 
by tapping the cigarette gently against the tray, and finally searched the 
room casually until he found a metal dish wherein he extinguished the 
butt methodically, over-carefully, examining and re-examining it as if to 
be sure that it was not still burning. Whenever anyone dropped a used 
match into a tray he seemed compelled to retrieve it immediately and to 
cool it between his finger and thumb before replacing it carefully on top 
of the ashes. While conversing he examined and re-examined his ash- 
tray in a detached manner, moved it unnecessarily away from the edge 
of the table, and finally put a soft mat under it. Despite all this difficulty 
in smoking, he accepted unconcernedly a cigarette whenever proffered or 
helped himself to his own supply, only to repeat his phobia-like behaviour 
as he smoked. 

Having noted this much of the patient’s behaviour — of which the 
above is only a brief summary— it was felt that he had ‘accepted’ the 
complex, and had possibly developed in consequence an artificially in- 
duced neurosis. He was then questioned directly and urged to give an 
account of what had occurred since he entered the office. Despite in- 
sistent questioning, he was able to state only that he had spent the time 
smoking and conversing with tlie author’s colleagues. No information 
was obtained suggesting that he had any conscious realization of the fact 
that he had been hypnotized or subjected to an unusual procedure. 
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Accordingly he was re-hypnotized, and in this trance he was instructed to 
recall completely upon awakening the entire experimental situation and 
to discuss freely his reactions, speech, behaviour and conduct. It was 
assumed that by means of this procedure a ‘removal’ of the complex 
could be effected, since the patient could thus relive it at a conscious 
level and thereby might gain an insight into his reactions. As he 
awakened, a casual conversation was initiated which he soon interrupted 
to ask if he had told the author of a recent unhappy experience of his. He 
proceeded to relate the story of the complex as the recollection of an 
actual event, doing so with appropriate emotional responses, even identi- 
fying the father as a man who actually could have played such a role. As 
he concluded he started, looked bewildered, showed intense amazement, 
then smiled with relief and understanding, and declared, “Why, that was 
just a suggestion you gave me — in a h3rpnotic trance, too ! ” 

After this realization, he began to discuss fully the various details of 
his conversation and conduct, progressing in chronological sequence, 
each item serving to awaken its successor as a fresh memory. Meanwhile, 
the secretary made full notes of his discussion and manner and of the 
questions and remarks addressed to him. He explained that, as the 
complex was narrated to him, he had displaced, elaborated and falsified 
true memories, weaving them into the fabricated account, thereby giving 
the complex story the reality of an actual event. This transformation of 
the fabrication into a reality for him had been achieved readily upon his 
identification of the father with a gentleman whom he knew slightly and 
whom he had wished might play such a role. It was aided further by a 
strong resentment which he had developed immediately toward the 
author for having pried into his affairs and having learned about the 
unhappy incident. Upon awakening, he had felt at ease and comfortable 
but impelled to talk. As he talked, however, he had become aware of a 
constantly growing sense of discomfort, augmented by each topic of 
conversation and by his own remarks and by those of others despite the 
casual, appropriate nature of such comments. He had been astonished to 
discover his fear of an ash-tray, and he had tried to conceal this terror and 
to overcome it' by sheer force of will. At the same time, the tray had 
fascinated and distracted him repeatedly. Although he had tried, he had 
not been able to reach any understanding of his reactions. He had become 
even more distressed when he found that the same feeling of terror had 
attached itself to other ash-trays and even to used matches. “I was just 
terribly afraid,” he declared, “afraid of anything with heat in it.” 

When asked to describe his emotional reactions in their sequence, the 
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patient stated that, when the complex had been given to him in the 
trance state, he had reacted to it “just as any normal person would to 
such a situation. It was a miserable thing to have happen.” Upon 
- awakening from the trance, he had not experienced any particular 
emotions but, as he had begun to talk, he had developed the same sort of 
an emotional state as he recalled having experienced in the hypnotic 
trance during the administration of the complex. However, as he con- 
tinued to talk and had experienced blockings of speech, the periods of 
stammering, and had become aware of his intense fear of ash-trays, his 
emotional discomfort had increased markedly and he had become 
‘wretched’, ‘miserable’, ‘depressed’, ‘unhappy’, ‘anxious’, and ‘fearful’. 
He described these changes naively by saying that the familiar and 
pleasant surroundings in which he had found himself had made his 
emotional distress seem ‘silly’, ‘foolish’, ‘inadequate’, and ‘reasonless’ 
and that this feeling had impelled him to ‘reach into past experiences’ 
and to seize upon ‘ embarrassed affects ’ taken from ‘ past embarrassing 
experiences’ and to ‘add’ these new and stronger emotions to those 
already existing. This had given him a sense of having improved the 
situation immeasurably in some imdefinable way but it had made him 
‘feel terrible, awful then’. (It had been noted during the latter part of 
the time in which the patient had the complex that he had become 
laboured and strained in behaviour, speaking with effort, sighing deeply, 
and perspiring profusely — an observation which had led immediately to 
re-hypnotizing him and ‘removing’ the complex.) 

The patient was questioned about the ‘past embarrassing affects’ 
which he had ‘added’ to the original affects. However, without any 
apparent effort to evade the question, he launched into an academic dis- 
cussion concerning the possibility of transference of learning as applied to 
emotional responses, which did not appear to yield any pertinent infor- 
mation. Neither did he seem to grasp the significance of the question. 

Accordingly, he was asked how he felt about the whole situation as he 
recalled it. He replied, “Well, I’m glad to know that it was just a lot of 
suggestion and that it didn’t really happen.” He added that his hesitant, 
fearful manner of trying to use the ash-tray must have appeared ridicu- 
lous, sajdng, “Let me show you how I did it.” He proceeded to imitate 
his previous conduct in great detail, suddenly interrupting himself to say, 
“Now, I’ll show you how I do it now.” Lighting another cigarette, he 
tossed the match into the tray, smoked with evident pleasure, flicked his 
ashes casually in the tray as he talked and finallj^ extinguished his 
cigarette by crushing the tip against the bottom of the tray and shoving it 
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back and forth through the ashes, remarking with a smile, “Now, I can 
feel satisfied about it.” 

Following this the patient was thanked for his services and dismissed 
with the understanding that the experiment had been concluded. 

Three days later the patient returned to the author’s office in a 
jubilant frame of mind, declaring excitedly, “I can do it.” When asked to 
explain what he meant he stated that on the previous evening he had 
been in the company of a girl who had responded warmly to his advances. 
As usual, upon kissing her, he had experienced an ejaculation but, instead 
of reacting with his customary sense of shame and depression, his erotic 
desire had increased, there had been no loss of his erection, and he had 
been able to consummate the sexual act, prolonging his pleasure greatly 
and repeating the act during the night. He was permitted to tell about 
this experience in detail after which he began to question the author as to 
the origin and validity of his ‘cure’. Non-committal replies were made, 
and he was reminded that in the past he had succeeded after a prelimi- 
nary ejaculation. He protested that no comparison could be drawn 
between past successes and that of the previous evening which had given 
him his first sense of genuine sexual satisfaction. Also his whole psychic 
attitude and reaction had been entirely new, since he had not experienced 
any of his customary feelings of fear, shame and inferiority, but on the 
contrary he had felt confident, secure and free. Nevertheless, the 
author’s disbebeving manner caused him to leave the office in a dis- 
couraged, doubtful frame of mind. 

Several days later he returned, again jubilant, declaring, “You’re 
wrong, doctor, I am cured.” His story very briefly was that, after 
leaving the office, he had been much depressed by the author’s doubts 
and for two days he had continued in a wretched frame of mind. Finally, 
in order to know the truth, he had secured a girl and had spent the night 
with her in his apartment. He had begun his love-making cautiously, 
and as his partner responded, he had become increasingly ardent. Since 
no untoward event had occurred, he had lost all doubts and had pro- 
ceeded to the overt sexual act. During the act, a neurotic fear had 
developed that he might be unable to have an ejaculation, but this fear 
had been promptly dispelled by an orgasm. After a rest he had repeated 
his performance satisfactorily. The next night he had obtained another 
girl and had confirmed his ‘cure’. (Subsequent investigation into the 
truth of the patient’s story confirmed his report.) 

At the close of this account, the patient was asked what explanation 
of the change in him he could offer. He declared that he had no explana- 
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tion, that apparently he had spontaneously resolved his conflicts, and 
that he was satisfied to let things remain as they were. The author 
suggested that he sit quietly and think hard, letting his mind wander at 
will, and as he did so, to recall all the various emotions he had so often 
experienced in conjunction with his precocious ejaculations. After a few 
moments he flushed, moved uneasily, then soon in a low monotonous 
tone of voice said, “ I see it now — I put my cigarette in the ash-tray and it 
broke — spoiled everything — I felt terrible — just the same way — I see it 
now — I was afraid to use the ash-tray — I’d try to — I’d pat the ashes to be 
sure there were no .sparks — I’d use my trousers.” An expression of 
amusement and understanding appeared on his face. “ But I showed you 
I could do it. Remember? First, I showed you how I acted when I was 
afraid and then I showed you when I wasn’t afraid. Remember how I put 
it out by rubbing it around?” He paused, his reminiscent manner 
disappeared, and in a puzzled tone of voice, “Say, that was that complex 
you suggested to me — say, that explains a hell of a lot to me — I see 
through a lot of things now — now I know what I meant when I said I 
could be satisfied.” As an amused afterthought be added, “No wonder 
my feelings were so awful.” 

An attempt was made to secure an elaboration of these utterances 
and to elicit, an explanation of his apparent identification of the emotions 
of his neurosis with those aroused by the fabricated story, but he became 
so ill at ease and appeared to develop such repressive mechanisms against 
further conscious insight that it was considered unwise to press questions. 
The only information obtained was the inadequate statement that “ the 
emotions were just the same”, for his ejaculatio praecox and the situation 
of the suggested conflict. 

Several months later the patient was asked to read and check the 
accuracy of this account of his problem. When he reached the paragraph 
containing his ‘explanation’ he put the page aside, saying, “Do you 
know, doctor, I can’t remember what my explanation was. Let me 
think.” Within a few moments he repeated in toto the scene described 
above, uttering almost exactly the same words. As he concluded he 
picked up the page, read it eagerly, exclaiming repeatedly, “ That’s it, 
that’s it.” Again he seemed imwilling or unable to elaborate further, 
protesting that he had explained the whole matter previously on the 
basis of the similarity of emotions. 

More than a year has elapsed since this experimental procedure. 
During the first few months the patient indulged freely in sex relations 
whenever the opportunity offered, with no recurrence of his symptom. 
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Then, after a period of abstinence, be again developed precocious 
ejaculation, but without the previous emotional concomitants and with- 
out loss of his erection, and in each instance he was able to consummate 
the sexual act satisfactorily. During the last few months he has dis- 
covered that a mere recollection of the experimental procedure will 
suffice to inhibit a precocious ejaculation, and he is able to function 
normally. He does not feel handicapped in any way and is well satisfied 
with his sexual life, and he has not developed any other neurotic symptoms. 

Discussion. 

Careful examination of the above report discloses a wealth of complex . 
psychodynamic manifestations which appear to have been elicited as 
stimulus-response reactions. From these, a number of inferences may be 
drawn which invite discussion. 

Concerning the ultimate soundness of the therapeutic result, there 
may be legitimate doubt, since the origin of the neurosis and its purposes 
and function for the personality are not known. However, the fact that 
the patient can function normally now and can obtain personal satis- 
factions hitherto impossible, indicates definite and significant changes in 
his personality reactions of clinical validity. Further, the results suggest 
that the psycho-analytic theory of pre-genital fixation in ejaculatio 
praecox, developed by Abraham,^ may not he applicable to every case, 
since, in this instance, it is difficult to comprehend how the experimental 
measures utilized could have bridged such a gap in libido development. 

Another question concerns the possibility that the previous hypnotic 
experimentation, by developing suggestibility, capacity for dissociation, 
and responsiveness to direct or implied suggestions, might have in- 
fluenced his neurosis by giving him special insights or new methods of 
expression. During that time, however, no improvement from bis 
neurosis occurred. For the same reason, the hypothesis may be excluded 
that the author’s role as combined hypnotist and promised therapist was 
unconsciously formulated by the patient as one of an authority-surrogate 
and permissive agent upon whom he could place the responsibility for 
successful coitus. Further, it may be contended that the mere induction 
of a strongly emotional state in the hypnotic trance might have con- 
stituted a sufficiently vital experience to occasion a reorganization of the 
psycliic economy with a consequent alteration of the neurotic structure. 

^ Abraham, K., “Ejaculatio praecox”, Selecled Papers, trans. by Woolf, L. and V., 
London, Hogarth Press, 1927, chap, xiii, pp. 280-98. 
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This is negated by the fact that, in the previous work, he had been sub- 
jected to procedures similar to the one used in this investigation which 
were equally strongly tinged emotionally though in a different regard. 
None of these experiences appeared to have had any role other than that 
that of teaching him how to accept suggestions and how to mobilize his 
affective responses. 

An important consideration is the patient’s demonstration of the 
phenomenon of interpolating into a communication one’s own feelings, 
ideas, and experiences. Given a factually baseless communication, he 
incorporated it into his mental life, reacted appropriately to it emotion- 
ally, and apparently transformed it into a vital part of his psychic life. 
But in doing so, he interpolated into it other and past experiences,' ideas 
and affects of other origin, formulating the admixture into a new emo- 
tional constellation of greater inclusiveness and significance, to which he 
reacted in a new fashion, as judged by his subsequent behaviour and 
explanations. The means by which he achieved this elaboration appears 
to have been his ''unconscious response to the equating of the various 
emotions which were centred around a single object and which were 
aroused simultaneously by the intentionally devised relationships, 
connotations and symbolizations contained in the story of the complex. 
His vague desire to possess the girl and at the same time to please her, 
and his desire to smoke and at the same time to give her something which 
would eventuate in his own satisfaction were integral parts of his general 
emotional state in relation to the girl. Similarly, his admiration for the 
ash-tray constituted part of his admiration for her, and the expression of 
a part of his emotional reactions served as a vicarious expression of the 
other part. This composite nature of his afiective reactions formed an 
emotional background against which one object could be substituted for 
another to evoke one or another aspect of a common emotion. Accord- 
ingly, the cigarette could acquire thereby the cathexis of the penis and 
the ash-tray that of the vagina with a symbolic representation of the one 
by the other. That such symbolic values did obtain is indicated by the 
concluding part of the experiment in which the patient appeared to 
develop some form of conscious insight. His fragmentary remarks 
signify an intermingling of ideas and affects, an equation of the emotions 
from one source with those of another, and an identification emotionally 
of the suggested conflict with that of his neurosis. It is indicated further 
by the record of his speech and behaviour during the time that he had the 
complex, and by his post-hypnotic discussion, all of which suggests 
strongly that deep affects not appropriate to the story of the complex 
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were stimulated. Particularly interesting are his naive descriptions of 
deep emotions, and the physiological concomitants of strong feeling 
states which he manifested in the first trance state of this experiment, 
namely, profuse perspiration, deep sighing, and strained behaviour. 

In this same regard arises the question of whether or not deep affects 
are amorphous in character and are dependent upon stimulation for 
definition and for direction into channels of expression. The patient’s 
extreme emotional response to the content of the artificial complex 
suggests, figuratively speaking, the attachment of an amorphous mass of 
affect to the relatively simple ideas it contained with a consequent dis- 
ruption of the personality reactions. 

A final question for discussion is the rationale of the patient’s ex- 
planation of his recovery in terms of the suggested complex. A plausible 
inference seems to be that, having verbalized the emotions of his neurosis 
in terips of the trance events during the experimental situation, he had 
been conditioned to that method of response. Hence, when asked to 
recall those same emotions and to explain his recovery, he did so in 
accordance with the established pattern. But as he did so, a new psychic 
factor, specifically, the mental perspective derived from his successful 
experiences, gave his utterances a new significance for him, enabling him 
to declare, “Why, that was the complex — ^that explains a lot of things to 
me — now, I know what I meant when I said I could be satisfied ! ” 

Suggested problems foe fusthbe investigation. 

The author is well aware that, however valid the results are in this one 
instance, no general conclusions concerning the neurosis of ejaculatio 
praecox or its therapy can be drawn from a single case subjected to a new 
experimental approach. Nor has this account been offered as a possible 
solution to such a problem. Rather, the purpose of this report is to direct 
attention to the practicability of the use of hypnotism as a possibly 
fertile technique for the laboratory study of the dynamics of human 
behaviour. Any therapeutic aspects of such study are of secondary value 
until a better understanding of the processes involved is achieved. 

Although used profitably in experimental academic work, there has 
been a tendency to overlook the feasibility of hypnosis as an investi- 
gatory agent in the study of psychodynamic problems. This investigation 
indicates that hypnotic measures can be used in a significantly productive 
fashion to elicit dynamic responses and to manipulate psychological 
processes. Although no absolute conclusions can be drawn from the 
findings above, certain inferences and hypotheses, previously discussed. 
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are warranted concerning the mental mechanisms involved, the d3'^namic 
relationships developed, and the methods for determining or influencing 
behaviour and affective responses. These, in turn, suggest a number of 
definite experimental problems which invite anal5'-tical study and of which 
a few most relevant to this investigation will be presented. 

The first of these problems is the practicability of evolving a technique 
for the development of experimental neuroses in a human subject for 
laboratory study. The present investigation is not entirely satisfactory 
experimentally because of some degree of sophistication in the subject. 

Despite this fact and the crudity of the technique employed, the results 
obtained suggest significant clinical and experimental possibilities. The 
study needs to be repeated, however, on a naive subject with a simpler 
personality problem such as a specific mild phobia, and in connection with 
a thorough investigation into the genesis of the symptom for the purpose 
of elucidating the experimental results. By means of this procedure, a 
more comprehensive appreciation of the interrelationships of conflicts 
and the influence of one complex upon another might conceivably be 
reached. / 

A second problem is the possibility of studying the concept of abre- 
action. An improved technique similar to that used above, but controlled 
by continuous observation of the subject and by the centring of his 
behaviour around activities less heavily endowed with affective values and 
social implications, might offer a good approach to an experimental 
investigation of the nature, mechanisms, and methods of induction of 
abreactive processes. A counterpart of experimentally induced abre- 
action may be found in the ‘living-out’ of fantasies in the psycho- 
analytic procedure, the clinical results of which also suggest the feasibility 
of studying abreaction in a laboratory setting. 

Another investigatory aspect would be that of devising a technique 
whereby the subject could be induced to select from a communication the 
material requisite to form a complex. The present experiment indicates 
that such a selection was made in this study, since the fabricated story 
symbolized also an Oedipus complex and a sister-incest situation to 
which the patient apparently did not react. Such a technique might 
serve materially to disclose natural complexes and to reveal personality 
trends and types. Huston et al., referred to above, found suggestive 
evidence that the hypnotic induction of complexes served to reveal 
natural complexes. Malamud and Linder^^ have also made an approach to 

* Malamud, W. and Linder, F. E., “Dreams and their relationship to recent impres- 
sions”, Arch. Neurol. Psych. Feb. 1931, xxv, 1081-99. 
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tliis problem from another angle by showing pictures to patients and then 
obtaining reports of their subsequent dreams. 

The patient’s emotional behaviour during the experiment gives rise 
to the conjecture that affective responses may be ‘ conditioned ’ somewhat 
like the conditioning of neuromuscular responses. This might conceivably 
be accomplished by arousing deep affects upon which, as a direct sequence, 
a second emotional situation could be created. An illustration of this is to 
be found above in the establishment of an affectively significant hetero- 
sexual situation out of which arose a special emotional state. From such 
experimentation, by noting sequences, direction, methods of expression, 
and purposes served, information regarding the genesis, attachment, 
and inter-relationships of emotional reactions might possibly be 
obtained. 

An approach to some of the problems of symbolization is also sug- 
gested by this report. The role of similarity of affects in producing sym- 
boHc values may be inferred from the patient’s account of bis recovery. 
Experimentation designed to attach similar affective tones to dissimilar 
objects or concepts might conceivably yield information regarding the 
development of symbolic equivalents. To illustrate, the present experi- 
ment might be repeated by arousing the affects of the Oedipus complex, 
followed by a second emotional situation centred around a fabricated 
role of authority exercised by the subject. Verbahzation of the one 
situation in terms of the other would possibly indicate the establishment 
of symbolic values. Or, if the patient’s symbolization resulted from the 
connotations and the relationships of the ideas communicated to him, 
experimental procedures based on temporal contiguity and association of 
ideas might give pertinent results. 

Another problem is concerned with the question of the development of 
insight, the factors controlhng its growth, its influence upon mental 
structures, and its function in the psychic economy. The patient studied 
apparently acquired insights, some complete, others partial, presumably 
as a result both of the sequences and the nature of his behaviour. The 
same technique, but with continuous observation of the subject and 
an adequate objective record of his behaviour before, during, and 
after the experiment, might serve to give an appreciation of any 
progressive manifestations of insight. Or, the omission of certain 
parts of the procedure, the changing of sequences in the experi- 
mental behaviour, or the introduction of new measures, might 
determine the relative importance of the various experimental steps. 
For example, what would have been the ultimate result in this case 
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had the patient failed to demonstrate, “how I do it now”, or had 
he been informed of the experimental procedure by the author instead 
of recalling it himself? 

Summary. 

A patient seeking a therapy for a neurosis of ejaculatio praecox was 
subjected to an experimental procedure wherein an attempt was made to 
induce in him a second neurosis by means of a hypnotically implanted 
complex. This complex had been formulated to symbolize or to parallel 
his actual neurosis. In consequence of this procedure, there appeared to 
result an identification of the induced conflict with his original neurosis 
and a fusing of their affective reactions. After the patient had been 
forced to relive, abreact, and gain insight into the suggested conflict, it 
was discovered that he had made a clinical recovery from his original 
neurosis and that he was still able to function normally a year later. 
A discussion is given in which possible psychological processes and 
mechanisms underlying the experimental results are elaborated, the 
ultimate soimdness of the therapeutic results is questioned, and emphasis 
is placed upon the practicability of hypnosis as an experimental procedure 
in the analysis of personality disturbances. There follows a list of certain 
specific problems suggested by this study. 
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THE INVESTIGATION OF A SPECIFIC AMNESIA. 

By MILTON H. ERICKSON. 

(Worcester State Hospital, Massachusetts.) 

Specific amnesias arc an everyday occurrence. Their study and analysis 
offer a wide field of therapeutic and theoretical interest through the 
understanding they afford of the mechanisms of repression and the means 
of removing, overcoming, or circumventing repressive forces. Psycho- 
analysts have written much on the subject, particularly in regard to the 
role of affect and the utilization of free-association techniques in the 
recovery of the forgotten word or name or whatever the amnesia may be. 
Recently the problem of a specific amnesia was presented to the author 
for investigation and recovery of the forgotten material. In achieving the 
desired results, use was made of the various psychological techniques of 
free association, hypnosis, automatic writing, crystal-gazing, and dream 
activity. The complexity of psychological phenomena, the successful use 
of disguise mechanisms, the apparent, though perhaps artificial sub-levels 
of consciousness, and the peculiar behaviour of the affect encountered, 
all invite speculation and give rise to problems for investigation. 

The subject in this experiment was a young girl studying for her 
doctorate in psychology. She came to the author in October, stating that 
on the previous Christmas she had presented a gift to a young man in 
whom she was much interested. The identity of this gift she had for- 
gotten, possibly because she had later considered it not entirely suitable. 
She refused to give any additional information, insisting that only the 
nature of the forgotten object interested her, and she suggested that the 
very scantiness of information given be considered a part of the experi- 
mental situation. 

For two weeks previously she had been trying unsuccessfully to recall 
the forgotten material. She was advised to continue for another week, 
which she did without success, reaching the conclusion that she would 
have to write a letter of enquiry to her friend. The significance of this 
conclusion will become apparent later. Having failed in her efforts she 
now wished the author to take charge of the problem. 

Free association was the first technique employed ; but her conscious 
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unwillingness to reveal anything of a personal nature rendered this means 
futile. Accordingly it was discarded in favour of hypnotism, since she 
had been trained previously for experimental hypnotic work. In the use 
of this technique the subject was hypnotized and awakened repeatedly 
tliroughout the course of the investigation in accordance with the needs 
of the immediate situation. All trances were of the profound, somnam- 
buhstic type characterized by dissociation and an apparently complete 
amnesia for trance suggestions and experiences. 

In the first trance she was asked to give free associations. She did this 
readily, producing many non-identifying associations, but she persisted 
in her waking refusal to give additional pertinent information. When 
asked in the trance state to name the gift directly she manifested strong 
emotional tension and declared that she was unable to do so, that it had 
been forgotten completely. Since apparently no progress could be made 
by this method, she was given post-hypnotic suggestions to the effect that 
when she awakened she would talk freely in generalities about the gift 
and suddenly name it. This succeeded in all but the naming of the object. 
The attempt was repeated in a second induced trance state, with the 
additional suggestion that she would interrupt her general remarks to 
declare impulsively, “It was a (name).” These instructions were obeyed 
to the crucial point, when she became emotional, seemed surprised, and 
complained of sudden mental blankness. Questioning revealed that she 
did not even have the feeling of “something on the tip of her tongue.” 

A third trance state was induced in which she was given post-hypnotic 
suggestions to perform automatic writing upon awakening. In her writing 
she was to give various descriptive details and finally the identity of the 
gift. Meanwhile, she was to engage the author in an animated conversation 
as a means of absorbing her attention away from her writing. However, 
nothing definitely descriptive was written, and when it came to the point 
of writing the name of the gift her hand moved more and more slowly while 
she twisted and squirmed on the chair, complained of feeling tired, and 
protested about the hopelessness of the experiment. When the probable 
nature of the complaints and protests was mentioned, she showed good 
insight but declared herself to be unable to control her emotions. She was 
shown her automatic writing, of which she had been unaware. She ex- 
hibited surprise, then eagerness expressed in the enquiry, “Did I write 
the name? ”, and finally disappointment when she noted her failure. The 
procedure was repeated, using more forceful suggestions, but with no 
better results. 

A slight variation was made in the technique. Post-hypnotic sug- 
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gestions were given to the subject to write automatically and in mixed 
order the letters contained in the name of the object. An excessive 
number of consonants was obtained. The procedure was repeated, with 
instructions to write automatically the letters of the alphabet, underlining 
those which were significant. As before, an excess of consonants resulted. 
In both attempts marked affective disturbance was noted, but the parti- 
cular letters could not be determined. When shown her production the 
subject exhibited, as before, surprise, eagerness, and disappointment. 

These failures indicated a need for a still further change of technique. 
While in a state of profound hypnotic sleep the subject was given the 
suggestion that she could reveal indireetly the information desired with 
neither ‘ conscious ’ nor ‘ sub-conscious ’ realization of what she was doing. 
To this end she was instructed to continue in a state of deep hypnosis, 
thereby ‘dissociating’ her ‘conscious mind’ and leaving it in a state of 
quiescence. At the same time by means of her ‘sub-conscious’ mind she 
was to engage the author in an animated conversation. Thus, with both 
‘conscious’ and ‘sub-conscious’ minds engaged, a “third level of con- 
sciousness” in response to hypnotic suggestion would “emerge from the 
depths of her mind ” and would express itself by guiding her liand in 
automatic writing, of which she would be aware neither consciously nor 
sub-consciously^. On the first trial, in accordance with this instruction, 
she wrote vaguely descriptive material concerning the gift. Further 
suggestion was given to the effect that the “third level of consciousness 
could now write the significant information, but in such disguised fashion 
that its true meaning would not be apparent. The sentence illustrated in 
Fig. 1 was obtained. As she wrote the word ‘hox ’ she became emotionally 

Fig. 1. 


disturbed and complained of feehng tired, uncomfortable, and ‘funny,’ 
but this behaviour disappeared as she completed the sentence. She was 
shown the sentence in both the trance and waking states, but denied 
seeing any pertinent meaning in it and declared that it was not her hand- 
writing, substantiating her contention by writing the same sentence in her 
normal waldng state, as illustrated in Fig. 2. Another trance was induced 
and the same instructions were given to her with the addition that the 

> The author .assumes no responsibility for the validity of tlioso oonoopts and the 
trance state of tlic subject probably accounts for her acceptance of them, but at .all 
events they served the purpose. 
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word ‘ box ’ would influence her hand to write the exact identity of the gift, 
but in such guise as to lead both herself and the author astray. Obeying 
these instructions while conversing vivaciously in a deep trance state, 
her hand automatically wrote in a hesitant fashion the sentence illustrated 
in Fig. 3. As she wrote the second, third, and fourth words she exhibited 
much emotion, sighed, flushed, squirmed, and complained of feeling 
‘funny.’ She also expressed a scepticism toward whatever the author was 
trying to do, declaring that he must be trying to make her do something — 
what it was she did not know, but she did know that she could not do it'. 
When shown what she had written, she read it listlessly, declaring that 
it had no meaning for her and insisting that it was not her handwriting. 
Awakened, she likewise disowned the writing but she read the sentence 

-U^ trryj tiU. . 

Fig. 2. 


jo 1 "flux 

Fig. 3. 

with great interest and recalled for the first time that she had contem- 
plated giving a cigarette case but had changed her mind. All associations 
became blocked at this point and she was insistent that the experiment 
be discontinued as hopeless. However, her insight into the whole situation 
soon rendered her attitude more favourable. 

Because of the subject’s affective state, another change in technique 
was made by asking her to attempt crystal-gazing. In the erystal she saw 
herself walking down the street, entering a jewellery store in which she 
inspected cigarette cases, and then continuing down the street and en- 
tering a department store, whereupon she immediately lost sight of herself 
in the crowd. She saw herself next leaving the store with a small package 
under her arm which she took to her room and placed in a bureau drawer. 
In response to further suggestions she watched herself prepare the gift 
for mailing, but each time that she was about to eatch sight of the gift, 
her erystal image would turn in such fashion as to occlude her line of 

^ The subject appeared to have a rather limited understanding of the whole situation 
when in the trance state. 
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vision. All suggestions to the contrary were without effect other than that 
she was able to give the rough dimensions of the article, which had not 
been possible previously. Further variations of the crystal-gazing were 
without results. Finally she was re-hypnotized deeply and given post- 
hypnotic suggestions to the effect that she would dream that night about 
the gift but would not verbally identify it in her dream. The next 
morning, however, she could recall the dream and in so doing would recall 
the name of the gift. 

Early the next day, with a complete amnesia for the post-hypnotic 
suggestions, she related that she had awakened during the night in the 
midst of a dream about the forgotten article. She had recounted this 
dream to herself on the possibility that the author might be interested. 
In the morning, however, she recalled dreaming but not the dream content. 
Instead she suddenly recalled having a letter in her strong box thanking 
her for the present, and she felt herself forcibly impelled to read the letter. 
She did this, and discovered that the object was a box of paints. She was 
shown the automatic writing illustrated above, and she exclaimed, “How 
different it looks now ! ” 

The discovery of the identity of the gift did not end the problem, but 
gave rise to new and interesting aspects. A week later the subject com- 
plained that she was unable to recall her dream and that she felt a strong 
desire to know what it was. She asked that hjrpnosis be utilized in the 
securing of this second lost memory. Much the same procedure was 
followed in this regard as had been used in attempting to recover the 
nature of the gift. All attempts, however, were failures until she was 
given suggestions disorienting her temporally. When these suggestions had 
been accepted she was told that it was the night of the dream and that 
she was actually in the midst of her dream. As she re-lived the dream, 
she was instructed to give an account of it to the author, and thus a 
verbatim report was obtained. The dream Mms: “There was a group of 
people in a place. It takes place in a hospital — hospital people. I’m 
telling them about the procedure, telling them about the results, telling 
them we got the name of the gift, but I don’t tell them what the gift was.” 
She was awakened with instructions to remember the dream. This she 
did, and expressed her pleasure, until suddenly she declared in great 
surprise, “ I’ve forgotten the name of the gift now.” She was urged to try 
to recall the gift, but after much effort and numerous attempts at free 
association she failed. She repeated the dream content in an effort to 
re-awaken her associations, hut even this failed. A trance state was 
induced and she was told to recall the name of the gift after awakening. 
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When aroused from the trance she promptly declared, “ Why, I remember 
it now. It’s a box of paints.” After a general conversation she was 
casually questioned about her dream content, and to her profound 
amazement she discovered that again she had forgotten the dream com- 
pletely. Repeated investigations disclosed that she could not keep the 
identity of the gift and the dream content in her mind simultaneously. 
Finally, in the waking state, in which she could recall the name of the 
gift, she was casually informed of the dream content. Following this she 
was able to remember both. 

Four days later she complained to the author that she had been 
trying daily to write a letter to her friend in accordance with her regular 
custom, but that she could not do so. She had forced herself repeatedly 
to sit at her desk and begin the letter, but found herself unable to write 
more than a line or two before her thought processes became blocked and 
she felt emotionally disturbed and compelled to do something else. She 
was given the plausible explanation that the affect originally causing the 
repression had not been dissipated but had subsequently attached itself 
to the dream content, later to the identity of the gift, and finally, when 
both of these repressions had been circumvented, the affect had attached 
itself to the idea of a letter to her friend. After listening to this explana- 
tion the subject declared, “I understand it now. Now I can write my 
letter.” 

Contact was maintained with the subject following this experience, 
but no unusual occurrence came either to her or the author’s attention. 

Because of the clinical interest aroused, attention may be called here 
to a consideration of the automatic writing. The word ‘ box ’ was markedly 
displaced in the first sentence, which is suggestive of some unrecognized 
purpose. A similar displacement of the significant words in the second 
sentence enhances the possibility that this measure is a purposeful 
though unconscious means of self-betrayal. This conclusion is substan- 
tiated further by noting the relatively smaller size of the letters ‘ e ’ and 
‘d’ in the word ‘painted.’ The scrawling of the word ‘cigarette’ appears 
superficially to be a clever method of distracting attention, but the 
account of the motivation suggests a deep and significant symbolism for 
it as well as for the other two words. 

The peculiar behaviour of the affect at the termination of the experi- 
ment resulting in the alternate repression of the identity of the gift and 
of the dream content, with subsequent attachment to the related concept 
of the letter, suggests a strong conflict and an unwillingness or an 
unreadiness to accept the symbolic significance of the ideas concerned. 
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Not until after tlic above report had been drafted into its final form 
for publication and submitted to the experimental subject for criticism 
was it possible to secure an account of the motivations for her repression. 
Fortunately she had kept a daily journal of her thoughts during the entire 
time of the amnesia, and from this and her elaborations of this journal 
the motivations were obtained. Minor and incidental points as well as 
elaborations of the symbolism are omitted for personal reasons. 

For five years the subject, S., had been in love with M., a man be- 
longing to another race and culture, artistic in nature and extremely 
idealistic, puritanical, and conventional in attitude. She had planned to 
marry him at the expiration of another year. Her own philosophy of life 
at the time was very similar to his. In the month of September preceding 
the amnesia she met C., a man of her own race and culture and whose 
personal philosophy was the antithesis of M.’s. A warm friendship rapidly 
developed between S. and C., with the consequence that she felt strongly 
inclined to relinquish her former teachings and ideals and to accept C.’s 
broader and freer ideals of life. Yet to do so would be essentially a 
negation of what she had considered to be the finer principles of personal 
life and a destruction of her worthiness in the eyes of M., whom she loved. 
As she considered this problem she realized that any independence for 
herself could evolve only from a deliberate choice on her part between 
these opposing personal philosophies. Yet she dared not choose C., 
although critical thinking suggested such a choice, because to do so 
would be to overthrow the conventional and idealistic precepts of her 
past teaching. To choose M. would mean the hampering of her intellectual 
and emotional nature. She hoped that something would happen which 
would force her to recognize her fundamental inclinations, because she 
knew that she lacked the courage to face the decision deliberately. It 
was then that the amnesia developed as one of the indications of her 
conflict. At first she considered the amnesia inconsequential, but soon 
she began to feel that it symbolized her choice and she felt a compulsive 
need of discovering the nature of this amnesia in order to know its 
meaning, and yet she feared to know its meaning. Upon the recovery of 
the memory she immediately understood the rationale for the selection 
of the forgotten object. In purchasing the Christmas gift site had first 
inspected cigarette cases, thereby establishing an associative value. 
C. possessed a beautiful antique painted box which he used as a cigarette 
container. The one man, artistic and idealistic, was easily symbolized 
by the box of paints, while the other man possessed a painted box of 
practical personal use. With the recovery of the forgotten identity she 
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sensed its import but dared not recognize it. To rob it of its meaning a 
second problem had to be created, namely, the amnesia of the dream. 
When this problem was solved she still had the fundamental question to 
face, but could not do it, and so a second amnesia of the gift occurred. 
When finally forced to remember both the dream and the gift she realized 
that she had made her choice and sat down to write a letter to M., thereby 
formulating her ideas and definitely committing herself. However, she 
could not do this until, with the aid of the author, she forced herself to 
recognize the aifective features of the whole situation. 

In summary, the problem investigated was an attempt to recover the 
content of a specific amnesia of the identity of a Cliristmas gift without 
the aid of supplementary information. Techniques of free association 
alone, free association and direct questioning in hypnosis, automatic 
writing, and crystal-gazing were tried without success. Finally, by means 
of a specious argument concerning the existence of a third level of 
consciousness and the permission to use disguise mechanisms, the for- 
gotten material was actually obtained, but in such guise that its true 
significance was not recognized. Then by means of dream activity a 
situation was created whereby the subject, without assuming the re- 
sponsibility, could circumvejit the repres.sion. Following this a conflict 
state developed, characterized by the alternate repression of two ideas, 
and ultimately resolved by the attachment of the affect to a related 
subject, from which it was eventually dispelled. The motivation of the 
amnesia was not learned until months later, when the subject disclosed 
its origin to he in an emotional conflict concerning two men. 


li 

i; 

i! 




f 

•i' 

t 


! 

i 



Society>'iji tjyb SectionB, a General Section and a Medical Section, no-w 
entitled The Britieh Journal of Medical ^sycMogy^ Each Section -will appear 
in parts quarterly, the size and price of each part varying •with the amount 
of material available. • ^ - 


Papers for-jjublication in The Sriiieh Journal of Medial Psychology 
should be BenfTto yf., Misraraii, Hadlow, Kent. Those for publication 
in the iQeneral {^fiction of the BritAehJaurnM of Psychology fhovld be sent to 
Professor E. G.'" Babtlbtt, [Hie Psychological Laboratory, University of 
Cambridge...^ ;; "'Vb. ' 

ti Contributors receive twOnty-five copies of their papers free. Additional-. 
copies may_J)e 'had at cost price j these., should be ordered when the final 
proof is returned. 

The subscription price, per volume, of about 360 pages, Royal 8vo, 
payable in-advance, is 30s. net per volume (post-free) for either section. Sub- 
scriptions -may be sent to any BookseUer, or to the] Cambridge ‘University 
Press, Petter Lane, London, E.C. 4. ■- ' 




COLGATE UNIVE 

HAMILTON, N. \ 



A 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


April 20, 1937 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Bureau of Federal Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C* 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 


I wish to thank you for your last communication. Needless to say, 

I very much appreciate the attitude of the Bureau in this work. 
Should I be in Washington diirlng the summer, I shall certainly avail 
myself of the opportunity to talk matters over. 

I find myself getting more and more of a research interest in the 
problem, and I am hoping that in the course of the s\3mmer I will be 
able to obtain reactions from various authorities in the country, 
concerning what appears to me to be the crux of the situation: 

(a) the development of the disguised technique; (b) some test which 
will indicate a good subject. 


T also hope to have- the opportunity of seeing such work as is pro- 
ceeding at Illinois on this magnetic field arrangement. I must say 
that I don't know very much about it but hope to obtain such infor- 
mation. 

I wish you would note the two reprints, which seem to me Interesting 
pieces of work, which has Just come out on hypnotism. Theee are: 


ESPIRATION 


and Charles LJwWible 


IffiART^. A^TJON^ Arthurv\Jenness 


V 

ur/J 


rsity of Nebraska) 


"■^LECTROCARDIOGRAMS DURING SLEEP AND HYPNOSIS by Jenness and Wlble 

I will be seeing Jenness, I hope, sometime during the summer. He is 
a very able man on research. 

Do please give my very sincerest regards to Mr. Nathan, Mr. Coffey, 
Mr. Tamn, and the various other folks in Washington. 


Most cordially yoiirs 


* O 

G. H. Estabrooks 
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PLACeMENT BUREAU 


Mr. J. Edgar. Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Yvashington, D.C, 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


M*". iNsthtin ..... 
*4r. T.lsoa.,..^ 
Mr. Biwirliman . 
Mr. Clegg... 

Mr. Coffey ..K,. 
Mr. Dawsey ..... 

Mr. Elffan 

I Mr. FoTTvcwth . 

Mr. Glavin 

jn Mr. H:u’bo 

^ Mr. Jogeph ...... 

itr. Lesfter ... 

Mr. Nigfeols 

’•Ir. QiUmb ... 

I P«r. Scbildar 

Mr. Tamcn 

Mr, Tracy 

MIm 


I wish to thank you very much for the two latest pamphlets 
you have sent me; namely, PROBLEMS IN 'MODERN LAW ENPORCET/IENT, and 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE PUBLISHER. It seems to me that these are 
very excellent articles. I have glanced through them, hut I am 
going to digest them at leisure just as soon as this very hectic 
college year is finished. 

Perhaps, I have the situation sized up wrong, but, in my opinion, 
the most important piece of research yet to he done on this matter 
of hypnotism now centers up around the problem of some sort of 
disguised test for the determining of susceptibility. I am convinced 
that this is quite practical and simply needs a little hard work. 

It - just happens that- 1-t -falls -into a problem which- -interests me, so — 
that I am hoping to get some real ideas along these lines before the 
summer is over. At any rate, in the course of my wanderings, which 
may Include Washington, I should meet some people who can help me. 

Do please give my very best regards to my friends in the Bureau. 


Most cordially yours 

G, H. ■‘^stabrooks 
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May 7, 1937. 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NATHAN 


Re: Coa^rence with Dr. D. J. Stout 
on^ypnotlsm. 



Acting on yo^lr Instxructlons I had a conference with Dr. D. J. 
Stoutf seeking his views as to whether the experimental or acttial 
practice of hypnotism on subjects woiiLd have emy detrimental effect on 
those subjects or would have any danger whatsoever to the Bureau. In 
substance^ Dr. Stout's opinion was that no such detrimental effects would 
result. He stated that although he does not himself practice hypnotism, 
he believes he has gone sufficiently into the subject to be certain of 
his position that neither physical nor mental injury would accrue to the 
subject. 

Dr. Stout did state that he doubted whether worth while results 
would be obtained. I outlined to him in general what has been suggested 
to the Bureau so far by both Dr. Estabropks and Dr. Erickson and he was of- 
the opinion that it would be Interesting to find out how far these men 
could go and receive instruction from them, but he nevertheless reserved 
his opinion that in the end nothizig much would come of it. He stated that 
this opinion of his was based on the presently accepted tenet of hypnotism 
that a person under I:^notism will not furnish information or commit acta 
injzirlous to himself or opposed to his moral or ethical code. 

While on the subject of possible danger to subjects I wish to 
add as my comment that 1 noticed a positive statement in a publication by 
Erickson to the effect that no ill effect can befall the subject during 
hypnotism. 

In view of these two statements and as opposed to the statement 
of Dr. Estabrooks that bad effects may result from hypnotism if iaqzroperly 
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Mr. Tolaon.. 


HNtCSH 


Bureau of Inuoatisatton 
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April 21, 1937 ' 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Mr, Baaghman . 
Qegg. 


Mr. Coffey ... 
Mr. I>aws«y . 


Mr. Egan 

Mr. Pozworth . 


, 5Ir. Glavin.. 

Mr. Harbo .. 
I jMr. Joseph . 

Mr. Lester .. 
, Mr. Nichole . 


Mr. Quinn.... 
Mr. Schilder. 


Mr. Tamm . 
I Mr. Tracy.. 


I Miee Gandy. 


Q With regard to the attached correspondence with | 

Dr. G. H. Estabrooks, and supplementing conversation with Mr. Tola qgt;- 

it~wiii oe hot'ecfWat, in response to a specific inqviiry. Dr. Esta- 
brooks states as follows: 

"With reference to the possible dangers arising from the use of 
hypnotism, I do not think there is any doubt that bad effects may 
result from hypnotism if it is improperly used. On the other hand, 

I think that the consensus of opinion in the entire field would be 
that results should only be beneficial when it is employed in the 
hands of an esqpert." 

I do not place a great deal of credence in the above. 

I believe that Estabrooks is endeavoring to place himself in the fore- 
front, to the exclusion of any Bureau representatives who may soon 
learn as much as he knows. However, in view of your instructions, no 
experimentation will be made upon Bureau personnel or employees. I 
would recommend, however, that hypnotic technique be studied and 
developed in connection with the use of the lie detector on subjects 
under Bureaxr' Investigation in Washington, Philadelphia, New York or 
nearby field offices. An endeavor has been made to secure the coopera- 
tion of the field offices in furnishing these subjects in recent months 
with very little success. 


Very truly/ yottrs, 

^ : 


RECORDM) 




H. Nathan. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Dr. G. H. Estabrooks, 
Placement Bureau, 
Colgate University, 
Hamilton, New lork. 


Dear Dr. Eatabrooks* 

Iota* letter of June 8, 1937, haa been 
received, and I am pleased indeed to know that 
you foimd the copy of xsj recent address to be 
of interest. 

It was thoughtful of you to write as you 
did, and I appreciate greatly your comendation 
of the efforts being made by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in connection with the existing 
crime situation. 

Please be assured that your name will reoain 
on our mailing list so that you will receive such 
literature as it may be released. 

Sincerely yours. 







COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON* N. Y. 





PLACEMENT BUREAU 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 


June 8, 1937 


Clecr^ 

{ 3VJr. Coffey 

S^Ir, Dawssy 

r.£r. Hjjgtx 

Jar. I^o:^ort,''S 

Mv. Giavin 

I Hr. Bafbo ... 


!; TiSr. 

I Kr. Nichols 

I Er. Q,aaii 

‘ Ep. Tuara 

■ Eitr. Traoy,,.. .A 


I again v/ish to thank you for another 
reprints of your addresses. 


J ii'uioo Gaacly. -K 

of those very interesting 



Allow me to congratulate you on the perfectly marvelous piece of work 
which the Federal Bureau of Investigation is performing. As a former 
British citizen I have always had the greatest admiration for Scotland 
Yard and have even had the opportunity of seeing through their 
laboratories. It seems to me that your Bureau is probably doing more 
7 to inculcate in the average Amerlcarr.a respect for law and order than 
any other body we have with us. Incidentally I imagine you are also 
training the potential criminal to be a little mors circumspect in his 
activities. 

I think one of the most hopeful signs we have is the rather intense 

-desdre of certain cities and- other organizations to, as one of ray 

friends puts it, to out-G G-men. The motive may not be the very best 
but results should at least have some effect upon the crime situation. 

I vi?as noticing a remark by Ghancellor^hase of New Y^rk University 
the other night in an article of his cut down for th e^^E ADE R ’ S D IGEST. 

He commented upon the grov/th of classes in scientific' crime detection 
in our various institutions of higher education, I think a great deal 
more can be done along these lines than is generally supposed and 
would look forward to the opportunity of doing a real thoroiogh ’job with 
such a proposition were I in a position of handling a curriculum of 
my own . 

It has been a real pleasure to work viiith yn'yir Bureau. I think the 
particular line of Interest which I and which attracted your 

attention has more or less balled down to a pretty restricted problem 
concerning which I hope to do some research work this summer. After 
all, the whole thing is pretty much off-side from the common-sense 
point of view and I realize must be handled rather carefully . Never- 
theless, I do hope that I viilll be aple to clear updone or two really 
knbttry problems which still exist in this particular field. 

Do please keep me on yo ur m ailing list and remember that my Interest is 

still very much unab ate I 

c^dl ally yours 




J?B00Rx)jj2j 

<fe 

. I 


-'h 


fEOfRAl OF c t . 

^ *''^*^* ^stabrooks 


L 


From: 



Date 


_ Mr . Nathan 
_ Mr . Appel 
_ Mr . Baughman 
Mr . Beach 
Mr . Blackburn 
_Mr. Burgess 
_Mr. H. M. Clegg 
_Mr, Clark 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr . Dingle 
.Mr. Donaldson ! 
_Mr. Engert 
_Mr. Lovett 
_Mr. Major 
_ Mr . McCarthy 



See Me ' 
Please Handle 
Bring File 



Mr. McClintock 
Mr. Miller 
Mr. Parsons 
Mr . Pf af man 
Mr. Pickering 
Mr. Renneberger 
Mr. Schilder 
Mr . Q . Tamm 
Chigf.-6ierk 
ffTles 
Laboratory 
. Stenographer 
.Messenger 
.Mail Room 
Mr. 
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Mr. Nathma 


Mr. Tol'con 


Mr. Baiif^hmna 
Mr. Clegg ...... 

Mr. Coffey 
Mr. 0awfley ... 

Jvir. Egan 

Mr. Foxiik'ofth . 
Mr. Glavln 


Mr. NlcJnols 


Mr. Taxaikd 
Mr, Tracy .. 

Mifls Gandy 


TRIAL BY HYPNOTISM— John Gardin, 38, convicted as a 
payroll bandit, being placed in a state of hypnosis by Dr. A. 
Herbert Kan ter (seated, center) in Ohio’s penitentiary at 
Columbus. A few minutes after the hypnotized Cardin 
reiterated his innocence a fellow prisoner confess^^^ 
crin'ia. *» Police said the evidence was not conclusive. 


V, WASH. NEWS 

JUN 9 ° 1937 



i Mr- Nr.than 

I Mrl Tolscu- 


Mr. Co/fey ./< 
Kr- Diiwsey — 

Mr. E^ar. 

Mr. Fc.-i%vorth 


Mr- Quian 


Mr. Tara.irue' 
Mr. TVacy .. 
Miaa Gaudy 


First hypnotic ‘^truth test” ever given in the Ohio State Penitentiary 
at Columbus was this administered above to convicted payroll 
« bandit John Cardin, 38. Placed under the hypnotic spell by Dr. A- 
4 Herbert Kanter, seated, center, Cardin maintained his innocence. 
1 A few minutes later Sol Ackerman, another prisoner, admitted he 
j committed the crime for which Cardin was sentenced. Police said 
the evidence would not be considered as conclusive. 





June 25 , 1937 


Dr« G. H« Estabrooks , 
Colgate University^ 
HaMIton« Hew £ork. 


Dear Dr. Estabrooks* 

If the saae has not already co»e to your attention, 
I thought you »ould be interested in this photostatic copy 
Of a .current news clipping depleting experinental use of 
^^ypnotisa by Dr. A. Herbert^ San ter in the Ohio State 
.^ni iehtiary at GdluSBus. 

Sincerely yours j 




July 12, 1937 







JHF.'ItDLS 

62 - 39979-56 


Dr. G, fl. Estabrooks, 
c/o ars. b- Estabrooks, 
147 Gaion Street, 

Saint John, North Dakota. 


Dear Dr. Estabrookss 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of June 
30, 1937, in ?diich you so kindly advise me of two books, 
«Prediction of Hypnotic Susceptibility from a Knowledge 
of Subjects* Attitudes" and "Two Typessupf Hypnbtic Trance 
end Their Personality Correlates" by Egbert W, White. 

I appreciate your interest in advising me of 
these two books and your kindness in u^gestiMg that a 
visit would be profitable to Dr. Hudsoi Hoagland, Depart- 
ment of Biology, Clarke University, Worcester, Massa- 
chusetts. ■ 

With best wishes and kind regards, 

Sincer^y yours. 







COMMUNICATIONS StCDON 

M A t t. e 6 I 

JUL12OT j 



n. M. 

a. 4, DEftitlKi*! tf iililtc* ■ 







j Mr. Matlian . 
ll Mr. Tolson.. 


i^Banghsoan 


U’''j{J'BS 5 T^ljgg 

0/0 Mrs . it^spfer« 3 b-i:o.Gk-: 

147 Uniio®.- iS-'t>§y,- 

Saint iotofaaK,-— 

tf L 2 r. For:t 7 orth 


r.Ir. Glnvia , 


June 30, 1937. 


lZt. I 


r.Iv. N!chs,s- — . 




L.'Ir . J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Dept, of Justice, 

V/ashington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover :- 


I i:u-. Sclincr. 


f IJir. Tracy,.. 

•i 

I iviiso Gfmdy.. 


1 



/ . I wish you would' add the folloiving two 

I titles to any bibliography that refers to th.e-sub ject 
^ in question. ' Robert VtA?Milte*^edlction of Hypnotic 
‘ > Susc^tlblllty from a Knowledge of Subjects' Attitudes*, 
an_^i^o Types' of Hypnotic Trance and^ Their Personalitv 
Co^elates." 

I had a conference with Dr. V/hite at 
. — Psychological Clinic, 6 4 "Plv mpton St-.„ 

It s'e'eiiis to me that he is doing perhaps the best v/ork 
in the country on this particular phase of the prohlem. 

I also had a very interesting talk with 
Dr. Hudsorj^oagland, Department of EioPogy, Clarke 
Uni versity , ^Worcester , Mass. He is very extensively 
N^iiiterested in biology, is' writing considerably on 
'^^■^^iin- 9 -l.,_Hvpno ti sm and made one or t’vvo very interesting 
suggestions. I think -both these men would well repay 
a visit from any of your folks who might possiblv be 
interested . ” 

Most cordially/, 


G. H. Es tab rooks. 

(- Uk. tAo/'-K /f /■# r 5» 


f' .€-»a.y»i t jX '•'«»- /~ 4 * ^ f' t J o »-o. 

y c>-v 4 .^ n.et. **< e . MM w f o • 0/ . t 0/ 

fi C. 

_ T?.T?’.nnRnT?'.'n • t f / 
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62-399|79-56 


Dr. G, H. Estabrooks, 
c/o »rs. L. Estabrooks, 

147 Gaion Street, 

Salat John, Sew Brunswick, 
Canada • 


Pas-ir Dx* Eataliroofes* 

Receipt is acknowledged of yoar ^ 

wbioii you so kindly advise «e of t?;o Doois, 
diction of HypnGtlc ^sesptibility froa a ftaowl^ge 
S te!ect8*^titndes» nnd f 

Trance^ and Thelf Personality Correlates by Robert 

i. White. 

' I appreciate Jout interest la advising ae 

of these two books and year kindness in snigesti^g 
iLrf visut would ba profitable to Dr. Huto 
Hoagland, Beparteent of Biology, Clarice Baivexsity, 
Worcester, Msssachttsetts. 

With best wishes Juad kind regards. 

Sincerely yours. 




StUiOii J 

.MAI L e o I 

JUL 2 3 193'7 

P*. M. 

ffOfWt m,fM Pf W'5Ti5J!?l8«. 

U. s. DtPjaTMti iT ff mui • j 


JOHN HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 


iBurfau of Snufotigatton 
Initfb §>tatfB Spparttttpnt of Suotir? 
Waat|tngton. B. (f. 


July 12, 1937. 


Dr. G. H. Estabrooks, 
c/o Mrs. L. Estabrooks, 
147 Union Street, 

Saint John, North Dakota, 


Dear Dr. Estabrooks: 


.Receipt is acknovdedged of your letter(of June 
30, 1937,} in Tishich you so kindly advise me. of two books, 
"Prediction of Hypnotic Susceptibility from a Knowledge 
of Subjects' Attitudes" and^"Two Types of Hypnotic Trance 
and Their Personality Correlates" by Robert W. White. 

I appreciate your interest in advising me of 
these two books and your kindness in suggesting that a 
visit would be profitable' to' Dr. Hudson Hoagland, Depart- 
ment of Biology, Clarke University, Worcester, Massa- 
chusetts . 

With best wishes and kind regards. 

Sincerely yours. 











l^tBl 

aEOORDBaj 62i*39979»57 


July 27, 1937, 


ttr, El. Robert Pepper, 

Worth Distributors, 
Greensboro, Rorth Carolina, 


Dear Mr, Pepper: 


I am in receipt of your letter of July 21, 1937, 
and in response thsroto I am transmitting to you .herewith the 
application form of this Biireau, 


It la suggested that you set forth the personal 
.history requested In this form, returning the some to the Bureau 
In order that It may be on file here. There are presently no 
vacancies in the Bureau’s Technical Laboratory, - 


Sincerely yours. 


Inclosure #1060948 


John Edgar Hoover, 
Director, 




f n, ■ ' '”,1 ji • ’.■,!• 
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July 21, 1937 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
VVashington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

You and your department could never have made the unique 
progress which is profoundly appreciated by all thinking 
Americans if you were not desirous of increasing your means 
that are instrumental in coping with the everlasting pro- 
blems that are constantly confronting you. 

I am aware of the fact that you are pressed for time, and 
therefore I shall state ray case briefly. Since 1927 this 
writer has hypnotized 1068 different persons, and has care- 
fully observed the reactions and behavior in general of 
persons in such state. I have intensively and extensively 
studied a_ great dejal of the_ psycho ^^qgical and ps ychi atrl c 
literature dealing with the* probl^s of ^ypnb 1 1 sm . Being 
wholeheartedly and intrinsically Interested in these pro- 
blems, and moreover getting some unique results, such as 
breaking up different habits, I sincerely believe that 
research work in this field, which is in its infancy, could 
be put to a great advantage to your department. You are 
indubitably acquainted with the fact that a person never 
lies in a state of hypnosis. This fact alone, in my opinion, 
is obviously of great importance to your department. 

Briefly herein are salient data concerning myself: J3 


B. S., Colorado State College ’ 

Postgraduate work: ECORDED & indexed 

One full year at the University of Kentucky 
A. M. in Psychology at the University of 


^ ■■ 


At present I am employed as manager of the compaijiy«^^Kirr^’=’'~'’yr7!\7^^rf^ 
this letterhead, but I am unhappy in this work. 1 1 wbulbR '^^'^'** 
welcome very much an opportunity in some way to becomchij -go jg37’. 
affiliated with your* department, putting to some conc’neTe'^^e ^ 
my experlen'ce and knov/ledge of the psychology of hypnoti^m.j, ^ ^ 

If your department is not interested in such research vvorkT*”* 

I shall appreciate it very much if you could refer me to any r 
organization that may be interested in a p sycho 1 agi.atL-wb:€ > - -ha s ■ ■ ■■ — 
had considerable experience v/ith hypnotism. 





Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 


July 21, 1937 


/'J 


Thank you very much In advance, and beg to remain 

Truly, 

MRP':s-AW • M. Robert^l/fepper 





. z.- 


COLGATE UNIVER5 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


r>. Tr'noia.-;.^^ 
■ *' . . n''7'»'r’‘'?"r\ca 


PLACCMENT BUREAU 


;':'.;V 

September 28, , 1937 .. ;; 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover . .. . ' ^'■• 

Department of Justice i ' 

Bureau of Federal Investigation 

Washington, D.C. ' h-' 

Dear Mr. Hoover: - L’/ 

I wonder If you would note ^^'1'. 

Naval Intelligence people.. It is from Dr. R. W.yf/hite (aL 

Harvard. They seem to be doing excellent work on this problem:^ 
and I am hoping to put in some time on this same technique j, 

myself. l'"”" 

recorded y ^ cordially yours 

FEDri'nL E '''rAU IF l.'iViiiTiQATION o c Ao . 

; ^ A SEP 30 ;9S? p. ivl. G. H.^Estabrooks 

/ enc . /J/| / ii. u. OF JfiSTICI . . -^1 



Copy 





Harvard University 
Psychological Clinic 
64 Plympton St, 
Cambridge, Mass, 


Dear Dr, Estabrooks: 


Clinic Hours 
9-12 A.M. 

July 9,‘ 1937 



I have Just beeh; looking over the results of Dr ^f-Shevach’s 
experiments in Jr^lation to hypnotic susceptiblli'ty of which we 
spoke on your r^ebent call here. As we were able to obtain only 
nine subjects Wh'o_Jiad..b-een tested fornhypnosis it is, of course, 
impossible to/l^ g-re-at'ly impressed by Vjoeff iclents of correlation, 
but the results are so enc'o\araging that we are going to continue 
the Investi-^ation next/^faH%\\You remember that Shevach measured 
the duration .and extent of tHe^Mnvoluntary rising of the arm when 
a weight which it had .been supppnting was suddenly removed. Be- 
tween hypnotic susceptibility and/the duration of rise we found 
with our nine subjects a.'^c.orre^'ation and the duration of rise we 
found with our nine sub Je''c.ts/a.' correlation of /,71 and with extent 
of rise, /.15. Extent and^di^at ion*- show a* positive correlation 
of /.iS, and a composite rank ^der Iri 'W^ich both are Included 
correlates with hypnotio\susce/p,t'lblllty- '58o . 

^ ' 

It seems possible that we have|here a validjv/ay of estimating 
hypnotic susceptibility by a technique whi/5h is wholly free from 
resemblances to hypnosis or suggestion. 0^ course we are 
anxious to use a great many morexpub Jei^b/befo,re— we.^ongratulate 
ourselves on having discovered anyttttag,.-^ I tb.oiIgh't-TNiowever , 
that you would like to be Informed of" ever^^these sl^dbr Indicatlonso 

With beat wishes, / / A 


signed 


Siiicere'ly 

W 



Robert K, White 


A 


Ca.- 


• t r-- 





Condensed from The American Spectator 
E. Boyd Barren, Ph.D. 




,ov - , ('• .'.-y:--": 


I T IS thirty years since the 
, writer made his first contact • 
with hypnotism. He was 
rambling through a side-street in 
Bristol (England) when he no- 
ticed an announcement Exhibi- 
tion of Mesmerism over the 
entrance to a three-penny variety 
booth. He entered in time to see 
a “professor” in a shabby frock 
coat and shiny silk hat making 
passes before the face of a tall, 
Negro. Presently a', stupor came 
oyer the Negro: his arms sagged; 
his head sunk on his chest. The 
‘/professor” then ran a needle 


it. And today hypnotism is 
winning its come-back. Russian 
obstetricians have revived it for . 
accouchements. EveryWiherp 
psychologists — though often\ ui\ 
skillfully-— have recourse to hyp--, 
notism in cases of amnesia} 
Psychologists interested in bor- 
derline mental states look to 
hypnotism as a possible ‘‘master- ■ 
■key to the mind of man.” Julian 
Huxley, to take one example, at 
the recent meeting of the British 
Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, declared that 
“the hope of further human 


through his flesh, but the prick progress is based on the develop- 
elicited^ no reaction. Next the ment of extra-sensory activities 
hypnotist pushed the Negro off about which little is known.” 
the platform. The poor chap Of these extra-sensory activ- 
fell on his head and rolled over ities there is none that is so 
like a log. An assistant forthwith securely founded upon indisput- 
coffined him and the spectators able facts as hypnotism. But 
moved around the coffin pinch- though of hypnotism are 

ing and punching the corpse-like generally conceded by scientists, 
figure. ^ the two main claims made by its 

It was in terms of such revolt- early votaries, namely, that hyp- 
ing phenomena that hypnotism notism is (1) a power and (2) an 
was introduced to the public elixir, fail to win assent. Hypno- 
mind. tism is no more a power than is a 

But though the general public dream: it is no more an elixir 
came to look^upon hypnotism as than is chloroform, 
a somewhat nasty fake — and had Normal hypnotism as applied 
recourse to hypnotists only sur- to more or less normal people, 
reptitiously — the most eminent w.e find, takes the form of 
psychologists never lost faith in Moss of memory 


iOglStS never lost isith in Uoss of memory 

Original ©, 1937, The A mericanrSpectator, 683 Broadway, New York. ' 
Printed by special arrangement. 




Hypnotism 

drowsiness during which con- 
sciousness persists. The drowsi- 
ness may deepen, in the case of 
highly suggestible subjects, into 
sleep. If the sleep is light, con- 
sciousness still persists^ — at least 
intermittently. If the sleep is 
deep, the consciousness becomes 
that of a sleep-walker or som^ 
nambulist. Normally everyone 
can be hypnotized into drowsi- 
ness — granted that one consents 
and co-operates — while under 
methods so far discovered only a 
comparatively few can be hypno- 
tized into somnambulism.; 

The methods of inducing hyp- 
nosis are varied. All begin -by 
inviting the patient to be calm, 
to relax, and to make the mind 
as blank as possible. . The sub- 
ject should avoid tension and 
* effort. Most . methods proceed 
JT to bring about a sense of fatigue 
in the eyes or ears and to rely on 
the feelingj^of^, fatigue in the sub- 
4 ject as aWpaisis for suggesting 

neaviness, numbness, forgetful- 
ness and sleepiness. One hypno- 
tist will hold' up two fingers of 
one hand at a distance of about 
twelve inches from the eyeh of 
the Subject at an angle calculated 
to strain the eyes. Another will 
B bid the subject gaze straight; 

B into his' (the hypnotist’s) eyes ■ 

B for a half minute or more. Still 

^ another may use an artificial eye 
with a blue iris and medium- 
sized pupil. If the room be dark 
a green or blue light is made, to 
shine upon the eye. The subject ■ 
m.ust gaze at the pupil until he 
sees it enlarge and contract. 

^ Bright lights, fixed or moving; 
monotonous sounds; and lastly- 


. . '69 

the soothing drone of the human 
voice- are- employed while the 
suggestion that he is growing 
more and more drowsy is conr 
veyed .to the subject. These • 
methods would legitimately be 
regarded as silly were it not that 
they are actually effective in in- 
ducing hypnosis. 

The length of time that it 
takes to produce the desired 
effect varies from subject to 
subject. Generally it is true that 
the length of time diminishes 
with each application. When 
the hj^pUotic state is present, or 
apjjears to be present, for the 
hypnotist can rarely be sure of 
this, the subject is told: “Your 
eyes are/ closed! You cannot 
open them!” or “You are glued 
to you'r/chair! You. cannot rise 
.’up!” I'f/the patient is. really hyp- 
. notized he will be “conscious” of 
an iriabi.lity/to open his eyes or 
to/ris,eTrbm ’his chair. , 

.i'.W’bat- is more important to our '-'/i- 
p.UTj^Gse; than a description of ■ I'.t 
me&ods of hypnotizing is the 
analysis pf the state itself. The 
■'state is characterized by. three 
main features. First, the atten- 
tion is caught and immobilized. 
Secondly, there is a dissociation 
'rffom normal thinking arid feeling. 
'-.-Third, there is mental inertia. 

.©r! ''IRivers draws-.- attention to 
another characteristic; — heigh tern 
ed sensibility. “A hypnotized 
person,” -he writes, “may become 
aware of and utilize indications 
-^giyen' .by organs of sense which 
'.produce no effect whatever upon 
his consciousness in the normal 
state.” ' 

- The effects of hypnotic suggee- 


i. 
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Digest and Review 


tion are various and at times as- group of friends were chatting of 
tounding. It is hard for a' hyp- many things, and the subject of 
notist to write soberly and dis- hypnotism was raised. I was 
passionately in view of the pecu- challenged and accepted. A girl 
liar experiences that are his lot. offered herself as a subject. 
Indeed certain results of hypnotic She had never been hypnotized 
suggestion and certain phenom- before. 

ena that have popularly been I made her sit in a comfortable 
regarded as miracles in the past, armchair and compose herself. 
(stigmata, for example, and in- The others present retired to the 
stantaneous healings) are re- far end ^ of _ the room. They 

Similar. watched in silence with nerves a F 

A man hard of hearing comes little on edge, 
for a treatment. I succeed in in- Mrs. B. — for so I will call my 
ducing a light hypnotic sleep. I subject — was soon calm and- re- I 

tell him that he can hear well. I laxed. I used a flashlight to 

arouse him. I find that now he fatigue her eyes and she expe- 

hears everything without dlfh- rienced the usual feeling of drow- 
culty. His improved condition siness. A light sleep came with- 
endures for a number of hours, in a few minutes and deepened. 

A- college girl who stammers Her chin fell on her breast; her 
badly comes along. For a while arms sagged; her breathing be- * 
after hypnotic,' treatment she came troubled; the color and ' 
speaks clearly and without any complexion of her face changed, 
nervous hesitation. A young Unexpectedly a kind of lethargy 
man, apparently paralyzed, is came_ over her but it was not 
helped into my office and slumps • the kind described in text-books, 
in a chair. His story is that he for as soon as I spoke to her she 
cannot use his legs. He has answered. Her voice was hollow 
been helpless for a year and and unnatural. I asked for her 
more. ■ I invite him to submit to ring and she gave it to me. I 
hypnotism. He proves a good bade her get up and open and 

subject. I awaken him and tell close the door. She did so in a ■ 

him to walk" He walks. I tell dull dreamy way. 
him to.run. He runs around the None of these facts however 
room. Apparently he is cured? proved anything. Were she a 
Weil, no! Qn his return to .his clever actress she could still be 
accukomed environment of a playing with us all. _ I needed 
doting mother who does every- something more convincing. T 
thing for him, his paralysis decided to hazard a telepathic 
returns. test. I approached one of the 

For what it is worth I record onlookers, a close friend of Mrs. 
the following from my case-book. B., and whispered to her, asking 
It happened at an afternoon— her to mention a number, a 
five o’clock— tea in a very old color, an’ animal, a shop where ^ 
house in a very old city. A she dealt, and a few like matters. 


t 
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HvPNOTIsiU 

Then I returned to Mrs. B. and 
asked her to tell me the number, 
color, etc. that her friend had 
mentioned. With only one error 
she answered all the questions 
correctly] 

This was striking, but even 
more was the fact that obvious 
facial and bodily changes were 
passing over my subject during 
her sleep. Her friends were be- 
coming alarmed — I too felt that 
the experimeht had gone far 
enough. I thought it time to 
awaken her. 

Mrs. B. was shivering and 
complained of being very cold 
when she opened her eyes. She 
was unnaturally pale. She said 
she could not remember any- 
thing ■ that had happened, nor 
did she know what had become 
pf her ring. 

This case may be of some inter- 
est to such as pursue researches 
in telepathy. Telepathy is still a 
borderline activity of the mind — 
its credentials are not establish- 
ed. But if they are ever to be 
established it will be by working 
in conjunction with hypnotism. 

One other strange effect of 
hypnotism is perhaps worthy of 
mention. On an occasion I lec- 
tured before a college class on 
hypnotism. The^ audience was 
responsive — indeed too much so! 
As soon as I began to demon- 
strate m.y method of hypnotiz- 
ing a few of my audience hurried 
out of the hall, feeling, as they 
confessed after, that “something 
was coming over them”! Mass 
hypnotism is today occupying 
the attention of several psychol- 
ogists. ■ - 


Concerning the future of hyp- 
notism we can only speculate. 
Some, as we have seen, look for 
further discoveries in the field of 
mental knowledge through it. In 
such a hope the writer does not 
share. 

However there are two im- 
portant services that hypnotism 
will render to mankind, the 
value of which the plain man will 
fully appreciate. First, hypno- 
tism will be available as an effec- 
tive if temporary sedative for 
those who are worried and fret- 
ful and who urgently need regu- 
lar periods of complete relaxation. 

There is a second and much 
more important service that hyp- 
notism seems destined to render. 
With the perfecting of the hyp- 
notic art, hypnotism will, I 
believe, eventually become the 
normal form of anaesthesia. At 
its present stage of development 
hypnotism can only be counted 
on to anaesthetize a small minor- 
ity sufficiently for painless de- 
livery and painless ■ operating. 
But in time such effects should 
be made available for all; 

This is the future that lies 
before hypnotism — not to endow 
romantic men and women with 
the so-called magnetic eye that 
awes and fascinates — not- to con- 
trol the behavior of neurotic 
morons so that they obey the 
hypnotist’s commands through 
the byways of virtue or crime — 
but to become the healthy, nat- 
ural sleep of insensibility for all 
plain men and women who have 
to face the terrors of the surgeon’s 
knife, the dentist’s drill, or the 
obstetrician’s forceps. 


I Ml*; Natha 3 a 

Mn 

Mr; Baugbznfm . 

I Mr* Clegfg 

Mr; Coffey 

'■ _ Mr. Crowl 

I Mn Ejjan 

I Mr. Fo’iwoi'th... 

I Mr; Giavia 

I Mr. liarbo 

I Mr. Hottel 

Mtr. 

Mr. McJntire 

Mr. Neughten... 
Mr. Nicliois 
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r Mr. Pennington . 

, ;Mr. Seliilder 

Mr. Tamm 

Mi*. Tracy 

Miss Gimdy 


October 8, 1937. 


]3r» Q. H. EstabrookSi 
Colgate Oniverstty, 
Hamilton, Hew Xork, 


Dear Dr* Estabrooksi 

I am pleased to acknowledge receipt of yonr 
letters of September 28th and October 1st, 1937, transmitting 
copies of a letter and a report furnished you by Dr. R. *. 
White in connection with research on hyjmotic suseeptlbilily . 

I have read these with interest and have turned them over to 
the Bureau * 3 Laboratory for further consideration. 

\ 

In accordance with your request I am transmitting 
a copy of each of the papers forwarded l^r you to Rear Admiral 
R. S* Holmes* Director of Haval Intelligence, Havy Department, 
Washington, D. C. 

Your courtesy and interest in submitting this infer-* 
matioa to the Bureau are indeed appreciated* 

Sincerely yours, , 


John Edgar HooVer, 
Director* 


SVJ A 1 ' 

OCT 8-®^ ' 

P. M- 

a, s, 






iATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


October 1, 1937 


Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover; 

I take the liberty of sending to you a copy of a report forwarded . / 

to me by Dr, R, W,fWhlte of the Psychological Clinic, 64 Plympton St,, /w' 
Cambridge, Mass, tEIs seems to me the best lead on the problem of ^ 

picking the subject beforehand, so I wish you would -file It with my 
papers, I enclose a copy for the Navy Department, — -- — — ■■ m,, a 

REOORDafS Cordially yoia-s— S 

& T ^DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




H, Estabrooksy g 


4 193? P. M. 


ft I i'/iENT OF JUSTICE 


ADAPTATION OF THE TENSIVE- SENSE 


This measure is based on an experiment attributed by Troland to 
the adaptation of the tensive sense and is described by him in his 
Principles of Psychophysiology . Vol. II,^ Sensation , p* 343* 

Originally, we used it as a measure of perseveration, assuming 
that the extent of the rise of the arm v/ould be greaj^^^r in the case 
of the peraeverator than in the case of the non-perseverator • For 
apparatus and procedure cf. Studies in Perseveration J |vi» Methods for the 


study of sensory perseveration , J, Psycho l*. 


51-402 (enclosed) 


The most important result yielded y^^he'^^ove study^s that the 
measurable quantity- of this fTinction^^:e chara^^ristlc of each 
individual and is highly constant froiq^ay ^tp^day. Moreover, the wide 


individual differences indlcaj 


th^e^tent of rise of the arm is a 


valid measure of some rath/ir constant N^div!b<^al trait. The test is 
lilghly variable. Thirteen ISs retested j^ter the elapse of three weeks 
yielded the repeat-reliabllMy /. 98^.0^ 


Additional yexp^rirSents w 


■led out involving 


series of weighs , changes the duration of the stimulus , increased ■■ 
duration and diebreased stlimylus et vice versa . 

CorrelatioV^K^lth ppnsfonality variable were established by 
adiiinlsterlng standardpersonality tests. So far the coefficients are 
negligible . 

However, the correlations with hypnotizability, though Iqw, 
justify further experimentation, which we intend to carry out this fall^ 




A word must be said about the apparatus as described in the 
enclosed reprint. For purposes of the present experiment the 
apparatus was greatly simplified. 

The apparatus consists now of a cord running through 5 pulleys 
inserted in the ceiling. A bar of metal weighing 3.0 kilograms is 
attached to the cord. S stands erect with his right side toward the 
apparatus. (If S is slnistral, with the left sideo)(j S. extends his 
arm belov/ horizontal. (To Insure an exact angle fori all Ss we empl^ 
a sliding wooden semi-circle inserted into a groove p r a rod.) S 
supports the weight for a period of one minute . The'\^^Jb. extent of 
the rise of the arm is recorded by raea/yf of ^\hread atth^ed to S’s 
v/rist running over a system of pull^^ which ^effect a reduction of 


10 to 1 of a marker on a b 3 rraograph di 
and fall of the arm is recopdieA-by^ 


duration of the rise 
jans\OT a time marker. Throughout 


the experiment S reads aloya from a p\tohle%,^]|;iich is placed on a stand 
on a level with his eyes.llThis procedure induces abstraction and 


increases the automa/yxltyOxf t 
A detailed^^*^^r^^s bel^ 


the re^t^lon of the arm. 
ig—pr^ared for publication* 


/ 



October 8> 1937, 


Rear Adatral S. S« Holmes, 
Director, 

Naval Intelllgescei 
Navy Depart««ut, 
Washlngtoa, D, 0« 


My dear Mmlrc^t 

This Bureau is Is receipt of eoBsuaicatlons from 
Dr* 6, H, Istabrooks of Oolgate Haiversiiy, Haosiltoa, Hew 
Xork, traasmittlng cepies of a letter and a report by 
Robert W, IMt* relative to roeearch on bypnotie susceptibility* 
Dr* Istnbrosbs refuestcd that you be furai^ed with, copies 
of these reports and, accordingly, I am traasmittlng herewith 
a copy of eack, » ' 


Sincerely yours. 



QT»OH 

62-39979-60 








October 18, 1937. 


Dr, Q, H, Eatabrooka, 
Colgate Dniveraity, 
Hamilton, Hew York, 


Dear Dr, Eatabrooka* 


Receipt ia acknowledged of your letter of October 
13* 1937, in which you sulmiitted the' names of two reprints ' 
dealing with the subject of lQ»'pa 0 ti 8 a, 

I wish to thank you for your courtesy in calling 
tbia material to my attention. It has, been referred to the 
Bureau* s Technical Laboratory and I am' sure that it will 
prove of interest to the technicians. 

Sincerely yours. 


I - irnirnmtmmm 

Mr. Nmtliaa 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Cotf^y i 
M_r. CroWl 
Mr. 

Mr. f'oxwbrtk’v'ki.i.*-* 
AJr. GiaVift 
Mr, Harbb 

Mr. Hottel ' ..... 

Mr. .i.ikw,.... 

Mr. McIntirSj, 

Mr. Ndughteii 
Mr. Nichola... 

Mr^ PeniklngtQti 
Mr. 

5Ir. 

Mr. 

Miss Gandy 


a 



John Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 








COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

MAMILTON, N. Y. 



PLACEMENT BUREAU 


October 13, 1937 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
V/ashington, D.C. 


A 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


A couple of reprints have just come into my hands which 
seem to me to be rather important. They are: 


Vo 




' . Jenness,A., & Dahms, HT^^Change of Auditory Threshold 
/ Reverie as Related to Hypnotizability * - offprinted 

^ from THEl'JOURNAL OP GENERAL P,SYCHOLOGY, 1937, 17, 167- 

170 " 


Dahms, H., & Jenness, A. '’AlStudy of Direct Suggestibility 
and Social Introversion' as Related to Auditory 
Threshold and to Reaction-time During Reverie" - 
offprinted from THE ^JOURNAL OP SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY, 
1937, 8, 251-267 


Would you have these references filed? 


Most cordially yoiors 

w G, H.^Estabrooks 

copy to Mr. R.S. Holmes 
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October 18, 1937. 




Dr. G. H. Estabrooks, 
Pli^ceaient Biire&u, 
Colgate University , 
Hamilton, 8ew York. 




Dear Dr. Estabrooks; 

Receipt is acknowledged of your 
letter of October 9, 1937, advising that you 
have received the copies of my recent addresses 
which were forwarded to you. 

^ I am glad to know that you aporeciate"- 
receiving these addresses and to assuro'you 
tliat your name will remain on our ajailinv’ list 
so that copies of future addresses will be. 
forwarded to you as they are printed from time 
to txiae • 


Mr. Nathan . — 

Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Baughman . 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Crowl 

Mr. Egan 

rir. 'Foxworth . 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Harbo 


. Mf. Hottel 

V i 

\\r. T,VAter ^ ... 

Mr. MclnM*'®-- 

Mr. Nau;^i|\en 

Mr. 

?,rr. Veniiiny 
Mt*. Subildor... 

Mr. Tftiam 

Mr. Tracy . 



Misa Gandy.. 

. f 


z1 




??ith best wishes and kind regards, 
Sincerely yours, 



COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 



jj ivrp. Natl'.an. 
l/.ir. Tolocn.. 


PLACCMCNT BUREAU 


|i Mr. Bau't^-man 

jj Mr. Cleg*^ ... 

I'. j'Ar. Cc^ey - 

11 Llr. Crow! . — 


October 9, 

li * 

r T.^r, - ... 

ji .Cr. 71^ . 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
ViJashington, D.G. 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 




Ti;_m 


■j Hr. Tr_cy . J 
J; £Gdo Gtisdj/'. 


I wish to thank you for the three recent reprints of your 
addresses. I can assure you that it is always a pleasure 
to receive these and that sooner or later I read tlion with 
the greatest of Interest. 




There is I find one real trouble with all going concerns — a 
fault which perhaps you can some day adjust. I had it very 
definitely brought to my mind in Washington and have always 
noticed it around Colgate. The kick is that they keep you 
busy, so that I generally have to wait until a Thanksgiving 
or Christmas vacation to catch up on my reading. 

Our institution has opened and we are looking forv/ard to a 
successful academic year. After our game with Cornell, we 
have decided to stress the character building power of 
athletics for the coming season. I think this is probably 
our best move. 


Most cordially yours 


G, H. Estabrooks 


SiECORDED 
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Soresber 2, 1937* 


Dr« Q* H* Estabrooks,^ 
Colgate Calveraity, 
Hamilton^ Nev Iork» 


Dear Dr. Estabrooka* 

I wiah to ackaowledge receipt of your letter of 
October 28, 1937, ia which you oacloaed a letter from Mr* 
Hudson Hoagland* Mr. Hoagland*8 letter subeita a suggestion 
pertaining to the possibilities of obtaining an index of 
hypnotisability* 

I wish to thmk you for your courtesy in calling 
this to sy att^tioa and to assure you of qy continued interest 
in these natters. 

Sincerely yours. 



ftlr. Hottel 

Hr. Lester 

VIr. Mointire... 
! Ir. NangMen. 
i '^r. Nichols 


t Jr. Poniiinstoo . 
< .Jr. Schilder 


I ;.:r. Tr-r-r 


John Edgar Boorer, 
Director, 


Mi,..,. • 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


October 28, 1937 


' cy^ 


i y 

L 


Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
vJashington, D.C, 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I enclose a letter from Mr. Hudson^t?Joagland]^i^6lark University, which n 
I think explains itself. This might be a little v/orth following pro- 
vided yoxi folks have an apparatus anywhere in Washington or provided 
you could get anyone interested in outside institutions. I don't re- 
gard this as an extremely promising lead but one never can tell. My 
own bet is that there would be a great deal of wprk j.vlbh,,.a very . 1 
correlation at the end* It m/jI y At 

recorded & INDEXED) 

Gordla njfZrybpr s: ’ ;■ : ; - ; > . ' 

' ^ *ol u.s. 


G. H. E 
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WASHINGTON. D. C. 
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OFFICIAL. BUSINESS 




BIOliOaiCAL LABORATORIES 


CLARK UNIVERSITY 

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 


October 26, ^937 


Dr. George H. Estabrooks 
Colgate University, 
Hamilton, N, Y. 

Dear George; 


I really believe that the electrencephalogram would 
probably turn out to be useful by way of a study of the 
percentage of the time alpha waves are present as an index of 
hypnotizability . How reliable this index would be, if it 
exists, is entirely a matter for research. It would be a bit 
of a major job to standardize it and work the thing out in a 
statistically reliable fashion. Unfortunately it is just this 
that makes the job relatively impossible for us to tackle right 
now because of the press of work of our regular program. Had 
we a free apparatus and a suitable graduate student, it would 
be an excellent thing to try. I am afraid that rather super- 
ficial examination of the problem in the brief time in which it 
might be sandwiched into our program would contribute little 
or nothing. It is, however, a job which should be done. I 
do not believe, however, that we can plan in any definiteway 
to tackle it for the present. 


As ever. 




COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


PLACEMENT 8UREAU 


December 11, 1937 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C* 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 


I would like you to add the enclosed to my records. They have been 
doing vei^ excellent work at the University of Illinois on this 
matter of^rientation in the magnetic field. Prom the reports I have 
gathered it seems to me that the resulting conditions in animals 
was something closely ijesembling animal hypnotism. I was, also, 
told that they were doiWg work on a machine to use on the human 
being. Professor N^arklk^^ull, at Yale, is strongly of the opinion 
that this so-calle<rfefilmal^%ypnotism would have nothing to do 
,ivl^h htfelt^^liypnotism' ev'en if such a machine works. I am inclined 

th him. However, I think you should know, the individuals 
-;^i|^^^ponsible for this researc'h at the University of Illinois. 

king pin "is Dr. W. E.^urge, University of Illinois, 
UrbamY’S^'inois . He appears to be out of town quite a lot, and I 
would suggest that perhaps it would be easier to contact Mr. P. 
teruger, if you wish to do so, on this matter. , ■ 


Cordially yours 


copy for R.S.Holmes 


G. H. Estabrooks 


^^oorded 
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Deceiver 13 j. 1937» 


jS 



Dr* Q» B« Sstftbrooka^ 
Colgate OnlTerslty, 
EaxHtcm* Hew York* 


Dear Dr* Kstabrooka* 

I wish to aekfloaladge receipt of your letter of 
Decoaber 11, 1937, ia which you adriee of the excellent work 
which ia being conducted at the Uaiweraity of Illinois on the 
subject of fayphotian* 

I wish to thank you for calling this natter to ay 
attention to assure you of ay oontinupd interest in natters 
of this type# 


Sinceorely yours^ 


1 i,-r. Nathna 

[ Mr. ToIbois... 

Mr. BauifKmaz] 

Mr. Cle^g 

Mr. Coffey ........... 

Mr> Crowl 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth 

Mr, Glavin 

I Mr. Harbo 

fiXr, Hot&el 

Mr. Lester 

Mr, Mclntiro ... 

Mr. NaujjIitoB 

Mr, Nichole 

Mr. Pennioi^on .n-. 

Mr. Kocen 

Mr. Schildor’ 

Mr. Tawjsa 

Erir. Troiry 


” r.iiDo Gandy. 
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/ — ^ ^ ^ December 

39f7f-6f 

Dr. G. H. 'I’stEbrooks, 
Pleceaent Bureeu, 

Colgate University, 
Hamilton, 5ie» Xork. 


Dear Dr. Esti'brookss 

I pa in receipt of your letter doted 
December 10, 19?7, with reference to ay address 
entitled "Public Duty in Lew Inforcesent" y.bicb Kis 
rscently iorwerded to you. I tJi icosed byppy to lesru^ 
thst you tre in eccorti stdth the views vshich I czv.res.sed 
before the dssocit'tion of Life Insurance Preaidente 
in he# York City s.nd I {-pprecltte tho thoughtfulnece 
which prbopted. you to sit-ks youi' rerctioa lu tJii?. regerd 
evfc,tl?.ble to ae. 

fith bftEt iriehes aad kind reg£;rdc, 

V 

Sincerely yours, 





f 

COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 



December 10, igst'!*'''™ 


Mr. J* Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Yv'ashington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I wish to thank you for the copy of your address on PUBLIC 
DUTY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT. Frankly, I think your reactions 
on the parole situation are very much to the point, and some- 
day the American public will probably be educated to the 
point where it will no longer tolerate this sort of thing. 

It would be so much simpler if we could just run in a iron- 
handed dictator who would handle all these things as they 
should be done. Unfortunately, if we look at- the European 
situation, that doesn’t seem to be such a good idea either. 

I guess the whole thing is just a question of education, and 
it isn’t so easy to education 120 million especially when 
very powerful forces don’t see eye to eye with your education- 
al program. 


Cordially yours 


G. H.^E stab rooks 









Jaauary 17t 1933* 


Emot Ai^rsl E« S« Holjt«S|r 
Director*. 

8 *t«I lattUigcae*, 

Ihtfj 

WftshlagtoQ* D« C« 


My dMT ItlBlnLli 

Thi» Is la rse«i{»t of a ooaaaoie&tloa from 

Cr« Ct. K« Ikrfcabrooks of Colfsto ttolTarsltar* iaalltoa, 5s« 
fork* la vkLcIi hs oatliass eertala fsetors psrtsiaing to 
tgrpBotlsa« Or. tstsl»ro«ks roqasstsd tkst 70 U bo fornishod 
oltk m e&fj «f tkls loitoar oecordiafly^ X m troasaittiog 
a eoj^ luKToot’^ 

Slae^-oXy yoorsy 


Joba Edfor Boo7ar« 
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62-39979-65 


Jana&ry I7» 193d* 


Dr* 0* H. BstabrooicSf 
Colgate University* 
HaBllt<Ki* lev York* 


Dear Dr* Istabrookss 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
January lO, 1938* la which you outline certain Inportaat 
probliMiS dealing with the subject ef hypnotlsn# 

fureuant to your request this lafomatlon le 
being placed la the flies for possible future refermce and 
the copy which you w^closed haa been traamfnltted to idairal 
R* S* Holaes of the Ukwj Departaent* 

Sincerely' yours*. 


i. .'*ri j* • 


r:v. Cl OK/. 

Ll?. r^rif-a.. 

l.rr. 73:r:75r£i. 

riif. Glr.-7Ta 

BIp.rbo 

L"r. E-Icits! 

iVr. Lcctar 

r.."!:. P.2cr.'t.*-'ro 

Nc.u';iteB 

Niclioio 

?G2Jaia,'TtC3t . .... 

3?.ccaa 




txv. 

W':r, 


... 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


January 10 , 1938 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
V/ashington, D.C, 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I wish you would put the enclosed in my files. 

It may t-urn out that one of ^e really Important problems in 
this practical application ofCh vpnot ism is some means by which 
one can rapidly and safely induce unconsciousness in an 
individual who, tests show, will be a good subject. It would 
then, I think, be quite feasible to Induce hypnotism in the 
follovi?ing disorganized state of returning consciousness without 
his being able to put up any effective resistance. 

I have given this matter considerable thought and have talked 
with two or three authorities on this matter of the rapid in- 
duction of the unconscious state. My own opinion is that the 
best means which could be universally applied with relatively 
little skill is the use of ethyl chloride. I would point out 
that this drug is very easily obtained and its effects as an 
Inhalant are very rapid. Something in the line of seconds. On 
the other hand, it is dangerous if used over a prolonged period, 
I am assured, hov/ever, that used merely as a device to produce 
momentary unconscioxisness , it would be both quick and safe. 

I enclose a copy for Admiral^iolmes . 


Cordially yours 




■. H.§e 


stabrooks 




h-s. 
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March 24, 1938. 



aaCORDBD ^ 2 ^ 

Dr. G, H. £st&brookSf 
Placement Bureau, 
Colgate Oniversity, 
fiaailton, Hew lork. 




(j[p 


Dear Dr. Eetabrooks* 

, Mr. Clyde k. Tolsoa, ay Assistant, has just 

letter dated March 11, 

1933, end I did want to take this opportunity of ex- 
pressing my appreciation for your continued interest in 
t^e Federal Bureau of Investigation and ay adninistratloa 
or it. 

It is most oacouraging, I assure yoa^ to receive 
sppix)batlon fi'oa such outsxaading eonaunity leaders as 
j ourself and I did want to tiiank you, foi- your kind ?'Ords. 

» 

Flth best wishes and kind regards. 




iiQLLY QIV an TtlQQ J,- 



PLACEMENT BUREAL 




\y- 


March 11, 1938 


Mr. C. A, Tolson 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Mr. Tolson: 


I wish to thank you for the copy of your letter to Mr. Gault; also, 
for the law enforcement bulletin. 


ly^ 



Permit me to congratiilate you on the ac 
problem. 

recorde: 

Speaking as a g>od Republlcan,"-^-&^n -me' 
greatest admiration for Mr. Hqover and 
with the support .he gets from Cummings,, 
particular combination does a good de^l 
ment at a time v/hen frankly I disagree 
of the administration's program...^, 


curacy with which you state the 




e ly- s ay ’I5ha-t -hay e the 

I am partiCihl^hly impressed 
s -a, matter of fa’ct that 

my faith xn govern- 
wl;^,h,;;c^jyqj^fflii^§^ble portion 


Please keep me on the mailing list for" 



tides . 
dlally yours 

G. H.^stabrooks 




'f 


■f- 


:€ 




RPG:ME- . 


4^ 6j, 1S38 


. , f 

^Dri' C. E*,.i':*m)TOoke- - • .'v'.'^ •.•'■' ^•.- ': ■ 

■ ■ Colgftt*. 

■ ,D<»r 'Dr*' 

f.- v-Beo4ii^ is/a0lsiwiidedgo4'fef''your-'l^ ;«>f 

-"'■lliy. ''27, -ISSE tii«>’;’iurticl« .'oiiioh' you ' 

■/,^ir»-'rco«!ritly;;|reRd''ote^ tho’tjtlny <^e*i)Se 

■ I .Ksa^ interBSted Jn;y«?r ©Eseanwi-* 

ticW-r©g(irdS»g 'tEio'uiHMs^ mftlAd3r:;«ad '. 

tlMUQk you jpor yout ttiousWsfulnoss Is wrltli^ 

wisfee#-'- rBpwrds* •■ 

' SJBoWPoly'ytW’s.^ ' ' 


• . ■ i ■ ’■ • 



'»r. ®«laon, 
'Sir. 7 iiat]um. 
.^fe 'ToiiHa , 
jSJr. ;CJooi* 
.■ajf. CffUto}'’;. 

JBr, CaO'acy 

'Mr. Esoa ',L 


6' 1938 


.lAv. 

'Mr. 


, ’G®. 
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May 27, 1938 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Biireau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
¥/aslalngton, D,G. 


Daar Mr. Hoover: 


I was reading a very -interesting article the other day, dealing 


with the^alay dlsease^latah.*’ 

There can he no douht that people suffering from this disease develop 
an abnormally high suggestibility. So much so that they are unable 
to resist imitating the movements of those near them even if those 
movements Involve great physical danger such as thrusting their 
hands in fire. 

I hope to have the time to do a little more reading on this subject 
and look up the best literatxire* If caused by some article of 
diet or some deficiency In the diet, which would seem highly 
probable, then it might be possible that the isolation of the 
drug or diet in question might be extremely useful. 


Cordially yotirs 




G. H. Estabrooks 




^ ' 3h 
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I)r* C» Efcitabrooks 

Col^'ste Uni-wrilty 
ll®» Xturic 


Mr. Tolsott.. 
Hbr. NmOum . 


Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Clei« 

Ijir. Coffey 

Mr. Crowl 

Mr. Dawas^ — 

Mr. Ssan 

Hr. FoawortU ; 
Mn Glavtn.;... 


Mr: IZarlxi 


Mr: Leoicr -.1 
Mr. Mcttttlro. 
Mi^: NichoU.^ 

M»1 '^aejf 

kioa baady-. 


D*ar Sr* list® brooks* 

I Aa in £ ec«ipt r.f yotar lettcf 
4 y i 938 » iuiTo CArefvXiy 
mtn^d ycur sag:je»tioas in ecaoecti n 
tbe inTO^ti^Rti. a of xldamplsig CAnen, 

tan jwy he sure of agr ajjpreclRtion 
for mvr interest sod cooperation la 
^•wnlsbing m with y&w’ opinion ia tbics re- 
gard, nnd your e*:^i2estis,.5ns- wULL receiTe every 

coQsideratioa* 

Sincerely yotire, V 


cc Buffalo 


COMMUNICAHONS 

fA A t ^ 


StCTlOH 
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June 4, 1938 



Mr, J, Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.G. 


Tolcoc 


1| Mr. Ccff&y 
Iilr. Crctvl,. 

f 


Dear Mr, Hoover: 

A thought occurs to me 
your Bureau could make 

For Instance, straight 
background Is one 


Mr. -i.-ZEcy 



Ur. E'Jtin 


Mr. . 


Mr. C!a\’in... . 


Mr. T'.irho 


Mr. T,or.tr*r i 

Mr. lilcintirc 


LIr. Niclicis 



on thie kidnapping epidemic, 
a distinction which might be 


It seems^i:that 
helpful! 


rub]^. 

kidnapping wit h the idea of a he althj^^ahaom^ff^ the 


On the other hand, such cases as the MattSjqni C^se'jpf- tjh^,^<r-Deyin^^ Cjase, woul 
appear to be more the work of a pervert--wlfe '^thl’a perhaps a's either the 
main cause for the crime or at least a good secp-nddryfinaTTse', 

While it seems to me that your Bureau starlhs- Sxcelvte’^nt^'biiaxibes of, running 
down species #1 and more or less dlscoureging”hlm“fr75ra]'M's~act‘l'vities, 
it would seem far more difficult to handle the s 
Certainly if someone chooses to run a ^av w ith a c 
according to the role of a sexual pervert, preve^. 




Lnd breed'lbT cats. 
j^^,and^_dispose of it, 
jn and discouragement 
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of this type of thing is going to he pretty difficult. 

The splitting up of a classification might have its uses. 

Cordially yours 

w G, H* Eatabrooks 







^OORDKD ^ 3 ^ 3 ^ 933 , 


Dr. G. H. Estabrooics 
Placeaant Bureau 
Colgate University 
Haoiltonj, New Xork 


Dear Dr« Estabrooks* 

I have raeeived your letter dated June 15 » 1938, 
in which you tell of your interest in the possibility of the 
insulin treataent and the extraordinary sugge stability of 
the subject after such treataent* 

The Biffeaa has aado no experiaents along this line 
and has no information as to the practicability of such a pr^ 
c^uref however, I an very much interested in any possibilities 
along that line and would appreciate hearing the results of 
your a^eriments nesct Fall. ' 

I wish to thank you for bringing this infomation to 
ny attention. 

Sincerely yours. 
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June 15, 1938 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


This Commencement we gave an honorary degree to Dr. HanfredfGakel^ You 
may or may,,^t recall that he is the originator of the now fanious/fcnsulin 
treatment of^ementia praecox. His book7jfelAEI.IAC0L0GICj\L TREATB,IE1<1T 
SCHIZOPHEEMli., published by the Nervous and Mental Disease Publishing ^o., 
contains much excellent material on this treatment. 

My interest here, hov/ever, is in the fact that Dr'^T'-S^^chard I^Hutchings, 

Utica State Hospital, Utica, N.Y. , and Dr. William wTtlffright, lifeircy State 
Hospital, Marcy, N.Y. both commented on the extraordinary suggestability 
of 'the subject aftet the insulin treatment. 

I mentioned this fact to Dr. Sakel when he was on the campus. He immediately 
verified the report, say^g that this insulin treatment undoubtedly does pre- 
dispose the individual i^^ypnotism. As a matter of fact, two or three cases 
in the book v^hich I have quoted bear out this contention. 


I am hoping that I will have the opportunity of verifying this claim. The 
work with insulin at Marcy and Utica has stopped for the svunmer, but I will 
be looking forward to an opportunity of testing this suggestability in the 
fall. It seems to me a most interesting lead. 


Cordially yours 




G. H. Estabrooks 




r- 

v: y f " 


n:- JUST!C 




moomm 

Smm 23, 1938. 


Dr. G. H. £stabroolca 
Placeaent Bxjreau 
Colgate University 
Hauiltoa, Nee lork 


Dear Dr. Esta4>roo]cat 

I a* in receipt of your letter dated J'une..20, 
1938, in eiaioh you advise of the experiaents conducted 
by Dr. M. H. Briekeoa at the ELoise Hospital, Eloiee. 
MichigM.. ’ 

It seeas to m that Dr. Erickson is working 
in a very intersating aad productive field. I of 
course, glad to hear of your work and that of your 
friends wad associates. ' 

Thanking you for calling this to ay attention, 

1 am 


Sincerely yours. 




t 




1 . 
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June 20, 1938 


Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


It seems to me that this question of the use of insulin as 
a conditioner for^ijrpnotism is very important, I have just received 
a reprint from, ilrickson at the Eloise State Hospital and enclose a 
copy of my answer. 

Erickson is one of those peculiar enthusiasts who loves to try 
anything new and has all the energy in the vrorld. Frankly mine is tied 
up too much on administrative work* 


w 

enc * 


Cordially yours 

0 

G, H. Estabrooks 



I 


;ruae 30* X93 


Dr, I!, h’AICriclraon 
Eloiee Hospital 
Elolse* Miehlgw 


D#ar. I'JriolcsOttj 


I <lo to 'tfcanlc ym* for year roprint eatltlod “Tho I^rpnotlc Induction 
of Halluoinatiay Color Vlsioft Followed by fiMmdo r4*@>ttiv« Aft«3>>B>ages**t 

Ey the way* l»re*».a tip 'whieh aay be of to you# 1 pass it <m for what 
it is HC*rth beoauea* fnoxlcly, l aa too buey to follow the lead* These 
blasted adainistratiyo jobs plenty of tiwi* 

I , 

fee gaeo Dr# I^tanfred Salcsl a Sogree here in ikm* X was particularly interest- 
ed in hia booauae of th® fact that the attperlntar^enta of the Utloa State and 
ISaroy State claiised to notice a very higii degrs# ev^cyistability after the 
insulin treafewnt. As u iaatteip of faet, that pbiat rather than Ms strai£^t 
insulin tewatewat led md to boost hia f or the iN^eed here# It ^e sinply a 
canter of latei^Bt, 

1 laeationad this aatter to Sakai whan ^ lias on the dat'^pus# etates very 
definitely that this rise in iMeeantahility foUowlile the insulin shot la ^ 
very definite* jfe, fact* he quotes two or t^3i*e« case# In his booj6| aeowine '5 
that the subject appears to bo re»arlcel>ly atisoepttble to hypnoticra* I wonder , 
if that laeaas anything to ymf / 


Cordially yewro 


L H* Sstabrocdcs 


. ‘.\ 


0 ^ 


I 


QZ^ 39f7f 
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Septcaber 14# 1938. 


Dr« 0. H. Estabroojca 
Colgate diversity 
Haailton# Hev York 


Sear Dr* Eats^rookas 

I »as cpiite interested in your letter of Septeaber 
7# 1938# in i^lch yom referred to tbe possibility of insulin 
shook as a cotidltioneNr to hy^iraosls. Unfortmately the Btireau 
has done nothing fiarther in the study of hypnosis and I sm 
mehle to st^gest any one nhe could isidertake the work at the 
Barey Stats Hospital* Should yea obtain further inforaation 
'at any lat«r tiaa coneeming the ap|)ltc!«tion of tlie insulin 
work to l^pnoeis, I rtaouid be vary glad to receive it* 

Ion my recall that during one of jova: visits to 
Washingtoj^ you diacmsed your search for a aethed of deter* 
Bining the prt^per stage of hy|»KM»is was. reached in an 
^dividual and at that tiae I believe you were conBidoring 
'^e possibilities of utilizing tlie galvanometer to aeasure 
a’ourrent passed through the body. I would greatly appreciate 
being iafomed shether you were sucoessful in this attempt or 
whether you were able to find any other criterion for deter* - 
jaihitig the ext^t of the hypnotic state* 


With best wishes# I aa 


Sincerely yoiirs. 


Mf. Foxworth 


Mr. Meintire 


coM^ywicAtroKi bestiom 


M A s 


SEP 141938 
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September 7 , 1938 i. .. - ,^-y 





Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C, 


Dear lir. Hoover: 


, I--. 

[ riTca Ci.ay. 
.1 


^*c 35-'7' ?'s_*r!*r.. 


I am beginning to be more and more convinced that some really 
serious work should be done on the insulin shock as a conditioner 


^to^^ypneeiffs — -I find that I could easily do this work at the Ijiarcy 
State Hospital which is within thirty-five miles of here, but, frankly, 
with college opening it is too much of a strain. However, if you 
know of anyone who would feel like undertaking this work, I feel 
it would be an easy matter for me to obtain an entrance for him 
there. 


Cordially yours 


w 


stabrooks 




IPCiOK 

62*-39979-72 


September 22, 193^* 


Dr* 0. H. Batabrook* 
Colgiite Oaiv«r»ity 
HsbIX^b, Maw York 


Daar Dr. Istabro«Auii 

Thwak y®u for your letter of Septe^er 17, 193^» 

settiBk *»rfeh iafereaUon coneemin* tee 

refleac «Mi tee eeriec eeteod for tee detereiaetion of tee 

depte ef ^rjwoeie. 

I m eorry to learn teat your predietions eoa- 
cemine tee valee of tee insulin treatment are not at 
nr na na-t h e ir IT reili»ed. Should you rseelfe subsequent 
Sforeation to tee conti-ary I should bo glad to learn of it. 

Sincerely yours, 

For tee Director, 


Harold Hathan 
Assietant Director 
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September 17, 1938 




Mr, J, Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
¥Jashington, D.C, 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 




I am beginning to loa^se faith in humanity, ^akel who instituted this 
blessed insulin trealnnent :^r dementia praecox was quite certain 
that it predisposed towardg'^ hypnotism. Moreover, he called my attention 
to three or four of his own cases. Now, I quote to you the following 
which I received just this morning fron Erickson: 

”I am sorry I have neglected to answer your letter about hypnosis 
and insulin. Actually, however, we have had that in mind since we 
?' first began insulin therapy here, and repeated attempts have been 
made to induce hypnotic trances following insulin therapy and also 
following metrazol therapy. 

’♦Unfortunately, however, our results to date have been negative, 
and I am inclined to be most pessimistic about the entire thing. My 
belief is that the susceptibility to hypnosis depends not upon any 
changes effected by insulin, but upon the type and the characteristics 
of the psychosis.” 

I regard M. H^ISrickson as being about the best we have, and, if he 
reported negative results, ray own bet is that results are negative. 

The use of the psycho-galvanic reflex to determine depth of hypnosis 
can’t be recommended. It is quite unreliable. For the first time and 
provided the subject is being hypnotized quietly, not strong-armed 
into the state, it may have a certain value. Otherwise, no. The 
curious change in resistance is, I am now convinced, a change associated 
v;ith sleep rather than hypnosis— in fact, I know so, I have discussed 
this matter with Professor Hull of Yale and he was the first to put 
his fingers on the flaws in my argument. 

However, there is a very practical means of determining the depth of 
hypnotism. So far as you are concerned, unless I am mistaken, you 
will be interested only in the depth of the trance with complete 
amnesis on awakening, I use the so-called" variac' to make sure the 
individual is hypnotized v/hen necessary. This little piece of 
apparatus takes the current right off the electric light circuit 
and delivers it in any quIXity desired, I pass the current through 
the palm of the hand with contacts of saturating salt solution on 
blotting paper. I find that with these excellent contadts. thfi~Tiny mflV "- 

°3oct 7 ( . u'*Si-:p -u-h a.gs 
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-3-Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 


waking individual can take ten volts, few can stand fifteen, a .subject 
in hypnotic trance can easily take sixty without any visible effect, 
and r have used as much as one htindred twenty. In either case, sixty 
or one hundred twenty, the torture inflicted would be such that no 
ordinary human being could possibly stand it in the waking state, 

I should think that it would be pretty simple to hitch up such an 
arrangement-— perhaps in connection with the lie detector or the psycho- 
galvanic reflex~and then, simply as part of the technique, after induc- 
ing anaesthesia in the hand proceed to test it by this means. 

In my own opinion and I know that Dr. Cutten agrees with me here, 
this trial by torture, so to speak, is the only effective tegt we 
have for hypnosis, Babinski years ago asserted that hypnotism could 
be faked and that no one could tell the difference. He comes pretty 
close to being correct, but I don’t think anyone can fake anaesthesia 
to sixty or one hundred twenty volts going through the palm of his 
iiand with perfect contacts. If so, he is just plain good, 

I am still convinced that hypnotism can be made to play a very useful 
part in the next war and that the chap who uses it first is gcing to 
have a pretty serious advantage over the other fellow. However, we’ll 
hope we just don’t get into the war. 


Cordially yours 

'O 

w G. H» Estabrooks 





' EPC;ON ^ 4 
ESllOKD?i'3 62-39979-^ 

XoTMlMr I2|| 193d* 


fo-* Q« H« 

GoXgiitat 

Hii«iI%oa» X«« l0^ 


Dear Sr* X»i«brooksi 

Mr* Harold Xathm hat broui^t to iqt attantion 
ymr Xattar of iojjptoid&ar 30« X93d •oaoomlBe tbo pe««l*» 
bility of doing aiqwpiaoatal work la hypsoaii ia 
ooUaboratioa with Mr, R* I. Saith, tiwi Stato Siractor, 
of frebatiott at Ooaaordf Rair Ifaapiftiilra* 

It wa# vary ki*d of yaa to briaf thia aattar 
to mj attawtian* At tfea ssreawat, howawar, duo to liaitad 
paraoaaal tka Xisraaa ia iskot ia a i>oaltioa to taka 
adaau&taga of l^ia iM-taation* It it at^aa^nantly baooaaa 
paaaibAa far Saraaa ta partieipata in aay of tbia 
aacparlaaiktal aark I shall indaad s^^ifiraoiata' tha prlrilaga 
of gaitiaf in tondi with you* 

fhai^ieing you for yoiar contlnuad intaraat in tha 
aork and pr^laaia of tha BuraaU| 1 a« 

finoeraly yoursi 



Miss Oandy 


hECOEUKD COPY FILED IN {f' t*'- 9 f- / ^ 
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;^a^iU£ October 7* 1939 

Em^n-ny?rt 62 - 39079-73 

Dr. G, H, SiUbrooki 
Golgst* Ibiiverelty 

iliidlton. Sow tori: 


Doer Dr. Istebrookot 

la Mr. HooT®r*e absonoe fro* tiio City* 

I nish to eclmowlodge yvtar l«tt©r of Soptoaber 30, 
X93B, eavielag of your contei*plat«<a oxperlaefit; tjon 
witb orlaiatJ.# end ougeestiag a reprsseatativ* 
of tftin Buroatt be da«lgaet«d to work with you aafi 
Mr. a. T. ad-th, Steta Director of ?»rob ,tioa, o« 
these oxperiawate* 

Ipu my be iure thet your interest ia 
this pheae of law wefora«»«at aotiYity 4« appra- 
eiateb end your letter will be celled to Hr. Bloower*8 
atteaiioa upon hie return to Seahlagton. 

\ 

Slacorely yours, 

For the Director 


Harold Nathan 
Aeaiatjuit Director 
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September 30, 1938 


Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 
' Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Hr. Hoover: 


I wish to thank you for the copy of your address "Soldiers in 
Peace Time". It is always a pleasure to receive these and to 
read them through. 

I have a perfectly beautiful set-up in Concord, New Hampshire 
^for doing a little hypnotic work on the criminal. Mr. R. T. 
l^raith. State Director of Probation, is a very close friend of 
mine and is anxious for rne to carry on some work. On the 
other hand, it is pretty much impossible for me to leave Colgate ‘"J 
for any length of time. 

Should you have any one whom you feel would fit into: such a \ 

picture, I know that Smith virould give him full cooperation. 
Furthermore, through Smith, he can easily make touch with the 
penitentiary, as I have already, done. 

Insulin and metrazol may be of no particular use as conditioners 
to hypnotism, but they certainly are revolutionizing the treat- 
ment of dementia praecox. I was just glancing over an article 
by a German psychiatrist, saying that out of 40 cases of dementia ^ 
praecox treated V(?lth metrazol, 31 had remissions. In other vords,^ 
were discharged as cured. Of course, the pemanenby of those qji 

cures can in no way be guaranteed. When you consider that dementl^^ 
praecox was alv/ays rated as Incurable, this is certainly making a 
big inroad into this field. 


Cordially yours 




G. H. Estabrooks 
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Rorn^r 19, 1938 


Dt» O. B. Bs«ft1»ro9]ES 
Col«at« ltetv«r8l«j 
B^ltoa, V«v Yowk 


Dtar Dr* Betsiftrootoi 

X wttt to tluMilc you for your lottor ot XerMbor 12, 
1938, sottiBC out la oom dotall m •ofigootoA yroeeduro for 
oxporiiMBtoitloa la tko ayplieation of l^rpuoolo to orlaiaol 
latorrogotioft pro%)l«Hi. l^^retlooUy tiwoo ooggostiexui oom 
to IMTO ooM Mrlt. Ao you kaow, at proaout tho Bureau la 
BOt eoBAuetlag aaiy oxporliaaBtatlOB la thia field «Bd Baa not 
Boon aBle to do ao for momm tlae paat. I aa takiag tBa 
llBfrty of flllBg tlM data i^loli you autaltted ao that It 
■ay ba readily auailabla If it aubaoiitteatly ba«o»ea poaaible 
to uadarteke uork In thia field. 

Vlth record to your latter of loT«ari»er 15, 1938, 
quotiag two raeeat refa r eneea, these are balag glTan attention. 
Bfforta aXll be aside to obtain eoples of both, at least for 
azaninatlon pxtrpeaaa. Should anythiag be notlead during the 
roTleir theoreef wMoh nay be of spoolal Intareat to you, I will 
be glad to ao adTlae you. 

With beet regards, I renaln 

Sineerely yours. 


Mr. To lion 
Mr. Nathan 


M^. £. A. Tamm 



Mr. Mointire 
Mr. Nichole 

Mr. Tracy ^ 


NOTEi' Please return to the Laboratory for further action con- 
^ cerning references citedfi’ g' n'-'-.V hi. - ; 

P ' ; nonss 10 5»Sill.3B . 
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November 12, 1938-'- ' 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 


I v/ould like to submit the following rather specific 
teclmique which might be of use in this matter of crime 
detection. It seems to me that with the lie d^;tector 
you have an almost perfect set-up with which to run a dis- 
guised technique in' hypnosis. Perhaps you will pardon 
me if I outline the procedure step by step. 

(1) The first move, it seems to me, would be to keep the 
suspect without sleeo for about twenty-four hours. This 
should be pretty simple by any one of various methods. 

(2) Then, it seems to me that he should be put on a lie 
detector w'ith one of your own men to lead the questioning. 

(3) The ne^t step would be the arrival of Dr. X, the 
authority o?^le detectors. He could stage an Indignation 
scene over thA way in which your man was misusing his pet 
device, could throw him out of the room so to speak, and 
have the field to himself. 

(4) His approach could then be somewhat as follows: After 
taking the patient's pulse and blood pressure, he would call 
off all further work on the lie detector, could tell the 
patient that he was obviously upset, that his real need at 
the present moment was sleep. If the proper set-up had been 
arranged previously; namely, a couiih in the room, or perhaps a 
couch on which the patient is already lying, he could proce^. 
He could Impress on the s\ispect the idea that all he wished^J^to 
do was to go to sleep and that he wished to check up on his 
blood pressure as he went. Then, it seems to me, it v/ould be 
very simple for him, simply by encouraging the patient to 
relax, and to go to sleep, at the ..same time keeping in touch 
with the patient by asking completely non-coramita'l questions 
to hypnotize his subject just as e^^ec'tively as if he had a 
regular set-up. I h^e already demonstrated for you this 
technique of indue in.gV-iyP^ot ism by talking sleep. I should 
think that after the suispect had been awake tWPn.ty--£Qur_ 
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this might catch him completely off guard. After all, he 
would probably need the kleep and there at least in his own 
opinion he would be safe from further questioning. 

This technique seems to me perfectly safe. V'ie know that one 
in every five w ill go into s omna bulism and there is no known 
' technique of influencing the other four to these deep states, 
'hTth such a technique, yovir good hypnotist could easily pick 
out his susceptible subject and put him into the very deepest 
trance. On the other hand, should the suspect not be a good 
hypnotic subject, no one vi/ould be any the wiser and no harm would 
be done » 

( 5 ) Should the subject prove to be a really good one, then it 
seems to me the next twenty-four ho\irs should be spent in 
consolidating the control: 

(a) By means of the posMiypnotic suggestion, it should be 
impressed on the subject that on a certain signal he v/ould 
Immediately pass into a deep sleep. This is essential to 
quick, rapid control. 

(b) it should further be impressed on him that after each 
brief seance he would have no recollection whatsoever of having 
gone asleep. 

(c) It should further be impressed that no one could possibl 
put the subject to sleep without the specific consent of the 
operator in question. 

Only after the subject was thoroughly trained in this 
technique, it seems to me, would it be safe to start direct 
questioning. Incidentally, before embarking on this last 
phase, it would be possible to make quite certain the subject 
was really hypnotized and not staging an act by out of the varlac 
which I have already mentioned. This, you recall, is a pain 
technique, using electricity in quantities v;hich the ordinary 
individual could not withstand. 

(6) From here on, it would seem to me that you Vi/ould have to be 
guided pretty vsrell by the reactions of the subject, but I think 
there is nne pretty obvious attack. The hypnotic subject loves a 
show a«ftT" has an excellent memory for past events and is always gl 
to display it'. VL'ithout touching on the actual crime and so 
arousing any latent powers of resistance, a great deal of Informa 
tlon might be picked up about the criminal and his associates 
simply by having him stage a memory exhibition as to where he was 
or what he was doing last July 4, last viashington’s Birthday, 

or last Cliristmas day. 


I can assure you that this disguised technlqixe for Inducing 
hypnotism will work and is very effective. I have tried it with ‘ 
various "fronts”, had good results with good subjects, and have 
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been able to remove all knowledge of ever having been 
hypnotized. On the other hand, v/e must not overlook the 
fact that only one in five is susceptible ._to._the deeiaer. 
stages of hypnotism and it would be pretty difficult to 
pick that man in advance without arousing his susnicions. 
On the other hand, I think it could be done, but that is 
another story. 


Cordially yours 

oo /c<f. 

to 

G. H« Estabrooks 
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Hovember 28, 1938 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Vaashington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 


I have lust unearthed another reference. in German by 
^"'^'a'endiggenson entitledMcRIMINAL ACTS UNDER HYPNOTIC 

^INFLUENCE. I may say that he puts his fingers, I think, ^ 
on a rather important point when he mentions the exaltation 
^ of memory in^hypnotism as being of the greatest importance. 

You will find 'further reference to -this article i^PS YCHO - / 
LOGICAL ABSTRACT S 19 55 # 4749. ^ 

/ By the way, in one of the previous references I gave you, 

/ you will note that the author refers to lack of osculation 
in the extended arm as a criterion of hypnotism. This is 
I one of the- old. criteria used by Charcot back, in the 1880' s and 

^ has pretty well been discarded. As a matter of fact, I am 

/ quite certain it is of no use. 


Cordially yours 


A 

G. H. hstabrooks 
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The two books referred to were tequested through 
the Dept, of Justice Library. Library of Congrese 
reported they do not find them inoexed in their 
catalogues, but they will I’eport on them again 
later. 
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November 23, 19^,8. 


f 

L'^ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Fedei’al Bureaii of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
¥/ashington, D.C. 


Dear Mr, Hoover: 


^ -"ir. tilrs. 


I' ^>1- • Tr2,<;y 

M Ciaiidy. 


I v/ish to thank you for the copy of your address entitled 
LAV'.'LESSNESS, A NATIONAL MENACE. 

I have run across a couple more titles which I think might 
possibly be of interest toXyour Department; 


m. 


(irYDuck in German entltledtoPNOTIC EXPERIMENTS IN HAND- ' 
ViRlTlNG, It is fairly 'dlffioult to »get an idea of these 
articles from the abstracts, hut it looks to me as if it 
might be of interest on the question of forgery. This 
h particular article is abstracted in PSYCHOLOGICAL A3SRACTS, 

. J5085. 

p/loreno in Spanish and coming from Buenos Aire s- entitled 

' '^-.ttiTiTryTar. mrn'.c'-pTnwTwn- TrvPwoRT.c’. Wo r,-r>Q t-uo-no a ■i-_oc+-. 


K-j^|DICIAL QUESTIONING AND HYPNOSIS. He mentions there a test 
y^i^r hypnotism; namely, the absence of osculation of the 
extended arm v/hich he uses as a criterion of the simulated 
hypnotic condition. Frankly it is the first time I have ever 
heard of it and I am very much inclined to doubt its validity. 
t*ji ifasr, ^ Cf. (»<<»• 

Cordially yours 




G, H. Estabrooks 
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b6 
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In Mr. Hoover’s absence from l-eshington, I\ v^ish to 
acknowledge receipt of your letter dated Januarj’- 18, 1939? 
with reference to the article which Professor G. H. Estabrooks, 
psychologist of Colgate University, has submitted to you deal- 
ing with hypnotism and crime. 

■ Of course we of the FBI have endeavored to keep 
abreast v/ith all new developments in the field of criminology 
an^ while we have stuoied practically everything that has 
come out in this field, nevertheless we are utu.ble to sub- 
scribe to some of the theories which have be'en advancea. 
Frankly, I feel that I woula not be in a position to advise 
you a\s to the accuracy and suitability of publishing Professor 
Estabrooks' article. Ii you desire, however, I' am sure that 
Mr. Hoover would b'e very happy inoeed to have the article 
reviewed in the Bureau, after which the Bureau would be in a 
better position to advise you in the premises, although it is 
entirely possible that "v.e would not be able to comment upon 
the article one way on another. 

With best wishes and kind regaros, 


Tplson . .1 

Mr. 

3^* E. A. Tai^m 

[■Sfc. Cl*gg 

yiT. Coffey 

Crowi 

Dawsey 

I 

Fozworth .... 

;;Mr. 

Mr. H&tho 

Mr. Leeter . .■ 

•Mr. M^lntlre 

Mr. NichoJf 

Mr. Quinn Tanim .. . 
Mr. Tracy 


Mias Gandy 




Sincerely yourp. 
For the l^rector 


Clyde Tolson 
Assistant Director. 
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SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 


24 West 40th Street 


New York 


January 18, 1939 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

We have had submitted to us for public^ion an article on 
O hypnotism and crime, by Professor G. HPEstabrooks, psycliolo" 
gist, of Colgate University, who is one of our frequent 
contributors. In it he makes the following statement: 

’*1 can assure you personally that Mr. Hoover and his associ- 
ates have studied the relationship between Hypnotism and 
crime with the greatest care.'* 

As we are looking around for someone capable o'f offering 
us advise with regard to the acceptance and publication 
of this article we turn to you, since you are named in it. 

We should like to ask whether you would be willing to 
advise us about it s" accuracy^ suitability, and so on, 

V<ould you be willing to read the article if we sent it 
to you? 

Simply, the thing is so new to us, and strikes us as so 
astonishing (as it probably would our readers) that we‘ 
are a bit afraid, though perhaps without Justification, 
that there is some ’’catch" in it. But if it is sound we 
want to publish it, since it makes good reading. V'J’.e lotiow 
Estebrooks personally and like him, but we also know that 
many a good professor has his enthusiasms. 


Cordially yours, 


AGI:g 


S/ Albert Ingalls 
Associate Editor 
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February 6, 1939 


*^* Efigar Hoover 
■ Department of Justice 
Washington, D.G. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


^ I am learning things. Looking througH^YCHOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS for 
r ^ discover four items #240, 4767, 4768, 4769 dealing with 

^lZES-°tll,sm in crime. The originals are obviously in German and 
^ the Information is obviously pretty unimportant. Hov/ever. I do 


- — w W J 

note that one, #4767, mentions very definlteii 
of crime. 




,\'V' 


Frankly I didn’t realize^ that anything had been -v/rltt-an !^ack a3.*lC” 
far as 1931. > 

X \'>1 Cordially yours FEB 


G. H.' Estabrooks 


U. S. DSP^RT,. 
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February 17# 1939* 




Dr* G. a* Sstabrooks 
Placem^t Bur«»au 
Colgate UniTersity 
HajBilton, Jlee York 


Dear Dr. Kstabrooka: 

I want to thank you for continuing to bring 
to the attrition of the Bwra&u various references i&lch 
you co»e across (K^iceming tiie possibilities of hypnotise 
in eriee detection. These are being regularly filed in 
the Bureau idaere they will be available for future refer- 
ence if additional study of tiiis st^ject is made. 

Sincerely yours. 



Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


T9 ieen 
Nathan 


c. A. TaHiNl 
^laSK __ 
Oeffey 

Crawl __ _ 


• lavfn 

Laatar 


Melntlre 

Miehais 




q. Tamm 

t 

Trooi' 


!' ■ li./. .1 n -4 i*‘ ! 

H ^ 

' ij 

I W FkH 1? I'Un I 

j! ... ■ 

; FWiUi, 1 .ir ; 

i.. S . ii'.l. ; ‘ 



Ml»a «antty 


F > 


COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


February 13, 1939 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Departanent of Justice 
?/ashington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I have just van across a reference to a very interesting article 
onO hypnotism. It is Journal of Abnormal Social Psychology, 

/ 1935"^ 34, 114-117* The article is by L._y/V^owland and is entitled 

^ <^1LL HYPNOTIZED- PERSONS TRY TO HARI/I THEMSELVES 13R~ OTHERS, 


Cordially.:. 
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March 3# X9394 


Or. Q. H. BctabrceMa 
Golgata ^ivaralV 
Haailtonf Xmr SorJc 


Oaar Or. S»t«hro<^»t 

Thank you for your lettar of February 24* 

1939. I have artie4 Mr. I. P. Coffey in ^9 Bureau* e 
Laboratory to rovio* the refarenoo you furniafee4 

froB tiie ^•%enial of iSmmspml aoM Social fuy^oiogy* 
for Jmmmry 1939. 

It tNLO indeed a yleaaure to leana of your 
aystointaent aa heed of the £)ia|iartB«iBt of fwytixology 
and aetiiig idMiraen of tho bi^ool of Siologleal Seioncet. 
Pemit BO to offer ny eonipc^atulationa and best eiiAiea 
for your oeetlaMted rwoeooe. ^ 

Cordially yours , 
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Pelsruary 24, 1939 


Mr. E. A. Tama 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Crowl 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Forworth 

Mr. Glavin 


I Mr. Harbo . 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
/ Washington, D.G. 


Tracy 

SQu Gandy 




Dear Mr. Hoover; 




I wish specifically to call to your attention that article "by L. W. 
Rowland, ^ILL HYPIOTIZED PECJPU: 2EY TO HAEM TEEiSELVES OE OTHEES in the 
January, 1939issue of theij^Journal of Ahnormal and Social Psychology”. 

It seems to me that this is the most significant contribution we have 
yet had along this line in the literature. To he quite frank with you 
I would have predicted failure because the experiments did expose the 
people involved to very definite danger,^ 

I am beginning to thiidc that I have been altogether too- conservative in 
my claims. " 

I have just succeeded in interesting a new appointee to our faculty here", 
Mr. F. K. Berrien, instructor in psychol:gy, in this general topic. He is 
an excellent research man and will, I think, under my irritation perhaps 
be able to carry on a good deal of the work which, unfortunately, my new 
duties rather render difficult, 

I have just been appointed Head of the Department of Psychology and 
Acting Chairman of the School of Biological Sciences. 


Cordially yours 

O O • 


Or. E.'^E stab rooks 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: FEDERAL BUREAU OE&Siao 

INDEXED 

Ma 7 I suggest that you lay this letter aside, to be 19 1939 

at leisure later. It deals with a phase of invest[igation so 
far untried by police departments. I prefer, theref d2r e.,DEf^t^l]^ 
you digest it when unharassed by routine duties. ” 

The fact that I am (and have been for many year s "! ^e wo oditor- A j ^ 
of a newspaper of nearly 100,000 circulation should indicate 
that I am quite sane. Yet I claim that it is possible (without 
leaving the room) to "shadow** a person, to re-trace\events that 
have transpired at distant ywi TnthTa places, and to draw)^onfessions 
from the minds of people miles away without the confessors being 
aware that they are divulging secrets. 

Periodically (in the very limited time at my disposal) I have 
conducted experiments along these lines for the past three years. 

It is upon these actual experiments that I have reached the con- 
clusion -that the system- I have devised— (and -whieh. I have labelled: . 
^■'Mesmetranz*’) can be perfected (or at least more fully developed)' so 
as to be a valuable adjunct in investigation work. . . V 


This letter, of course, is strictly personal. ’ ' " ' - “ 

9 1 am asking no favor. I am merely submitting ( 

It of my researches in the hope -that it may assist thejnsMseqOf„„^ 
stice. I hesitated to put these facts in writing until''r heara^'^^ 
today’s NBC broadcast by district attorneys, af terfwliiig^tjQgli^'.^deQided-,; 
that, if my experiments might assist your cause, ilt is=4riy^du-ty--t-^^ 
^-eveal them. H 

The method I have used is^hypnotism BUT, after hypnotizing, it 
is necessary to lull the imagination of the subject into complete 
dormancy so that facts only are produced. Under ordinary hypnotism 
the subject may be told that there’s a pink elephant in the room ani 
the subject will ’’see” the pink elephant. By blanking the imaginatii 
(and other deterrent factors) the subject (under hypnotism) will DE 
the existance of a pink elephant. Recently, having reduced one sub- 
ject to this condition, I instructed him that he would immediately 
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The Vancouver Sun 

"BRITISH COLUMBIA’S HOME NEWSPAPER" 
VANCOUVER CANADA 


( 2 ) 


Phone Trinity 41)] 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 


"awaken if 'he~uttered an- untruth, -I then deviously inveigled him 
into making a false statement and the subject immediately awakened. 

Here, in brief, are a few of many results I attained by this 
method: 

1, — Capt. A». Russell locked myself and a subject (a boy of 19) 

in a hotel room; Capt, Russell then circulated about for 15 minutes. 
Returning to the room he was informed by my subject (who had "fol- 
lowed” him without leading the room) of everything he had done, the 
only error being that the subject said: "You entered a building 
adjoining the hotel and talked to someone for about two minutes; 

I think it was a woman because she wore a white dress." 

The fact was that Capt. Russell talked for two minutes to a bar- 
tender who wore a white coat and white apron. Had the boy been more 
fully developed in the work he could have "seen" more clearly, 

2. — A young married woman in Vancouver stored her furniture and 
left the city to spend two months (or more) with her mother in a 
neighboring town (125 miles away.) She had been gone eight days whe 
I was introduced to a C^pt .iCSarrard (a foimier intelligence man in 

_Engla.nd. )_..We__discusse^ ;^pnotism_M^ sleep. He had 

never heard, of the young ’married woman and ha'd“neve^r visited the 
town referred to. Under mesmerism I "sent" him to this town. He 
located the address in a couple of minutes and accurately described 
this young lady, saying she was in a bedroom upstairs and disrobing 
before a mirror (part pf a dressing table). 

I immediately assumed that this was telepathy, and also assumed 
(as it was 7.45 p.m.) that the lady was changing clothes to go to 
the theatre. Expecting such a reply I said to the subject: "Contact 
her mind. Ask her where she’s going," After a short pause the sub- 
ject said, somewhat snootily: "She says: ’I’m going back to Vancouv 

As this answer seemed ridiculous I awoke him. In 48 hours the 1 
returned to Vancouver and told me that (on the same night that I tr 
this experiment — and an hour before the time of the experiment) she 
quarrelled with her mother, decided to ti ianaa M wA return to Vancouver 
next day, and went to bed, disrobing before the dressing table mirr 

3 — I asked a friend, Jame^Amato, to go to North Vancouver, sel 
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an easily identifiable piece of bush at the junction of two roads, 
Amato was to be on the spot at 4 p.m., then return to Vancouver 
and visit a theatre at 7 p.m., keeping his mind on the film in an 
effort to avoid telepathy. 

At 7,30 p,m, I hypnotised a subject (a young man) and "sent" him 
to the piece of bush referred to, giving him landmarks to guide him. 

He reached the spot (without, of course, leaving the room,) I then 
said: "Go back to 4 o^ clock this afternoon," He replied: VI am there;] 
it is 4 o’clock," He then described Amato, said he dug a hole on 
the north side of a tree (giving type of tree and distance from road);] 
tore three strips of bark perpendicularly off another tree (giving 
type of tree, south side, etc,); tied a rag around the lower branch 
of another tree (with details of tree); buried a tin can (location 
of burial given), etc. He also draw a map, 

I later contacted Amata who gave me a written statement of his 
actions. They tallied with the statement given by this subject ex- 
cept that the "rag" was a handkerchief. The subject also stated 
that wa^tiTaTin the hole dug by Amato was filled with water. Amato said 
no water seeped into the hole when he dug it, -We visited the spot and 
found it full of water. And so forth. 

4, — Discussing the subject with a member of parliament he said: 

"You have never been in my home. Here’s the address. See if you can 
describe the interior of my house tomorrow," Next day I gave him 
sufficient information that thoroughly convinced him, such as: "There 
are three watermarks on the ceiling of the front room; the chesterfie 
runs diagonally towards the front window; the toilet upstairs is sep- 
arate from the bathroom; there is also a toilet in the basement; ther 
are two long strips of glass down the side of the inner front door; 
at 5 o’clock your wife was in the kitchen preparing dinner, etc. etc.] 
(The subject I used for this test was a poor one.) 

These are random results of many, but sufficient to indicate the 
possibilities if one had time to select proper subjects and time to 
develop them. I have not the time, sometimes letting three months 
elapse before I have an opportunity of renewing the experiments. 
However, if you are interested, shall be glad to outline the process 
more fully or answer any questions. 

Yours- faithfully 


5r1ss all letters to the paper 
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- S'! 

Doctor 0. !T. Kctnferoolts 
Colgiit® Unirarolty 
HiBillton, liov '^otk 




Daar Doctor Kstabrooks: 

Timnlc you for your letter of 
April 80, 19X9. I will hjKtra th® laforRWition 
eoneornlBA ragraaaioa ^y naas® of hypaotie suggastlon 
retaiaad la tha Bureau's fila oa this gaaaral 
aubj»e.t for possibla future refaraaca in this 
coansetioB. X tm mklog a not® of tB® work of 
Mr. G* H. Hoppar la this asa® fila. 

Let a® again tkaak you for keying m 
advised la these natters. \ 

Binoerely yotae®, 











April 20, 1939 





: \ 

I®f . J. Edgar Hoovar 
Pedaral Btireau of Invaatlgatlon , 
Deparfement of Juatioa 
Waabington, D#C. 

I' 


Dear’ Mr* Hoover I 


Juat anotbor Idea wbieh I, frankly, cannot evalnat# myself. I 
have been Very mneh interested of late In certain e'drk done by 
tbe Bussian ai^ Prenoh ^yisbologieta. 


. This work runs al«ag the line of eaualng a regression by means 
of hypnotio suggestion. In other wordi, they suggest to the 
subject that he is now ten years old, or seven, ca* four. They 
^ then teat this level of intelligesitee by means of recognised in- 
telligence tests and to be quite franlc results are surprisingly 
acourats* Much more so than I would have suspected* 



This leads to the further thought tliiit this regression may be 
really genuine* Fefhaps it would be possible to s'uggest a re- 
gression to enfancy* I have seen two Or three examples in which 
the results of such a suggestion were pretty convincing. One 
might follow this with the suggestion that the individual grow 
up with a different background, say^ a definite dislike for brime 
or a definite dislike for the Germans<^sosie such thing. Such a 
round-about attack would require longer^ to he sure*?^n a true 
auggestion without first getting this regression on the 

other hand, might possibly justify tbs time exp,ended. 


I' simply throw this out as an idea which may or may not have 
value* Frankly I am not very muob eanvlnced that it has myself 
hut then X have practloally nothing on which tp pass my opinion* 


By the way, I wish you would note the name of one of my assistants 
here, who Is extremely capable and who is highly intelligent at 

\ tbe same time* As a matter of fact he has succeeded ip doing many 
of my own experlraenta batter than I have and more than once com* 
pletely deceived me with his results* This man is Mr. 0. R* 

Hopper, now in the sophomore class at Colgate, a pre-medical 
student but very mature fop bis years. — — — - 






»f>y /-D 



Cordlslly yt^f^Ai 





a. H,9l8tabrodki^ 
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RECORDBa* May e, 1939 

I 

I 


Dr. G. B. Xatabrook* 
Dopartnent of Ps/ehology 
Colgate OaiTerslty 
Hamilton, Hsm York 


yy deer Dr. Batabrooke: 

Thank you for your letter of May 1, 1939. If 
either Dr. Briekaoa or Profeaaor Holla coaduota further 
experlmeatatlon into thia field I would be Tory pleaaed 
'to hear the reaulta thereof. 

With beat wishea, I main ' 

SlnGerely youra, 

{ 



Mr. Meintire 
Mr. Niche U 


Mr. Q. Tamm 


il * iVlAY f 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 


May 1, 1939 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


'Now I think I am really making progress. In other words, I 
appear to have stirred up somewhat of a battle within the ranks 
of the profession. Dr. M. Pa Erickson, State Hospital, Sloise, 
i.iiciai^an, takes violent exception toV Rov/land * s recent article 
in th^.Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology, and I am back- 
ing Rowland. 1?”I know^nything about Erickson, he will immediate- 
ly start experiments topfove Rov;land's contention, 

I have also succeeded in interesting another individual, whose name 
I wish you would note. Three years ago Professor W. R, V/ells left 
Syracuse University because of a retrenchment of funds. He has 
now been recalled and has taken up his old position on the staff. 

V/ells is in my opinion one of our best authorities on hypnotism, 
being the author of several works on so-called waking hypnotism. 

He is a great chap for experiments and is certainly not afraid of 
the novel. 

We had a Psychological Conference at Cornell the other night, and 
I was able to talk at length with Professor Wells, who has returnee 
from a semester at Harvard where he has been observing the work of 
White and Murray. He expressed himself as very definitely Interest 
ed in one or two problems v/hich I suggested, and I have no doubt 
that he will succeed in getting far more work done than I could eve 
hope to accomplish v/ith my administrative duties. 

I do wish you would note him as another very useful possibility in 
case you ever need some people for any project. 


XC— w 




// 


COPIES DESTHOYED 

fi30CT 7 


Cordially yours 


J b7C • — 

G, H, Estabrooks _ 







Hay 1| 1959 



Professor W, R, *#llt 
Department of Psyeholc^y 
ryraonse Dalvareity 

fjr&Guse, Hew York 


Deer Wells j 

It was certainly a pleasure to see you one© again at Cornell and 
above all to note hoe well you seem to have taken, this whole Matter 
of diaplaoament and replacement* 

Where ere one or two points in this Matter of the application of 
hypnotiem t'w orjyee wbloh are particularly in need of further ln» 
vostlgatioh# Frarflcly % don* t see that they oan be proven for proof 
would involve criMinal behavior bn somebody* a part, and that is, 
of oourso, out of the question* ;bn the other hand, 1 think we can 
approximate an anawar and say that tha Implications point in such 
and such a direction* 

■\ 

As X told you at Cornell Erickson expresses grave doubt on the 
following two points, WhioiL. in »y Cfiinion are of outstanding Im- 
portanoe to this peas© of the prsfelaM^ first, oan we remove all 
knowledge from the individual that he , has ever been hypnotizedt 
Hy oim experiments would seem, to indicate that this is posaiblei-* 
in fact relatively easy* Irlol^on point# out that under any real 
eiaotional stiress, such as that which might be associated with the 
third degree, the forwer seance would be recalled to hl's memory* 
Terhaps be is right but I see no pbaaihle way of pyOvlng it beyond 
taking certain evideneea as we oan araasst If yduoan contribute 
anything on this point, it would be mbst -helpful* 

Cecond, Krlckson expresses very grave doubt that an individual 
could be rendered unsusceptible to hypnosie by ether people. Here, 
again, my experience soems to indicate that by Suggestion in the 
hypnotic state it Is quite possible to render the subject abeolutelj 
immune to suggestions from other people, certainly that of being 
thrown into the trance* On the other hand, what would happen 
under emotional stress I don*t know* 

It seems to mo that the er m of/, t he ^ Matter hinges on these two 
questions rather than on Jwwiand^V^ontention in a letter to me that 
none of hia subjects could be fooled into ocwimitting murder or 
into orlmineQ. acta* I am quite convinced he la w.rong her© as 
Rowland’s experiuents show and as indeed ky own have demonstrated 
many times# 

Whether or not, however, having ocmaaitted this criminal act or, 
shall we say, having been fooled into so doii^ by his great trust 

of the operator, it is then possible to remove 


the integrity 




V 



*2-Prof«saQr W* R» Wells 


ell kiiowied/re of ertr having beeft hypnotised and render it . 
inpossiblo for anyotw to hypnotise him in the future is 
different* 

I am morally oertain that it can be done, but I am equally 
convinoed that the only definite ansver could bo obtained 
by actually having someone render himeelf very liable to the 
eyes of the law* 

If you pan think this thing out in yoiir spare time and con- 
tribute an axperiaienter two, I would be most grateful. 


•- Cordially yours 


w G-* if* Bs^abrooks 



; 
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Juna Iji 1939. 


Dr. G. 11. Xstabrooks 
Colgate University 
Ha»ilton» Men lork 


Dear Dr. Ketabrooket 

Thank you for yovir letter of May 22, 1939* 
I an looking forward to receiving a copy ©f Dr. 
Erickson*© nantiserlpt when it is published. 

Sincerely yoia’s. 





Mr. To Ison 
Mr. Nathan 

I 

Mr. E. A. Tamm _ 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Crowl 
Mr. Egan 

Mr, Pbxworth ^ 

Mr. Clavin 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Lester 

Mr, Mclntire 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Q. Tamm 

f 

Mr. Tracy 
Miss Gandy 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. V. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


May 22, 1939 




Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 

I enclose two copies of a letter I am sending to Dr. M.H aferickson, 
Elolse State Hospital, Eloise, Michigan* He has just submitted to 
me a manuscript listing 31 cases or, shall we say, unethical 
suggestions to various people* All his results are at sharp 
variance with those of Rowland* As soon as he publishes this, I 
will take care that you either get a reprint pr_,.that„I atr-loas4j^^^ 
tell you where the article appears* / >7 

eecoedbd 1 ''^7 / f 7 Ajd 

Cordially r/ 


Sj^ w 


Af 


G* H* Estabrpoksi,, 


enc* 


, j .i’: j i 


l‘J 1 Or JUb'i'i r 
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May 22g 1939 

Dr* M# H, Kylokto® 

StfitA iiOspitiPL 

tJ3»iok«<wit • . . .. ' 

I your Bwautorlpt* fh« work is SMily tlis most signi* 

fiosnt thAt bas h—n dona in this flaldl* In wy opinion ywi shotild 
writs it np «« it it without tonsitting you^solf too for os 
to- tJio signifiuoxMM of facts* In other words, t wot^Xd got a good 
stroi^ onthor out to iostvsrd* X hows o Tsry strong suspioion tbst 
many of thsis rssults am rsally eoatingsnt on ths personality of 
the operator* 

For sxampis,,T<mr8 oontrMt wsry dafinltsly with thoss of Howland* 
Anotbsr sxa^Clfl^^ osaura to ie«; naiasly* tbs rssnlts on ths sx^ograph 
obtained by NidbifilaiCh and WXllldsis. X think X haws ths two right* 
The sharp oontraat obtained by ths as two inwastlgators, it sssms to 
!no, aan probably bast be explained tbs basis of motiwatlon* Sidis, 
X rsoall, ankss ^is sbfsrwaticm in one of his books, pointing out 
that with ths swis subjsst he sould #btain wary different degress of 
aoquieaoenes mrely by dianging bis Igms of woioe* 

Of oottrsa. as I haws rapaatsdly pointsd out to my superior. Dr* Cuttsx 
the teohniqus you ue# la above ail things the tsshni<|ae X would avoid 
in ths partisuiar type of orininal anggshtion in which you happen to 
be nost Intsrsstsd* wtaers you run ihto direst emfliot with tbs will 
of the subjeot I wo\ild always sudpSst that fosults would be more or 
less like your own* For that reaaOn X was mush surprised with How* 
land* 8 exparlments* frankly X would haws snooted bls epbjeots 
either to have awakened immediately or ho haws behaved more like ycnir 
own* But foots are foots* X will be muoh intsmats4/^o see his 
further work* 

% entire oontentlon is that if propar rapport; is established, then 
, at least a eertsin nusa>er of subjsets oan literally be fooled into 
oemanitting « orlma. Provided ths subjsot is quits eonvituisd that you 
moan no harm and that you are using him msroly to d^isnonstrate a point 
then my own inadsquata axperimental wtsrk would seem to indicate that 
he would put fake poison into my coffee, would forge a cheek which he 
knew X was going to. tsar up immediately, or would snap a revolver 
loaded with dus^ aimunition at an Indiwidtial* It seems to me that 
the sueooss of such experiments as those X have just^ mentioned depend 
onfcieely on the attitude of the subject towards the operator* Frankl 
X have newer tried the sort of thing you sui^est beea»x8e of a certain 
tenderness of mind on ay oen psrt* I do everything possible to avoid 
coMlni^ into oonfllet with the will of the subject but to persuade 
him that he is taking part in a very interesting little experiment 
which has no particular significance wid which he is doing more or 
less as a fmror to pyself* / 


^^XES X>B!8mQYJ^ 

«S0CT7I9m ' 4^,-3 



V 



/ 



San you suggoat any way in abioh It would be possible to obeok fwfcbe** 
on tbis mfctei* of psudarlng the st^toject iaaraEuna to hypnotipa by anotbalr 
operator or hy hawing any Imowl^^e of ewer hawing boon bypnotlaadt 
It seam to m that those two points are ra^er ertiolel* 

Take for exwaple Rowland’s work, t?he subject quite ewldently was 
^illijig to throw sulfurio aold In his faoe* If be had thrown the 
glass as well, I only hope the invisible glass would have protected 
the operator* Dranted this iBuoh for the sake of argumentj^ although 
you BMsy not grant this siuobf would Howland now have been sbl© to 
oo^it the x^rfeot orlasi by the eower*up wethode X have suggestedt 

I oertaiixly to take issuo on a point like this with youraelf 4 

It is the typ^ of eaperimiiit whioh I am partleularly tmquslified to 
carry out, I am not hfird boiled enough, I don’t think we oan really 
answer the queetion until we are aliased to operate under war eon-* 
ditione wherein nobody aaka qmetione, but perhapa we oould approscisial 
an enewer, 

Once again allow me to oopgratnlate you on the work. Had I attempted 
this X would eertainly be in the Utiem, dtate Hospital myself at this 
partleular moisant. On the btlNMP lms4 I wouldn’t eommit myself too 
far when X write up reeuite* Keep a line of retreat open^«>iuat in 
oasa* 

rtith your permiaslon X am sending a oopy cif this letter to Mr, Hoover, 
sinoe I am anxious that be ha?e all sides of the qmstion filed in 
his office * 

0 «rdially yours C ' 


•w G* H, Eatabrooke /J 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 
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June 19, 1939 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Vfashington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 


I am a little afraid you v^ill feel that abnormal psychology has finally 
gone to my head when you read this. Please do realize that I don’t take 
myself too seriously with this particular proposition. I merely submit 
it for what it is worth. Your knowledge of the actual situation will 
decide whether it is worth anything or absolutely nothing. I suspect it 
is the latter. 

You probablV recall the details of the experiment byrRowland in the January 
issue of the woumal of Abnormal and Social Psychology . Startling sort of 
thing where in\ using invisible glass, he demonstrated that the subject would 
reach for an ^gry rattle snake or would throw sulphuric acid in the experi- 
menter’s face. Evidently an uncontrolled impulse which he simply cannot re- 
sist. Frankly I would not have thought it possible had not an experimenter 
of Rowland’s' ability obtained such results. 

Now for a little melodrama. -An American, a British, and a French submarine 
have all come to grief in the last two months. From the purely experimental 
point of view I see no reason why a high grade h 3 rpnotic subject, acting on 
the basis of a post-hypnotic suggestion, might not have tampered with some 
of the very delicate contrivances necessary to the proper functioning of the 
submarine. To be sure, he would have killed himself in the process, but Row- 
land’s subject was perfectly willing to reach for that rattle snake. 

Please don’t think that I take this subject too seriously, but, if there 
could be any basis of fact in it, and 1 see no reason why it is impossible, 
then obviously the further implications are pretty serious. If a man could 
do this with a submarine, he might do the same with a battle ship. 


Cordially yours 


G. Hl^stabrooks 

aseoiiCEj!' & ^ ^ ^ ^ 

‘ FKEHAl r;:EAy OF INViS^lBATK)^: : , 

1 JUN 21 1939 

u,^. DEPAfmi^ Of jvsnrz.:"!,. 



liilr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


On second thought, with your perraission, I vjill follow up my former letter with 
a more detailed analysis of the situation. Of course, I do not for one moment 

imagine this is what happened to the three submarines, but it is something which 
might very easily have happened. 

In my former notes I have pointed out the fact that it is very easy to introduce 
hypnosis by a disguised method, working under the front of the psycho-f alvanic 
reflex cr any other piece of psychological apparatus. Tour ovjn lie detector would 
give the very best possible smoke screen behind which to carry on. It is then 
very easy to remove all knowledge of ever having been hypiiotized and make it. im- 
possible for anyone else to hypnotise that particular subject. 

hcTv, let us suppose timt I have such a subject and itiark you they are very easy to 
get. The rate is about one in five of the average population, and hypnotia^ is 


y 


childishly simple in the hands of an expert, so we 
..subject.. In this case it was an iauerican sea!i;.an. - 


x/ill suppose tliat vre have my 


H 


I th.en iripress upon him that he is aiding me in some very Important experij-ients 
for the Intelligence Depax'tm.ent and that I need his fullest cooperation. I would 
further explain that l aid trying to impress upon you folks the real danger which 
might arise from hypnotism in warf aiE and that his cooperation will be absolutely 
necessary in the experiment which I am novj about to xjropose. 


tv 

I then tall him in the post-htpnotic suggestion that four minutes after the sub- 

marine submerges on June 1 he vrf.ll suddenly have an irresistable impulse to throw 
0witch A. I know nothing about submarines but Sv/itch A will of course be something 
which will produce a serious accident. 

^ I have my assistant present and explain to him that of course I am no fool. Sv^rftch A 
will have been disconnected, sh^rt circuited, or something, so that xxhen he does 
throw avitch A nothing whatever .will happen. He is simply demonstrating an experi- 
ment, It will be actuated by tse most patriotla of irapulses.,j7h,eA-ii^..tteoiM.,Atl,§-..,^„..,».. 
Switch in question 


KEoemDED (fZ'3 

Under these circumstances I am quite convinced that the sub ject ^with,,that‘.faith. in ! 

the operator which seems to go in the hypnotic state would do jilE 
At any rate , I vxould certainly not like to be aboard the submarine ii^iuhe 

Once again don’t take me too seriously. I don’t for one moment this is 

ml'ghlrlffiVe” hi 
on something 


,iir, . ’,' 1 . 

•as"i" suggested, •• • 


i-ahd 


hox7 it happened but I am quite convinced that this is^hpw it mlgh1riffiVe’“ha'Ppe: 
maybe somebody vrfll be clever enough to play just that rrick.on something mor 


important than a submarine, 



w 



Cordially yours 


o O /ciO ■ 

G. H, Sstabrooks 



July 12, 1939 
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Dr. Q, H. %»UisrockM 
Plaooaant Buraans 
Colgata Univarslty 
Hanilton, Haw Xos'k 


Oaar Dr. BaW^rocAat 

Par«it H# ta aolmowladga raaaipt of your 
lattara of Ju»* i91fe «ad and July 6th, 1939. 

I raid «ilih g^ntat i^tarest tha hypelfeaaia idiloh you.. < 
put for^ eoKaaspnins tha alx^las ®f auhsi^lna#* Z 
raallso, of eauraa, that you ara ©«ly auffastlag 
thjjRfa that aauld oonoaivahiy happas ui>®« ^a baaie 
of your aa^par^iiaatt and tha aacpariaaetatioa of othara 
and that you a^a aet aafgastiiig that auah a aituation 
aetually did ia aa^ of tiia raoant aubaarine 

diaaatare. \ 

I ajroraolata yoiac* iataraat in forwarding 
thase ^aoriat ta »a aad yowr iatftara aswr hmim§ 
ratalnad in fila for poaaible futsa-a rafarwea in 
eonnaotioti td.'tei tb# ganarai aubjast laattar of hypnotia*. 

Sinoaraly youra, 


! 



COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


EEoo;ar5^'B 


.. Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
f Federal B\ireau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
V/ashington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


FEDERAL BUREAU Of l)«rTl&ATK)?'! 
JUL 10 193b 
u. 8. nmwmmi of j^tice 




Please pardon this further imposition on your good nature, but I 
find in my own work it is very useful to review the possibilities 
of the situation. I still don’t take this submarine situation 
seriously but would like to sketch briefly a possible set-up for dl 
such a case, '1 

0 I 

As I pointed out before, hypnotism can be easily Induced by means ^ 
of a disguised technique. In other words, it is quite possible 
for a good hypnotist to hypnotize a reasonably good sub;5eot with- 
out causing the least suspicion as to what is happening. Here, of 
course, we would work behind the front of such an instrument as 
a lie detector. 

It is then very easy to remove all knowledge of ever having been 
hypnotized and it is also easy to render it impossible for anyone 
to hypnotize the subject in the future. This gives a very interest- 
ing set-up. For example, by use of certain post-hypnotic signs, it 
is quite possible to hypnotize an individual while he is sitting 
opposite you at the table, the process taking about two seconds. 

Then you can talk to him for 10 minutes, wake him up, and he has no 
knowledge of ever having been hypnotized. Besides that he has no 
Interest whatever in hypnotism and should anyone else try the same 
game, he would be more difficult to handle than a brand new subject 
who is quite Insusceptible to the trance. 

All this I have outlined before and simply reiterate it to refresh 
your memory. 

Now, returning to the melodramatic side, it would be very simple for, 
say, myself, working in any one of your hospitals, to secure half a 
dozen subjects without you or anyone else being any the wiser. Then 
it would be a simple matter to direct their interests to the sub- 
marine service or any other branch of the navy. After this, I am 
quite convinced that criminal action could be obtained, merely by 
the process I outlined in my last letter, 

I am serious to the extenct that I am quite convinced the vihole thing 
is possible, but I don’t imagine for one moment it ever occurred or 
ever will occur. 

Cordially yovirs 

w G. H.^Estabrooks 


( 


VVGB:MTG:ON 
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July 24, 1939. 



Dr. 0. U. BatiJsrooks 
Colfftt* UnlT«7»it^ 
HMdlton, »•« tork 


D«ar Dr. Sitk^rookM 

TbwOk you iwy «»<^ for your lottor of July 
14, 1939, a^ri^ing m of * roiirint «»titlocl ‘'iPayoho- 
Fbysl0l«#io<i^ RaaeiidMa® FoUoiiiaMi Futafi^ gtlafull Under 
Sygnotl® Awnljlii'Bie OeRtJMwited Wilfla 3«e jteaeee^eeia, end 
HoTOoeiii Bieoi*' ihdflte you reaeivod ^fee Iter. Belph B. 
Broun, JPafalsolofjyMk, Ife^tad Stelraa f^ll© Eaeltk Service, 
end Mr. ?ie%er R. Fe#% BtaaiutiaiRt turfeoa, Inited 

Stetea Fvblle Raa^lM Serviee. 

X aw planing ^la InforuitioB the files of 
the Bureeu far future refwrense. 

Sisoerely yeinrc. 


Mr. Toltoe . 

Mr. Mathen . 

Mr. £• A. Tamm ' 

J — — 

Mr. Clegs 

Mr. Cefley ^ 

Mr. Crowl .— 

Mr. Egan , 



I COMiV^L'i^lCATiONS SECTION 
MAILED 
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5 FEDERAL 8UKEAU Uf INVESTIFiATlON. 

i; U, S. DEPAKIHrm Of lUSfICE 
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V,.- \ 




Miss Gandy 




PLACEMENT SUREAU 


COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


July 14, 1939. 


Ur* J. Sdgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, X) * C * 


Bear Ur* Hoover; 

It occurs to me that you would heiinterested in the 
following two men;- Mr . B^ph ^^rown. Psychologist, 
United States Public Health Sei^ce, and Mr,_ VlpJ??’, S* 
^g e l. Past Assistant Surgeon, United States Public 
Health Service, I have Just reeved a very interest- 
ing reprint from them, entltled^^^tPsycho-Physiologlcal 
Reactions Following Palnf«^ Stimuli Under Hypnotic 
Analgesia Contrasted With Cas ^aesthesia and Novo- 
cain Block:*'’ The work seems to be very well done and 
the points are well drawn* 


s.-, 


Most cordially yoiirs. 


aHE:J 


G. H. Bstabrooks* 


RJEdORDED 
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' WGB:ON 
62 - 39979-88 


•nVSOOBD'EI^ 


Augu»t 3, 1939* 


Dr* G« H* Sstsbrooko 
Colgate Dnlvarai'^ 
UaAllteef X«« lork 


Dear Dr. Xstabrooket 

ThKdE you for your letter of Juiy 28, 1939, 
adTising ee of the artlole by Oberaii^ entitled "The 
Xffeet on S'erfer Sthy-kw of Hild Jffeotive State's'* 
ikiloh it reviewed in Jmm 1939 ieeue of Psyohological 
detracts. 

This Infereation is being plaeed in our files 
'for future refermaoe and X idsh to express ay appreciation 
for your interest in forwarding it to ae« 

\ 

Sincerely yours, 


Mr. To Ison 

Mr. Nethen . ^__j 
Mr. E. A. Tamm 
Mr. Ctegg 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Crowl 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. Poxworth ^ 
Mr. fitavin _ 

Mr* Narbo 
Mr* Loster 
Mr. Mclntire ^ 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Q. Tamm ^ 
Mr. Tracy 




Miss Qandy 




MkCsNyffi 

6^-39979-89 


Au^Bt 17, 193S’ 


Dr. 0. H. SetabrookB 
PlacesMot BurMiu 
Col^Bta ItolrMwlty 
(iBnlliiMi, Ikwr fork 


De«r Dr. Ertabroolat 

Upott xgr retwra to tb« eitgr yem klod 
lotior of A«gtt»t 2, 1939, mn ctllod to agr «tt«:>- 
tlc«) X to Aoknovlodjf* it. 

It ifmfy Uurairhtf^ of you to Bdvlso 
istt rci^roing th« Bo^eAllod Lvaria tochaiq^ for 
di»oorMrl»tj biddatn eofl|^l«xiM, and you Mjr bo stir* 
that tXia InfonatUon vill b« ratalnad in tha FBI 

Vlth boat wiahftB and kind rafaras, 
Sincaraly y oura , 




j MV. ClejTtf » 

,\lr. C<*fiVy : 

Aul K;:an 

[' :Ur. Glai^in 

( Mr. Ccowl. 

i 

I Mr. Xlarbo * 

I ?.Ir. Lester 

^ Mr- Lawler 

t I'iir. Nichols 

I Mr. Rosen 

^ Mr. Scars 

L Mr. Quinn Tamm 

j Mr. Tracy 

C >liD8 Gavi/dy 
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FtOtHAl «tmFA^‘.»')HVEST|r,,TmN 
^ PtfAAtMFWT f» 




COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


PLACCMCNT BUREAU 


August 2, 1939 


I,!r. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Ledrlurij 


Just another lead ivhich might possibly be of interest. The so-calledT^ria 
tecjmique for discovering hidden complexes is receiving a considerable amount 
of publicity these d^s. A very excellent adaptation of this apparatus has 
been used by Dr. M. Erickson, Eloise State Hospital,Eloise , Michigan, 


Crickson, Eloise State Hospital,Eloise , Michigan, 


Results seem to be very good but frankly I would think it a much more clumsy 
piece of apparatus than the lie detector which you folks use,. 

Cordially yours . f / - 


1 ) It 





H. Estabrooks 


i 


EPC:ON 

S2-^9979-9Q 




Mr. I. A. Tamm 


Mr, 8«fr*y 


/ Mr. Mart}* 


Daceaber 5> 1939. 


Dr. G« U. Eetabrooka 
Placoaant Bura&u 
Colgata University 
Haailton, Raw lozk 


Dear Ur* Estabrooksi 

Receipt is acknowledged of yoxir letter 
of Koveii)er 27, 1939, together witii the enclosure. 

Ihe work reported by | in this ^>6 

instanoe is aost interesting and I want to thank 
you for bringing it to ^y attention. 


With kind personal rsgazdis. 
Sincerely yours. 


i COIVll'/iUNICATIOIVS SECT!0^ 
W A ! L E p 

* DEC -5 1939 


t 

j FEDERAL BUSEAU CF IWVSSTIDAriUo! 

3 U. S. DEiY.RTOENT OF 




Mr. Quinn Tamm 



COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 


PLACEMENT BUREAU 


November 27, 1939 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear f.tr. Hoover; 

I I enclose a copy of a report from Profess or/feow land of the 
rtJniversitv of Tulsa. I think he is doing excellent researc 


^SrtJniversity of Tulsa. I think he is doing excellent research 

[wor^^i'ong’ 'this Tine, and it would be well to be ar him. ..In — ^ — 

;,^t,,jiiind should you ever wish further cooperation. 

\ ^SCOBDlilD & INDEXED _ 

\ Cordially OF iN\r; 

■9 30 nil I 

G. ll^Estaqrook^ii- ®^EPA!^ENT OF JUSTICE 
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lHi« Pi'obieat to If It is possible for a pyior hypnotist to keep infor- 
a«tiQ» fro* e i&ter hypnotist, the subject being the same for both, and to 
S#o further if the r. terisi retsined c&n then be re .ayed toa third :,erson 
tipOh a cue Indicated by the trior hypnotist. 

A atiTaJeot-*’ knoirn to fall easily into deep hypnosis was called into the labor 
story, ostensibly to have photographs made of riim at different stages of th#. 
approach of sleep. Tiiis was done (and In my haste to develop the® later I 
jtpoiled the nefatiye and all pictures in connection with the experiiaehi 
Inst) j the essi^ra was in lace and the subject even helped to arrai^e the^ f 
for the .;dctr^e8. ' y- . . 

SlL i£XSL 

CRowiand; j 


(Rowland) j 

Ifliile the subject was asleep the prior hypnotist (Rowland) first gaye sugges- 
ti ns about the subject’s finger nails. He bites the® as have nis father and 
raother before him. He dies not remember ever having seen is mother and 
father '^Ith nails that were long enough to be tri’amed. Last year the prior i 
tCTpnotlst In tJie erperinent helped hi® materially to rid himself of the habi. 
Of biting 1.1 3 listls, but the case is a stubborn one and at no time did he g#: 
longer tiisn sirr weeks without biting them back to the ‘soft tls lies of the 
■fingers. 

if ter these suggestions about the fingi»p|l^il biting the following converse-^ ■ 

■■■hT^y.p- 


tloh took piece* 


Rypn'^tlst: Alfred, do youKknow how many aircraft carriers the different ne- 
'tiohs hevef 

■■’iS'ubJectf' No sir, I don’t*' 

H: Weil, I a® going to tell you. Bngla£*2 ^as eight, Japan Six, Germany two 
and Italy one. Did you ever 'eer the s# numbers before? 

S* -No sir. 

S: You know what an aircraft carrier is, don’t "’ou7 
St Yes sir. 

H* ■ Mom f/hflt were the numbers of- the alrciakft curriers for the different 
countries? 

.*fhe subject Is a sophomore, and .has a. percentlxe standing of IE, on the Ohio 
^tate Intelligence Test. Was captain of the freshman foot bal'i team, ' ■ 


¥ 










-r .S.r • ;. England, • eighty 4apah,- 'sixj;; GeTsanyy ' t'wo; ; italy>' ona* 




Ihat'ls . right .:X6u. wi 11- .'these. nuMhers and. h’iil, s>dt.--ferget .them. . 
'Alfred., tomorrow -.youiRtll. -g the' Ge’an^.yic Leod’s ;dff;lce'. I'.'Thet.'ls .,a. reashn 




■Sow, 

. able . thing .to. do,. . You- wj^il/ aslc him. ho;h" along in -your elsaees,' ^ 

■One 'shdiild .check. up .t/lttf'-his- Dean. ocJcasloha'.ly-h’ :You,j'ifl.ll; g.o up to'hils off-the I 
’ and ' asl:' his ■ secretaryhi'orV.s^n ap^^ointment (one’ had.' already. -been •'.arranged by,, • '’I 

the .prior huphottst)-."-, \^hile''you':are. in his office' you. w.lll‘ a-sk- hiy -to put. ydia'i 
: to' Aleep and glire-.y u sdm.e sugg'estiona' about your finger nails. ltYni,'.e you .are 1 
.aSlfee,p he Mil try to get from you the Information about aircraft carriers. • 

But you. oiil- have forgotten 'it.* Wo -natter . how' hard ..he ..tries to ..'_et- the infdr* .;:i 
.maticn, . you M3.1 not be able to remembe? it at all. 'You Mil have for gotten ' ] 
■ It. Later, however,, in talk'-ng to., your : .istcry teachrr-, .TIisr heyei*, ycu vill i 
be able to recall the facts And ylll . call them. t.o- her' attention. .You .tviil wait" 
for her ■ after- class and will givey the figures td lie.r -on the -yvey to' her of ficel .-• 


■(■Tiiereafter suggestions v/erh given to the subject', about' absence of eyestrslnj- 
et-c.:, . and'.'he.,was -ahaknned, 


‘ r;-. 


.being 


snipped as' he opened his 'eyes. 


Renor t of' 'Later Ilvohotist 


Hypnotist i v Wow,' Alfred', :,1 am "going toitalk to yourabout' some- situstionsj . 

-and I ' went you- to. talk to. ?bs. ' y.l-. shall ask.'. you some questions 'and 7^ant .you 'to. 
answ''er. 'them. _ I- im.ow.-' you, ’dan I know- you have the. Inforaetion that 'I want,. 

'and I shall expect you to- give.^ae a true answer .to. '.these ouestlf -ns... You. know 
that we. are all ..'l-n; Americ.a 'very hnueh Cpncerned,, about -.'that '"i-s. .hpppenlng in- other. . 

■'■parts 'of . the -v;orld,. -'■t.rttcularly.'-in ..'2-urope".-;a'nd In thS' far East.'. ‘l''- have been 
anxious. to. know .what the. ’relative .streiigh.t ■ of . -three or 'four- nations'- is" with-/ 

.. respect to ' aircraft- pr.-rrlers..' -, I ;believe''.,y'-'u -ki>o'?,- 'thei-figures, and .1 -uent .yoyi ■ \ 
to-' tell ;re,' You. ca-ii- .speak .-.right up- nor;..., Hoyr Biahy . aircraft carriers .as. '.Engl and 
.S’peak -right- u> ti-nd tell, .me" how .many aircraft .carriers. 'England has. '■ - "■ . ..^ 

St' :. I don’ f knorV:.- I .do-n’ t know how- many there .are.; '■ ■ 

'Hj ' flow- y ay ^'haS' Japan?' .' : o'. " '• -1 -t-'-' ;j'' 'f ■ ' ■ ' - -.I . ■’ 

. .S: :,I don ’'■t know lust how mai3®^£2 y ' 3 -h , :'•■;■> 

E; ; Have you' ever . .iteard . how .-.' ■'■any -these ‘two 'natichs -hlye? - ’ " 1' , 

S: : .Seems- like-, I -..have _ sorae place, 'bat'- can’ t' remember; .where* .-I, hayS, /orgot th&m^ 

■ .Hr .''-•loy idrig ago ' do think 'It wen . when,, you hes.rd? ' Vlas- it ' recently? 'Or luite ■ 1 

. spmetl're. ago?. y/ -r' . . . ;• .f- - 'I 

Si 'It peehs'-to. fie, like it' was quite- ;av.'hil.s '.ego.,.,, '.i. - '.i, ■' 




H: How many aircraft carriers does Gertaany have? 

St I Don’t know, ' 

Hi Do you know how r'‘any Italy has? 

Sj Ho sir. 

Ht Do you feel that you know what these figures are and that you should 
not tell them? Or do you feel that you Just can’t remember them? 

Sj Just. can’t reraember them. 

fis If you kn*w you would be willing to tell me all right? 

S; Yes sir, : 

H; Do you remember to havp been hypnotized by Dr. Rov/iand yesterdajr? 

Sj Yes sir. I was there. I went in to see him, 

H: He Jjjrpnotited you? Do ya»^|t^ll vd\at he said to you? 

S: No sir, not a thing* v, ■ ' 

Hi Not a thing? 

Sj No s’r. 

H: Why did he put you to sleep? 

S: So I would 4'ait biting my fingernails. He v;«ated to take some pictures, 
H; You don’t remember what he said while you were asleep? 


Ss No sir. 


MgYSH 


Alfred came early to class and was the only person in the room when I arrive^* 1 
I came early to give him a chance to give the information he had been Ittstru^'^ed; 
to give. I brought up the subject of the war and steered as close as I dared j 
to the matter of aircraft carriers, but Alfred said nothiiig about them. At f 


to the matter of aircraft carriers, but Alfred said nothiiig about them. At 
close of the hour as I was going to my office Alfred followed along after me 
and gave me the information about aircraft carriers. His figures were correct 
I asked him how he happened to be tailing me these things and he said, 

^Dr. Rowland told me to tell you.” 




#a5|^-''Cppdli2$t6n : is;r:fcjiat.. pm' cp.sd^ art .-J:;east'4.t: - ■'■. , ■ 5 

^oss^bl#'' fp3^v^'"prloi'"'liy^aptitsi;r..^ ‘'Itepp* ■ '- ^ 

X^iie '^iieStl^niifig: 'iater:'-'|:Tyimo:ttst;';wap^^ - ■ ^ 

herk'tres- ■stufleni' talTElng’ -to" the ^0e;4R“pf >.;>j;ts; Gpll'e^^^^ . 

only conjecture, tl\e putcone n.f ', prohjL|ig ••under ^ -metho-ds . : ■ ' ' - '■ 

:V,,\ cWl^alii;;cauti' nd '■wduld'-'h3ye”tp''l5e\-ti^rPduced 
useo-;; 'PprieXamrilpy^the} prior-: hypri^:^t/forgoh ' tO; >eK^nd-?'tSe'''duhJeci ; that: 
:m'r:!neyer 'hy.priptized' ,aiid. the' fact'-tthet'^he, htd. -b^ crbgped 'oui” unde 

ProappeT^aminatiow.;, - , ■■ . v .;,■ v ''-p • 


'Alio ther e i^uis^^haye'' tb"'be-4-n%rodubed^;:^ ,th.e'.'iatter,-'/r 

hj^p’hofei.st '^sked '•■■thej-'SUD j’b'Gt.'. direetV4'u:'stlpns-^h'bb.ut''-eir^^ / • 

-.frmmedl:; The later hypnotist Interpreted tlie '• frown .to-'' ihdic| to. effort to re- 
raemhe.r_, ahd not 'd.'' deBlre. not ' to ■respond,. ' ■Tn' order td" render : the • subj ect '"ore 
us0fuli;for ■‘t‘lii;tdry'':pruposes:,h'/e"-'Wv>ul;d/haye -tb,,.,c.au?e;. the4sd'b:jee ■ target ' . 
'that he ' had ‘ eyer ■■been hypnoti, 2 ed . and ,;prbpa're. hls\_ he'!Sbreh.a'ndv,.f or -the ■ hind of,' 
Questioning./ iiol'Klght; -expect from the •.lal-e.r:' hypnotist:, 
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S*pt«giber 28, 1940 


Mr. 0. K. Estabrooks 
PlaceEtent Bureau 
Colgate UniTereity 
Hamilton, Hew York 


Dear Mr. Istabrooket 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter 

dated September 23, 1940. 

Your courtesy and Interest in bringing this 

information to my attention are indeed appreciated, and 
you may be assured your letter will xwceive appropriate 


eonsi deration. 


Sincerely yours. 


Mr. Toiton 
Mf. ^ 

Mr. I. A. Tamm 
Mr. rokworth ^ 
Mr. Nathan __ 

Mr. UW - 

Mr. Baan 

Mr. Clavln .. , 
Mr. Miehols ^ 

Mr. Hendon ^ 

Mr. Resmn . 

Mr. Traeir 


■ ^ I L e [ 

S£P 23 



John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 



Miss candy 




COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N. Y. 

RECORDED 


PLACeMCNT BUREAU 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr.; Hoover: 


SepteWi£B8'S - ■ '■ ^ 

I I SEP S4 1940 

y S. OF (i >BTiG£ 


May I again trouble you on my old thing? I make the following statement fully 
aware of the serious implications vdiich it contains. I myself am quite con- 
vinced that the explosion at the Hercules Powder Plant could have been arranged 
by a good hypnotic subject, properly placed vriLth the proper orders. I 
believe there is good evidence that such a subject could commit such a crime 
even if it resulted in his own death as it very probably vrould. , , 


Cordially yours 


J" 


SEP 2 6 REGS 

w G, I^Estabrooks 

Please note an article in JODPIIAL -OF PSYCHOLOGY, 1941, XI, 63-102 by W.R.Wells, 
Syracuse Univ. , "Experiments in the Hypnotic Production of Crime.” If this isA, 
not at hand, it can be obtained as a separate publications from Professor Vfells. 


• i 


• i 


[Reprinted from The Psychoanajlytic Quarterly, Vol. IX. No. i, January, 

1940.] 


~THE TRANSLATION OF THE CRYPTIC 
AUTOMATIC WRITING OF ONE HYP- 
NOTIC SUBJECT BY ANOTHER IN A 
TRANCE-LIKE DISSOCIATED STATE 

BY MILTON H. ERICKSON (ELOISE, MICHIGAN) AND 
LAWRENCE S. KUBIE (NEW YORK) 

During the training of a subject for a particular experiment in 
hypnosis, a unique observation was made upon the ability of 
one person in a spontaneous trance accurately to decipher and 
to translate the mysterious and cryptic automatic writing of 
another. In their conscious states neither individual could 
understand the script. In trance-like states each one quite 
independently reached identical interpretations of it. Cryptic 
automatic writing is found to suffer from processes of distortion 
identical with those seen in dreams; and the translation of 
such writing, to involve the same principles as those involved 
in dream analysis. 

In chronological sequence in the protocols detailed below 
there is portrayed both the general situation and the series of 
events leading to these observations: (1) the subject as an 
incident in his training and while in a deep trance was told 
by an assistant in the absence of the investigator, to forget all 
the vowels but not the fact of their existence. (2) In another 
trance a week later he was given additional suggestions to the 
effect that he would replace the seventh (g), eighth (h), and. 
ninth (i) letters of the alphabet with their respective numeralal 
"'^and that henceforth his name would be ‘Jack Young’. (3) He 
was then asked to write his name. In doing this he omitted the 
vowels and substituted the numeral ‘10’ for the letter ‘J’, 
declaring emphatically as he completed this task that something 
was wrong. 

Assuming in the interpretation of hypnotic productions as in 
the interpretation of dreams, that every trivial detail has mean- 
ing, the assistant sought to secure from the subject an 
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MILTON H. ERICKSON AND LAWRENCE S. KUBIE 


explanation both of his use of the numeral ten, and of his 
comment that something was wrong. The subject wrote the 
letters ‘N’ and ‘F’ and the numerals ‘7’, ‘7’, ‘8’ and ‘9’ auto- 
matically in his effort to explain these phenomena, apparently 
offering them as an adequate explanation of everything. Dis- 
satisfied, the assistant demanded a more understandable written 
explanation. This resulted in still more abbreviated and 
cryptic automatic writing; and further requests produced 
merely a repetition of that writing, despite the assistant’s efforts 
to compel some alteration of the written characters by active 
physical interference. 

External circumstances then terminated the interview at this 
point but not before the subject had demonstrated his com- 
plete lack of any conscious understanding of what his written 
‘explanation’ meant, or of what the ‘mistake’ had been, and 
whether it was the substitution of a ‘10’ for the ‘J’ in his written 
name. 

After the subject left, the investigator came into the labora- 
tory and while he and his assistant tvere puzzling over the 
■cryptic writing, a second subject, Alice, entered the laboratory 
and showed an immediate interest in the problem. This sub- 
ject has the rare capacity to develop spontaneous hypnotic 
trances during which she functions adequately in whatever 
situation she finds herself. Upon awakening from them she 
has no awareness of her trance activities. Because of her 
interest in the problem, she was given an outline of the essential 
facts and the writing was shown to her by the assistant who 
then departed leaving this second subject, Alice, to puzzle over 
the writing with the investigator. 

Thereupon Alice developed a series of spontaneous trance 
states interspersed with ordinary waking states. In the trance 
states she interpreted the writing item by item and explained it 
step by step to the investigator who maintained essentially a pas- 
sive, receptive role. This passive role was forced upon the investi- 
gator by the brevity of the spontaneous trances, the difficulty 
of trying to carry on a conversation with her at all, and the 
necessity constantly to meet her at two different levels of 



TRANSLATION OF CRYPTIC AUTOMATIC WRITING 53 

awareness in a single situation. Alice’s spontaneous trances 
tended to be so brief that she would have time to offer only 
an explanatory remark or two and would then awaken with no 
awareness of what she had just said. In the waking state she 
would continue her puzzled wonderment over the writing 
which had just been interrupted by the spontaneous trance, or 
she would become interested in some totally unrelated topic 
and discuss that until some remark of the investigator disclosed 
to her his own unclear state of mind regarding the last bit of 
explanation she had given. There would follow another 
spontaneous trance in which, briefly and concisely, Alice would 
make another remark to clarify the investigator’s mind. As a 
consequence, it was necessary for Alice to develop a large num- 
ber of spontaneous trances and to repeat her explanations many 
times before she could feel satisfied with the investigator’s 
comprehension of what had been said. In addition, Alice’s 
explanations were often as cryptic to the investigator as the 
writing itself, as for example her use of the word ‘sign’ to 
explain the correctness of the letter ‘H’ (cf. the protocol below). 

In the intervals between the spontaneous trances, investiga- 
tion showed that Alice had a complete and persistent amnesia 
for all of her trance disclosures, even after the entire interpre- 
tation of the writing had been secured; furthermore when her 
own interpretation of the writing was presented to her, she 
regarded it purely as a product of the investigator’s own reason- 
ing. However when questioned about it in an induced trance 
state, she not only recognized the explanation as her own but 
meticulously corrected the slightest change in wording intro- 
duced by the investigator. 

Why Alice resorted to this devious and uncertain method of 
communication instead of permitting herself to develop flashes 
of conscious insight, is a matter for speculation not wholly 
explained by her statement that the writing represented her 
own unconscious way of thinking and writing. 

The following day the first subject, T. L., came to the office 
unexpectedly to report what he termed ‘an amusing hypna- 
gogic experience’. Unaware that the assistant had told the 
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investigator of the original situation, and unaware also of the 
investigator’s subsequent experience with Alice, he described 
fully his own experiences with the assistant on the previous 
day, corroborating the details given by the assistant and includ- 
ing others which were later verified. He emphasized in par- 
ticular his own argumentativeness, his insistence that there was 
a mistake in the written name, his feeling of absolute certainty 
about his conscious understanding, and his feeling of irritation 
with the assistant whose manner seemed unwarrantedly to imply 
that there were unrecognized meanings in the writing. He 
related that after his departure he had forgotten about the 
incident until, falling asleep late that evening, he had a “^hypna- 
gogic experience’ in which he ‘saw’ the episode exactly as it 
had occurred with a new interpretation of it all. He expressed 
much amusement over his earlier belligerency and defensive- 
ness, and also about his new realization of ‘how intensely you 
can believe something that is totally wrong, when right in your 
subconscious you know the truth’. He went on to explain that 
along with his original ‘conscious explanation’ he now ‘saw’ 
the ‘true subconscious explanation’ which was not at all similar 
to his ‘conscious explanation’. Asked to restate his original 
‘conscious explanation’, he claimed that because it was ‘so 
wrong’ he could no longer remember more than a vague out- 
line of it, but that now he was ready to give the ‘correct 
explanation of the whole thing’. 

In response to the investigator’s manifest interest, he pro- 
ceeded to give his explanation, but not with the confidence his 
manner had led the investigator to expect. It became appar- 
ent at once that the subject’s conscious grasp of the problem 
was limited and that he only thought he understood it. 
Actually his method was to offer sudden, brief, dogmatic state- 
ments as if each were the complete explanation, only to discover 
spontaneously that his explanation was inadequate. Then 
there would follow another sudden flash of conscious insight 
and another dogmatic statement. 

After a number of such steps the subject took the attitude of 
one solving a puzzle and began to search for the explanation 
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of his various dogmatic statements and for the significance of 
the writing. As he studied the writing and tried to fit his 
various statements to it, additional flashes of insight developed, 
sometimes relevant to the immediate question he was trying to 
solve, and sometimes pertinent to another item not yet touched 
upon. Thus bit by bit in an unsystematic fashion, a complete 
explanation was developed which was in full accord with the 
one given by Alice. In this episode the investigator’s role was 
again a passive, receptive one. 

Of marked interest is the fact that neither subject volun- 
teered any interpretation of the first ‘explanation’ written as 
four digits. Both subjects ignored that particular writing 
completely until it was called to their attention. Alice 
remarked simply that everything was included in the writing 
she had explained, while T. L. commented briefly, ‘That’s [the 
digits] not so good; the writing’s better’. 


ie(A f 

Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3 

; Figure 4 Figure S , Figure 6 

PROTOCOL I ' 

\ First Week 

1 Subject T. L. was told while in a hypnotic trance to forget the 
vowels of the alphabet but not the fact of their existence. 

Second Week 

2 Subject T. I., was again hypnotized and told this time to 
replace the seventh, eighth and ninth letters of the alphabet 
(g, h, and i) with their respective numerals. 

3 T. L. was then told that his name was ‘Jack Young’ and he 
was asked to write it. 

4 T. L. wrote his name ‘lo ck Yng’ (cf. Figure i). 
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5 Upon inspection of his writing, T. L. declared it to be incor- 
rect, that the ‘J’ was a mistake, and he became disputatious 
when the assistant suggested that it might be correct. 

6 The assistant asked, ‘Is what you wrote correct?’. 

7 T. L. wrote automatically the character ‘N’, which was inter- 
preted by the assistant as a ‘No’, but this T. L. did not confirm 
(c£. Figure 2). 

8 The assistant asked if the writing was apparently incorrect. 

9 T. L. wrote automatically the character ‘F’ which the assistant 
interpreted as a ‘Yes’, but this again was neither confirmed nor 
corrected (cf. Figure 3). 

10 The assistant then asked why the writing was only apparently 
incorrect. 

11 T. L. wrote automatically the construction, ‘778 9’, very 
faintly and somewhat illegibly (cf. Figure 4). 

,12 The assistant asked that the explanation be rewritten plainly 
and clearly and in a fashion understandable to both of them. 

13 T. L. then added to the ‘N’ and the ‘F’ already written a 
peculiar group of letters (cf. Figure 5). 

14 The assistant, after scrutiny of this writing, asked T. L. to 
rewrite on another sheet of paper his explanation in a more 
clearly understandable and readable fashion. 

15 T. L. complied with this request by producing a second 
graphic construction, essentially a repetition of the previous 
one, ignoring and resisting as he did so the assistant’s attempts 
to compel an alteration of the writing by forcibly moving the 
paper while T. L. was engaged in his task (cf. Figure 6). 

16 No further verbal explanation of the writing was obtained at 
this time except an argumentative repetition of his previous 
declaration that the written name contained a mistake namely, 
the use of 10 for J. External circumstances then brought the 
interview to an end. 


PROTOCOL II 

Entrance of Alice 

1 The written name was exhibited to Alice by the assistant, 
and a rapid explanation was given of the posthypnotic sug- 
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gestions regarding vowels and the replacement by numerals 
of the seventh, eighth and ninth letters, and of T. L.’s insist- 
ence that there was a mistake in the writing of the name. 
Following this the assistant left. 

2 Alice studied the name as it was written and then counted the 
letters of the alphabet rapidly. 

3 Alice’s explanation; ‘J’ has the ordinal position of ‘lo’ but the 

omission of the vowels gives it the ordinal position of ‘7’. ‘7’ 

however is actually identical with ‘G’ and,, hence, it cannot be 
used to designate ‘J’. Therefore, ‘J’, the seventh letter, must 
be written as ‘10’. In brief, J is both the seventh and the tenth 
letter, but it can be written numerically only as ‘10’. 

4 Alice was then shown T. L.’s written production. Figure 6. 
This, she promptly read as ‘Numbers for letters’, illustrating, 
this significance by immediate reference to the use of a ‘10’ 
for a ‘J’ in the written name. 

5 The investigator then gave Alice the additional information 
about the assistant’s interpretation of the letter ‘N’ as signi- 
fying ‘No’ (cf. Figure 2). 

6 The writing was read then by Alice as, ‘Not letters; numbers- 
for letters’. 

7 Alice’s explanation: The second character in the written 
explanation actually is a ‘T’ as well as an ‘F’ and may equally 
well be read as a ‘4’. T. L.’s passive acceptance of the inter- 
pretation of a ‘No’ serves to transform the first two characters 
of the writing into the word ‘Not’ with the vowel omitted; 

'furthermore since the second character is obviously an ‘F’, 
and also a ‘4’, emphasis is thereby placed upon the second 
character and this is indicated doubly by the fact that the 
letter ‘F’ actually is the fourth letter in the alphabet with the 
vowels omitted. Hence, ‘F’, by virtue of all this, can be used 
to signify ‘for’ as a simple pun as well as an abbreviation. 

8 Therefore, on first reading the written explanation, one reads 
‘Not letters’, but since this is only part of an explanation, one 
must reread the written characters for their additional mean- 
ings; hence on second reading, one reads ‘No 4 Ittrs’, or 
‘Numbers for letters’. 
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9 The investigator accepted this reading unquestioningly, but 
asked what the ‘th’ meant, since it appeared in both of T. L.’s 
written explanations. 

10 Alice first explained with the single word ‘sign’, but finally 
declared that it was connected ‘by the sign’, which she identi- 
fied by gesture as the line underneath the ‘ffi’, with the second 
character of the written explanation and that it ‘explained’ 
the ‘mistake’. 

11 Alice’s explanation: The second character reads ‘T’, ‘F’, ‘4’, 

and ‘for’, but in relation to the ‘tk’ it also reads ‘7’. ‘G’ 

is the seventh letter of the alphabet. ‘G’ should be written 
as ‘7’. ‘G’ is written ‘G’ in the name, hence, ‘G’ is a mistake. 

12 The investigator then asked Alice to read aloud the written 
explanation, which she did as follows: ‘Not letters; numbers 
for letters; not 7; seventh letter; 7 in place of letter’, and as 
this explanation was read, Alice declared that there was a 
concealed ‘7’ in the word ‘Ittrs’, an item which had been con- 
sistently overlooked by the investigator. 

13 As an additional explanation, Alice added, ‘ “7” should be in 
the place of the letter “G” in the name, but a mistake was 
made and “G” was written. So to explain what he meant 
by “a mistake”, “7” is written here [pointing to the concealed 
“7” in the character “Ittrs”] so that you can see that there is 
really a “7” in the place of “letters” where you should read it, 
but where you really read just “Ittrs”.’ 

14 The investigator asked if there were any further explanation 
of the ‘th’ since ‘H’ is the eighth letter. 

15 Alice explained, ‘It is a sign. You read “7-th” not 7-t-h.’ To 
this was added, ‘Not mistake like “G”. It [tfi] is a sign.’ 

16 The investigator then raised the question of ‘G’ becoming the 
fifth letter of the alphabet with the vowels omitted. Alice 
explained that ‘G’ could not be the fifth letter because the 
difficulty about the ‘J’ had definitely established ‘G’ as the 
seventh letter. 

17 Alice was then asked about the letter ‘K’. Again she explained 
that the establishment of the letter ‘J’ as number ‘10’ provided 
a point of orientation for all of the letters in the alphabet. 
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regardless of the omission of the vowels, and she restated the 
fact that the vowels had only been forgotten, but not the fact 
of their existence. Therefore, the letter ‘J’ established as 
number ‘lo’ would automatically cause ‘K’ to be letter number 
‘ii’ and ‘G’ to be letter number ‘7’. 

18 Alice then was asked about the identification of the letter 
‘F’ as the number '4’ by virtue of the omission of the vowels. 
Alice pointed out immediately that this was purely for pur- 
poses of punning and that anything was permissible in a pun. 

19 Alice was then asked to explain how it was that she could 
interpret such cryptic writing. 

so Alice’s explanation: ‘Oh, that’s easy. That’s just the way 
I always think and write. Just a little means a lot.’ 

81 Alice was asked, ‘How could you know that the writing could 
be interpreted?’ 

82 Alice’s explanation: ‘When you knew about the vowels and 
the numbers, then you could see lots of meanings all at once 
right there and you could just read them.’ 

23 When asked about the written digits in Figure 4, Alice 
explained that they meant the same as the writing, but not so 
clearly. 

PROTOCOL III 
The next day 

1 Subject T. L. reported to the investigator an ‘amusing hyp- 
nagogic experience’ in which ‘I remembered the whole situ- 
ation. I had a complete conscious explanation at the time. 
I was so sure of it, too; I wanted to argue. I said there was a 
mistake. I remembered every little detail of that whole situ- 
ation, and, at the same time, in that hypnagogic state I could 
see the whole thing in an entirely different way. Half asleep 
there, I could see my conscious understanding of that whole 
situation and at the same time I could see my subconscious 
understanding. The two were so different and I had been so 
sure of my conscious understanding, but it really was all 
wrong. I didn’t have anything right in my conscious under- 
standing at all, and yet I wanted to argue; I was looking for 
an argument.’ 
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The investigator asked T. L. for an account of his conscious 
understanding. 

T. L. declared that he could not remember anything about it 
except that it was all wrong, nothing right. ‘I wasn’t even 
thinking about the things I thought I was thinking about.’ 
The investigator asked him to explain this more fully. T. L. 
replied, ‘Consciously I said there was a mistake but the mistake 
I thought I was talking about wasn’t a mistake at all. I 
thought I was talking about “J” but in that hypnagogic 
experience I knew that “J” was right but that “G” was a 
mistake. “J” was just a mistake to my consciousness even 
though it was not a mistake to my subconsciousness.’ 

The investigator asked T. L. to give an account of his sub- 
conscious understandings. 

There followed then an explanation of the writing in which 
item by item was accorded the same interpretation as had been 
given by Alice. The method by which his explanation was 
achieved was one based upon sudden flashes of insight, such 
as obtain in the solving of a puzzle. Thus in relation to the 
second character (cf. Figure 3) he declared he could explain 
it best by writing it from memory, whereupon he proceeded to 
write the French form of the numeral ‘7’ (the subject has 
studied French). In the usual position, elevated above the 
line, he added to this numeral a ‘th’. When the accuracy of 
his recollection was questioned, he became decidedly dispu- 
tatious and insisted that it was right because of the line under- 
neath the ‘th\ From these disconnected flashes of insight 
partial understandings of several different aspects of the prob- 
lem were obtained. Alice, on the other hand, recognized the 
numerical quality of that character along with its other attri- 
butes without resort to intermediary steps. 

The order in which T. L. built up his interpretations of the 
written explanation shown in Figure 6 was as follows: 

(a) Declaration that the use of a ‘10’ for a ‘J’ in the written 
name was not an error but that the ‘G’ was an error. 

(b) Statement that the writing (Figure 6) read both ‘Not 
letters’ and ‘Numbers for letters’. 

(c) Elucidation of the use of a ‘10’ for a ‘J’. ‘Without the 
vowels "J” was the seventh letter and I had to put a 
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number for that letter, but I couldn’t put a “7” because 
even if there were no vowels you had to count their places 
and that would make “G” the seventh letter just as “J” 
was, so I just wrote the correct number for the letter “J”.' 

(d) Identification of the ‘F’ (Figure 2) as a ‘T’, an ‘F’, a ‘4’ 
and as ‘for’ followed by its identification as a ‘7’ as 
described in Item 5, and by relating this explanation to 
the clarification of the ‘mistake’ contained in the letter ‘G’. 

(e) , Declaration that there should be a ‘7’ in addition to the 

one contained in the second character of the written 
explanation, to be read with the ‘th’ as ‘seventh letter’. 

(f) Discovery of the concealed ‘7’ and the reading of the 
message as ‘Not letters, numbers for letters, not 7, seventh 
letter, 7 in place of letter’. 

(g) Clarification of the question of the ‘K’ and the ‘H’ in the 
same fashion as Alice had done. 

(h) Discovery of the pun on ‘4’ and ‘F’ contained in the second 
character of the written explanation, since previously he 
had regarded the ‘F’ as a simple abbreviation for ‘for’. 

7 Declaration that the four digits, illustrated in Figure 4, con- 
stituted a similar but less satisfactory explanation than the 
writing in Figure 6. 

8 Explanation that Figure 6 differed from Figure 5 only because 
of the assistant’s interference. Alice had declared them to be 
identical in meaning. 

Discussion 

I. The main event of this unplanned and unexpected experi- 
ence is in itself worthy of record for it is an arresting fact that 
one human being while in a dissociated trance-like condition 
can accurately decipher the automatic writing of another— 
writing which neither of the two subjects was able to decipher 
while in states of normal consciousness. The observation 
stresses from a new angle a fact that has often been emphasized 
by those who have studied unconscious processes but which 
remains none the less mysterious— namely, that underneath the 
diversified nature of the consciously organized aspects of the 
personality, the unconscious talks in a language which has a 
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remarkable uniformity; furthermore that that language has 
laws so constant that the unconscious of one individual is 
better equipped to understand the unconscious of another than 
the conscious aspect of the personality of either. 

If this is true, and it seems to be a fact attested from many 
sources, it must give the psychoanalyst reason to wonder as to 
the wisdom of confining himself exclusively to the technique 
of free association in his efforts consciously to penetrate into 
the unconscious of his patient. 

II. When one turns to the details of this experience, one 
finds several points which need more specific emphasis, and 
certain basic questions which remain wholly unanswered: 

(1) In the first place it is striking that in the translation of 
automatic writing, as in the interpretation of dreams, each 
element may be made to do double and triple duty: to wit, the 
several purposes subserved by the letters N and F. 

(2) Again we see that here, as in dreams, puns, elisions, plays 
on words and similar tricks that we ordinarily think of as 
frivolous, all play a surprising and somewhat disconcerting 
role in the communication of important and serious feelings. 
We accept this type of thought and language in simple jokes 
as for instance in the old conundrum of childhood: ‘How do 
you spell “blind pig”?’ to which the answer is ‘ b 1 n d p g— 
leave out the “eyes” ’. But it is ever a source of fresh amaze- 
ment when the unconscious processes express weighty and 
troublesome problems in a shorthand which has in it an 
element of irreverent levity. 

(3) In the whole episode there are two untouched prob- 
lems— why in the first instance the ‘mistake’ occurred at 
all (the slip is seemingly trivial, a tempest in a teapot) and 
second why when the mistake had occurred, the first subject, 
T. L., could not have recognized it and corrected it simply 
and directly. Perhaps it is of importance that the mistake con- 
cerned the patient’s own identity, i.e., the automatic spelling 
of his own name. It will be recalled that in the course of the 
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experiment his name had been changed by suggestion to ‘Jack 
Young’. 

It is possible that a highly charged rebellion against the 
implantation under hypnosis of this alternative personality, 
struggling with a coexistent attitude of passive submission 
to the authority of the hypnotist may account for several 
things: the exaggerated tempest, the curiously evasive quality 
of some of the replies, the ambiguities (as if he did not 
know whether to correct the error or not) the elements of 
malicious humor, the literal-mindedness, the hiding. All of 
this seems to indicate that, both in the automatic writing and 
in the subsequent efforts to translate it, the subject is struggling 
simultaneously to explain and to hide his meaning. In sup- 
port of this hypothesis there is one possible explanation of the 
writing, which neither subject offered although it is a rather 
obvious alternative: if N equals ‘not’; and if F is also a ‘T’, 
and if we consider that the first letter of the following group 
of letters is L ,then the first three letters would read ‘not T. L.’— 
in other words, not the subject’s own initials. 

It may well be that if we knew enough about the sub- 
ject, T. L., and the identifications which must make up the 
basis of the structure of his whole personality, that this 
otherwise mysterious little episode would then become quite 
understandable. 
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Dear Mr. Nathan: 
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how, someway you people in Washington will give myself and 
my friends an opportunity to demonstrate. 

By my friends, I mean, in particular. Professor 
W. R. Wells of Syracuse University and Professor L. W. Row- 
land of Baylor University, Texas. 
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/s/ G. H, Estabrooks. 
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Special agents of stated that while Hho theory hands 
together" they can only wait fer legally oTerik acts which are. 
of oourse. unnecessary for suffieiently elerer propagandists 
and sabotsurs. and whlek. of oourse, will not! be committed. Yet 
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HABANA 




CUBAN REPUBLIC 

ITRARY SUGAR PRODUCING COMMISSION 


PRIVATE 


Habana, October 6, 1942.- 


Chief of Police of 
WASHINGTON 

United States of America. - 


Distinguished Sir: 


j. At present I am happy to remit to you a scientific study on 

^Hypnosis and its effects in the persecution of delinquency," that I 
have just completed, begging you to offer your opinion about it.- 


At the same time, I nd.sh to interest you, if you think it 
ri^t and it is possible for you, to inform me of the latest developments 
and systems used by the police force of Washington, - to see if it is 
possible to introduce them in the police force of this country. 


With nothing more, and awaiting your reply, I remain with my 
best considerations and very attentively. 


signed: 



Address: 


Canada Bank Bldg. Dept. 205 
Aguiar y Obrapia 
Habana. - 






COPIES DESTROYED 
83 OCT 7 1964 




Ot'C P.Q 


■" 9 | 



« r 


# • # 

RESEARCH ABOUT HYPNOSIS AND ITS EFFECTS 
ON THE PERSECUTION OF miNQUENCY 

1. - PERSONAL MAGNETISM 

2. - CONCEPT OF HYPNOTISM 

3 . - HYPNOTISM APPLIED IN THE PERSECUTION OF DELINQUENCY IN FRANCE 

4. - EXPERIMENTS AND RESULTS 

5. - SCIENTIFIC BASIS 

6. - DIFFICULTIES IN PROCESS 

7. - CAPACITY AND SAGACITY OF INVESTIGATORS AND AGENTS 

8. - THE FRENCH SCHOOL ON LAW AND MEDICINE 


i:nclosur£ 


-PROLOGUE- 




With the purpose of contributing with our modest efforts to the 
arduous and difficTilt work performed by the Police Force of Havana we have 
also tried to contribute, in the investigation of crime, to the persecution 
of delinquency, stuc^ng this subject throu^ the following points of 
view: 

Scientifically recognizing the concept of hypnosis in the in- 
dividual, we have wanted to approach the understanding of it and its effects 
on criminal matter. 

As is natural, in accord with the postulations of Physiology in 
relation to Psychology, we defined the concept of Personal Magnetism, a 
topic for subsequent studies. 

Also having made the previous observances we give a clear concept 
of Hypnotism, from the legal medical point of view, in its specific appli- 
cation to the fimdamental theory of the Police Force, and we make reference 
to the application of this part of Pqrchology in the police laboratories 
and their resultsj but always in the most simple manner possible, so that 
it can easily be put to practice. 

We have not forgotten the difficulties that may arise in the use 
of hypnotism in police measures, but we give little importance to that 
because in all times, police agents have come across and will come across 
multiple difficulties in their investigation, for several known reasons: 
interest created from society, fear, collective incompetence, distrust, 
inequity, complicity, concealment, etc. and that is why we do not hesitate 
or retrograde in solving the problem just as we expose it. 

And finally, venerating the memory of the illusterous predecessors 
of Cuba as well as of heroic France, we have followed in our studies the 
footsteps of Richet, Guyay, and Foville and the inspirations of the famous 
criminolist Dr. Jose Antonio Gonzales Lunuza and other Cubans and contem- 
poraries to whom we express immense gratitude. 

Havana - September 1942.- 

Signed: 5 
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RESEARCH ABOUT HYPNOSIS AND ITS EFFECTS IN THE 
PERSECUTION OF MLINQUENCY 


PERSONAL MAGNETISM - Psychic phenomena has existed always throng the ages. 

Passing because of difficult, the studies of Mesmer, author of 
the theory of animal magnetism, and his disciples: Puysegur, Deleufe, 
Potet and Lafontaine up to Richet and the contemporary psychologists 
whose consecrated theories act as a basis for present experimental 
psychology, we shall give a brief explanation of Hypnotism as a 
psychological manifestation applied to criminology in the investigation 
of crime and the examination of the guilty. 

We do not wish, nor do we have to explain among other psychological 
phenomena of physical effect, the meaning of magnetism. This question 
has alread^y been solved by Mesmer and his successors, that is: "it 
is animal fluid, potential force produced by the animal that hypnotism 
makes use of in order to unravel with precision the functional task of 
its action. 

CONCEPT OF HYPNOTISM - I^pnosis or Hypnotism is an artificial dream produced 
in the agent, by virtue of fluid radiations launched forth by the 
operator and which find reverberation in its animal magnetism. 

i HYPNOSIS AS APPLIED TO THE PERSECUTION OF DELINQUENCY p FRANCE - It is 

already fifty years that the Municipal office of Paris and the General 
Comraissarait or Chief of Police office tried to apply hypnotism to 
certain dangerous subjects, as I defined today the positive school of 
criminal science, in order to obtain through this method, an indirect 
declaration or partial confession of the criminal acts realized in 
certain circ-umstances , time and place, by the subjects submitted to 
this process. 

EXPERIMENTS. AND RESULTS ~ From the start, the process has given magnificent 
results, however not always with a chronometric exactness because this 
element of investigation is auxilary and is used in connection with 
others, therefore, the declaration of the hypnotized subject may later 
be proven, by thorough investigations, witnesses, secret information 
etc. in accordance with the police systems now used. 

Hypnotism as a part of the general psychology, to the point that 
it exists, has been applied in the development of medicine, and surgery 
with great benefit. 

The great achievements in medical surgery at the present time 
cannot be ignored, for example: in psychiatry as a cure for the insane, 
abnormal, and partly insane ^ in legal medicine in application for the 
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prevention of delinquency, and in criminal law all the contributions 
that general psychology and medicine have given the juries, especially 
to the preconizers of the positive school of Penal Right, for the 
present codification of criminal matter that has had so many advances 
in the world at the present time. In our country, the Code of Social ^ 
Defense is an evident demonstration of our ascertaining. 

There is something more in the matter of teaching; the infants 
psychology or the psychology of the child, or general psychology as 
applied to the development of the childs mentality, known among 
educators as pedagogical psychology, also it demonstrates the concate- 
nation of these sciences, that all of them agree on this specific 
point . 

However we have proposed only to put into practice police system 
h3rpnotism, which, as we have said, is used in Paris, and has become 
current in other parts of Europe and is practiced at present in 
different Police districts of the cities of the United States of 
North America. 

The. problem in itself is veiy simple because its object is solely 
to obtain through hypnotising a presumed delinquent or an effective 
delinquent, the narration of the acts be preformed during the hypnotic 
dream produced by the police agent in charge of that effect. 

SCIENTIFIC BASES - We base our work not only on the laboratory experience 

we have realized, but also on the opinion of a distinguished professor, 
member of the school of Psychological studies of Paris, (Dr. Pulle) 
who at the time we have referred previously, maintained the present 
criteria; In accord with the means that place a subject in the state 
of somnambulism, during the night without remembering the next day 
the acts preformed by him and their consequences that is, following 
the same psycho-physiological laws, inversely, in the dealing with 
provoked ^pnotism which is nothing more than artificial somnambulism, 
a subject under its effects can narrate while dreaming the events that 
occured and the acts he has realized during a determined period of 
time. 

DIFFICULTIES OF THE PROCESS - When delinquents or subjects refuse to be 

submitted to the process, the police agents of Paris used pills, seals, 
or papers of pharmacological manufacture and prescribed by medical 
science, now very well known because of their effects, with which 
magnificent results were obtained. 

CAPACITY AND SAGACITY OF IHTESTIG/ITORS AND AGENTS - We already know that 
the sagacity of investigators, their wordly knowledge coupled with 
experience, the practice and the psychological intuition developed 
perfectly in the exercise of its functions, induces them toward 
courteous, generous, paternal and convincing behavior in order to 
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gain the confidence of those who may not see in the police agent an 
enemy, but simple a guard of order, not capable of harming the moral 
of any one without a Justified cause. 

They say this supposing that in many cases the most rebellious 
will refuse as is natural, as they did in France at the time of 
administering the medicine, or the substance which is to serve as a 
basis for the development of the investigation, and especially in 
these cases it is necessary to order them, with ability, to drink in 
some way the stimulant, removing thusly apparent difficulties, which 
are really of little importance because if that had been important it 
would be impossible to put to practice the process; and the truth is 
that the process is successfully practiced in certain parts of the 
United States. 

FRENCH SCHOOL IN LAW AM) MEDICINE - Because of our Latin condition and 
because of always having been inspired by the Cubans, since r^note 
times in French culture for the develofxnent of our scientific 
activities specially in law and medicine, we wish to briefly signify 
that in multiply treaties published in that country since the middle 
of last century to the present, about the organization of Police 
Forces, their functions, activities, structure etc. as much' in what 
is related to the agents of public order, as in what is related to the 
commissioners and Secret Ser'vice agents or Special agents, we have 
read with interest the processes employed in the persecution of 
delinquency, in which scientific aspect from the Medical legal point 
of view has always prevailed. 

Habana, September, 1942 

Signed; b6 
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Translated by; 
Marie L. Carrasco 
Oct. 27, 1942 
je 
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REPUBLrCA DE CUBA 
COMISION DE ARBITRAJE AZUCARERO 


P^RnOQ^mR.- 


La HabanSfii Octubre 6 de 1942.- 


Sr. Jefe de la Policia de 
WASHINGTON, 

Batados Unidos de Amer ica.- 


Distinguido seflor;- 


Por la presente tengo el gusto de re- 
mitir a usted un estudio cientlfico que acabo de real!— 
zar sobre "Investigacion acerca de la Hipnosis y sus efec 
tos en persecucion de la delincuencia", rog&idole me de 
a conocer su opinion al respecto.- 

A1 propio tiempo quiero Interesar de - 
usted que -si lo tiene a bien y le es posible- me informe 
los ultimos adelantos y sistemas en uso por esa Policia - 
de Washington, -para ver si es posible su in 5 )lantaci 6 n en 
la Policia de este pais.- 

Sin merito para mas, y en espera de - 
sus noticias, quedo con mi mayor consider^ion, y muy - 
atentamente, / 

Fernando Gainza Gonzalez. - 


Di^ecci6n;- 

Edificio Banco Canadd Depto.205, 
Aguiar y Obrapia, 

Habana . - 
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Cba el pr^po&ltQ d« contrsllbuir eoa eM4«st<Hi # 

«8i%iri*«os fi l&e labo:^ arduajs dificilfa reai^aadaa por ~ 
los cuerpos dt Fdlic'ia da Xa Habana, hMUsa tratado de con-^ 
tplbalr tas^aa, an inveatigacldn dal dalli 0 « a 1| pai sacu- 
cion da la dallaeueacia aatadlando dl<9la8 mataria a 
de los el^ianiaa pantos da viatat 

Conoilda cleatifiaaaiaQta al coticapto da la H:|piio3is an 
los indiviiiftoa, basoa qaari^ e&ca«inariK>« al ceoiaolalan^ 
da la f aaa efaetoa an aattrla driaintl** 

Coflm as natnraly da 8cua:i^o con las postuladcMi de la • 
Fisldlogla ^ ralaciSn con la Fulaaln^a^ daflnjbiloe al eon* 
capto dal inline tisffio Fai*aoBai; baaa da astttdloe posterloras. 

Taffibilp btcbes las anteriorae obaarvaciones dfmos un * 
oondepto Clara dal Hlpnotlsffio I daada al pants, de viata midi; 
co*lsgsX,: . en su^aplic^cisn aspacii'ica a la taoS'la- lunalonal 
da Ida Cuarpna de Felicia, j hacaffos rafaraacia a la aplica 
ci4& de asta parte da la Psleelegia loa laberatoriop da 
pcliela y e^a resultadcaj par^q .alaflqpre aon la smyor aenclUas 
^ fin da qaa puada sar flcilffiante puasto an 

ITo haa^ aidkado an olvido las di^eultadas que puedpa * 
prasantarM an la aplicacion dal Mpaoti«ae a las f unci ones * 
policiacas; pppd no dazeos laportancia a alio portae siaaipra, 
an tod os los iti«apos, los agentas da policia liaa tn^esado y v 
troplesan con oMaltlples dlflcultades an sus iavestlgscloBes/* 
por diversas razoiies, a saber: Intareses crasoos da lu af^e* 
dad, teffior, ineapacldad eolectiva, dasconflaiiaa^i neldad, cora 
pilcidad, encabrijai«itq, ate. y por aso ilo i?ac|l«afta ■ ni re — 


trocedemorf 


solucion. dal prOupaiwt-rtal^ewSit) lo sxpon^fiiop.. 



— 


Y por ditimo, r-ev€X*«nclarido la m^iori#! <3« ilnatres aa- 
tepa 9 a.)os taia%o de Cub., como d® le FrUnoia heroic®, hesos - 
eeguiuo er. iiuos'ti*© ostudlo l«s bttollos de ^ichet, Guyay 
Poctisli y las inspiraciones 4«S. erlititialista 2^; “** 
Joss Afttool© Qonaalez Lanaza y demas cai'otoOS antigaoo y coa 



te®porariaos a qulenes laarece®©® in®#nea '^riititud 
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% ..f ('■k 


iuF*;.ciQi 


IS^-O tJbti- feu^menotf pr.«lqaico» t*an «xli;iido elaij| 

pr#, gi U'av4« ci* loj? -ti ■ . 

F^s&ndo por alto Xo^ ^^(ituulos h«dio« por Hgtnfir, auxor <!• 
la t4ioria dal ibagi^etiaao aniael, y sue diielpitSDs ruyaegur, 
leai’e, Pota-i y Lftfaatg»ine haat* llichet y Xo* i>«ic6loe:os cont«£ 
partaeos, cuyas trorias consagradas alrirad da v^asse » la aetual 
psiaologla •xpariffieatal, ixaramor uaa Drava expXleacioti ac«rca 
d«I Hlpno^iesa ecxao ^san ifaataclSn psleol&giea rtf^licado a la 
Crlalnolcigla eo la lovaatigaciSto dal dallta y i^y&ma de lo© 
liiii^aataa** 

Ho quarcu^a ni fiacatltsmos axpilear tatra atres ftnSiitaaoa 
pi^leoldf^iLeoe da efacto fiaico, lo qus ila^netlaws, — 

cuastlda ya ra©a«lta por Hesiner y sus aoca&oria, ©a dacir **aa 
fluid© aQlmcil) fueraa ijotanciei prodaclda por «1 *>ropio anlQ&l” 
la cual el bipAotisao ^pr-ovechtL para da^afi^valvar con ej^aetitatf' 
^1 ajorcielo fuaeioaal da sa acciSa.* 


QO HCtuTC DKL La kipnosia o el blpmf&iaaoy es uu — *• 

auako er^fieial prodopldo e» el aganta, a virutd da irradlb* 
cieaaa floidiaas laiuadea por aX opar&dor / qu^ ancueotren r# 
a^vtuciSn as im cBadnetidffio aaiiaal.* 






iisca ya cinauartta aftoe, tn la l^icip&iid-ic de Paris - 
y er. el Daparta^san to de Comis^ria GeaartX o ^aft^tura <}« la Qaa 
atmmTir-f se trataba da aplicnr el hipnotia&o ? d&ianaiaadoa • 


auji toi pali^rut:.oa., ^sgun dafj 


LR no; i -Avt, -le lo. 


d^ftacia crlaliuil, para obtener pfer este aacticy una daelarM^ioa 
iniJlrecta o ccstfaai6ii piarclal de lo6 sctoa criaiuaMioa realiaa- 
dos en dataraiojuSas cirtta^taxiciae moaiento y lugar, por los ag 
^etoa aoi&etidoa a este pzx> ce4iiilent.o«*» 
rLICACIOH Y KgSULTADOS.» Desde iuego, qua al procedimianto ha 
dado magnlficos rasultadosy auaque m> con ana exgiitl— 

tud cronoMtrica , porque eBte al^anto dq Invastigaciaii} as da 
aoxllio y sa aoplaa en relaoi6n Qon otroB^ de e^nera qua lo dj;^ 
elazodo por al au^eto hipnotizadOy puoda cooprobarse daapuiOf** 
por ihvaatigaeionea acucloeae, taaticOa, 00 JDf|idenciaS) da 

acuaxdo con Io& siatemas polieiacos an uao«* ' 

SI hlpaotiamo co®o parte da la patoologfa general, al — 
igufil qua tata, ha side aplicade al dosarrollo da la madielna 
y la ciro^ia con gran provecho, puaa no panda Ignoraraa los — 
grandes adalantos da la clencia ffildioo-qulrorgica an los 
too actuelas, por e^cffiplo: eh pal lUiatrla psra la ciinRCi^n da - 
los locos, anomalas y seai^loeosj an la aadicina<-lagal an laa 
eplicaclonaa a la pravencion da la dallfitoancia, ? dsracho - 
criminal, todo al aporta qua la psieologia general y la aadiei- 
na han dado a los Juristas, aapacialsantay a loe praconlzadcraa 
da la escuala posltiva del Deracho Panal, para la actual 
ficacion an skataria criffllnal qua tsntos a^aneas lia tenido dh al 
mundo en el aomento ectual**- £n nuestro pels, el Cod^^ de Da- 
Tansa Social, as una daaoetracl^n avidanta da naastro acerto*- 
Hey algo ads, an materia da ansahansa, la psicologla iilfan_ 
til o psicologla del nifiO, o psicologia ganaral. aplicada ail da- 
sarroUo da la mentalidad da loe nlhos, cottoetde entra i.es edu- 
cadores con el aombre de psicol^ia padag^gica, tambien derntie?** 




"tra la coatfateneclon tSe estes cienciag^ que todas convargen 
ei5 UB punto espeoifico,- 

Pero nosotros iios proponeaoa unicament® poner an pria- 
tica el aifetema hipn^tico pollclaco emplasdo como heaos di 
cho en Paris, pueyto an voga en otros lugsx’ee de Suropa y - 
qua se practica en la actualldad en 4iJ5tint08 Distrltoe de 
PoXlcia de las ciudades de los Satados Unidoa da Horte A®£ 
rlea.o 

El problema an al ea may aanoillo porque au objeto ea 
solaffisnte obtener por medio dal blpnotiaipa da on 
dalinoQanta o da un delincnanta afaetl'rOf Is aai^acidp de - 
los sctos por el realisados durante al aaei© 
docldo por el sgente da policla anoar^ado a ese ef©Qto.« 

GX£HY 1 F 1 CA.»~ Ho# basamos en nuastro trabajc no y^ 36I0 - 
an la experianeia da laboraiorlo qua lieaioe reidizsdo, alno 
taynbien en la opinion de on distiE^tdo ^rofeeor «la«br© da 
la escuale da estudloa pelcol6gices da Paris, <al Er.FuXla) 
qua por aquellos tiaapos a qua noa haaoa rafex^do con anta- 
rioridad »antuvo el prasenta critarioJ Ma acuerdo con los 
hecbca qua reallsa un sujeto an aatado do aonaaboliaao, du- 
rante la nocha sin raoordar al sig^ianta die las actos por 
aX raaXisadoa y sus oonescuaneias, at daeir, Blgolendo las - 
misKes Xeyas psico-flaioXogiossi a la invwasa.,. cu(% 4 k> as tr^ 
ta da la hipnosis provocada, qua no as aka qua on sonambull^ 
ffio artificial, un sujeto bejo sus efectcs pwade narrar en — 
suafio, los socesos que la han scsaaido y loe actoa ba — ■ 
reall^f dc .urante deterasinado period© da tiaapo*’,- 


• ^ * 

PIFieULTADBS ?g. PaogmyntMfe Ante la negative ^el dellu- 
cueite o detenido en la prevectci6ii) de soBieteree voluntarln 
raente al proeedimlento, los agent** |>©lie la coe de Paris ea- 
pierron pastlllas, sellos o pspelillaa d® aanufeetia'a fana^ 
col6iyica y de uso indlcado por la *iencia medica, feoy ittiy - 
conocido^? a esos afectos, con lo cual hsn obtenido aiagnlfi- 
coa reaulteclos.- 

C/-.PACID/.D Y S/-QAC1D.AD DSL HfysSTIGADOit Y ASETOS.* Ye aabe— 
3108 que la sagacidsd d« los investlgadcC'Ss ^ su mundologla •> 
al par qae la experiencia, la practica y la intuici&i psic^ 
logica perfectamente dosarrollada sa "el 

funclones, les inclina al trato sfable* bcndado^o, patornal 
y convlcentei- para genar la confiaa** da aquellcs que ao — 
baa de ver en los agentes pollolaeo* ua eneialgoy elao 8isi~* 
pies gnardacores del 6rden Incapacee de perjodicer leffibral 
de nadie sin caues juatiflcada.-* 

Peeimoa ^sto suponlendo que aquelloe mas rebeldea en « 
-imjchos easoe habran de negarse, coiw es m tural, eomo lo ^ 
clan en Frencie, a ingerir la awdieiaa o la suatancia que - 
habrl de servir de base al deserrollo de la Investigaeion, 
y precisamente en estc s cases se hace neeesr>rio obllgarles eon 
habilidad a tomar en slguna fortt* el es tisiulante, otivlrindo - 
as! eparentes diflcultades, que rei^^ente car seen de impor* 
tanciS) porque si esto hu^lera sldo inportante, serla impQ» 
sible poner en practlca el procediaisjatoi y lo cierto es, - 
quo el procedimlento se practlca y segiSa nueetre noticias, 
t^fflbien con exito en algunos lugares de los Estados Urildos.- 

L A E3Cd:d^> SK -X DSmCEQ Y lA^ 



- Por riviertra 
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a. latino. y 

b»> 0 ., a«a, tle«.po. re«otos «. 1. c»lt»-r fr»c..a, P«r. 1 

.,.arn.U0 d. naea.r.s acUyldad,. .l«,tlrioas aapacial-ent. 

.„ aerecko , «ai=ina, ac»ara«,n^ ca. 

.n -ultlple. trataao. puPlieadcs » «.«! psie d«d. «aiado. 
d.l .leXo p..«do imaf U f.ch«, sodra o»g«.l*.cl6» d. loa - 
.uerpo. d. PoUcla, aa fuaelonaaianto, aetividadaB, ..Umc** 
ra. etc. «> Xo raXaclonado a loe d. 4*d.P pu- 

bllcQ co« a loe co-laartaa y agenUa ,<J*1 Sarvlcic Sacreto 
0 Sepeelalaa, ha-oa Xeldc coa Intari. lae pfocedl-i.ntaa «- 
pleados ec p.reecucior, de 1. dalinodancU, «n Xce oaala. ha 
prevalealso slempra oo«o base el aapaoto elantlMeo de 
punto vi«t& fl»dico-l«gal*- 

Ul Habsna, 3®ptlefla>re d« 194^2.- /, ^ ^ 


raratM^do QaiP* 


nae. QirfM54iS2.* • 



nPiKur 


m, wsm Aijgait 8, 1 ^ 1*5 

F, u PHICE 

mnoiCirN suB^nscTi 

AUOS ABB&IE, VleUai 

CRUS OR OOfTEBffliSIIT lOSERVATION «- Hunter 

MQggaoqitD 

. ! 

Tht viotiay » tk 7 *Br old I^idlan girX^ wmi finmd dead <m th* 
flai^iMid Bidlan Itewnrratioii near Famaf Montana on Maroh Ckmaldarablo 

diaouaalon and wntmpoaSimm anauad ba ta aa n tha U« 8« AttornaiF, ^ Dopartaanty 
thi Montana State Aut^ritlMf ttei Indlaa Raaarvation Aothoritiaiy and tiw Buraau 
aa to vbatlmr jnriadiotlcBi For ttei proaaoutlon of ttala oaaa aaa under FadaraX Xenr 
or State Statnta* Thia oon tr py an qr aroea baaanaa ilia aurder vaa ooaadtted on fea-> f:, 
patented Xaod althtn the •setarlor beoadariaa of an Indian ReaenratlMi* After Qoa» 
aideraUja Inveatlgatlen. the Aealetani tJ« 8, Attoraagr at Mllinga^ Mcmtana deoXined / 
pr^eontian beoauae of Inaufflolant evldMooe to earrant proaeoutlon* ^ 

Moaeverjr on Saptaober 23> 19Uk$ tha Aaalatant U* 8* Attorm^ revleaed 
hia file and atated ttuit tha evldanoe dev^oped bgr tida Borean gave rlee to a o 
atrong oonnriotion that the vlotiA*a nothar and bar paraaoor woro, aa Indioated 
bf the Borean* a imreatlgatloai logleaX aoapeota in thla oaaa. Aooordlngl 3 r« thia ^ 
oaae eaa reopened and aotlve inveatlgatLon haa oootinned atnoe that tine. Hoeever/^ 

’ inanffloiant evidenoe haa been deveXpped to reanXt in inoaeoutive aotion* ^ 

KigOBgr OF BOTTS OFFICaS TO PSK A HlPMOTISy ^ 

V,. 

In tha hope that the auapeota^ Apiea Arehie* vlotin’a eothert and doe 
Fajrteer, victin’a half-brother^ nlXX reveal inforaatlon of value to the aolutioa 
^ of thia oaae» the Butte Field OffLoe haa reqoeated tereau anthoriaation for the 
^ uae of Ccarpozel Alvin Batgriy a horpaotiat^ preaentljr aerving in tha 8, Arar* 

^ A Borawi Agwait haa learned froa Corporal Batgri that ha profaasaa to ba abla to 

\ plaoa a paraon itndar a hn*^^** i^U vrithout hia knowladga* Thia elala ia anb- 

/ . ' atmtiated bgr tha atataaent of CoXoaml A. M« VeFand^ Coe w a nd a nt of tha Biaoiplinaij 
^ Barraoka^ Fort Miaaoiila, Montana* idu> allagea that CM^dral BetFi Igqpttotiaad hi# 

Jipoa diaouaaing thia natter with taa AeaxlK&t ^ »• Aimbn^ at Bntta* 
it was laamad that angr infomation obtained froa a am i p ee t la a feppaot^ etate : 
weald not ba adaiaaibla aa avidanoe* It waa pointed oate,howw|ar*^^|^ infomation 
wm devilopad night be of eeeietanoe in a abbaa^ioant iatiiNL'dir bc vMr^mwpaeta bndar 
smenal oondltione« It weald inpear that Corporal Baitgd ie noar etatiooed at Foarf 
vr. Toisorj;[ipis>nla* Montana idaaraaa the euepeote are preamxtlF readdd«g- la Spideane* Waefate^ton* 
;f - ^ip^JiliJfotta field Offtete bae pointed out ^t previoiia interviewe wi^ anapeotAMpMl 
oifvf^tasdiie wwre undaairatda alnoa it was naoaaaaxjr to tute,aa.i]itea:pmtar«.,^i>‘ - I 

£Sr= ' ^ .1 
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Jv'r. Carson 
Mr. Ep-an 
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t Jr. Ivease_ 
llss Gandy_ 
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(1) Thai th* At>t4Mhtd l«tt«r ba saat to tha Butt* Fioldl 
Offioo adrlsing thos not to go thxvufb «lth tba pro/pomd 
tuM of « Igrpnotlot tineo it la oonaidozvd m iq^par 
inaMtigatlva prooodogpa* In addition tharato^ it ia notad 
that ttaa horpootlat ia apparantljr atationad in Montana and 
it DOTiId ba naoaaaajcy to trauQMxt hta to BpokaaOji Waah- 
ingtoni 'Mtera auapaota ara Xoeatad* fxiriimrmv9i, it 

ie dlffionlt to uadkurttoiid hoar a auooaaaful borpootio intaiv 
vlaar oould zvault vhan it ia naoaaaazy to naa an iatarpratiu* 
in a nornal intarrlav* 

\ 

(2) Thia aanorandttm ba forarardad to tha Taohnloal laboratoxy in 
ordar that thiqr odght be Infonaod of tha alli^ad capahUltiaa 
of Coxporal Batgri^ idio elaiao tha Mbilltgr to bQnpootiBa 
iodiaidaala without thair knoarladfa and tharat^ <d,ioit fxtm 
thaa eonfaaaione in oaiadnal oaaaa» 
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Decenber 21, 1948 



Ox. 

Ur. E. lu^lloy . 

Route 1, Box 470 
r Delano, Calif omla 

Dear tfr. Kallo/: 

Your letter dated Deoesber 15, 1948* has been received 
and I appreciate your calling to ay attentlcaj jrour thoughts on 
the subject you eentioned. I would like to point out, however, 
that the function of the FBI is an inveatigative one orly and a 
policy of long standing precludes my coBoenting upon H»tters 
intended for legislative consideration. It is suggested that you 
jaay to discuss with your local author! ties the desirability 
of legislation such as you described. 

Sincerely yours. 


Jote Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Mr# J, Edgar Hoover 
Jirector 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C# 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Personal 


This letter is to call to your attention the most 
urgent need fo,3?^etter prevention and supression of the practice 
and teaching of hypnotism in this country* 


This evil practice appears to he spreading alarmingly 
as a result of the favorable publicity that has been foisted on the 
public in recent years, its apparently wide use in psychiatry in 
the armed forces, etc. As one who ‘has during the past 2^ years 
seen his wife nearly die, and perhaps her whole life and the life 
of her family blighted by this dread thing, I would liice to urge 
upon you the need for as re ar total suppression of this form of crime 
as is possible. 

Since this horrible thing has come into my family 
I have studied everything I could find on the subject and quietly 
made inquiry into the matter wherever possible, and basing hqt opinions 
not upon ray home experience, but solely upon competent authors and^'-., 
others interested, find the following: 

1, A great many medical schools, dental schools, chiropractic 
schools, etc, teach it as a subject. This is told by men 
who Instruct in it themselves, and I have been told by two 
members of the chiropractic school at Los Angeles that there 
is a doctor there who teaches it* One of them had taken it 
■ “himself, - - - — 

2* Psychiatrists apparently may be divided into two classes, 
viz,,h those who practice it and defend it, and those who know 
very little about it, I took my wife to a well-known 
psychiatrist in Los Angeles, who told us he had many patients 
who assured him they had been hypnotised but that he didn’t 
believe it. He also admi ted that he knew very little about 
the subject, and considered hypnotism only as a sleep-inducing 
system, the same as hypnotic drugs. So the public has 
very little if any protection A. J 

medical profession, RECORDED of 

3, A number of articles havd-lpi)e^red (j.nSr%cenI-e4years in popular 
magazines of slick-paper quality, telling the fine things 
that can be done with hypnotism. All of them assure the^ 
reader that no one can make a hypnotised person do anything 
against his moral code, and cite the stage-hypnotist’s 
demonstration of this. However, this is a lie, as any 
competent authority on the subject will admit. Bstabrook, 
of Colgate University, states in his ’’Hypnotism (1943) 


^ . _ Edgar Hoqmer 


December 15, 1948 


that all researchers on the subject, both here and in 
Germany, agree that hypnotism is successfully used in sex 
offenses. Science News Letter (Washington, D.C.) for 
April 19, 1947 reports on page 245 that army experiments 
conducted by Dr. John G. Watkins positively prove that 
hypnosis causes one to act under an induced hallucination 
Md he does not feel he is violating his own conscience 
in doing the will of the "control”. One former hypnotist 
explains the stage trick as follows: 

The "control" gives the hypnotised "subject". a knife and 
tells him to kill that man in the front row. The subject 
advances menacingly but at the last moment turns and comes 
back to the stage. This proves nothing except that the 
subject obeyed the wishes (not the words) of the control. 

I have been amazed to find that some of my innermost 
thoughts were known to persons under my control at the time. 
Naturally, if the subject really did knife the man in the 
front row the control would be in trouble, so for the 
purpose of his demonstration he wishes the subject to 
advance only so far and then return. 

4, There has at times been severe penalties, even death, to 
persons hypnotizing others in Germany, the seat of hypnotic 
knowledge in the western civilization. There appears to 

be a similar need here, instead of the ungoverned use and 
praise it is now being accorded by segments of the medical 
profession and others. This should if possible apply to 
post-hypnotic suggestions, also, which of course is difficult, 
but the whole practice should be outlawed and watched 
carefully. Occasionally we see of some one being convicted 
for moral offenses under hypnosis, but no doubt thousands 
of others are also victims. Indeed it hardly seems possible 
that any really expert hypnotist does not take at least 
oecasioneil advantage of others sexually and financially, 
since it involves absolutely no risk under our present laws. 

Recently the Los Angeles papers were full of a case where a 
young man was running some kind of farm near Whittier, Calif, 
at which lived a number of husbands and wives. It turned 
out according to their testimony that the husbands worked 
and supported the colony and its head, and meanwhile left 
off all cohabitation with their wives, while the head of 
the colony used the wives as he saw fit and had a number 
of children from them. To anyone who has had hypnotism in 
his family, the secret of this young man’s success is no 
secret at all. He was really an expert, 

5. In the Popular Science and Papular Mechanics magazines there 
are a number of advertisements for instruction in hypnotism. 

It is doubtful if anyone could very often get to be an expert 
by mail, for Professor Estabrook declares "The chief 
requirement to becoming an expert hypnotist is to want to 

badly enough." Incidentally, though, one 9f the chief 
claims of the hypnotist institutes is that they will tell 


'j. Edgar Hooker 

■ # 
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you how to fix it so that you can never be hypnotised. 

This is done by having a 'friend hypnotize you and give you 
a post-hypnotic suggestion to never let anyone hypnotize 
you again. If hypnotism is so good, why do hypnotists 
consider the ability to keep from b eing hypnotized so 
valuable. 

It was our family physician who hyp notized my wife . 

I am not in doubt about this, for I have much proof i" However , 
maice no accusations to you by name nor did I at the time nor to 
outsiders, because we have no proO'f that is legal of course and ^ 
so we had no legal recourse. Also, my wife' watched me carefully 
that I did not tell anyone or try to harm him, and I believe if 
anything had happened to him she would have died. I had no intention 
of harming him, for it would accomplish nothing but harm to my 
family and children and is against my Christian principles. However, 
my wife was at the point of death for nearly a year resisting the 
post hypnotic suggestions ( he arranged twice to increase them 
when he met her) and for some months we were unable to determine 
what was wrong with her, since at that time we Joiew nothing of 
hypnotism except that it could put people to sleep. My wife was 
a very strong-natured person and would have died rather than to 
violate her Christian principles, and for a long time it seemed that 
this would happen. I have seen enough outside of my wife’s testimony 
and my observation of her to loiow exactly whereof I spealc, and about 
two years ago I accused the doctor to his face, and he, by his 
actions confirmed what I was already sure of. The whole ‘thing clouds 
our family because my wife is unable to concentrate on monetary or 
outside or household affairs as much as she used to, her face is 
strained, and our children have suffered somewhat from the mother^ 
love she gave them before. Estabrook declares that a post-hypnotic 
suggestion for ten years later has been given and carried out at the 
exact time, and that students given minor suggestions to resist can 
think of nothing else until they carry them out, being unable to 

study,-^ etc. One. Qther_authority- declar es a h y pnoti st my have a 

thousand subjects going about their daily business but under 'his 
control and at his beck and call. My wife was ayoung, beautiful 
woman, full of ambition, energy, and life before thishappened. How 
she looks 20 years older from the strain of resisting the suggestion* 
Is it any wonder that I urge upon you the necessity of general 
suppression of hypnosis in all its forms. As one authority states: 
"Anything that can bind a human will and intrude another will upon 
it is slavery" 

I know your bureau has no doubt done much on this line, but hypnosis , 
is wearing a new badge of respectability that will ena'ble it to jll 
enslave increasing thousands in this free country. Please consider #i| 
this need and make recommendations to the lawmakers of our land. Wv 

Sincere^ yours,, 


b7C 





Ootober 27 f 1951 





four letter dated October 17, 1951, 
has been received and it mas indeed thoughtful 
of you to bring this matter to my attention* 

I ' 

May I take this opportunity to point 
out to you that since the /BT is solely a fact” 
finding agency and any informatien which tee 
secure in our investigations must be admissible 
in court as testimony, it is not possible for 
representatives; of this Bureau to utilise any 
methods such as you describe* 

If, houever, you have any information 
in the future which you believe to be mithin 
the purview of the federal Bureau of Investigation ‘s 
authority, please do not hesitate to contact my 
representatives at 735 U* S* Post Office Customs 
and Court Bouse, Milwaukee 2, Wisconsin* 

Sincerely yours, 

2 , Xdgar Hoover 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

cc - Milwaukee, wj^jiJe'^y of incoming 
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Mr* J* Edgar Hoover t 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D*C* 

Hear Sirs- 


A medical Doctor and J, in the past, have done a lot of 
study and probing into the values of hypnoti sm-its possibilties and 
failures* This M*D* died while I was in service, during the last 
war* Am offering this data to your bureau, hoping that this knowlege 
would be found useful, and as a slight token of this time and effort 
of the late Dr* Peter J* Wollesheim, who died of T.B*, some months 
after making several sincere attempts to become an officer in the 
U* S* Navy* 

Believe we have a method of inducing hypnosis without the 
knowlege of the individual, and after the first induction, the future 
is assured - resulting in deeper 'sleep*, thru repetition* 

The results are many and almost unbelievable ^ new phases 
show up, so unusual that I am suprised, after several years of study, 
to observe* 

Know that one can take almost any English speaking person- 
find out personal things, including their political beliefs, move- 
ments etc*,, aside from curing ailments of long standing, which would 
not interest your office* 

Vie can tell a patient certain stated, supposed secrets, yet 
obtain this data, without their knowlege - these are only a very few 
of the possibilites, which we have tried and been successful in doing 
in the past* 

I, personally , have never been in trouble, arrested or to my 
knowlege, had any reason to be under the scrutiny of any , police 
department • Please do not make public this letter as some people who 
have no knowlege of hypnotism think of it with a prejudice, born of 
years of false beliefs - so far as to think it is anti-religious - 
hurts the patient mentally . The MJJ* I wrote of was Catholic, I am 
Protestant - can assure you there is no religious connection in any 
sence, nor is it harmful to a patient* 

Realise these findings would not hold up in a legal court 
of law, but the results would lead to confession in the case of a crime* 
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If you are inter ested, please write to me - don 't have 
anyone interview me in person as I do not use this science in 
dentistry f nor would I want an man here, as it might cause 

suspicion which could hurt my dental practice* 

If you have used this, method previously , I am sorry to 
have bothered you with this lengthy letter* 

Yours truly, 

b6 
b7C 


(Am a poor writter*) 






Jour letter dat^d. January 9, 19 55 a has 
been received* 

While I would like to be of service, we 
do not have any information available for. distfi'- 
button concerning the subject of your inquiry* 

I am enclosing'some material which J 
thought you might like to -.have* 

Sincerely yours. 


Mf. Tolson- 


Mr. Boardman- 
Mr. Nichols. - 


Mr. Belmont.—.^. 

Mr. Haibo 

Mr. Mohr — 

Mr. 3h#rson»— : — 
Mr. Eoscb...: 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Sia«# - 
Mr. Wintert»w4. 
TMr. Room ... 1 . — 
Mr. HoHiraaB — 
M;98 Gaady— — 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Thirty Years of Fingerprint Identification 
Personnel and Services: of the FBI Laboratory. 

The. Story of the Federal Bureau , of Investigation 
Services of the FBI 

NOTE: Correspondent's communication does not 

reflect her .marital status; therefore, the salutation 
''Miss^ was used* 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I understand that your department has studied the use 
of^Jiypnotisrs in crime. Since I am using this topic 
for my senior thesis I v/ould appreciate any information 
that you have available. 

I 

Would you please send to me any data you might have 
■bn""hov; 'tb ' de'tect"''th'e' use" 6f “hypnotism'-in a crime'? “I "" 
am especially interested in case histories if they may 
be given out. I v^ill gladly pay for any cost that you 
may incur. 

Thank you for. your help. 
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Crackup of Patients AfterHypnosis 
Revealed in Attack on Treatment 


By Nate Haseltine 

Staff Reporter | 

SAN FRANCISCO, May 16 
A Long Beach, Calif., psychia- 
trist charged today that his 
medical colleagues, dentists, 
chiropractors and psychol- 
ogists are inadvertently driv- 
ing patients crazy with hyp- 
nosis. 

Dr. Bernard Teitel, practic- 
ing psychiatrist, cited numer- 
ous cases of patients or sub- 
jects under hypnosis who suf- 
fered severe emotional states 
through hypnotic treatments. 
They included: 

• A 45-year-old woman re- 

ceived hypnosis for “painless” 
dentistry. She felt no pain, but 
after second such treatment 
she felt “people were staring 
at her.” Within a week she 
had delusions the FBI wasj 
after her. She became se-: 
verely psychotic. j 

• A 35-year-old housewife,! 
mother of four children, hyp-| 
notized by a psychologist for' 
[“anxiety reactions” becau® 
fehe had difficulty in swallow- 
ing. After third trance, slfc 
fchought her mind was beiijg 
controlled by radar from a 


foreign' country. Result: pro- 
longed hospitalization. 

• A 30-year-old college .psy- 
chology graduate. Sought psy- 
chiatric help after using hyp- 
nosis on his wife preparatory 
to sexual relations. After .."re- 
peated experiences, she fled 
hi's home and board. He ap- 
pealed for medical help for 
his impotence when without a, 
hypnotized mate. . 

• A 24-year-old mother of 
two children. Hypnotized^br 
anxieties, suddenly developed 


'intense fear of death. Suffered 
illusions she was dying. 

Dr. Teitel told a final-day 
session of the 114th annual 
meeting of the American Psy- 
chiatric Association that these 
and other cases under his per- 
sonal observation were clearly 
precipitated by the hypnotic 
treatments. 

“Hypnosis has little value, if 
anyi and little place in mof 
srn-day psychiatry. Its ua 
must be restricted,” he di 
dared. ' I 
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August 20, 1959 


Wj'-) 


Dear Mr. Lutter: 

Your letter of August 16, 1959, has been received, 
and I certainly appreciate the interest which prompted you to 

communicate with me. As much as I would like to be of settee 

\ 

to "you with regard to your request concerning cases relating to 
the criminal use of hypnosis, 1 must advise' that no statistics or 
re cords of this nat ure are maintained by the FBI. 

MAItm 3Q 

Sincerely yours. 


b6 

b7C 


“Tl 

GD 


AUG 2 0 1959 

COMM-FBI 


HosveK 


1 - Boston - Enclosure 


NOTE: No record was located in Bufiles concerning! 

- No information concerning the criminal use of hypnosis was uncovered" 
among the interesting case write-ups or through a check of our 
Laboratory Division. 
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HARVARD LAW SCHOOL 
CAM BRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Axagust 15 » 1959 


De^ Sir: 

O 

I am doing a paper which deals with hypnosis 
in order to aid the medical, police and legal 
sions. It is being done her© at Harvard Law School as 
a part of the program of research and writing* 

The paper deals with the use of hypnosis by 
a criminal for criminal purposes. In my medical and 
legal research I have uncovered some grave facts which 
ultimately should be of great interest to your btireau 
and the police profession. In order to insure that 
this vrork will not merely repeat work that has been 
done, but will be new, conclusive and correct, I find 
that I need the cooperation of yoiu? bureau. 




I have discussed the criminal use of hypnosis 
with your agents in Philadelphia and Boston, They 
both suggested that the Washington Office and it’s 
Department of Criminal Statistics would be of great 

help. Wiy you send m^ reports and a y^s^ of t^e 

"“olf any cases (which have' been brou^t to'court) in- 
volving the use of hypnosis for criminal purposes, any 
information you may have concerning the misuse of 
hypnosis. 

May I again ^asswe^^you that the information 
you may send will be used’ in 'd' work designed to aid 
the police, legal and med 
is not being drafted for 

REG- 
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TO 
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tUBJBCT: 

DR 


Mr. PArsons 


DATE; 8/21/59 






CaAIBHAH 

DBPA8TMBNT OF PSTCHOLOGT 
00L6ATB UNIYXRSITT 
HAMILTON, NEW TORE 


DcLoiaPBM 

McGulr.'ZI 

Mohr 
Pat^Qpir 
Roson 

Taiwia^^ 11^ 

TrotjfcXZ- 

W.C. ■B livan . 

Tele> Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 


Reference eeeo fron Mr. M. A. Jones to Mr. DeLonch date^ 
8/17/59, concerning the above-captioned individual. 

Dr. George H. Estabrooks and Dr. F. L. Reinwald were 
interviewed at the FBI Laborato^ by SA | | on 

8/19/59, relative to the use oj^bypnosls in Juvenile delinquency. >, 7 r 
Hypnosis in Juvenile deli nquency'Tll^ir’Suf rent research project of 
Dr. Estabrooks and he has applied for a grant in the amount oi 
$40,000 from the National Institute of Mental Health in order^ito 
conduct research in this field. 

Dr. Estabrooks stated that statistics compiled by 
Sheldon Glneek of Harvard University indicate that a boy becomes 
delinquent due to resentment on the part of the fa^er towards the 
boy. The boy, sensing this resentment, rebels against the fathhr 
and turns toward the gang, et cetera. 

Dr. Estabrooks' plan is to hypnotise a number of 
Juvenile delinquent boys, with parental consent, and give them 
posthypnotic suggestions in order to change their ego ideal from 
the father to a person such as a minister or anyone of responmlblllty 
whom each boy respects, thereby eliminating the cause for rebellion. 

I Dr. Estabrooks stated that he would like to have the 

■following act as consultants for his research project: 

1. Harold Rosen, PhD, HD - CSialrman of the Psychiatric 
Clinic, Johns Hopkins University 

2. Sheldon Glueck - Criminologist and Lawyer, 

Harvard University 

3. Milton H. Ericksons, MD - Psychiatrist Pho enix . / 

Arizona, and President of the American SocletA y 

, of Clinical Hypnosis H SEP iwi 959 

M. FBI representative . A 


Enclosure 
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Menorandum to Mr. Parsons 

Re: DR. GBORGE H. ESTABROOKS 

CHAIRMAN 

OSPARTMBNT OF PSTCHOLOGT 
COLGATE UNIVERSITY 
HAMILTON, MEW YORK 


When questioned regarding the specific purpose for an FBI 
representative, Dr. Estabrooks said that an FBI representative would 
give prestige to his project and would be able to furnish 
miscellaneous information concerning the adult criminal. 

It was pointed out to Dr. Estabrooks that his research 
project appeared to be more directly concerned with the medical field 
rather than law enforcement which is the primary responsibility of 
the FBI. 

Drs. Estabrooks and Reinwald were straightforward, sincere 
and held the Bureau in high esteem. It is felt that Dr. Estabrooks* 
research project may have some merit, but no useful purpose can be 
served by having a Bureau representative act as a consultant for this 
project. 

Subsequent to the interview, SA | {conducted 

Drs. Estabrooks and Reinwald on a tour of the Laboratory. Both 
appeared to be very Impressed as to the Laboratory facilities, 
personnel and the services that are rendered. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Dr. Estabrooks* request for an FBI representative to 
serve as a consultant for his research project be denied and the 
attached letter be forwarded to him. 
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aY3ona_ 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Trotter 
Mr. W.C.Sul 
Tele. Room. 


Mr. Holloman. 
Mias Gandy. 




Hon, J, E. Hoover • , 

Federal Bureau of Inved1:igation 

Department of Justice 

City 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 

We of the Guild know that you are called on many times 
to attend meetings of all kinds that rob you of your 
time. However Leonard Viner tells me that you usually 
like meetings connected with crime in general and this 
is T/hy our President has asked me tip invite you to our 
meeting the 29th of this month. 

The attached program will give you''the details of the 
coming meeting and hope that 'you will come_if you feel 
you can 'spare the time and have not other more pressing 
engagments for this' date, I am also' inviting Leonard 
and Bob Muhray> of the Metropolitan police to . bfebitnthis 
particular meeting, 'Out next meeting will be on lie 
detectors and hypnosis - using one in conjunction vd. th 
the other this following month. 


I would de'em it a great favor if you would inform me 
if you will be able to attend, at the above address. 

We are not looking for publicity Mr Hoover, we are a 
grp^p of people who are interested in the many application 
of ri ypno s is . At this time we seem to have crime and hyp- 
ndsTs^rEng 



against each other. 
Hoping to see you at the,--meeh.ing. 


%sy 

act 



REP- 52 

■I -am. 


LKO/jg 

Incl; Program. 


Sin'ce. 1 ^ 1 ^ yoi;irs, 



eonard 
Secretary , 
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The Washington Hypnotic Guild, Incorporated 
will meet in the Community Room of the Washington Post 
1515 L Street, N. W. at 8 o’clock on 

TUESDAY, S EPTEMBER 29, 1959 

Your President and Officers sincerely hope each of you had a won- 
derful summer and a relaxing vacation, and we look forward to seeing 
many of you at our meetings. 

This notice of meeting will begin a monthly chain of notices to you 
keeping you informed of the happenings of hypnosis, and in particular 
the affairs of the Washington Hypnotic Guild. — - 


JOSEPH EDELMAN. Hypnotherapist, of New York City 


The big news to report is that our first meeting will be an important 
night for the Guild. At this meeting we will have the rare privilege of 
hearing Mr. Joseph Edelman, Director of Hypnotism Center, Inc., of 
New York City. Not only "is Mr. Edelman a hypnotist but a lecturer and 
an authority on crime. His subject will be — 

T^^HYPNOSIS AND CRIME" ^ ^ 


Consultant Techniques in Hypnotherapy 

We would like to have as many members and their friends present 
as possible. It will be a fine night to remember. 


The Executive Committee has held several meetings during the 
sumrner and has unanimously elected the following officers for the Guild 
to serve for 1959-1960: 


Herman J. Lichty, President 


Leonard K. Owens, Secretary-Treasurer 
5112 Mac Arthur Blvd., Wash., D. C. 
Phone: WO. 6-7480 


Richard Eaton, Vice President Phone: WO. 6-7480 

Membership Chairman: Thomas Morrare 
Library Chairman: Darrell Page 
Special Activities Chairman: William Mayers 

Our Membership Chairman “Tom” Morrare, has application blanks 
for those who want to become new members. See him after the meeting. 

Herman J. Lichty, President. 


^^CLOSURE ^ * 




The objective bf the Washington Hypnotic Guild shall be 
to- promote tKe research, study, understanding,! use and 
practice of hypnosis in the Washington, D. C., area,, for 
the purpose ol physical, intellectual and morai-;i,mprove- 

ment'within the limits of non-medical trainings i; 

: .. , .■ 7 . 4 : 

J All members of the Guild shall be guided by the following? principles: 

1. To confine, the practice of h 3 rphosis within individual and tech- 

nicabcapabilities and limitations. > 

2. To confine the practice of hypnosis to the best interest of the 

subject. I i 

^■^-3,-To^move:a;E^^uggestien;4ba%inayJbe3etEkiaentaktD'the.rS,vibje_,ct._ 

I I 

4. Never to remove or attempt to remove pain, illness or symptoms 

of emotional disturbance unless within capacity of understanding or 
while working -with a medical doctor. ^ 

5. Never to attempt hypnosis with persons who are feeble-minded, 
epileptic or possessed of a weak h^rt. 

___^._Nevjer_to_engage_in-any-,form_oLstage_ hypnosis. oiLbecdme.a_par.ty_ 
to it for the sole purpose of entertainment. L c ; 
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October 23, 1959 

\ Leonard K. 


Mr. Leonard K. 

Secretary 

Hypnolic 


Dear Mr. Owens: 

Tbank yen lor your letter of October 19, 1959, 
with enclosure, and for your kind invitation for me to attend a 
meeting of your O^d on October 26, 1959. 

It liras most thoughtful of you to ask me to be 
present, but regrettaMy, I have another engagement for that 
evening wMch makes it impossible foiTtoe, to be with you. 


^^'23 1959 

COMM-FBI 


& J.i 


::^Sin%erely yours, 

f'* 

e^j. Edgar HooyeR’| 


:OMM.FBi I ^ pb ■ 

J in ..1 rn / 

^ CDS ^ 

o 

NOTE: No information identifiable with Leonard K. Owens was Iccsted 
in Btifiles with the exception that by letter dated 9* 21 >>59, he invited the 
Di^fct^r to^#t^d a meeting of the Guild on 9->29-59. The invitation was 
declined by telephone call to Mr. Herman J. Lichty, President of th^ 
wheaiiitEwas determined Owens’ tolephone, number as furni^tod 
bv Immn^ incorrect. ' js>^ 


■Cf wv*i 




t 




iilloi 




I I TELETYPE UNIT CD 


HERMAN J. LICHTY, Presjdenf 


RICHARD EATON, Vice-President 



l^asiljtngton 



LEONARD K. OWENS- Secretar/. _ 

5112 Me Arthur Sva-T;f . If . 
^ wood ley. 6-7^80 


uilti, 3nt. 


Oct. 19 , 


Hon. J. E, Hoover, Director, 
Fed. Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 

City. ^ 



I- Mr. Tolson™ 
Mr. Belmo 
Mr. DeLo 
Mr. McGu: 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Parso 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tamm 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 




We of the Guild are indeed sorry that you were unable to 
attend our last mee.ting which proved to be an interesting 
and enllghtenlns one for all in attendance. 

However, Monday, the 26th lnst.,_in the Community Room of 

p.m., another meeting 
Lie Detector expert 

■ 

pre-hypnotize several 
witnesses to a murder 


the Washington Post Building at 
will be held featuring Mr. Joh 
as per the attached notice. 


8^0 
eon, 




going 


As a matter of fact we are 
subjects and suggest that they were 
but that on pain of death they will not reveal the identity 
of the murderer ( Mr. Leon in this ins-tance ) to anyone. 

At this tl.me we will subject the subject to Mr Leons' lie 
detection to see what will happen and check the graph of 
the lie detector. After this, we will suggest away the 
thought of vritnesslng the murder from the subject. Also 
at the meeting we hope to have ah'-M. D., to check the dept.h 
of hypnosis in the pre-hypnotized subject so no one will 
doubt the authenticity of the subjects used. In all it 
will be a very interestin,s night. 

I 

Please accept my sincere apology for the wrong telephone! 
number. The girl was a little too fast in her transposition' 
of same. Above is the correct number. 



Trilstlng yoiir many and varied duties 
attend this , meeting, I am, 


Sincerely, 


rmlt 

^■105 





nstB-E 
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OCT S® 1959 


Leonard K. 
Secretary . 


Ov/ens , 


Meetin 
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The Washington Hypnotic Guild, Incorporated 

will meet in the Community Room of the Washington Post 
1515 L Street, N. W. at 8 o’clock on 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1959 


LIE DETECTOR DEMONSTRATION 

Mr. John Leon, Director of the National Lie Detection Labo- 
ratory of Washington, D. C., and one of the oldest authorities on lie 
detection will discuss — 

CAN HYPNOSIS OR LIE DETECTION 
BE USED TO FIND THE TRUTH 
MORE RAPIDLY ? ? ? 

Several ,subjects_will be hypnotized by members oLthe_Guild,_ . 

and then submit themselves, to the lie detector. A very interesting 
and informative program has been arranged by your officers. 


Don’t miss next month’s meeting. We plan to give Mr. Harry Arons 
an appropriate plaque for his outstanding contribution to hypnosis. His 
untiring efforts to advance hypnosis, and thereby exposing the stage 
hypnotist for entertaining purposes, has made him a national figure. 
His ability to conduct classes, lecture and write has made him an organ- 
izer and leader for our cause. It is men like Mr. Arons that have worked 
with the medical profession with respect and honor to publicize the use 
and need for hypnosis. 

N: $ ^ 

DUES! DUES! DUES! 

Dues are $5.00 per single membership or $7.50 per couple (man and wife) . 

“Tom” Morrare has application blanks for those who care to become 
new members. (See “Tom” after the meeting.) 

LEONARD K. OWENS, Secretary 
5112 Mac Arthur Blvd., Washington, D. C 

enclOSUBH' - 
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The objective of the Washington Hypnotic Guild, shall be 
to promote the research, study, understanding,.|use and 
practice of hypnosis in the Washington, D;. C., area-, '.for'^* 
the purpose of physical, intellectual and rnorai limprove- 
ment within the limits of non-medical training]!,'' ■ ; 

4 , ” ' 

All members of the Guira shall be guided by the followingj principles: 

1. To confine -the practice of hypnosis within indiyiduai-. and tech- 
nical capabilities 'and limitations. I 

2 . To confine! the piractice of hypnosis to the best interest of the 

sub j ect. -T / _ 

; y '3; 'To.remove kn^4uggestion tliat may be detrinient'ai to1;he subject. 

4. Never to remove or attempt to remove pain, illness or symptoms 

of emotional disturliance unless within capacity of understanding or 
while working with'.a .medical doctor x_- / 

5. Never to attempt hypnosis with persons who are feeble-minded, 

epileptic or possessed, of a weak heart, - • 

6. Never to engage in any form 6f stage hypnosis or become a party ; 

to it for the sole purpose of entertainment.' - . ■ > 
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Office M-etn^Adutn • ^nited si^jes governme&t 


Mr. A, H. Belmont 


FROM : w, C. Sull 





DATE: November 27, 1959 


ToIsqIU— 
Belnfcnt . 

McGuire . 

Mohr 

Parsons 




■/Trotter ■ 
-S/.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 


Parsons _ 

SUBJECT: REVEREND FATHER WILLIAMGOR MLEY ^ 

J3Mi®|ACEAXHERS.JHOKSEp^^ 

3901 HAREWOOD ROAD, N.E. 

V^^fflNGTpr^,,,,,D,,™C*««^^ ^ 

Information concerning (central research mIvtterA 

Father Gormley was referred to me by Congressman Philip J. Philbin, 
Third District of Malssachusetts, to whom he is related. Fatjiier Gormley is 
engaged in preparing a scholarly work on the medical uses o rhypnosis. A 
brief portion of this study will include the use of hypnosis in dealing with 
criminals by ikw enforcement agencies. 

\ 

Father Gormley telephonically contacted me and asked if the FBI had 
any public source material which might be worth his consideration. I informed 
Father Gormley that there was nothing that we could give him from our files. 

He said he understood this fully and had in mind only ma|e rial which was already 
known to the public. I referred Father Gormley to the following: Handwriting 
and Forgery Under Hsrpnosis by George J. Lacy;, an article for the Northwestern 
University Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology and Police Science by 
Sheldon S. Levy, New York County Assistant District Attorney; Hypnotism 
and Crime Detection b y Edward A. Dieckmann; and Rebel Without a Cause by 
Robert Mitchell Lindner. / / 


I told Father Gormley that from an academic standpoint should he in ^ ^ I 
his research develop any interesting information, it would be appreciated if | Q 
he would call it to my attention. He said he would be glad to do so. Father ^ 
Gormley explained to me that he has been interviewing a niunber of psychiatrists 
in order to ascertain from them their views and to secure any' pertinent ejqperience'^ 
which they may have had concerning the rehabilitation of criminals through the 
use of hypnosis as a form of therapy from a psycho-analytical point of view. 

RECOMMENDATION: ' ^ , 

'iS ^-^J9979^ /f)^ 

For your information and recording. ^ ^ ^ 


WCS:lmm|»^ 

(4) 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Section tickler 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
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April 14, 1961 


^ 'Tn 

ia/ B 


^ Le^ard I^ijffbwens 
gtiretaty 

rashilfigfon HYP_notic 

02 IffiAffiiur Boulevard,, Northwest 

D. C. 


l]^.ar Mig Owens: 

r '( ofe 

have received your letter of April 8, with . 
eii^feiarl^' extending an Invitation for me to attend the 
s^^osiiq^ being sponsored by your organization on April 17. 

-'tf. 

^ While I do wish I could give you a favorable 

nei^, regret to advise you that it will not be possible for me 
to %cce|^ue to a previous official commitment for that date. 
p]^se accept my thanks for your thoughtfulness and for your 
generous'^emarks and good wishes. 

Sincerely yours. 


»h £dgar Hoover’ 


Maiued; 31] 

ApRliS^ 

COMM-FBI 


Mohr_£ 

Belmont 

Callahan — 
Conrad ___jL 
DeLoach___5 

Evans 

Malone % 
Rosen 

Tavel ^ 

Trotter ^ 

W.C. Sullivpn . 

G(3 ®jOj' 


NOTE : Bufiles contain nothing derogatory concerning Pv^its with whom there 
/ ha?s%deh;liMited prior correspondence. His enclosur^^ consisted of three 
tickets to the event for which he extended invitation. 'liVith^refe^phce to 
, Mr. Parsons’ noted' on the incoming, Dr. F. Regi^sRisen^an'^ the 

in^dividual who was responsible i|prjbringing ,Pet|^ Hurkos^t^ the Jackson 
j^s^^ase. It will Be f-fefcalled that tne'*latter^indm''dual was throne who claimed 
he could solve this .case by means of extras ensory^ea?^^tion. 

n TEI ETYPE Uf IT I I ^ 






HERMAN J. LICHTY, Presideni. 


RICHARD EATON, Vico-PresJdent 


^ LEONARD K. OWENS, Secretory 

5112 MacArthur Blvd, N. 
WOodley 6-7480 


[One inc. 


of WASF 


Tolson... 


[f. Bennont- 
Ir. C'ailaliim 
fr. Cciirai^- 


April 8, 1961. 


Hon J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 

city (5 


)/ 


Mr. Malom? — 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tave! 

Mr. Trotter—., 
Mr. W.C.S^ 

Mr. Ingram.X 


iy, S Miss Gandy 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


14 v| 


Again, this year we find ourselves sponsoring an exc^lent 
speaker on: the subject of hymj^sis and crime. This time 
our speaker is Dr. F» Regis J ^senman, who will speak on the 
subject of, ’*Def^t'ibrr~ 0 'f~-CT^me“Through Hypnosis, ” which I 

thougl^ would be of interest' to you. I ~ am in-hopes th at 

Mr. Leonard Viner will also be’ present; 

As I recall, last year you were attending a meeting out 6f 
'town, according to your letter, at the last meeting this 
subject was taken up at a Guild Meeting. I hope that time 
will permit you to attend this one, which I am sure you will 
enjoy. 

May I wish you every success in your work and thai k God the 
Americana have a man dedicated to his work, such as you as _ 
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 




'I® ' 


ifUfi 


LKO/jg 




Leonard K. Oweim^^ 

se c^t a vjyZ'Sn &L 
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HON I EDGAR HOOVER 


WASHINGTON HYPNOTIC GUILD, INC. 

cordially invites you to attend a 
Symposium on Extrasensory Perception by 


DR. F. REGIS 


ST. ELIZABETHS HOSPITAL 
\vaSHINGTON,;D.vC’ 


Detection of Crimes Through Hypnosis '' J 

ADAMS ROOM, SHERATON-PARK HOTEL " 

Main Floor (OH Lobby) 

CONNECTICUT AVENUE AND WOODLEY ROAD, N. W. ^ 

Monday, April 17, 1961—8 P. M, 





April 4, 1963 


Your letter of March 28th has been received and 
I appreciate the thought prompting you to write. 

With regard to your inquiry, as a matter of policy, 

1 am unable to be of assistance to you. Since the ccoitents of your 
communication may be of interest to another governmental agency, 
I am referring a copy of it to The Honorable, The Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfeire, Washington, D. C. 


“n 

OD 
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o 
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o 
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o 
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Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 

A copy of the incoming is being referred to the Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare by form. 
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TRUE COPY 



J. Edger Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Headquarters 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

o 

Since 1958 I have done research o n Hypnotism. Books 
on this matter can be purchased anywhere in the U7' S. There has been 
a great raise in crime, connected to this. 

Throughout the U. S. Teenagers are using it at party’s 
arid doing severe damage to each other. Mentally and Sexually. Some 
State laws must be passed. In England, it is controlled by the state, or 
Federal Government. 


/ 


If you will recall. Those two men from the National 
Security Agency were using it. The ones that defected to Russia. 

Russia has done a lot of research on this matter. I 
believe it, has been used in their space e3q)lotations. If insanity can 
be induced by it, it can be cured also. A great field of research is 
needed. It is no joking matter. 

I have heard 90% of Russias, career Army men, use it 
in place of medicine on combat. They use Self-Hypnosis. 

In the East it is widely used, like in India. These people 
are no fools and I think it is time we did something about it. The Navy 
and Army are experimenting with sleep and learn techniques, which is 
a form of hypnosis I think and know, we need a crash program, and ^ iL 
fast. 

^*2? Will you help? , I 

lyitM ■■ ''p" 5 190 / 
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27, 


December 24, 1963 


Dear Mr. Dennis: 

h- 

_ I have received your letter of December 18th and 

I want to thank you for bringing your proposal to my attention. 

You may be assured that you wUl be contacted in the event anything 
is desired of you in this inatteivin the future. 

, Sincerely yours, 


Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Casper 

Callahan 

Conrad S 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel __ 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy _____ 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


b7C P 


NOTE: We had prior co^espondence with who wrote to 

the Director in ^4MMrl962, concerning "lastssr and maser" 
^^ctronic devices. This letter was discussed with the Laboratory 
l5ivision. , 


:sls^ 


DTP: 

(3) 





P'W 




e- 


ifi ll 52 




MAIL room! 1 TELETYPE UNIT I 


REC'D-RE&DIMG ROOM 



BOYD 




[EoSaoc^rndddD^mS 0!)Qo.T(R[](iD[pnm(P.DO!l.ssc UnacF’r. 





December 18, 1963 ’’ ,.bi 2 

37^ '" GRANDVItVX/ HEIGHTS 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION \ oes s-oines ,7, lOW, 

Washington 25, D.O. \J 

Att: J. Edgar Hoover 

Dear Sir: 

Our previous correspondence brought to yOur attention the 
utilisation of the laser/maser concept for remote auditing. 

'Your Bureau r^zelFe^d” this , then passed the rfaiter on • , .* 

:: Department of Defense (as touched ^Pon ^ yoj^apenti^^^t^^ 

- me in- the Central -mbster Gonmunity ^HtgU^-Sviioul^)-, ~ 

some publicitv was given to use of this or similar method, in 
. Shearing- the generators --through -vmlls^f fac4ome-s or - - 

generating plants in Cuba. 

Thi's letter touches upon a natter quite apart from our previous 
correspondence . 

.While working with attitudinal irregulars over the years, we have, 
of course, considered hypnosis. Previously, we had discounted 
this ^jstem in-as~much as school children are much harder to put 
unde'r^hypnosis than are adults. 

Recentlv however, lohile doing some ground work for submission of 
a resort’ to the President * s Commi^te on Juvenile Delinquency, we 
IfrrfsponTef lith proaucers 

Charges around the eyes, place the individual in a condition of 
dormalcy (electronicallv-induced sleep). 

Our CO rrespondejic-eu-tndi cates that dormaJcy and hypnosis 
' ■and the same. In other words, it is ncm^ possible ta p^e- a 
f 'recalcitrant individual" under a hypnosis-like condition, ^ 

-^ Our S&rrespondence with Br. Robert ^ 

us that no legis-lurtmi cu-rrerLtzfy- exis os relative pets 

under ‘dormalcy. ' 

Accordingly. « suggeet to you = ftc!; 

as a means toward obtaining answers (as against truth serums, ^ 

when such answers are found to be necessary. ^2# 3^ O 

^"wordless” betrayals do not seem to be include d when 
^previously wills himself against r^lationj^ \ 


we would be glad to correspond mJ 
may ne interested. • / 

Yours truly, . . 

WMD:rd . N 
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Oelober 20, 1964 
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Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

DeLoach 

Casper 

Callahan 

Conrad 

Evans 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room^ 

Holmes 3 

Gandy ■ 


Thank you lor your loiter of October 15th 
enclosing a copy of your article dealing with the use of h 3 npno 8 is 
for antisocial purposes. Your thoughtfulness in sendii^ this data 
to us is indeed appreciated. 

Sincerely yours ^ 

■“Hi, 

m 

NOTE: Bufiles reveal no derogatory information identifiableimth 


i^adr 


NOTE: Bufiles reveal no derogatory information identifiablen^ttil I 

who wrote us in i I 

requesting information on the use of hypnosis by criminals. was 
acknowledged by letter dated 8-20-59 advising him that this BugeaiOad-no 
statistics or records of the type he requested. A review of | Ip aper^ 

reveals no reference to the Director or the FBI. It is a study on the'^^subject v 
of hypnotism and how it can be used in an antisocial manner by criminals or \ 
other individuals interested in committing criminal acts through the use of a V 
person that is hypnotized. 
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October 15, 1964. 


Director of Research 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25^ D., C. 


Dear Sir: 

Attached you will find an article I drafted as 
a requirement for graduation at ''Harvard Law School, It 
deals with the use of^hypnosls for antisocial purposes. 


I hope that It will be helpful to you and your 
organization. 

You may keep the copy enclosed. 


Very truly yours. 
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Mardh 23, 1935 
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Belmont _ 

Mohr 

DeLoach . 
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Callahan . 
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Felt 

Gale 


Dr . George B. Estabro<^ 
Apartment 3, Bnit G 
Sylvan Glen 

S^te University College 
Oswego, New York 13126 

Dear Dr« Estabrcmks: 


I received your letter (4 March 16th, with 
enclosure, and I want to thank you for thinking oi this Bureau 
in connection with the third Symposium on Hypnosis. 

While I certainly understand your interest in 
this field, 1 regret that the pressure of our official duties 
precludes my designating one of my associates to participate. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovot' 




1 -"^li^sure , . , . j- 

NO^E: 1959V correspondent came to the Bureau. and spoke to a 

repf^sert^ivdSD^he Laboratory relative to the use of hypnosis & juvenile 
delinquent He" planned to hypnotize a number of juvenile ^oys /^th pafental 
consent ana give them posthypnotic suggestions in an efforCto assist them. 

In addition to medical men who were joining him in the project, he wanted 
a representative of the FBI to "give prestige to his project. "He was very 
straightforward and sincere. It was panted out to him that this concerned 
men in the medical field rather than in law enforcement. Subsequent to 
his departure, it was recommended and approved that a letter be directed 
to him declining to furnish an FBI representative as a consultant. 
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Mr, J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C, 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 


I e^iclose puhllclty material covering the third Symposium 
oiy Hypnosis which I have organized. While you did not 
see your way clear to have a representative at the first 
two gatherings, may I point out that much has happened 
in recent years which may have made representation more 
advisable in your opinion. 


Conrad— 

ilr. Fslt. 

Vir. Gale- 

Vlr. Kcsen 

VIr. 

Air. Tavfl 

Mr. TvoUer- 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Hornies- 
Miss Gandy- 



CD 


For example, there has been considerable work .'done in the 
field of Juvenile delinquency with some very excellent 
reports coming. in. Father Higgins, who will He present to 
on the panel of this third symposium, has done 'excelient 
work in this field. I have done a certain amount-myseTfT 
I will also publish very shortly an article, "Hypnosis 
in Integrative Motivation", representing work with under- 
achieving men. Results here have been very satisfactory. 
Further more, on this particular symposium, we will have 
a workshop preceding the symposium proper for three days, 
where anyone may get a first-hand view of the actual | 
working of hypnosis in the medical, dental and psychological 
areas before passing on to the theoretical and experimental 
papers of the symposium proper. 

In brief, sir, I am asking you to reconsider your decision 
concerning the past two symposia and have a representative 
present at this. I assure you we will do everything in 
our power to answer the inevitable questions. 




—■ST 







Sincerely yours, 

G, H, Esta brook s RtC- 
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WORKSHOP^LINICAL HYPNOSIS AND PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Restricted to Dentists, Physicians and Psychologists 

July 7, 8, 9 (Wednesday, Thursday and Friday) Preceding 3rd Symposium 

The Basic Section will introduce Clinical Hypnosis to the novice, and will also serve as a review, and a means for in- 
creased learning for those with some previous training. 

The Basic Course win consist of lectures covering Patient Psychology, Doctor-Patient Relationship, Brief History, 
Theories, Psychological Principles, Phenomena, Uses for Hypnosis, Case Histories. There will be induction demonstra- 
tions annd supervised practice sessions. 

The Advanced Course is offered to those who have had prerdous training and experience in hypnosis, but who wish 
to broaden their knowledge and understanding of this modality through the medium of research findings, case history 
presentations, demonstrations and discussions of problem clinical cases. 

The faculty are all widely experienced teachers, and will include Donald Coulton, M.D., Bangor, Maine; Milton Erick- 
son, M.D., Phoenix, Arizona; George Estabrooks, Ph.D., State University College, Oswego, N. Y., Seymour Hersch- 
man, M.D., University of Illinois; Rev. J. J. Higgins, A.B., A.M., S.T.L. (East St. Louis, 111.) ; Lewis Jacobs, M.D., 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; Robert E. Pearson, M.D., Boyne City, Michigan; Berthat Rodger, M.D., Ridgewood, N. J.; 
Irving Sector, D.M.D., University Chicago; Henry Spiegel, M.D.; Lawrence M. Staples, D.M.D., Boston, Mass.; 
Kay Thompson, D.D.S., Pittsburgh, Pa.; Alexander Yanovski, M.D., Philadelphia. 

“ ’ Register below or for'further Information write; ' 

Director: Hypnosis 

State University College, Oswego, New York 13126 


July 10, 11 (Sat., Sun.) Hypnosis Symposium III 

The following are currently scheduled to present papers, 

W. E. Edmonston, Jr., Ph.D. (Colgate University) 

Milton H. Erickson, M.D. (Phoenix, Arizona) 

G. H. Estabrooks, Ph.D. (State University College, 
Oswego, New York) 

Fredericka F. Freytag, M.D. (Dayton, Ohio) 

Rev. J. J. Higgins, Ab. Am. S.T.L. (East St. Louis, III.) 


"Motivation of Human Potentials” 

which will be followed by discussions : ' • 

Robert E. Pearson, M.D. (Boyne City, Michigan) 
Herbert Spiegel, M.D. (New York, New York) 

Kay Thompson, D.D.S. (Pittsburgh, Penn.) 

Alexander Yanovski, M.D.D.Sc. (Philadelphia, Penn.) 
Hudson Hoagland, Ph.D. (Shrewsbury, Mass.) 


Symposium opens Friday Evening, July 9, 8:00 p.m. with an address by Hudson Hoagland, "Potentialities in the Con- 
trol of Behavior.” 


REGISTRATION ,FOpf 


Date 

Director: Hypnosis Symposium — July 10, 11 

S.U.C.O., Oswego, New York 

Workshop, July 7, 8, 9 Registration Fee — $50.00 (D.D.S., M.D., Ph.D.) 

Basic — Advanced , $25.00 (full time students, teachers, interns) 

Registration Fee — $50.00 , , , 

Registration for both workshop' and symposium — $75.00. Registration restricted to physicians, dentists, and psychol- 
ogists. Please reserve accommodations for ( ) . Interested, keep informed ( ) . Make checks payable to College 

Development Association, S.U.C.O., Oswego, New York. 

For more detailed information, see reverse side of folder. 

Name Address 

ENCLQSUBe 



t 



Motivation of Human Potentialities 

Symposium No. 1 Current Problems and Sym- 
posium No. 2 Frontiers of Application were held at 
Colgate University, Hamilton, New York. The direc- 
tor, G. H. Estabrooks, has retired from Colgate under 
the age limitation and is now visiting professor at the 
State University College at Oswego. Hence, the 
change in location. This present Symposium, "Moti- 
vation of Human Potentialities,” will be preceded by 
a workshop and both will be sponsored by the Amer- 
ican Society of Clinical Hypnosis as well as by State 
University College at Oswego. Drs. G. H. Esta- 
brooks and Frederick Ratzeburg, Psychology Depart- 
ment, are acting as Co-directors. 

Oswego is thirty miles north of Syracuse on Lake 
Ontario and is a delightful place for a vacation in 
July with golfing, bathing, and boating. Niagara 
Falls is to the west, Thousand Islands to the North. 
The college, with a student body of over 3,500 offers 
excellent convention facilities. Registrants will be 
accommodated in Residence Halls or can request reser- 
vations at the Thomas Motor Lodge adjacent to the 
Campus. Please note that the registration fee does 
not include room or board. 

If you wish further information, indicate this fact 
on the registration form. Titles of papers, details on 
housing, travel, facilities, recreation, etc. will be 
furnished on a personal basis to all registrants and to 
those interested in the workshop, die symposium, or 
both. 
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Your letter of Ot^ber 10th has beea received. 

Although I would like to be of assistance, we have 
no material.,regardiQg hypnosis availsj^ie for distribution. Yon 
may, howeveit*V wish to refer to the Aspects of 

Hypnosis, ” written by Dr. William J. Bryan, Jr. , and pnblished 
by Charles C. Thomas, J?’. / a*, 301 East Lawrence Avenue, 

Springfield, Illinois 62703. This book does cover previous 
court decisions regarding hypiosis aind some acbml case experience. 


wailed 11 -j Sincerely yours, 

0CT171966 

J. Edgar loosil 

Jbhn E<^ar Hoover 
Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
A cursory review of the book to which correspondent referred 
shows two references to the Burhau; however, the author does not 
indicate that the FBI has an excellent knowledge of hypnosis. The 
above reply was discussed with the Laboratory. 
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10 - 10-66 


Gentlemen: ^ 

^ I am currently reading George H. Estajjrooks* 

’’Hypnotism" and reference is made to the F. B. I. regarding 
your excellent knowledge of hypnosis. As a student at the 
University o^ridgeport, I am composing a term paper on 
this subject^5^pnosis) and would appreciate your cooperation 
by sending me any pertinent literature on the subject, 
specifically your role with regard to hypnosis, cases dealing 
with hypnosis where you were obliged to investigate, etc. 


In advance, thank you. 


Sincerely, 
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NEWMAN 
333 Sfanwich Road 
Greenwich, Connecticut 



February 27, 1967 





Your letter of February 20th has been received. 

Althoi:^ I would like to be of assistance, we have 
no m^erial concerning hypiotlsm for distribution. You may, how 
ever, wish to refer to the book, "Legal Aspects of Hypnosis," by 
Dr. WiUiam J. Bryan, Jr., and published by Charles C. Thomas, 
301 East Lawrence Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62703. This bpc* 
does cover previCHis court decisions regarding liypnosis and some 
actual case es^eri€®ce. A copy of it may be available in your 
l:odalolibEair'y::ai library. 


WtAlLEP .O' 

FP,B mi 

p OMM.-FBI 


^cerely yours, 

81 E(lgar Rososs 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 





i.- '.‘.V. 

NOTE: The above reply was discussed with the Laboratory for an 
outgoing letter in October of 1966. y. 
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February 20, 1967 


Gentlemen, 

I'm a sophomore in h^h school. For my 
final speech in speech class I chos envpnotism a s my 
subject. In my research on this topic I’ve come across 
some suggestions to use it in crime detection. Some 
authors seem to think this could be as useful as the lie 
dectector. I would appreciate any information you could 
send me in reference to this topic. 
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Dep. AD Inv. 

Asst. Dir.: V', 

Admin. 

' Comp. Syst. 
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Files & Com. 

Gen. Inv. 

Ident. A 
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Intell. 
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Plan. 

Spec. Inv. 

Training 

Legal Coun. 

Telephone Rrril 

Director Sec'y 


Lofat, Bonn 
Director, FBI 


3/15/74 







On 3/11/74, captioned individual telephonically contacted the 
Bureau to request an appointment to talk to a Special Agent. An appoint- 
ment was arranged and ] t iater appeared in person with a sheafloM 

papers which he desired to have the Bmpeau retain and study as background 
information regarding his hypothesis flfat the human mind can be manipu- 
lated through hypnosis, micro-wave add ultra-short-wave radio on the body. 

|fum^shed l^ree letters of reference from prominent 

German professors and advised that he is employed .by a computer company 
in Cologne, is unmarried and spent one year in the United States at Hopkins, 
Minnesota, as an exchange student about 20 years ago. He said he was ^ 
spending three weeks in the United States and was bxingii^ his files to the i 
attention of the FBI' as he felt that the Bureau was the premier law enforce- 
ment agency in the world. T. 


I J spent some time explaining his theoriesCbut said they /a 

were all documented in the material he was leaving which included a copy 
of his published book, ’’Mechanismen Der Manipulation. ” | l explained | 

.ttiat he has been interested in mind manipulation for many years and advised I 
tiiat when he attended the Free University in BerHh he was a student actlvisj-i 
for liberal causes but J^§?^ways been anticommunist. He continued that ’ I 
since the publication of nS^ook in 1970 he has felt that because of his past I / 
student activities and the appearance of his book,^e is the subjeafaefi minfl Zmtm 
manij^ation by the Soviets. ^ //f 

:: , MAY 21 1974 

' ■ , A portion of I [ material makes reference to a new s 

aj^ttcle which received wide dissemination in B4ay, 1972, to the eflecl that 
the Russians had used micro -waves against the American Embassy in 
Moscow in order to cause psychological damage to the American ^plomats. 
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Lett er to Bonn 
Re ; I 


Another r^erence is. made to | l and his book, "The 

Gulag Archipelago, " wherein he states that absO^lutely reliable |s the report 
that the NKWD maintained a school for hypnotists in the 30*s. 

I [ continued that Ms purpose in leaving this material with 

the Bureau was to have the appropriate persons read over and digest It, 
thereby, bMng In a position to counteract it and be able to tell o^ers.l»w 
to counteract li. The material consists of four folders lal^le^ follows: 
Background MoiTifiatlon, Bis^rlmental Mvestlgation, Referenfjs', Publlca- 
tions. Also hicluded, as mentioned above, was a copy of Ms filbk. ^ 

[ asked the interviewing Agent if he could be reinterviewed 
after tMs material was Mgested. He vms advised that this wmild probably not 
be possible as he was leaving Washington within three days and It was not felt 
that this material could be digested by the appropriate people in that short 
period of time. It is fblt thM he may at some time contact the American 
Embassy In Bonn. 

Bufiles contain no information coneentingj 


NOTE: Although Schmitz feels that he is the subject of psychological attack 
by the Soviets, he is extremely well spoken, speaks fluent English and does 
not give the impression of being aberrant. Although the data he left seems 
to be quite technical, SA Ralph W. Engelraeier, in reviewing it, feels that 
it may be worthy of review by both the Laboratory and Intelligence Divisions 
in view of the fact that Schapitz has apparently gone to considerable trouble 
to compile information in this field into three of the folders which he furnished. 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


y W^mp sis vs. Truthfu l^ss 

r Regarding Ihe^tory, "Russo Hypnotized” 
(March 17) 

May I, as the result of over 35 years of 
experience with hypnosis, emphasize that nl 
Person's statements made while hypnotized 

Mve no more validity than those made fT 
so-called nonhypnotic levels. 

In other words, the credibility of an 
individual's testimony under hypnosis can 
be challenged inasmuch as a person can 
distort the tiuth under hypnosis. Thus, an 
individual may develop "screen" memories 
where he "misremembers " t 

However, hypnosis often can result in ^ 
better lecall of mnemonic material because 
of the associated relaxation, concentration 
and greater objectivity 
Experts can tell whether a person is lying 
while under hypnosis only through a more I 
sophisticated method such as a polygraph 
which scientifically measures psychological 
and physiological responses / 

WILLIAM S ^ROGER, M D 1 
ISfecutive director 
Institu te for Comprehensiv e Medicin e 
' BevSfiy Hills 
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Edn.on Home 


Nick B. Williams 
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May 6, 1976 





Mrs. Beryl itT^ilvenBan 
Executive Direc tor 
International Socie ty for 
/Professional JH^ypnosis 
213 Monroe St4^5gt 







^oonton, Vi&a Jerj^y 07005 


i)Cl> 


Silveroan: 


Thai^ you for your letter of April 2Sth, witli 
enclostires^ and for your kind offer of assistance. 


The FBI has previously utilized hypnosis;^as ^ 
investigative aid and we will certainly keep yo^^off^ 
in mind in the future. i*u! 


L. 


mailed 6 

MAY -6 1976 

FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

'C. M. Kelley 




Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


1 - New York - Enclosiure 
1 - Mr. Gallagher - Enclosure 
Attention: Mr. B. H. Cooke 


NOTE: Based on available information, correspondent and her 
D^Onnization were not identifiable in Bufiles. Response was 
coordinated with General Investigative Division. 
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SOCIETY FOR 
PROFESSIONAL 
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Reply To: 


Executiv 


April 28, 1976 


218 Moni 


Comp. Syst. 
Ext. Affai rs 
Gen. Inv. 
Ident. 


inspection 
Intell 


Laboratory 


Boonton, Ne% 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Pennsylvania Avenue at Ninth, N.W< 
Washington , D . C . 2 0 B 3 5 



Legal Coun. 

Plan. & Evoi. j 

Rec. Mgnt. 

Spec. Inv. 


Training 


Telephone Rm. | 

Director Sec’y . 


Dear Sir: 


We are an organization of practicing hypnotists with member 
ship throughout the United States, Canada and a ntimber of 
foreign countries. 



<o 


In view of the increasing use of hypnosis/ ^ in investigatory 
matters, we would like to offer the services of our members 
to aid the Bureau in whatever way we can. We would draw 
upon our membership files to refer to you qualified members 
• o f - -prof e s s i on a-l-'-o r ■ -ce r tl-f i ed^-s t'andd-ng -in- what eve r -lo c a-l-i t-y — 
they may be needed and this office v;ould also be happy to 
serve in an advisory capacity whenever called upon. 





To acquaint you with our organization and the standards we 
demand of our members, we are enclosing copies of our 
Constitution and Code of Ethics, our membership application 
and details of our Apprenticeship and Certification Programs. 

We are also enclosing several coppes of our quarterly Journal. 

ffic ii2u.a-3f?7f ' 

Naturally, we do not know your policies tovrard hypnosis. 
However, we call your attention to the fact that it has been 
used extensively in local police departments in many areas 
of the country and has been particularly effective in enabling 
witnesses to recall otherwise forgotten details and, therefore, 
aid immeasurably in the subsequent investigations. In several 
cases, the use of hypnosis has been instrumental in determining 
guilt or innocence, and the conclusions drawn have been backed 
up by further investigation. It has also proven valuable as 

an adjunct to the polygraph it is difficult to "beat" both 

modalities at the same time. 




ase feel free to call upon us at any time. 



.^y,;Beryl A. Silverman, Executive Director 

TERN^IXQNAL^aOCXEJ’Y FOR PROFESSIONAL HYPNOSIS 
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1 1 6 E ASX, |;HIRTY. SEVENTH STREET 


• NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN* 

Memorandum 
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UNITED STATES GC5vERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
-m ^ , FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


TO : THE DIRECTOR 


date: 6/20/78 


FROM : J. B. ADAMS 


subject;^BL.USE QF|HYPNOSIS^_ili 
'OTestigAt^e-aid-=^ 


Dep! AD Iny.' ' 

Asst. Dir.: ■ g., / 
Adm. Servs. 

Crim. Inv. 

Ident. 

Intell. 

Laboratory 

Legal Coun. 

Plan. & Insp. ^ 

Rec. Mgnt. 

Tech. Servs. 

Public Af^Off. _ 

Telephone Rm. 

Director's Sec'jr 




By memorandum 6/14/78 Mr, Joseph submitted a 
memorandum to the Director as a briefing" paper on the use of hypnosis 
as an investigative aid. 

This memorandum set forth current policy which has been 
in existence since 12/11/68; also, that to date the Bureau has used 
hypnosis in excess of fifty cases. The memorandum indicated that the 
Training Division recently completed a seminar in Law Enforcement 
Hypnosis Technology for one Agent from each field office and since the 
number of Agents trained in hypnosis technology will be diminished througl? 
transfer, retirement and resignation, the Training Division proposes to | - , 
poll field offices to determine additional need and conduct at least one l 
additional basic seminar in hypnosis. Discussion of an advance seminar 
was also set forth. 

It would appear in view of the limited use of this technique 
that prior to further expansion of training in this area consideration 
should be given to utilizing the services of Agents from nearby offices. 

Such consideration should be given in conjunction with the responses 
from the various field offices, 
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San Antonio 



SUGGESTION j suggsst the Bureau purchase^j^-yj^‘ have available in each Field 

Division the following i tems for use : jg^po^ti^^ i n t e rvi e ws,:^ (l) Video 

Date Time Generator, cost unknowi; (2 )~T^icrophone" Mxer , cost ' unknown ; 
and (3) Identi Kit II, cost ^.$625.00 or available on lease, ' 

p .-'-r - . 


Current practice or rule (include manual caation as well as facts) VideO Date Time Generators and 

Microphone Mixers may be in use on a selective basis throughout the 
Bureau. The Facial Identification Catalog is utilized for composites. 

Advantages of suggestion and annual savings (include basis for estimate) 

The use of a Video Date Time Generator in recording hypnotic inter- 
views has the advantage of having a permanent image on all video tapes 
utilized so as to preclude questions that they have been tampered with. 

A rdcrophone' mixer would insure quality recording of all hypnotic inter- \ 
• views by allowing, more than one microphone to be utilized. The Identi 
Kit II, manufactured by The Identi-Kit Company(Smith & Wesson Law 
Enforcement Group), Santa Ana, California, would facilitate the building 
of a composite while a person is in hypnosis where no competent artist 
is available. I believe it would also be more accurate; timely; and ■<’ 
the Identi Kit II has the capability to project depth anddlimension, 

. ^ ■ V 

fl 

Disadvantages of suggestion ^ t x 

Cost of purchasing additional equipment and training 
an agent in the use of the Identi Kit II. 




(The use by the United States of my suggestion shall not form the basis 
assigns upon the United States. I understand that I will be considered 
within two years after submission.) *.' • * 

Mr. □ Mrs, a Miss I 

Recommendations and comments of Division Head Recommending has first-haiJ 

this field. Serious consideration should be giyjen to suggested equip: 
FBIHQ should consider overall field demand/cap^Uty and 
Each office will not need full capability. 

Equipment could be forwarded from FBIHQ ASAC 
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SUGGESTION BY SAN ANlONllQ) DIVISION TO PURCHASE VIDEO DATE TIME 
GENERAT0I5, MICROPHONE MIXEIE> AND FACIAL IDENTIFICATION KIT 
FOR UTILIZATION IN HYPNOSIS SESSIONS. 

ADDENDUM - TRAINING DIVISION - L^ton^ 8/ll/78 -t ._ 

/(? 

Training Division is cognizant of the inherent value 
of both the Video Date Time Generator and Microphone Mixer in 
the video taping of hypnosis sessions, and strongly endorses 
their utilization in the taping of future hypnosis sessions. 
Previous research by the Training Division indicates, however, 
that the procurement of additional Date Time Generators ($800 
permit) and Microphone Mixers ($145 per unit) is both 
prohibitive and unnecessary. Technical Services Division (TSD) 
presently has in excess of 50 Date Time Generators and a 
similar amount of Microphone Mixers which are available to the 
field on a need basis for specified periods of time. Due to 
the extensive prior planning necessary to conduct a hypnotic 
session under present Bureau policy, field offices have 
adequate time to request above-described equipment from the 
TSD. 


At the present time, the Training Division is 
experimenting with the Automatic Gain Circuit (AGC) and the 
Multiple Microphone Input bn the video cassette recorder (VCR) 
in an effort to achieve the optimum level of sound in the 
recording. If successful, this could alleviate the necessity 
to utilize a Microphone Mixer in ' future recordings. 

The Bureau is presently in possession of three 
Identification Kits, Model #2, which retail for $795 per kit. 
Two of these kits, however, were leased from the Smith and 
Wesson Company by the San Francisco Division, which Division, 
under Bureau authority, is conducting a 90-day evaluation 
program to ascertain future application of kits to Bureau 
investigative matters. Upon completion of the evaluation by 
the San Francisco Divisiohy the Bureau will be in a position 
to determine if it is cost-effective to purchase additional 
kits and distribute same to the field. Preliminary research 
also indicates that Bureau personnel must be trained in the 
use of this particular kit. 

Based on above factors, it is recommended that the 
field continue to request assistance from the Laboratory 
Division for assistance in the preparationc«T artist ' s composite 
in applicable hypnotic sessions. Laboratory Division has 
successfully assisted the field in previous hypnotic sessions 
and this service sho 
San Francisco study. 
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Tour suggestioii has been received that the FBI purchase 
and issue to each field oKice certain ^uipment to be used in some ioter^ 
views. You may be interested to know, a study is currently underway 
to determine if it would be cost effective to purchase Identikits and dis> 
tritnite them to the field. Also, the Technical Services Division presently 
has Date Time Generators and Microphone Mixers which are available 
to the field on a need basis for specified periods ol time. Therefore, no 
action is beii^ taken on your proposal. 


The interest you expressed by submittii^ your ideaTto me 
is indeed aiqpreeiated although, no action is being t^en in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

— 1 William H. Webster 
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Federal Bureau of Investigatj^ ^ ^ 
San Antonio, Texas 


NOTE: Suggests the Bureau purchase and have available>in each field office 
the following items for use in hypnotic interviews: (1) Video Date 
Time Generator, cost unknown; (2) Microphone Mixer, cost unknown; and 
(3) Identi Kit II, cost $625 or available on lease. The Training Division 
advises the Technical Services Division presently has in excess of 50 
Date Time Generators and a similar amount of Microphone Mixers which are 
available to the field on a need basis for specified periods of time. Due to the 
extensive prior planning necessary to conduct a hypnotic session under the 
present Bureau policy, field offices have adequate time to request above - 
described equipment from Technical Services. At the present time. Training 
Division is experimenting with the Automatic Gain Circuit and the Multiple 
Microphone Input on the video cassette recorder in an effort to achieve the 
optimum level of sound in the recording. If successful, this could alleviate 
the necessity to utilize a Microphone Mixer in future recordings. The 
Bureau is presently in possession of three Identification Kits, Model #2. 

Two of these were leased by the San Francisco Office where a 90 -day evaluation 
is being conducted. Upon completion of the evaluation, the Bureau will be in 
a position to determine if it is cost effective to purchase additional kits 
and distribute same to the field. Based on the above factors, it is recom- 
mended that this suggestion not be adopted. Views attached. 
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subject: ENFORCEMENT USE OF HYPNOSIS 


date: 10/3/78 




Assoc. Dir. 

Dep. AD Adm. _ 

Dep. AD Jnv. 

Asst. Dir.: 

Adm. Servs. 

Crim. lov. 

Ident. 
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Laboratory 

Legal Coun. 

Plan. & Insp. 
Rec. Mgnt. t 

Tra^jfm^^a^ 
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k Reference is made to U.S, Department of Justice 
memorandum to all U.S, Attorneys dated 12/11/68, 

^d "The Use of Hypnosis in Interrogation of Witnesses," 
a copy of which is attached. 

PURPOSE I To request that the attached memorandum be forwarded 
to the Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, USDJ, 

RECOMMENDATION ; That the attached memorandum be approved and 
forwarded to the Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, 
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DETAILS ; The referenced memorandum sets forth the guidelines 
for use of hypnosis in interrogation of willing witnesses or 
victims of crimes. The Bureau^s policy is in keeping with 
the Department’s. However, it is noted that on page three (3), 
paragraph three (3), the fourth item mentions that the inter- 
view made when the witness is under hypnosis should be 

"recordec^^d ^ 39 / 79 ^-^^ 

Since 1968, the Trantier of cases wherein hypnosis is 
utilized has increased. Further, the Bureau's policy sets 
forth that all interviews ^ will be taped, with the preferred 
method to be video tape. Most hypnosis sessions are several 
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hours long. Transcribing these sessions would require a 
great drain on manpower, with no guarantee of accuracy. 
Further, the newer methods of video taping and audio taping 
are quite clear and are the evidence of the session. 
Accordingly, it is being requested that the term "and 
transcribed" be deleted from the Department's policy. 
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Crirainal Division aovsninniEa^ 

Director, FBI- 


LAW ENFOECEMSIT USE OF HYPNOSIS 


October 4, 1978 


Reference is niade to Department of Justice M^orandum 
Number 605, dated December 11, 1968, captioned ”The Use of 
H 5 rpnosis in Interrogation of Witnesses,” (copy attached). 

The referenced monorandum sets forth Departmental 
guidelines to the U.S. Attorneys for the use of h 3 rpnosis in 
interviews of witnesses or victims of crimes. The memorandxan 
is signed by Fred M. Vinson, Jr,, then Assistant Attorney 
General, Criminal Division, 

The FBl*s policy concerning the use of hypnosis in 
investigation falls well within the guidelines set forth in 
Monorandum 605, Hpwever, on page three (3), paragraph threa ,..^ — . 
(3)p the fourth item of policy includes the statdaent thay^ 
-he be -Vocordea transcribed." 

The number of select cases where hypnosis is used 
las risen recently as the knowledge of its success has spread, 
-■^rther, the FBI policy is that each interview must |te taped in 
Eyts entirety, with video taping the preferred method. 
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t Hypnosis sessions often last several hours, and a 

anscript of such a session could be quite lengthy', and have 
guarantee of acctnracy. Additionally, providing transcripts 
requires a large drain >on manpower, / ^ ^ // O 
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In view of the^bove, and xn li^t of the fact that/ 
recording techniques have improved greatly since 1968, it is 
requested^hat \he words ”and transcribed” be delefaad f rom ^ 
the Dep^tment* impolicy, ^ 
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Memo No: 605 


; ALL UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS 


SUBJECT : The Use of Hypnosis in Interrogation of Witnesses 


Through experiments, and actual practice it has 
been demonstrated that in certain limited cases, the use 
of hypnosis can-be' an aid in the investigative process. 
Witnesses of cidmes have been able to recall certain 
facets of the crime idiile in a hypnotic state which they 
could not remember in the normal state. Hypnosis has also 
been effectively used to restore the memory o f witnesses v/ho. 
have experienced a mental blackout concerning the ev^ts of 
the crime. . 


Although hypnosis may be of value In the investigative 
process in certain cases, it is subject to serious objections 
and should be used only on rare occasions . The information 
obtained from a person while in a hypnotic trance cannot be 
assumed to be accurate. If a witness at the time of the crime 
mistakes the color of the get-away car as blue when in fact it 
was black, he will still state the color of the car as blue viien 
questioned under hypnosis. . In addition, it has been shown that 
a person under hypnosis, lacking real facts, may iiallucinate or 
otherwise contrive or invent infonna t-i on. Also, because of the 
deep seated motive of self-preservation, it is possible for a 
person to lie even while in a hypnotic state. Therefore, any 
information obtained by the use of hypnosis must be thoroughly 
checked as to its ultimate accuracy and corroborated if possible. 

The recent case Harding v. State , decided in the Maryland 
Court of Special Appeals on October 9, 196^ illustrates the narrow 
sort of situation in which hypnosis may be effectively used. In 
that case, defendant was charged with intent to rape and assault 
with intent to murder. The prosecutrix met 'defendant and another 
man and woman in a bar. During the course of the evening the 
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defendant became angry >ri.th the prosecutrix for her refusal to 
^ ha_ye. sexual relations with him §nd eventually shot her. Defendant 

forced the other man to drive to an isolated area v;here the 

■“ defendant dumped' th'e iijoman on the side of the road. The . 

next morning the woman was found lying two or three. miles from 
the spot ^iThere she had been left. She v;as in a state of shock. 

At the time of initial questior*ing, the woman was not able to say 
vdiat had happened to her after she had been shot. V/hile under 
hypnosis j however, and without prompting, she was able to 
recall that the defendant had returned to the scene and 
assaulted her. After she was brought out of hypnosis, she 
continued to remember the events, and was able to testify 
about them at trial. The court upheld the admission of her 
testimony, even though her memory had been unl ocked through 
the use of hypnosis. 

With the above limitations kept in mind, the following 
^ polic y^hould be established with regard to the use of hypnosis in 
interrogation procedures, first, because of the difficid.t 
problems involved, hypnosis should never, be .used on a 
/)b suspect of a crime. In most cases, a suspect will probably 
refuse to submit to hypnosis; however, if he thinks he is , 
clever enough, he may try to fake the hypnotic state and 
turn the interrogation to his advantage. In so far as legal 
problems are involved, there is serious question as to 
what use, if any, can be made of information obtained from 
a suspect vjhile he was xmder hypnosis. In general, courts 
will not admit into evidence any statements obtained by ■ 
the pTn.^pr.ntinn (fmm thp defendant while in a hypnotic state. 

People V. Ebanks , 11? Cal. 6^2, h9 Pac. lOU? (l697);~ State v. 

Pusch, 77 N.D, 860, 1)6 N.W. 2d 5o8 (1950). Furthermore, if the 
defendant divulges information which leads to other evidence, ..this 
latter evidence would be excluded under the "fruit of the 
pn-i snnnns tree" doctrine . Another legal problem might arise if 
the defendant confesses after he ha s been placed under hypnosis 
but while not in the hypnotic stata A Canadian court has held "that 
it was up to the Crown to show that a confession was not influenced 
by the fact that the defendant had been previously hypnotized, 
before it would allow such confession into evidence, Rex v. 

Booker [1928 ] b Dominion Law Repor-ts 795- 


Second, with regard t o Sio, tn e 5 S-es< hypnosis should - - 

(^not be er.ployed unless there is a clear need for additj onal 
information, and it appears that hypnosis can be useful in. . 

■ aiding the wi'tness to recall such information, as in Harding v. 
Slate." Awitness should never be hypnotized unless he gives ’lis 
G) consent and should always be given an explsination of the nature of 
hypnosis before he is hypnotized. 

Third, only a person trained in the drt o f hypnosis 
should be allowed to hypnotize a witness. During the 
interrogation, TeaHinp questions should be avoided^ to insure 
against the possibility of suggestion to the subject. 

Fourth, .to avoid any questions which jaay subse- 

© quently arise, any interrogation made when the i-jitness is 
. subject to hyjmosis should be recorded and transcribed. , 

^ ~*Fifth, if a witness has been hypnotized prior to 

^ trial, this fact should be disclosed in court . There are great 
differences between a statement made while under hypnosis 
and a statement made in the normal state, and the defendant 
should be^ given such information. In many cases, of course, 
the government will be required under iS U.S.Co -3500(1) to 
produce the witness' prior statements. 

Sixth, the prosecution should be prepared to put on the 
stand an expert on hypnosis who can explain to the jury the 
nature of hypnosis and how it works in the interrogation process 
in order to dispel from the jurors' minds any misconceptions and 
doubts they may have concerning hypnosis. The expert should 
pjarticularly be prepared to meet the argument that the mere , 
repetition of a set, of facts under hypnosis will further imoriny on 
the subject's mind a belief in those facts and make him less 
. likely to disavow them. The rebuttal to this argument is that 
>hile repetition of a story always has some tendency to imprint 
the story on the subject's mind, the telling of it under hypnosis 
per se adds nothing to the likelihood of further imprinting, 

© Seventh, prior to using hypnosis on any witness the United 
States Attorney must obtain the written authorization of "the 




i 



Assistant Attorney General of the Criminal Division, To obtain 
such authorization, a written request should be submitted to 
Jl)a.,Jisjaiatan.jLJlttai3aey— General of- the Criminal Division stating 
the reasons why the use of hypnosis is desired. 

Summary 

Hypnosis should never be used on a suspect of a 
crime. Hypnosis should be used on witnesses only v/here there is 
an indication that it vdll be useful in obtaining new facts. 

If a statement is made by a witness while under hypnosis and is 
later admitted in evidence the fact that such statement was 
made under hypnosis should be disclosed. The prosecution should 
be prepared to have an expert testify on the nature of hypnosis 
in cases where the defense attacks a witness' credibility because 
the witness had been hypnotized. Finally, information obtained 
the use of hypnosis cannot be assumed to be accurate, but 
should always be checked and verified if possible. 


■' FRED M. VINSON, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 
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This is in response to your memorandum dated October 4, 
1.978., which recommended that the requirement of transcribing 
^ .'-^^j^^^^irTte^views with witnesses who are undeif*°^h ypnosis.>,;h e eliminated. 

. Criminal Division is in the process of updating the 

? vii '^^ri£^^^^^^?^tmental policy on the Use of Hypnosis in the Interroga-^ 

^ tion of Witnesses. In those cases where the interview session 
/ is video-taped there would appear to be no valid reason to 

/ require that the interview be transcribed. In those cases, 

/ however, a copy of the video-tape should be made to guard 

1 against the loss of or damage to the original tape. 

In the future, any time a witness under hypnosis is 
interviewed, the interview should be video-taped whenever 
possible. In those cases where video-taping the interview 
is impossible, a transcript should be prepared in addition 
to any sound recording. Even in those cases where the \ 

■ interview is video-taped it may of course be necessary in'"* 
subsequent legal proceedings to provide a transcript, fpr,-. 
example, so that a court or the jurors may follow along as \ 

. they are viewing the interrogation proceedings. j| 1 
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This file section has been scanned into the FOIPA Document Processing System (FDPS) prior to National Security 
Classification review. Please see tlie documents located in the FDPS for current classification action, if warranted. Direct 
inquires about the FDPS to RIDS Service Request Unit, 202-324-3773. 
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Division of Assignment 

CINCINNATI 

■ 7, 


Director, FBI CINCINNATI 

SUGGESTION ' ' 

Obviously Police Departments and others, both within and 
outside the United States are increasingly employing the general, 
use of hypnosis in criminal investigations, which include the 
participation of the police artist who has received instruction 

, in the use of hypnosis. • , ^ ^ /A/^/yS/7^ 

Conversation', trade publications, and reXated- literature 
reflect the accomplishments being realized as a direct result of 
the contributions of such artists and there appears to be a general 
consensus of opinion that the artist trained in the use of hypnosis 
can be more effective in the hypnotic interview than his counterpart 
who is not. Recognizing the special problems which must be dealt 

with which occur in the hypnotic st^te could well determine the 
^ — C c ontinti r ed on page - 2 j 

Current practice or rule (Include manual citation as well as facts) • j. -/ 

Artists participate in hypnotic interviews per Bureau authority. 

! I ' ^ ^ \ 

Advantages of suggestion and annual savings (include basis for estimate) 

Through familiarization of hypnotic techniques, terminology, 
legal requirements, (prevent cueing, loss of rapport, etc.) 
enhance quality of artist participation in hypnotic intervi^T^.! 


Disadvantages of suggestion 

none apparent 
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outcome of a particular case. 

The Bureau is now utilizing hypnosis in selected 
criminal matters and as public acceptance of hypnosis, as 
a valid investigative technique increases it is expected 
that the use of hypnosis by the Bureau will also increase. 

The Laboratory's Special Projects Section now has 
at least two artists who have assisted in recent Bureau 
approved hypnotic interviews of witnesses with considerable 
success. 

It is recognized that the Special Projects Section 
does not possess a sufficient number of artists to staff 
the field for every request, but situations will undoubtedly 
continue to arise where participation of FBI Laboratory 
personnel will be desired. 

Recently a Cincinnati case occurred where prominent 
banking officials had consented to hypnotic interviews 
following a one quarter million dollar loss to an 
extortionist. Special consideration suggested the use of 
hypnotism to be appropriate for the purpose of construction 
of a composite and to elicit other relevant information. 


Following discussions with a Special Projects 
artist concerning various problems, it would appear that 
it would benefit all parties involved, including artists, 
if arrangements were made for those artists who are to 
assist the field in hypnotic interviews be afforded at 
least a minimum exposure to instructions in hypnotic 
theory and practice. 


2 * 


■ - ^ Fecial projects section^ 

ADDENDUM: LABORATORY DIVISION 3/26/79 KAM:eml 


Recently the Special Projects Section has 
had requests from Field Offices in Dallas, Cleveland, Cincinnati 
Milwaukee and Pittsburgh for artist to attend Bureau approved 
hypnotic interviews with witnesses in order to prepare drawings 
of Unsubs. 

These assignments have brought to light 
problems concerning the various methods or techniques utilized by 
each individual hypnotist. Special Projects Section and Behavioral 
Science Unit at Quantico feel it would be beneficial to all parties 
concerned to have a one day meeting at Quantico for discussion 
and instruction in this matter. Tentative plans for such a meeting 
are now being formulated. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Special Projects Section personnel who 
prepare artist's conception drawings meet with the Behavioral 
Science Unit in Quantico to discuss mutual problems involved 
and receive general instructions in hypnotic theory and practice. 


AFPRCVZD; 


Director 
Assoc. Oif_ 
r?r>. AO Adm" 
r.-p. AD tnv. ' 
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Train ing Division has reviewed the suggestion of 

SA and finds his suggestion has merit. The 

Behavioral Science Unit is coordinating with Laboratory- 
Division and anticipates meeting with personnel from Special 
Projects Section in the near future in order to exchange 
information concerning the artist's role in hypnosis inter- 
views. It is also anticipated that Bureau artists will be 
invited to attend any advanced seminars conducted by the 
Training Division in Fiscal Year 1979, 








April H, 1979 
PERSONAL 


Assoc. Dir. 

Dep. AD Adm. . 
Dep, AD Inv. _ 
Asst. Dir.: 

Adm. Servs. 

Criro. Inv. 

Ident. 

Intell 

Laborgtory 

Legal Coun. 

Plan. & Insp. _ 

Rec. Mgnt. 

T ech. Servs. 

Training 

Public AHs..Off. 
Telephone 
Director's w 


Federal Bureau of fovesligstioii 
Ciacinnatl, OMo 

Dear 


/ /yd 


Thank yoa for your s uggegtloo FBI personoet lirho 
prepare conception drawls in conoecticn witl^ypnotic interviews 
be affor<te4iintmrt1nns in hypnotic theory and pn^ice. Ton may be 
interested to know that the Behavioral Science Unit of the Training 
Division is coordinating with the Laboratory Divii^fm an exchange of 
information conceming the artists* role in such interviews, and it is 
anticipated tlud Bnrean artists will be invited to attend any advanced 
seminars condncted the Training Division daring Fiscal Year 1979. 
Therefore, no acti<» is being taken on year proposal since it has already 

> i^^lthongh prior actlmlas been taken on youif idea, the 
interest you es^ressed submitting it to me is indeed appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 






2 - Cincinnat^?D3 

1 - Fielw^rsonnel file 
1 - Suggestion file 
J - Personnel file of SAI 
'\|^W (6) (Suggestion #24U^ 


H. Webstet 

vruitam B. Webster 
Director 

APPROVED: 


Director 
Assoc. Dir] 
Dep. AD Ad.-n. 
Dep. AD Inv. ■ 


Adm. Serv.j^^.! Legal Coun. 
Cum. Inv. ^ PI.-;n S Insp. — 

Idont. 

In*'--;! _ ’ 

Laboralpr^l^ PuS'^fSOfT 


NOTE: Suggestion set out in above letter, and as noted, prior action has been 
taken on this idea. The views of Training and Laboratory Divisions are 
attached. 
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RfADlNG^OOM 

FBI’ -. 


’l:;^ j 'v 

i. Z m 2 Pn 


fiEC'O C.r 


II w W ’?9 


LABOR^TOKV ill VIS I Oi 


OPTIONAU FORM NO> 10 

MAY 1002 EDITION 

GSA FPMR <41 CFR) lOUll.C 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO : ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

ATTN: OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH, 

. TRAINING DIVISION, QUANTICO 

from^ASAC, JACKSONVILLE (70-3004) 


date: 


6/11/79 


subject; HYPNOSIS AS AN INVESTIGATIVE AID 


Q ^ Re letter from the Training Division to Jacksonville, 

^ted 5/31/79. 

Enclosed is the questionnaire which was forwarded 
by referenced communication in connection with JK 70-3004, 
entitled "UNSUB; LYNN ELIZABETH PYETT-VICTIM, CGR-MURDER (A)," 
00: JK, BUfile 70-65733. 
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Bure^ (Enc. 1) f/wc- 
1 - Jacksonville 
FLG:cdh' ~ 


/4 ^ 




Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Kegularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


ion 

V. 9-1 l-59)^_ 







From: (Suggester's name) 


Director, FBI 


SUGGESTION 


Date 

10/31/BO 


Division of Assignment 

SAVANNAH 


Establig^^^^teragency su pport ag eiit_ between_,the,^Bure^^ 

and the U . S . "other miTTtary services to ' obtain services of 

'medicajr professionals for use in hypnotic interviews. 



V\ 




Current practice or rule (Include manual citation as v/ell as facts) 


Medical professionals for hypnotic interviews are now hired from private 
sector or off duty military personnel. 


Advantages of suggestion and annual savings (include basis for estimate) 

Cost for session under support agreement would be in accordance with 
AR 40 - 330 , par 10a, standard outpatient rate. This rate is currently 
$ 25 . If 100 interviews could be conducted a year under a support 
agreement instead of in the private at cost of $400 average per session, 
annual savings could be $37|500. 

In addition to monetary savings, additional savings in time would result 
since military personnel are more readily available and often have 
video taping facilities available. Many military medical professionals 
also have security clearances which would ^Id in security type interviews, 

# / ^ - 

Disadvantages of suggestion m 

K-57 (0^^ ^/y 

Cost to military agency if session lasffing four hours if by-j 











* Suggestion #22-81 ^ 

ADCERDUn: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION lI/E^/a□ l1AH:ckr 


Intelligence Division defers concurrence in the 


support ac 
Lias discu^ 

ireement with U-S* military- this s 
>sed with Supervisory Special Agent 

uanpsr.inn 

[ 

Instructor! Behavioral Science Unit 

'i yuahClddi 


I If t- h p a V i n g «s in money and time as stated by 

Special Aaen l l are correcti this suggestion appears 

to have meritn but this suggestion should be referred to 
Supervisor Ault for a recommendation based upon his expertise' 


■APPROVED; Adm. Serv 

Crim (nv._ 

Dir€ctOf 

Exec. AD-Ad:n. Wert ^ 

Exec, AD'im* 

Bxec. AD^SS LsJKrtttov 


Lega< Coun, 

Plan. A Inao. 
Rcc. Mgnt ^ 
Tech ‘Jatve ^ 

Ofl- of 

aPw&iO: Afte. 
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Re: 


SUGGESTION OF SA1_ 
SAVANNAH DIVISION 
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Suggestion #22-81 

ADDENDUM: TRAINING DIVISION, 11/26/80, RLA:khm 


Attached is one copy of a report captioned, '’Evaluation of the Forensic 
Hypnosis Program". As the report indicates, use of forensic hypnosis is 
currently cost effective. As also indicated in the report, the fees of the pro- 
fessionals who do the hypnosis range from no charge to $1, 500 per session 
plus expenses, with over 80% of the fees under $115 per session. The report 
estimates that the total cost for 109 hyipnotic interviews amounted to under 
$42, 000. With this background i nformation in mind, the Training Division 


concurs with the suggestion of SA 


that the FBI attempt to establish 


interagency support agreements in an effort to reduce the cost which the FBI 
incurs each hypnotic session. 


There are currently individuals on active duty in the military who have 
assisted the FBI in hypnosis and research has shown that posse comitatus 
presents no problem in this regard as long as these military mental health 
professionals are presents only to hypnotize and not to participate in the 
interview. 

APPROVED: A«Jm.Serv 

CftiTi. inv._ 

Director 

Exec. AD Adm. Ident. 

Exec. AD-Inv. imeii. 

,Exec. AD LES Uboratory 


Legal Coun. 
Ran. & map. 
Rec. Mgrrt 
Tech 
Train 
Off 

& Public AKa 


0. Mgrtt. _____ 
f. of Cong. / 
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FD-252 from Savannah to Director, FBI 
RE : EMPLOYEE SUGGESTION 

Suggestion #22-81 

ADDENDUM CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION VDKtbam 11/28/80 


The suggestion would appear to have merit from a 
cost-savings standpoint. However, due to the fact that to 
implement the suggestion military personnel would be utilized 
in criminal-type investigations, the proposal should be 
forwarded to Legal Counsel Division for review and opinion. 
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RE: SUGGESTION OF SA 

SAVANNAH DIVISION 
SUGGESTION #22-81 
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ADDENDUM: LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION, NEM:lad 12/23/80 


Legal Coun sel Divsion (LCD) has reviewed SA 

suggestion that a support agreement 
be establisned between the Bureau and the U.S Army and 
other military services to obtain the services of military 
medical professionals to assist in hypnotic interviews. 

Research of the case law that addresses the Posse 
Comitatus Act, Title 18, United States Code (USC) , 

Section 1385 has led LCD to the conclusion that military 
medical personnel should not be used in Bureau initiated 
hypnotic interviews. Decisions involving the Act 
have stated in dicta that at the present time they would 
not invoke the exclusionary rule for violations of Title 18, 
USC, Section 1385, however future cases involving military 
personnel in civilian law enforcement investigations would 
be subject to close scrutiny. 

In United States v. Walden , 490 F.2d 372 (4th 
Cir. 1974) cert . denied 416 U.S. 983, 40 L.Ed.2d 760, 94 
S. Ct. 2385 where several Marines were acting in an undercover 
capacity at the request of the Treasury Department, the 
court admitted the evidence obtained by the Marines but 
offered the following caveat: 

"We do not think that the letter of the Act 
was violated. We conclude, however, that 
there was a violation of the regulations; 
but, because this case presents the first 
instance of which we are aware in which 
illegal use of military personnel in this 
manner has been drawn into question, we 
decline to impose the extraordinary remedy 
of an exclusionary rule at this time, or 
to reverse the judgments. We reserve , 
however, the possibility that such a rule 
may be called for should repeated cases 
involving military enforcemeht of ■civilian • 
laws demonstrate the need for the special 
sanction of a judicial deterrent .*' (Emphasis 
added) 
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ADDENDUM TO SUGGESTION #22-81 


The regulations referred to by the court are 
Navy regulations which apply the Posse Comitatus Act to 
the Navy and Marine Corps . . 

In accordance with Walden , the Fifth Circuit in 
United States v. Wolfs , 594 F.2d 77, 85 (1979) stated in 
part that: 


"We pretermit discussion of whether there was 
a violation of the statute or regulation. 

We need not decide that complex and difficult 
issue because, assuming without deciding that 
there was a violation, application of an 
exclusionary rule is not warranted. If this 
Court should be confronted in the future with 
widespread and repeated violations of the Posse 
Comitatus Act an exclusiohary rule can be 
fashioned at that time." (Emphasis added) 


While both decisions involve the use of military 
personnel against the suspect and do not address the 
question of using military personnel to interview or 
hypnotize witnesses LCD has concluded that if a court 
perceives a violation of the Act, they may invoke the 
exclusionary rule thus barring what may later turn out to 
be crucial testimony. Therefore, LCD believes that any 
potential cost saving aspects of this suggestion are outweighed 
by the possible loss of testimony its implementation may cause. 


APPROVED; Adm. Serv. 

Crim. lnv._ 

Director 

Exec.AO-Adm. Went. 

Exec. AD-Inv. intoii. 

Exec. .AD-LES Labwaicry 


Legal Court. 
PIsn. A Insp. 
Ro.';. Mgnt. 
Tec-t. Sfirys. 

“ f 

Off. of Cortg, 

& 'r'U'S’.iC AifA 
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Vpnosis program 




Institutional Research And Development 

Unit 

FBI Academy 
Quantico, Virginia 
October 1980 




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


Based upon the findings of this s'tudy the use of 
hypnosis can be of definite value in an investigation. Judi- 
cious utilization of the procedure in cases where additional 
detail is desired concerning descriptions of perpetrators, 
vehicles and/or incidents appear to be most fruitful. Moreover, 
while such information must be corroborated if at all possible, 
the majority of the results appear to be at least somewhat 
accurate. In the 65 cases selected for analysis the use of 
hypnosis resulted in the identification of a total of 12 per- 
petrators 3 of which were convicted. 

Based upon current cost figures the use of hypnosis 
also appears to be quite cost-effective. Under the control of 
the Behavioral Science Unit Training Division which handles 
the training, primary approval and technical guidance for the 
program, the additional information received resulted in a 
savings of approximately $56,330. Operational expenditures 
for this same information amounted to under $41 000 therefore 
a net savings of approximately $15,330 was realized. 


OF THE 

I'ORENSrC HYPNOSIS PROr.RAM 


INTRODUCTION 


The plicnonionon iiow referred to as liypnosjs i centuries 
old and there are numerous books and articles available describ- 
ing its characteristics. The occasional use of hypnosis in 
criminal cases is documented as early as 189i!4 and i.t has l)eon 
mentioned in connection with many famous cases such as the 
Coppolino case (1963); the Boston Strangler (3965); and the 
Sheppard case (1966). 


However, during the last decade the use of hypnosis 
to help solve crimes has increased tremendously. Led by the 
Los Angeles Police Department, local law enforcement agencies 
throughout the nation appear to be using this phenomenon with 
considerable success both in the identification of the perpe- 
trators and for the gathering of more detailed eye witness 
information. ’ In 1968, the publicity surrounding the successful 
use of hypnosis by local law enforcement and the occasional use 
of the procedure by Federal law enforcement agencies prompted 
the Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, to issue a 
Cormal statement concerning the use of Llie tcchnic|uc l)y Federal 
agencies. Briefly, it contained the following guidelines: 

(1) Hypnosis should never be used on a subject 

(2) Hypnosis can be used only when there is a 
clear need for additional information 

(3) Hypnosis can be used only with the consent 
of the witness 

(4) Only persons trained in the art of hypnosis 
should be allov/ed to hypnotize a witness 

(5) Leading questions should be avoided 

(6) The interview must be recorded and transcribed 

(7) The court must be advised of the use of hypnosis 

(8) An expert must be available for testimony 
regaird Ing hypnosis 

(9) Tlie U.S. Attorney must o1)tain written 
authorization to use hypnosis firoin tlie Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division 

These guidelines, with few cliangcs, still form the basic policy 
surrounding the use of hypnosis by -Federal authorities. 


Probably the f oremost proponent of the procedure is 
chologist with the Los Angeles Police 

feels the use of hypnosis offers 

signitlcant assistance in the handling of major cases. In a 
three-year study involoving over 250 cases, he found that some 
additional information was obtained in 78.2% of the cases and 
that 65.7% of this information was of value to the investigator. 
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The FBI had used hypnosis as an investigative aid in 
several instances during the period betweeii 1968 and 1978 and 
the results appeared to coincide with Dr. Reiser's study. As 
a result, in May 1978, the Behavioral Science Unit conducted 
•an in-service training course for the purpose of formalizing 
a procedure for the use of hypnosis in cases involving FBI 
jurisdiction. At that time, some 60 Special Agents attended 
a three and a half day hypnosis training program at the FBI 
Academy. The Agents, representing 57 field offices and Head- 
quarters, were given instruction on how to handle the legal 
and administrative complexities surrounding the use of hypnosis 
and the guidelines for selecting competent professionals for 
use as hypnotists. In addition, they were instructed in the 
particular problems associated with the hypnotic state and the 
necessary interviewing techniques to be utilized. The methods 
recommended were essentially the same as those employed by Dr. 
Reiser except that Bureau policy required the hypnotist to be 
a psychiatrist, psychologist, medical doctor or dentist espe- 
cially trained in the use of hypnosis. 


Due to the unique nature of the procedure and in 
accordance with current management practices, a Benefit-Cost 
analysis of the program was initiated by the Institutional 
Research and Development Unit, Training Division, at the con- 
clusion of the training. 


This study was undertaken for the express purpose of 
examining the following questions: 

1. The type and accuracy of any additional information 
which may be obtained through the use of hypnosis. 

2. The actual results in terms of subject identi- 
fication and/or savings in investigative mandays. 

3. The average fees charged by health professionals 
for inducing the hypnotic state and caring for 
the health of the interviewee during the session. 
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• METHODOLOGY 


Due Lu Llie .subjective uutui'e of Liu? fl.U.u needed . I, e 
.satisfy the stated objectives, traditional evaluation procedures 
were considered inappropriate. To examine the. effectiveness 
of a program of this nature in terms of increased clearences, 
arrests or convictions would bo completely invalid. Tliere are 
an infinite number of potentially decisive factors impacting 
upon an iTivestigntion and all must bo considered. 'I’liese inclvide 
(but are not limited to) the following categories of variables: 

T - Type of offense 

2 - Community fvttitudc toward offense 

'3 - Victim(s) reactions 

4 - Actions of the perpetrator( s ) 

5 - Physical evidence 

6 - Eyewitness evidence 

7 - Informant activity 

8 - Case preparation ' 

9 - Judicial attitudes ■ 

10 - Court presentations 

11 - Legal skills 

These factors could not be controlled since the numbeu* 
of cases available fox' analysis was too few to provide mcaningfuJ. 
data concerning any single variable. The above circximstances 
therefore, dictated that the study adopt a more qualitative 
orientation. . 

With this approach tlie usual Statistical Criteri.a are 
augmented and to some extent replaced by the users opinions as 
to the value of the procedure during actual operations. 

In each of 65 cases utilizing hypnosis at least 90 days 
prior to the beginning of the study, agents were requested to 
furnish their impressions and opinions regarding the value and ^ 
utility of using hypnosis as an investigative aid. The resulting 
data were then compiled and an overall evaluation of the procedure 
was prepared based upon the accumulated experiexxce of the 
respondents. 

I'urtlici:, since the u.sc of hypnosis Wcis not. coni inc'd I o 
cases within a specific region or division, it was necessajry to 
gather the data using a written questionnaire ra Uxor . tixan tlxe 
more, effective personal iiiterview. This shortcoming was offset 
to Some extent by the use of two pilot .sessions to determine 
and correct axxy weaknesses of the instrument. 


One conLro] was uLllizcfl. 'I'hc quosL ionna i ros wore 
clirccUcd Lo Agents cluurgocl with the responsibility for the 
cases rather than Agents trainerl in the application oT Llie 
l)i:oceclure. Since the case Agent's pri.iiiary cibjectivc' is to 
resolve tlic case, he was considered ino'c likely to evaluate 
the procedure from an outcome viewpoint. 


FINDINGS 


Primary A|)plicaLion 

Hypnosis was used in an attempt to obtain additional 
data in a total of 65 cases between August 1975 and March 1980. 
These cases represent a fairly wide variety of offense 
categories. 


TYPE OF CASES IN WHICH HYPNOSIS WAS UTILIZED 


CLASSIFICATION NAME OF CASE MUMPER OF CASES 


7 

29 

52 

65 

70 

87 

89 

91 

92 

100 

156 

166 


KIDNAPING 5 

BANK FRAUD AND F.MBEZZl .EMEN'L’ 1 

THEFT, EMfiF.ZZLEMKNT AND 1 

TLl.EGAL POSSESSION OF 
GOVERNMENT PROPERTY 
ESPIONAGE > 

CRIME ON GOVERNMENT 7 

RESERVATIONS 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATJ ON 2 

OF STOLEN I’ROPKRTY 
ASSAULTING OR KILLING A 4 

FEDERAL OFFICER, ASSAULTING 
FOREIGN PERSONNEL 

BANK ROBBERY 21 

ANTI -RACKETEER INC (CRIMINAL 2 

INI F.I.I.iGKNCE) 

PUl'.RTO RICO NATiONAl.l ST 1 

MA'I’TER 

EMIT.OYl'.E RF.TI RITIENT INCOMI-’. 1 

SEF.URri'Y AC'!’ 


JNl'ERSTATI’; 'I'RANSI’ORTATION IN 
AID OF RACKETEERING 


4 


174 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARY 
DEVICES 

6 

183 

RACKETEER TNEIIJENCI'.!) AND 
CORRUPT ORGANIZATIONS 

8 

192 

HOBBS ACT - FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

3 

206 

FAG - DEPARTMENT OF 

DEFENSE; AGRICULTURE; 
COMMERCE; COMMUNITY 

SERVICES ADMINISTRATION; 
INTERIOR 

1 


Total 


65 


A total of 109 interviews were conducted in connection 
with the 65 offenses, for an average of 1.6 interviews per case. 
Eighty-four percent of the interviews involved witnesses while 
the remaining 16% were classified as victims of the offenses. 


NUlffiER AND STATUS OF PERSONS INTERVIEWED UNDER HYPNOSIS 


Number of Cases 

Status 

Witness Victim 

Total Interviev'JS 

35 

1 

35 

17 

1 

17 

7 

2 

14 

3 

3 

9 

1 

6 

6 

1 

12 

12 

1 

16 

16 


Totals 65 109 


Fifty-three percent of the interviews dealt with 
descriptions of vehicles and/or incidents while the remaining 
43% involved some attempt to obtain a description of subjcct(s). 
The study indicates while several different approaches were 
utilized in the attempt to elicit facial characteristics of 
the subjects, the most common technique was to have an artist 
present at the interviev'/. 


METHODS USl-D TO OBTA I iM IMIYS I CAL DI-.SCIM.rr J ONS 
FROM WITNESSES IN HYPNOSIS 


Ai.'LisL j'.?7. 

Tdcntl-klL 37, 

Police IdcnliFication PlioLogrophs 137, 
Coinbliiation of above 187 

Other .127 


Information Obtained 


As prevd-ousl)'’ indicated, the use of arrest and convic- 
tion statistics as indicators of the efficiency of the procedure 
£ire extremely misleading. The very fact that all other logical 
investigative procedures must have been conducted before hypnosis 
is considered suggests that such cases v/ill l)c innisuall.y difficult 
to resolve. Nevertheless clearance information coupled with data 
on the number of subjects identified does provide some impression 
as ■ to the value of hypnosis. Of the 65 cases in whicli liypnosis 
was utilized, 23, or . 357, liave been resolved and 41, or 637, are 
still pending. One additional case has been classified pending- 
inactive . , 

^ The extent to v/hich additional :data is received through 
the use of hypnosis was determined by the use of a specific 
procedure. The witness or victim was carefully interviewed 
immediately prior to tlie use of hypnosis and all infoimiation was 
recorded. They were then placed in a state of hypnosis and again 
interviewed. The results of both interviews were compared and 
any additional data obtained was considered due to the use of 
liypnosis. Using tliis criteria, the data reveals that in 857, of 
the cases, some additional information concerning the case V'/as 
obtained through the use of the procedure. 


TYPE OF ADDITIONAL DATA PROVIDED BY HYPNOSIS rNTERVJ'EWS 


.Subject's identity 

1 57. 

.Subject's closer ijition 

577, 

Subject's vehicle 

Subject's actions 

467o 

38% 

Incidents in general 

45% 

No new information 

1 5% 


'J'oLnl cloe.s not add to 1007. .since i.n formal i on In mf)i‘c 
than one category was received during many of the interviews. 


Although the accuracy of 387. of the information could 
not be determined, the study found that 87.57, of the information 
capable of evaluation v/as at least somewhat accurate in its 
content . 


ACCURACY- OF INFORMATION RECEIVED 


Extremely accurate 

24% 

Very accurate 

3()% 

Somewliat accurate 

2 7% 

Not very accurate 

12% 


These evaluations of data arc, of course, cjuitc sub- 
jective; however, it is helpful to note tliat the information 
received through the use of hypnosis alone resulted in the iden- 
tification of 12 subjects, of which 5 is/ere indicted, and 3 
convicted. 


One additional measure of the procedure is the esti- 
mated savings of investigative mandays resulting from the use 
of hypnosis. (An investigative manday is here defined as one 
day's invc-stigal ion of a c.'tsc by a .Speci.'il A;',ent.) The' .si ndy 
sn};g,e.sts thal tiu' use' of 1 lu' proceduiv' |•t's^|Il('d in a lolal 
savings of approximately 215 investigative' mandays. It-isc'd 
upon information supplied by the Accounting, and Budgeting 
Analysis Un il:, Adm i ni strat i vc nivisifin, Ibis amoiinl s lo .an 
•estim.'ited savings of approx im.'ite ly •.'5(’, 1 U) not t on.s i de' r i ng, 
the addition.al savings erijoyed be'cause of the availability of 
the investigators for other assignments. 
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The use of health professionals as hypnotists did 
involve considerable expense. The fees of the psychiatrists 
(36 cases), psychologists (25 cases) and physicians (4 cases) 
covered the full range from no charge to $1,500 per session 
plus expenses. However, over 80% of the fees were under $115 
per session and the estimated total cost for the 109 hypnotic 
interviews amounted to under $42,000 not including expenses. 


CONCLUSIONS 


Based on the study, the use of hypnosis within the 
guidelines set out by the Attorney General and the procedures 
designed by the Behavioral Science Unit appears to be a valuabl 
aid to the investigator. There were no reported problems 
surrounding the use of the procedure and 64 of the 65 case 
agents recommended that the program be continued. 
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May 28, 1881 

PERSOHAL 


FMarmi Bar^ui m mrm 
SaTtwnli, Georgia 


^Igatlcn 


Bear 
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Thaidc yoa for yoar aaggeetlaa to eetablUli aa latenMeBcy sepfiort 
agreemeet twtweea tie Bareaa, the U* S, Army aai ether aMlitary eenrieee 
to ohlaio eerrieei of aedleal profeeeioaala for aae la hypaoMo liiewievs. 
After a tiioroiMb ermlaatloa Gi year propoaal, it ie aet ielag Approved slace 
tie ease law that addreeeea tie Poaee Comltatae Aet, Title It, IMted 3 latea 
Code <II 8 C>, Seetloa IttS, proMi^ ^ aae of ea^dety military peraoaael to 
9id la eiviUaa tarn eafmreemmd. 


The iatereet aad ialtiative yoo eipreaaed iy aaiaitttag year Idea are 
eerteiaiy aiipreMated. Aay otiera yoa may have will eertalaly he welcomed. 



Admialatratlve Servicea BiviMoa 


2 •> Savannah 

1 - Field jperaoBiiel file 
1 > Saggestion file 


q )~ Trainuig K (For Your Infonnation) 

1 - Personnel ffle oi 

LRG:tab ’ (Suggestion #22-81) (7) 
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Continued - Over 
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Federal Bureau of Investigaib7c 
Savannah, Geoi^a 


NCXTE: S\:®gests to establish interagency support agreement between the 
Bureau and the U. S. Army and other military services to obtain 
services of medical professionals for use in hypnotic interviews. Intelli- 
gence Division defers decision to Traii^g Division. Training Division 
concurs with suggestion that the FBI attempt to establish interagency sup- 
port agreements in an effort to reduce the cost which the FBI incurs each 
h 3 rpnotic sessicn. CID advised suggestion appears to have merit, however, 
due to the fact that to implement the suggestion military personnel would 
be utilized in criminal -t 3 rpe investigations, the proposal should be forwarded 
to LCD for review and (pinion. LCD recommends against adq;>tion since 
research of the case law that addresses the Posse Comitatus Act, Title 
18, United States Code (DSC), Section 1385 has led LCD to the conclusion 
that military medical personnel should not be used in Bureau initiated 
h 3 rpnotic interviews. Decisions involving the Act have states in dicta that 
at the present time they would not invoke the exclusionary rule for 
violations of Title 18, USC, Section 1385, however future cases involving 
military personnel in civilian law enforcement investigations woidd be 
subject to close scrutiny. LCD believes that any potential cost savingr^ 
aspects of this suggesticm are outweighled by the possible loss of testimony 
its implementation may cause. Views attached. 
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Employee Suggestion 

FD’-2'i2 (Rev. ■9-1 1-59) 


BEST AVAILABLE 

, — : ^ ^ ^ 1 C/ 31 / 8 C 

To: l_^£omj_(Suggea_ter^_8_n^me)^^_^^_^ Division of Assignment 

Director, Tfb 6 ^ * ' " ' * JJ 

SUGGESTION ]37Q 

V -i^b- intcr:-._enc 3 ^ sui ..crt rcrrr.c^r:^ between the ?;v.r' ,v 
and the >ri y L^nd ether :,.dlit-.y .ervices tc obtain services cf 

medi al . r: Tc saionals use in hypncsic interviev/s. 


Current practice or rule (Include manual citation as well as facts) 

!!cdic;.l ]-r.‘ Ta. iicL.-ls i'er In.-notic in'C/ jrvie..s w.re nov; ..irci. i.' - r. ! .v ve 
sector or off duty -litary ]. ersc:', el . 


Advantages of suggestion and annual savings (include basis for estimate) 

Ccat for oe..-.vcn under iui.j./Ort a_reeE:ent v;culd be in -ccordance \.ith 
.■.'.I 4C-33C, ^-.r ICa, si-_ndard outj'uticnt rat-e. This r-tc is currer.-; iy 
T2;;. If ICC intex-views coudd be conducted a ycc.r under o suj^..ort 
anreer..ent instsod of in ti^e ^-riv-te at co t of TiCC avex-aye p-er ...essio;., 
annual s^^vin-s could be 137, 5CC. 


In addition to renet-ry .vin^s, additicna* c.avinys in tin-.£ vjcu-d r.^^uit ; 
since n.iiitary svrscnnel are r:cre readily available and oft . n h ve | 
video ta^-iny facili.ies av;.;ilable. I-.a y n.ilit..ry r.edical .rofesnicr.r.la | 
also h^ve ?c;curity clearances vxhich uould aid in security ty : e intervie.js ; 


Disadvantages of suggestion 

Cost to r..iiitary a^e cy if session lasting four iicur 
Ltc. v.uul"!’ be 776.12, or 351.12 over the reinbursenjen 


centue 


(The use by the United States of my suggestion shall not form the bosis of o further claim of any nature by me, my heirs, or j 

assigns upon the United States. I understand that I will be tnr nny tnRtittoH nwnrH r>nlv it n-.v jsimnPRtinr is adopted 

within two years after submission.) ^ _ y. ' 

Mr. C^^Mrs. F I mi b6 

( •'S u g g e s t e : 


necommendatior^s and comments of Division -Head / 


(Do not write in this space > for Bureau use only) 


•-'-T. ‘ -I ^ < 




Signature and Titl€ 






SuggestWR #22-81 _ 

ADDENlUn: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION^ ll/5^/aD MAHrckr 


Intelligence Division defers concurrence in the 
suggestion that the Bureau establish interagency 
support agreement with U-S- military. This suggestion 
uias discu ssed with Supervisory Special Aoent T I 

I I Instructor! Behavioral Science Uniti fluantico! 

who is knowledgeable in the FBI's hypnosis program. 


If t he saving s in money and time as stated by 


b7C 


Special Agentj Jare correct-i this suggestion appears 

to have meriti but this suggestion should be referred to 
Supervisor Ault for a recommendation based upon his expertise 




\ 


APPKOVtD: 

Of rcJot 

fxec ’•l- '-j -,. 
iif-r: AO . 

A.r 


A'irr: 
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Re: SUGGESTION OF SA^ 
SAVANNAH DIVISION 


Suggestion #22-81 ^ 

ADDENDUM: TRAINING DIVISION, 11/26/80, RLA :khm 


b6 

b7C 


Attached is one copy of a report captioned, 'Fvaluation of the Forensic 
Hypnosis Program”. As the report indicates, use of forensic hypnosis is 
currently cost effective. As also indicated in the report, the fees of the pro- 
fessionals who do the hypnosis range from no charge to $1, 500 per session 
plus expenses, with over 80^ of the fees under $115 per session. The report 
estimates that the total cost 'for 109 hypnotic interviews amounted to under 
$42. 000. With this background i nformatio n in mind, the Training Division 


that the FBI attempt to establish 


concurs with the suggestion of SA| 
interagency support agreements in an effort to reduce the cost which the FBI 
incurs each hypnotic session. 


There are currently individuals on active duty in the military who have 
assisted the FBI in hypnosis and research has shown that posse comitatus 
presents no problem in this regard as long as these military mental health 
professionals are present only to hypnotize and not to participate in the 
interview. 



AatT^ '5er\, 

L»g»' Coot ^ 


if'V. 

S S'-W _ 
nee. Mo'll _ 


I'icnl 

T,„ -i- 



i:eli 

Tra.r ' [ 

■ ■ - - Otf nt Cono 

AD-I.ES 

UvDOfalo.'y 

S Pobiic Arts 



FD-252 from Savannah to Director, FBI 
RE : EMPLOYEE SUGGESTION 

Suggestion #22-81 

ADDENDUM CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION VDK ; bam _ 11/28/80 


The suggestion would appear to have merit from a 
cost-savings standpoint . However , due to the fact that to 
implement the suggestion military personnel would be utilized 
in criminal-type investigations, the proposal should be 
forwarded to Legal Counsel Division for review and opinion. 





re': suggestion OF Sa I 

SAVANNAH DIVISION 
SUGGESTION #22-81 

ADDENDUM: LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION, NEMtlad 12/23/80 


b6 

b7C 


Legal Coun sel Divsion (LCD) has reviewed SA 

suggestion that a support agreement 


be established between the Bureau and the U.S Army and 
other military services to obtain the services of military 
medical professionals to assist in hypnotic interviews. 


Research of the case law that addresses the Posse 
Comitatus Act, Title 18, United States Code (USC) , 

Section 1385 has led LCD to the conclusion that military 
medical personnel should not be ufeed in Bureau initiated ‘ 
hypnotic interviews. Decisions involving the Act 
have stated in dicta that at the present time they would 
not invoke the exclusionary rule for violations of Title 18, 
USC, Section 1385, however future cases involving military 
personnel in civilian law enforcement investigations would 
be subject to close scrutiny. 

In United States v. Walden , 490 F.2d 372 (4th 
Cir. 1974) cert , denied 416 U.S. 983, 40 L.Ed.2d 760, 94 
S. Ct. 2385 where several Marines were acting in an undercover 
capacity at the request of the Treasury Department, the 
court admitted the evidence obtained by the Marines but 
offered the following caveat: 


"We do not think that the letter of the Act 
was violated. We conclude, however, that 
there was a violation of the regulations; 
but, because this case presents the first 
instance of which we are aware in which 
illegal use of military personnel in this 
manner has been drawn into question, we 
decline to impose the extraordinary remedy 
of an exclusionary rule at this time, or 
to reverse the judgments. We reserve , 
however, the possibility that such a rule 
may be called for should repeated cases 
involving military enforcement of civilian 
laws demonstrate the need for the special 
sanction of a judicial deterrent .’* (Emphasis 
added) 
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ADDENDUM TO SUGGESTION #22-81 


The regulations referred to by the court are 
Navy regulations which apply the Posse Comitatus Act to 
the Navy and Marine Corps . 

In accordance with Walden , the Fifth Circuit in 
United States v. Wolfs , 594 F.2d 77, 85 (1979) stated in 
part that: 


"We pretermit discussion of whether there was 
a violation of the statute or regulation. 

We need not decide that complex and difficult 
issue because, assuming without deciding that 
there was a violation, application of an 
exclusionary rule is not warranted. If this 
Court should be confronted in the future with 
widespread and repeated violations of the Posse 
Comitatus Act an exclusionary rule can be 
fashioned at that time ." (Emphasis added) 

While both decisions involve the use of military 
personnel against the suspect and do not address the 
question of using military personnel to interview or 
hypnotize witnesses LCD has concluded that if a court 
perceives a violation of the Act, they may invoke the 
exclusionary rule thus barring what may later turn out to 
be crucial testimony. Therefore, LCD believes that any 
potential cost saving aspects of this suggestion are outweighed 
by the possible loss of testimony its implementation may cause. 


approved. Afln.Ser,^. 

Crirr, !nv._ 

Director 

Exec AD-Adti it' .'.1. 

E:;rrc AD Irv. 

txRc AD-i.E3 Laboii-lcry 
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OF TilF. 

FORENSIC HYPNOSIS PROGRAM 


Institutional Research And Development 

Unit 

FJil Academy 
Quant ico, Virginia 
October 1980 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


Based upon the findings of this study the use of 
hypnosis can be of definite value in an investigation. Judi- 
cious utilization of the procedure in cases where additional 
detail is desired concerning descriptions of perpetrators, 
vehicles and/or incidents appear to be most fruitful. Moreover, 
while such information must be corroborated if at all possible, 
the majority of the results appear to be at least somewhat 
accurate. In the 65 cases selected for analysis the use of 
hypnosis resulted in the identification of a total of 12 per- 
petrators 3 of v;hich were convicted. 

Based upon current cost figures the use of hypnosis 
also appears to be quite cost-effective. Under the control of 
the Behavioral Science Unit Training Division which handles 
the training, primary approval and technical guidance for the 
program, the additional information received resulted in a 
savings of approximately $56,330. Operational expenditures 
for this same information amounted to under $41 000 therefore 
a net savings of approximately $15,330 was realized. 


REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 


SUBJECT: 






/JNITED STATES GOVERI^MM 


7I2/7Q 

[.SAC, SAN DIEGO (66-1804) 

\P 

\ HYPNOSIS AS AN INVESTIGATIVE AID 


ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, 

TRAINING DIVISION - 
FBI ACADEMY 

(ATTENTION: OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH) 




Re your letter, dated 5/31/79. 

Enclosed are two (2) completed questionaires 
relative to hypnotic interviews conducted in the San 
Diego Division. 




NOT RECORDED 

2 JUL 13 1979 



(2) - Quant ico (Encls-2) 

1 - San Diego (66-1804) 


WJF: jj 
(3) 


66JUL23i3|^ 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


\P^ 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
(REV. 7-76) 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 
5010-112 



TO 


UNITED STATES GOM|RNMENT 

Memoramum 

Assistant Director 

Criminal Investigative Division 


UNITED STATE: 
FEDERAL BU' 


A 


PARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
U OF INVESTIGATION 


date; 10/27/80 


FROM : Legal Counse 


subject: unsub ; 


u 


tltdc AD Inv. _____ 
Exuc AD Adm. ___ 

E*«c AD L ES 

Asst- Di/-' - 

Aum.'ic'.’V. 

Cf«m. Inv. 

Idcnt. 

Intell. 

Loborotory 

Lf^ot Ceun. 

Plon. & Imp. 

Rcc. Mgnt. ... 
Tecb. Servs. 

Training 

Public Alls. Off. . 
Telephone Rm. 
Director's Sec'y _ 


b6 


EMANUEL T.HOMAS - (DECEASED) :TIMS; 
POSSIBLE CIVIL RIGHTS 
OO: BUFFALO 


PURPOSE:! To provide the results of legal research concerning the use of 
^ ^ypnosis as an investigative aid requested by Deputy Assistant Director 

Charles P. Monroe and by teletype from SAC, Buffalo to the Director captioned 
as above, dated 10/23/80. 

RECOMMENDATION; None. For information. 

APPROVED; 

D:rec;or 


Adm. S^rv. 

C:im. Inv. ■ 


EKC..iD-Ad:r,,. 
ir;:ac. AD-ir;v. 
Exec. AO-LES 


ld-3nf. __ 

InJel!. 

Labcratcry 



SYNOPSIS AND DETAILS: On 10/20/80, Deputy Assistant Director Monroe, 
Criminal Investigative Division, orally requested Legal Counsel Division 
provide a legal analysis of the use of hypnosis as an investigative aid, along 
with a description of the Bureau’s current procedures for using hypnosis in 
a form suitable for dissemination to local authorities in connection with the 
above -captioned case. This request was subsequently requested in written 
form in Buffalo’s teletype dated 10/23/80. 


Enclosure 






1 - Mr. Re veil 
1 - Mr. Monroe 
1 - Legal Research Unit 
1 - Mr. McNally 


TAK-.pdh (5) 






IIS ,N 0 V 18 13^ 


^ |r^ii Iir 

•C'li) 





<1 


t ' 


/ 

r 








S'". KG'C'i '' 



F BI/ OOJ 



USE ^ HYPNOSIS 

- ^ Hypnosis of victims or witnesses is a legitimate in- 

vestigative tool that may be utilized to obtain further evidence 
in a' given case. Of course, the witness may be subject to vigorous 
cross examination in an attempt to impeach his testimony. 

Two U.S. Court of Appeals civil cases, Kline v. Ford 
Motor Co., Inc ., 523 F.2d. 106.7 (9th Cir., 1975), and Wyller 
V. Fairchild Hiller Corp. , 503 F.2d. 506 (9th Cir., 1974) set 
the precedent for allowing testimony that was refreshed as a 
result of hypnosis. In Kline at pp. 1069-1070 the court stated: 

"That her present memory depends upon refreshment claimed 
to have been induced under hypnosis goes to the credi- 
bility of her testimony not to her competence as a 
witness. Although the device by which recollection 
was refreshed is unusual, in legal effect her situation 
is not different from that of a witness who claims 
that his recollection of an event that he could not 
earlier remember was revived when he thereafter read 
a particular document." 

The Court in Wyller at p. 509 said that the "credibility 
and weight to be given such testimony were for the jury to determine. 

In United States v. Adams , 581 F.2d. 193 (9th Cir., 

1978) for the first time the Ninth Circuit applied the reasoning 
of Kline and Wyller to a criminal case. They reiterated that 
"the fact of hypnosis affects credibility but not admissability . " 
However, the court at pp. 198-199 added the following cautionary 
note; 

"We are concerned, however, that investigatory use 
of hypnosis on persons who may later be called upon 
to testify in court carries a dangerous potential for 
abuse. Great care must be exercised to insure that 
statements after hypnosis are the product of the sub- 
ject's own recollections, rather than of recall tainted 
by suggestion received while under hypnosis." 

To counter any problem that might arise during the hypnosis examina- 
tion the court proposed in Note 12 at p. 199 that: 

"... at a minimum, complete stenographic records of 
interviews of hypnotized persons who later testify 
should be maintained. Only if the judge, jury, and 
the opponent know who was present, questions that were 
asked, and the witness's responses can the matter be 
dealt v/ith effectively. An audio or video recording 
of the interview would be helpful." 


AS AN INVESTIG 


.VE AID 


A New 

N.Y.S.2d. 643, 6 



k county court case, PeopjlPv. 
(1979) following Kline , W^ler 


precedent stated: 


Hu ghes , 417 
and Adams as 


"Turning to the issues before it, this court-' concurs 
with those courts which have held that testimony, which 
is hypnotically induced recollection, is not" inadmissible 
as a matter of law. Given a proper foundation of general 
acceptance in the scientific community and adequate 
procedural safeguards to insure reliability, this Court 
believes that evidence elicited through hypnosis can 
be valuable to the determination of the guilt or innocence 
of those who have been accused of crimes." 


Additional discussion of the use of hypnosis may be 
found in Harding v. State, 5 Md. App. 230, 246 A. 2d. 302 cert 
denied 395 US 949 (1968); U.S. v. Awkard , 597 F.2d. 667 (9th 
Cir., 1979); U.S. v. Narciso , 446 F.Supp. 252 (E.D. Mich., 1977); 
and Diamond, "Inherent Problems in the Uses of Pretrial Hypnosis 
on a Prospective Witness", 68 Calif. L. Rev., 313 (1980). 

The FBI utilizes hypnosis as an investigative aid. 

Only consenting victims or witnesses are subjected to hypnosis 
and their written permission is obtained prior to examination. 

The technique is used only in selective major cases and no suspect 
or potential suspect is ever subjected to hypnosis. The use 
of the technique is discussed with the local United States Attorney 
and if he agrees that hypnosis should be used, written authorization 
must be obtained from an Assistant Attorney General. Following 
the advice in Adams all Bureau hypnosis examinations are either 
audio or video taped in order to demonstrate that the witness 
was not prompted and that leading questions were avoided. Finally, 
as in all the cases cited the fact that a hypnosis examination 
was administered is disclosed to the court and defense. 


Miniof andum 






To : Mr. Minjfe 


Date 2/ 6/ 81 



From : J. Q. ]\M^Zie 

Subject ; tumSse of military in 
FBI HYPNOg]^1^^RAM ~ 


Attached for the Legal Counsel Division are the following: 
1. One copy of a memorandum and letter to SA| 


1. One copy of a memorandum and letter to SA| | 

I I dated 1/27/81 (with addendum from Legal Counsel 

Division). 

2. One copy of letter from Mary C. Lawton, Deputy Assistant . 

Attorney General, Office of Legal Counsel, to Ms. Deanne/^'^ 
Siemer, General Counsel, Department of Defense, dated/^ y 
3/24/78. ' 

3. One routing slip to Howard D. Teten, FBI Academy, from 
Arthur Norton, General Litigation Section, Criminal Division. 

PURPOSE : The purpose is to resolve posse comitatus issue with regard to 
use of military doctors in FBI’s hypnosis program. 


Exec AD ]nv. 

Exec AD 

Exec AD LES 

Asst. Dir.: 

Adm. Servs.^ 

Crim. Inv. 

Ident. 

Intell. 

Laboratory 

Legol Coun. 

Plan. & Insp. 

Rec. Mgnt. 

Tech. Ser>^ — /-J 
Tra in in 

Public AHf. QMJ 
Telephone Rm. 
Director’s Sec’y 


RE COMMENDATION : That FBI obtain formal opinion from USDJ Office of 
Legal Counsel pertaining to the use of military doctors, working on their 
own time, to induce hypnosis in witnesses or victims of crimes who are not 
actually involved in any questioning. ^ 


APPROVED; 

Adm. Serv. _ 

Coun. 


Crim. inv. 

■"•an. a insD. 

Director 


Rsc. Mqnt. 

Exec, AO-AdiTi. 

Iderst. 

Tech. Ssrvs. / 

Exgc. AD-inv. 

IntsH. 


Exec. AD-1 .es 

taOoratory _ 

OiT. of './ong. j 

S Public Affs. 



Unrecorded Copy Filed 


Memorandum to Mr. Mintz from Mr. McKenae 
Re: THE USE OF MILITARY IN 
FBI HYPNOSIS PROGRAM 


DETAILS: For information of the Legal Counsel Division, the Bureau has 
been usin g military doctors for approximately four years in its hypnosis 
program. 


has been used by the San Antonio 
Office of the FBI in excess of 50 cases, including a number of times in the 
major case cap tioned ’’WOOD MUR". When he has used hypnosis in conjunction 


with FBI cases, 

the hypnotic induction to the witnesses~ or' vicEn^ 


5 - • — ^ j. ^ - - - 

Jhas been on leave stains and has nnlv introduced 


has not been 


involved in the actual qu estioning of wi tnesses or victims. In early 1974, when 


the Bu reau initially used [ 
arose. 


b6 


the question of posse comitatus violation 
obtained a verbal opinion from a Major James Rogers, 

Judge Advocate General’s Office, Randolph Air Force Base, Texas, that his 
participation as described above would not constitute violation of posse comitatus. b7C 
Behavioral S cienceThtuFobSTmed a like verbal opinion from the General Litigation 
Section of the Criminal Division of the U. S. Department of Justice. 

As set forth on th e Legal Counsel Divisi on addendum which is attached to 
the enclosed letter to SA | | the Bureau's policy has been 

called into serious quest ion. In an effort to substantiate the verbal opinions 


obtained by| |and the Behavioral Science Unit, Legal Co unsel Div ision’s 

attention is dra wn to page three (item number four) of the enclosed 
as wbll as the routing slip of Arthur Norton. 


Inasmuch as a great majority of evidence 


obtained in th e WOODMUR case 


]and inasmuch as the 


is elicited from hypnosis sessions conducted by 
potential still exists for the Bureau to utilize military doctors at considerable 
savings, it may be well to obtain a formal opinion in this particular matter 
from Office of Legal Counsel, U. S. Department of Justice. 





January 27, 1981 
PERSONAL 


CM 


Federal Bureau Investigation 
Savannah, Georgia 


Dean 


Tour SBggesticm to estal^ish interagency support agreement 
between tbe Bureau and other military services to obtain the service of 
medical professionals for use in hypnotic interviews has been received. 
Tour Stt|s<BStion was carefully reviewed in several divisions at Head> 
quarters. The Legal Counsel Divisloa advised that after research of the 
inse'law that^tddresses tlSe'Po^^ Comttatus-Act— Title-18 ,~^lfaited-States 
Co(te, Seetioa 1885, it was <totermined that military medie^ personnel 
shcmld ncd be used in Bureau initiated hypnotic interviews. Decisions 
involving U» Act have stated that at the present time they would not 
Invoice the exelusionary rule for vlolatioos of Title 18, U5C, Section 
1S85. However, future eases inv<dving military personnel in civilian 
law enforcement investigations would be sublect to close scrutiny. 

Legal Counsel Division Is of the c^;dnioa that any potential cost savings 
aspects <3i your idea are outweighed \3f the possible loss erf testimony its 
implementation may cause. Therefore, no action is being taken on your 
proposal. 

The interest you expressed submitting your idea is most eer> 
talnly ai^reciated. 

2 - Sarannah Sincerely yours, 

1 - Field personnel file 
1 > Suggestion file 


Oliver B. Revell 
Assistant Director 
Administrative Services Divisloa 




b6 


Federal Bureau of Investigation b7c 
Savannah, Georgia 


NOTE: Suggests to establish interagency support agreement between the 
Bureau and the U. S. Army and other military services to obtain 
services ai medical professionals for use in hypnotic interviews . Int elligence 
Division advised that if the savings in time and money as stated by SA | ~ 
are correct, suggestion appears to have merit. Training Division advised 
that there are currently individuals on active duty in the military who have 
assisted the FBI in hyimosis and research has shown that posse comitatus 
presents no problem in this regard as long as these military mental health 
professionals are present] ohly to hypnotize and not to participate in the 
interview. CID advised suggestion has merit from a cost-savings standpoint, 
however due to the fact that to implement the suggestion military personnel 
would be utilized in criminal-type investigations , the proposal should be 
forwarded to Legal Counsel Division for review a^d opinion. Reasons for 
nonadoption of suggestion are set forth in detailed addendum of Legal Counsel 
Division. Views attached. 


b6 

b7C 





^ iyi o Kj 





/yiAR 2 ^ 197B 


cc 


: FILES , 

RSTRIP/AL 
Lawton 
Civilatti (C 
irs chhom 


b6 

b7C 


This is in. response to ycur re.cuest that the Offica 
of Legal Co'cnsal ccnsider the restrictions which the 
Fossa Coaitetns Act, 15 U,3.C» S 12S5, places on the use 
of ailitsrv -oerso cEiel to assist the Departicsnt of Justice 
in the investigaticm snd prosecution o f frauds committed 
by contractors in the course of prccuresent by the Depart'^ 
raent of Dafensa, ' ~~ 

Ha -cnder stand that the Criminal Division of the 
Dap artsent of Justice has suggastsd that tba existing 
Hatjorandusi of Understanding between the tvo Departments v 
ba revised to peincit Air Firce Office of Special Investl- O 
gations and Ar^ Criminal Investigation Division nilitsry C tO 
personnsl to assist in the handling of such cases after 
they have been referred to this Dapartnent for prosecu- 
tion- These personnel have expertise in procurement 
investigations trCt otherwise available to the Department 
of Justine, and they can ba expected to Sa familiar with 
particular cases from tha pre-referral investigation. 

The Criminal Division intends to use these talents in 
questioning tsltnasses, organizing evidence, and providing 
expert: advice. It does not intend to usa C3I or CID per- 
sonnel to cxaks arrests, serve warrants, or perform 
searches- The immediate issue is the extent to which 
the Fosse Ccmitatus Act restricts the use of military 
personnel in procurement fraud investigations. 


auf 

H) 




s Th3 ?ossh Coniitatus Act, IS U.S.C. 0 1335, provides; 

yboBvar» except in cases and ■under circun- 
stances expressly authorized by the Constitu- 
tion or Act of Congress, willfully uses any 
part of the Amy or the ^dx Force as a posse 
couiitatrus or otherwise to execute the laws 
shall be fined not inore thsTi nr -i-w 

prisoned not ttora than ttvo years or both, 

Ha are aware of no express statutory authority for 
Arzzy or Air Force personnel to cocuerata in the crininal 
investigation of procurement frauds ccmitted by civil- 
ians. The general issue is thus whether the pr^osed 
cooperation would constitute * -execuLtlcni or the l aws.** _!/ 

After exardnlng the legislative history of the Posse 
Conitatus Act and the limited rnrobar of judicial applica- 
tions of it, "^ve have concluded as follows: 

1, The Act prohibits the use of isilitary person- 
nel to perform authoritative acts, sinxn as making arrests, 
searches, sairures, or custodial interrogations, on 
civil ian off sneers vithin th e civilian cor rru nity. 

2. Although the question has not been conclu- 

sively detemined, the weight of authority is' that the 
Act prohibits the use of military parsoansl as informants, 
undercover agents, or noa-custodial interrogators in a 
civilian criminal investigation that does not involve 
potential military defendants or is mt intended to lead 
to any official action by the alSed f or'cssr ■ ~~ 


1/ Wa note that the Posse Comitatus Act does not apply 
to the lisvj and hiarlaa Corps. However, l?avy regulations 
incorporate the Act’s prohibitions. See Sec. l?av. Inst, 
5820.7 Oizy 15, 1974)/ Moreover, the proposed revision 
of Title 18, United States Code would axtend the Act to 
the Havy and liarine Corps, Sea S, 1437, 95th Cong., 1st 
Sess,, § 301 (1977). For practical purposes, this opin- 
ion is thus eq’ually applicable to the tiss of Navy and 
Harine Corns personnel. See also United States v, Hal dan, 
490 F.2d 3/2 ^(4th Cir. 1974). 
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armed mail emplcjed xor the occasicri 'zy tha local marshal 
to overcoma or overawe resistance in the e:-cecration of 
his duties, It is less clear vhat they meant by "other- 

wise to enforce the laws." Proponents of the Act in both 
Houses alluded to tha use of troops to collect tames, 
maintain order during strikes, and influence elections 
by intimidation of voters. Eovever, the only approach 
to a general definition of euacuticn of the laws was made 
by Senator Hill of Georgia. 

Senator Hill contended that the sirase to be avoided 
was the use of persons subject to military lav and dis- 
cipline to emecute the lavs. "Executing the laws,” he 
explained, was tha actual or potential application of 
force by a civil officer under a court order, process, or 
other lawful ccmend of the government. Ee stated that 
the only proper role for tha Army vas to suppress counter- 
force which was too great for the ci’/il power to overcome, 
and ha concluded: 

If there is anything that ccmrends our system of 
government as a government designed for preserva- 
tion it is that the military power shall never 
be called in to execute a civil duty, to enforce- 
a civil process. As I say, they may put doi-?a 
oppositicn to it, but the courts alone and the 
civil officers alone ought to execute the pro- 
cess, 

4 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

I care not by what agency it is brought about, 
the fact will remain that v?henever you need 
the military arm habitually, or . , . whenever 
you conclude that it is right to use the Army 
to execute civil process, to discharge those ' 
duties which halong to civil officers and to 
the citirans, then you have given up the char- 
acter of your Government; it is no longer a 
government founded in tha consent of the people; 


5/ See 7 Cong. Rec. 3531 (Congressman Himmel) , 3673-79 
XCcngressman Southard ), 4240 (Senator 'Rieman) (1878) . 


- 4 - 






it has bacoiae a goveirrEient of feres. The Arry 
is a govsrment of force; it has no civil -func- 
tices in the prepar sence of tha tern. _6/ 

In svn, he believed that the Act should prevent the usa 
of persons subject to military discipline as the povar 
behind cemands vTiicb are directed to the ordinary citi- 
zen. l_f 

This general analysis and the specific cases nen- 
ticned by other proponents of the Act have a cenmon 
element: rsilitary personnel applying force to the ci''/il 
ian cemamity in the normal course of civil government, 
bhen Congress prohibited the lise of the Amy to execute 
the lav’s, it appears to have had in mind actual or 
threatened coercion by parsons siibject to military dis- 
cipline on behalf of civil law enforcement officers. It 
vas not presented vith instances of advice or technical* 
assistance to the civil authorities and did not consider 
this practice. 

Until recently, the posse Conitatms Act received 
little attention in the courts. 9/ I'b-dem federal cases 
applying the Act to rcilitary assistanca to civilian lav; 


6/ 7 Cong. Eec. 4245-47 (1^73). 

7/ Sea also 7 Cong. Ree. 4243-44 (Senator Harrinan) 
XlS73). ■ Senator Edmunds, an opponent of the measure, 
argued that it was necessary to’ place military force at 
the disnosal of civil officers. 7 Cong. Pec. 4242 
(1S7S).‘ 

In the light of the structure of the Army and the 
state of law enforcement in 1S73, there was probably 
nothing to be considered. ' 

_9/ The only cases between 1873 and 1950 involve the ar- 
rest by. the military in occupiad territory of persons 
subsaquently tried for treason in the United States. See 
DVi-cuino V, United States, 192 F.2d 533 (9th Cir. 1952); 
'Pillars V. United States , 182 F.2d 952 (D.C. Cir. 1950); 
chandler v. Unrtac. States , 171 F.2d 921 (Ist Cir. 1949). 
All three courts held that Congress had not intended the 
statute to apply to foreign territories under military 
government, and that the arrests were therefore lawful. 
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enforcssent fall into threa gro’aps : wrrr :a v. Unltad 
States ; 10/ VfSlderi v. United States ; 11 / and tha '!vo::r.dad 
Knee Cases . 12/ 

Xiryna vas a suit against tha United States tmdar the 
Fedaral Tort Clairts Act bj a bystander injured in a heli- 
copter crash. The local Air Force cct-nandar had provided 
the aircraf t and crew to assist ci'^/i.lisn officials search- 
ing for an escaped prisoner. Sre district court held tlxat 
the use cf the helicopter and crev vas assistance to local 
lay enforcement officials in perfoming their duties, that 
the Posse Conitatus Act prohibited all such assistance, 
and that tha parsons involved ware therefore not acting 
with in their authority so as to sake the United States 
liable under the FTCA. Uryiin v. United States, 2C0 F. 
Supp. 457, 463-65 (E.D, lUY. 1961). 

• Ui^tad States v. T-Jalden , 450 F.2d 372 (4th Cir. 1974) 
vas a prosacution of a civilian PX e rn loyee for selling 
fireams to. ineligible purchasers. In the course cf the 
investigation, enlisted iiarines ve-- used as undercover 
agants, posing as ineligible purchasers of fireams. The 
Co'ort of Appeals held that the vise cf the Ifarines violated 
a Ns^/y regulation vhich applies the Posse Cenitatus A-ct 
to the Kavy and Harine Corps. 13 / Id . at. 324-25. The 
court stated in dictim that strong policy considerations 
supported a careful restriction of military involvement 
in civilian lav enforcanent. lA. at 375. It also cited 
sympathetically tha argunaat o± the Act’s congressional 
spe^ors that the Constitution prohibited the use cf the 
military to enforce the lavTS without statutory approval. 


10/ 200 F.Supp. 457 (2.D. H.Y. 1561). 

11/ 4S0 F.2d 372 (4th Cir 1974). ^ 

12/ United States v. Casner, 541 F.2d 1275 (8th Cir. 


S\rpp. 1375 (D. Neb. 19/4), anneal dismissed . 310 F.2d 
SC3 (8th Cir, 1975). 


13 / f L' I f n - 


It 5fc./;;ar 7 
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tlilfir duties, the prosecution bsd to prove that the Arr^ 
a.nd Air Force assistance did not violate the Posse Ccn- 
itatus Act,- 17 / 

The district Judge in United States v. Jaramillo ^ 

3o0 F.Supp. 1375, 1330 (D. Nab, 19/4), consider ad tiiat 
anj influence by Arrg^ personnel on civilian la'U? enforce- 
ment officers vould violate the Act. Since he could not 
find beyond a reasonable doubt that Coi. wamar’s advice 
b-sd not influenced the FBI, he found for the defendants. 
This "influence'’ standard v;as follcved by the judge in 
United States v. Means, 3S3 F.Supp. 363, 374-75 (D. S.D. 
19/4), uho entered a directed verdict for the defendants. 
iTeitber decision exanlnas tbs legislative history of the 
Act. Instead, Jaranillo cites Laird v. Tatun , 408 U.S. 1 
(1972), in support or a public policy against any mili- 
tary iavolvament in civilian lau enforcerrant. See United 
States V. Jar-amillo, supra, 3S0 F.Supp. at 1379. 


le district iudga in United 5 


rates v. Red Fe.ather , 


392 F.Supp. 916 (0, S.D. 19 /b), etanmed the legislative 
history and concluded that Congress had only int-ondad to 
prohibit direct military involvenant in lav eriforcsment . 
Ke held that the ‘'e^scuzion of the forbidden by the 

Act consists of any nember of the Armed Forces talcing "an 




United States 


active role in direct lav enrorcenent. 

V. P.3d Feather , suora , 392 F.Supp. at 924-2'5. Ibis r,could 
inciuae participation in or direction of: 

arrest, seirure of evidence, search of a per- 
son; search of a building, investigation of a 
crime; intarvlevlng vitnesses; pursuit of an 
escaped civilian prisoner; search of an area 
for a suspect; and other like activities. Id . 

Passive involvement, vhich is not "srecution," includas 
presence to observe and report, preparattcn of contin- 
gency plans for iavful military intervention, advice to 



Means , 383 F.Supp. 368, 374-77 (D. S.D. 1974); Unitec 
States V. JaramlllQ , 33G F.Supp, 1375, 1351 (D. iJ-eb, 
19/4) . 
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v/ Caspar . 541 ?.2d 1275 (Sth Cir. 1975). 1^/ \rnile the 

court affirpad the finding of fact in McArthur that the 
Act had not baen violated, it did not discuss the legal 
standards used by the tv,’© district ccrurts. 20 / 

Also of interest is United States v. Banks , 539 F.2d 
14, 16 (9th. Cir. 1976), vhere a civilian arrested on a 
military ba^s by Air Force Police contended that this 
violated the Posse Conitatus Act. Ihe court held that 
the A.ct did not restrict the historic authority of the 
snred forces to maintain order on property vadar their 
control. 21 / ■ 

The state courts of Oklahocia have also considered 
the Act*s application in three drug lav prosecutions. 

In Hubert vV State. 504 F.2d 1245 (Ckl.Cr.App. 1972) and 
Elide or ahdt v. State . 507 ?.2d 1323 (Ckl.Cr.App. 1973), 

CiD investigations o£ Amy personnel led to civilian sv®~ 
plisrs. The local police vere notified, and CID personnel 
made undercover bviys from the civilians . Arrests ■?.'ers 
made by civilian police. The state court held that be- 
cause the information was first derralcrped in a legitimate 
military investigation, and the military personnel exer- 
cised DO ''authority'* over the civilian offenders, the 
Act was not violated, . Hxzbert v. State , supra, 504 ?.2d 
at 1246; Hildsbrandt v. State , suora . 507 P.ld at 1324- 


i/ P.2i 


It. 1324- 


25. 22 / - in Lee v. State . 513 ?.2d 125 (Ckl.Cr.App . 1973), 


19/ The Posse Comitatus Act finding in Bed Feather was 
Ferore the district court in McArthur on a stipulated 
joint motion for reconsideration. United States v, 
Casper . 541 ?.2d 1275, 1273 n, 8 (Sth Cir. 1975), 

20/ Judge Eeaney, dissenting, would have adopted the 
’’'inf luence” standard of United States v. Jaramillo. 
United S^es v. Casper . 541 F.2d 12/5, 1230-81 (Sth Cir. 
19/6)1 The majority thua disapproved cf the holding of 
that case sub silentio . - 

21/ See generellv Cafeteria Workers Union v. McElroy, 

357 U.S. 8S6 (1961); 3 Cp. Atty Gen. 254 (18377: 

22 / Since the court found the Act bad not been violated, 
it did not pass on the defendants' claim that an exclu- 
sionary rule was the proper remedy. 
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cart , dsniad , 41_5 U.S. 932 (1973), tha subject o£ the in- 
vest igar ion vas a soldier living off base, CID agaats 
under tha diraction of tha local police nade buys to 
further a pvuraly local investigation. The court, with- 
out caationirrg the subject’s military status, held that 
tha Act was not violated because tha undarcovar agent 
e^jercised no authority over the subject. 23/ Lee v. 
State , surra , 513 ?.2d at 126. 

Se'/aral general principles emerge from these sources. 
The first is that the Act v;a3 intended to prohibit tha 
enployieent of persons sxibjecfc to military discipline to 
coerce or threaten to coerce civilians in the ordinary 
course of criminal or civil proceedings. The use of the 
term "execute'’ and the nractices ccmplainad of by the 
A.ct’s proponents show that Congress intended to remove 
the threat of actual or potential military force from 
the ordinary occasions of compulsion by the civil author- 
ities. Tnis intent is consistent with the traditional 
Anglo-American subordination, of the military to civil 
authority. 24 / 

The sacond, which is the converse of the first, is 
that the Act does rr)t prohibit military assistance to 
civilian law enforcement that does not Involve tha mili- 
tary in the eserciss of authority over civilians. Con- 
gress did 1^0 Lv COi*w emn military enpart advice or technical 
assistance to civilian authorities, and these do not 
create the danger of military compulsion of civilians 
which it did fear. 


23/ Lea’s military status is mentioned in Mote, supra 
note 2, at 722 n. 1G9. The article is s^evareiy critical 
of the decision. 


It should also be noted that Lee , as written, is 
contrarv to Waldan v. United States , 490 F.2d 324 (4th 
Cir. 19^4). Tha Walden court oirl not cite the eaitj-iar 
decision. 

24/ See Laird v. Tatnm , 408 U.S. 1, 17-24 (1972) 
X^ouglas, J. cis sen ting) ; United States v. Ualdsn , 490 
?,2d 372, 373-75 (4th Cir. 19/4); United States v. 
HcArthur , 419 F.Supp. 137, 193-94 (D. M.D. l9“7&) ; 7 Cong. 
Rec, 3579 (Rep, Kimmel) , 4243 (Sen. Herriman) (1878), 


11 - 


Thirdly, 'vtiile Congress intep.dad to kaep military 
fcrca out of civilian govarTtoant tharn is no* indication 
that it maant to affect the Amy’s internal adninis tra- 


:icn or the p error: 


ice c£ its proper functions, 


Thus, persons subject to military ciscipllns may not 
aid lav enforcement in the civilian corzouaity by partici- 
pating vithcut constitutional or statutory authority in 
an arrest, p-ursuit, search, seizure, service, of process, 
or custodial interrceetioa or by nroviding an actiral or 
potential show of force to prevent disorder, 25/ Simi- 
larly, they nay not interr/ene in a purely civilian crim- 
inal transaction as informers or undercover agents under 
the control of civilian officials uhere their participa- 
tion is not an irharant part of the transection. 25 / *0n 
the other band, military personnel acting in their offi- 
cial capacity may provide civilian Ir-r enforcement- offi- 
cials uith empert advice es long as it remains merely-that 
and does not become control. 27 / They may also collect 


25 / See United States v. McArthur , 413 F.Supp. 1S7, (D. 
H.D, 1976;; Uniten States v. Red Feather , 352‘F.S-up?. 

916 (D. S.D. (19/6); v^rTun v. Unaten States, 200 F.Supo. 
457 (S.D. IJ.Y. 1961); Danko v. State; 5^ ?.2d 819, 824- 
25 (Kan. 1976); 17 Gp.' Att'y GeETTI (ISSl) . 

26/ See United States v. Walden, 490 F.2d 372 (4th Cir. 
iS71). But cr. Lee v. State ,. 3 13 ?.2d 125 (Ckl. Cr. 

App. 1973), Since the crime in V/aldsn took place on 
property under military control, its particular holding 
is called into cuestion by United States v. Banks, 539 
F.2d. 14 (9th Cir. 1976). 

Ha do not believe that Walden vould co^Ter a ^ case 
vhere military personnel v-era approached by a civilian 
to cctnit, for azamnls, esoicnage cr theft of govemmant 
prooerty oacause of* their military ucsition. In such 
cases tne ccntemplated crime coul'd hot talcs place with- 
out the help of a member of the armed forces and.rha 
civilian of render initiated military involvement*.. The 
uumose of the Posse Comitatus Act vould not be served 
bv preventing the persons aoproachec from cooperating 
wltn civu-iian law enforcemehi: officials. 

27 / United States v. Caspar , 541 F .2d 1275 (8th Cir. 
Tv76) ; Unitec Stat es v. Hu-Xrthur , 419 F.Supp. 187 (D. 
N.D. 1976) ; United "S’tates v. Red Feather, 392 F.Supp. 

916 (D. S.D. 19/0), 
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It does rx>t proriibit niilitar}' personnel from providing 
e:rpert advice to civilian la*: enforcement personnel about 
particular 'situations, and it does not prohibit the armed 
services from sharing vith civilian law enforcement offi- 
cials information \tiich they collect in the performanca 
of their iavful functions. Thus, as long as the military 
personnel are not used to exercise authority over civil- 
ians, the Posse Comitatus Act permits them to participate 
vrith Department of Justice personnel in a joint investi- 
gation that serves both federal civilian law enforcement 
and lawful military purposes. 

■Re trust that these principles can be applied to 
permit military personnel to provide various forms of 
assistance to a Department of Justice investigation of a 
criminal fraud ccmitted on the Department of Defense in 
the course of procurement. This Office will be glad to 
review anv concrete •oronosals for coordinated invastiga- 
tions for conmliance vmth these principles. 

Sincerely, 


llary C. Lawton 

Deputy’- Assistant -Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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Assistant Directori 
Training Division 


Date 3/2/81 


From ; Legal Couns 


Subject : 




E>c«e AD Inv. 1_ 

Exec AD Adm. 

Exec AD LES 

Asst. Dif.: 

A<1«. $ervs 

‘ Crim. Inv. 

Ident. 

Intell. 

Loboratory 

Le^ol 

PIqi*. & Inspwt!^^ 

Rec. Mgnt. ^ 

Tech. S|Kvs. — 

Public Alu. O'"- - 

Telephene Rm. — 
Director’s Sec'y- — 


THK| ^E OF MILITARY . 
_MEDIGAL PERSONNEL IN 
^HYPNOSIS INTERVIEWS 




PURPOSE; To respond to a recpiaest from the Training 
Division (TD) that Legal Counsel Division 
(LCD) solicit a formal opinion from the Office of Legal 
Counsel (OLC) , Department of Justice (DOJ). as to whether ... 
off duty military medical personnel may be utilized to 
induce hypnosis in witnesses or victims of crimes. ■ 

C i. 

SYNOPSIS AND DETAILS ; By memorandum from J. D. McKenzie 

to Mr. Mintz , dated 2/6/81 and > 
captioned as above, TD requested that LCD obtain a form^rf^ 
opinion from OLC, DOJ as to whether the FBI may 
utilize the services of off duty military medical pepsonne 
to induce hypnosis in victims or witnesses of crimes/ I 
when these medical personnel do not participate in the \ 
interview. The basis for this request appears to have 
been the rec ent addendum bv LCD t o the suggestion 
submitted by | Savannah Field Of fice . 

copies of which were attached to TD ' s memorandum, 
suggestion envisions utilizing on duty military meclical 
personnel to induce hypnosis in witnesses or victims 
and recommended establishing an intra-agency support 
agreement to reimburse the military for the services of 
these medical personnel. We concluded in our addendum 
that the use of military medical personnel in this manner 
would be violative of the Posse Comitatus Act, Title 18, 
United States Code, Section 1385!|-i3. y 

We have considered the rer^e^es rtTrni^ed ^s ^ 
enclosures to the memorandum from J. D. McKenzie to ^ 

Mr. Mintz, dated 2/6/81. We continue to be of the opinion 

pr eviously f urnished by addendum to the suggestion of ^ 

SA| The routing slip from Arthur Norton, Genera^ 

, Litigation Section, Criminal Division, to Howard D. rarajiffl 
^'Tefenj/FBX Academy, specifically says that "the Poss^^"'**** 
''^'■"•Comitatus" Act should not preclude the use of an arme d 

1 - Mr. McKenzie 

Attn; Mr. R. L. Ault 
ly^ Legal Research Unit 

^^GD;lad (3) ^ 

MAY 8 1981 










Memo to AD - TD 
RE: THE USE OF MILITARY 

MEDICAL PERSONNEL IN 
HYPNOSIS INTERVIEWS 


forces physician working on his free time , to assist 
the FBI in inducing the hypnosis of witnesses." (emphasis 
added) Therefore, Mr. Norton's informal advice does not 
extend to on du ty use of military personnel such as 
suggested by SA I I Likewise, we see no reason to 

change our opinion after reviewing item number four , page 
three of the 3/24/78 Lawton to Siemer letter. That item 
states that the Act does not prohibit the armed forces 
from using military personnel to give expert advice or 
"other indirect assistance" to civilian law enforcement 
authorities. The argument for on-duty participation would 
be premised on the idea that the physician does not 
participate in the interview and that his assistance is 
indirect for that reason. We do not believe the induction 
of a hypnotic state, thereby achieving a condition without 
which law enforcement officers could not obtain the 
information sought, would be regarded by a court as 
"indirect assistance." We believe it constitutes direct, 
active involvement in civilian law enforcement and that 
notwithstanding the fact that it is to be used on victims 
or witnesses, there is a substantial (and therefore 
unacceptable) risk of such evidence being excluded. 

See also discussion at paragraph 1, page 15 of the Lawton 
letter. The projected cost savings from support agreements 
could easily be offset by loss of all the other investment 
of investigative resources in a case wherein the exclusionary 
rule is invoked and the rest of the evidence is insufficient 
to sustain a successful prosecution. Because of the 
traditional suspicion of military involvement in. law 
enforcement matters and the very real possibility that such 
assistance would be held as "direct" even by a court not 
using the "influence" standard or theory of United gtates v. 
Jaramillo , 380 F. Supp. 1375 (D. Neb. 1974) Csee page 8, 
Lawton letter) , LCD continues to counsel against consummating 
support agreements with tbe military forces for such se'??vice. 


The recent memorandum from Mr, JjcKeazie. 5:ets: 
forth the current practice oi the FBI; of u^ing 
physicians such as Dr. Gsrver who' "has been on lea,ye 
status." It then describes an oral opinion from a Major 
Rogers, Judge Advocate General 's: Of f ice , Randolph Air 
Force Base, Texas, that Dr^ Garver's participation 
"as described above" (i.e., on leave status) would not 
constitute violation of the Posse Comitatus Act. ^e are 
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Memo to AD - TD 
RE: THE USE OF MILITARY 

MEDICAL PERSONNEL IN 
HYPNOSIS INTERVIEWS 


suggestion. 


unable to discern why our addendum to the| 

which concerns official military participation under a 
support agreement, has been construed to imply LCD 
criticism of the current practice of off duty private 
participation by such physicians. Nothing in our addendum 
would warrant a conclusion that "the Bureau's policy has 
been called into serious questio n." If L CD had perceived 

the current Bureau practice (the suggestion mentions 

current use of off duty military personnel) as a violation 
of the Act we would have said, so directly. 


Since the individual being hypnotized is doing 
so voluntarily and is a witness or a victim there is not 
even a question of an authoritarian act being done to 
a civilian to execute the laws. Therefore, the only 
relevant consideration is whether the mere fact that the 
physician is employed during duty hours as a military 
physician, constitutes this a use of the military to 
"execute the laws" as proscribed by the Act. We agree with 
the opinion of Major Rogers and Mr. Norton that it does 
not. Review of the case law and the Lawton letter dis- 
cussing this area does not reflect extension of the pro- 
scription to such lengths. Accordingly, we do not believe 
that an opinion from OLC, DOJ is required and we believe 
that the request we obtain such was predicate d on thp* 
erroneous assumption that our addendum to the 
suggestion somehow implied a criticism of the current 
practice. Since we have disclaimed any such intention, 
and do not disagree with the opinions of Major Rogers 
and Mr. Norton on the off duty use of military physicians 
to induce hypnosis. in victims or witnesses, there seems 
to be no reason to solicit a formal OLC opinion at this 
time. 
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RECOMMENDATION : None, for information. 
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FD-^6 (Rpv^ 5-22-78) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
I I Teletype 
I I Facsimile 
Airtel 








FBI 


PRECEDENCE; 
I I Immediate 
I I Priority 
I I Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 

□ UNCLAS 

4/3/81 


M 

7 ^ 


TO: 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTN: BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE UNIT, QUANTICO) 

SAC, BUFFALO (66-2461) (P) 


yPNOSIS MATTERS 






Re telephone conversa tion on 3/3/81 between SA 

Behavioral Science Unit, 


Quantico, Va. 

Enclosed for Quantico and Bureau are one copy each 
of Dr. Goldstein's Curridulum Vitae. 







to make his services available to the 
:ic interviews oer Bureau reauirements and 

rai to conauc 
guidelines . 

nvono' 

will be $60.00 per hour plus 
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pated that all future interviews will be conducted at the 
University of Rochester Medical Center facilities that are 
all ready set up with one-way windows and video equipment at 
no extra expense to the Bure^g^ 

The Buff alo Division, Hypnosis* Cooxcfrna^tair 

At this time it is anticipated that all 




'bVC 


hypnotic sessions gH^l Ld cond ucted und er the team concept 


with both Dr. Gtold^t'^irri^ and SA 
All interviews wlli "^e video taped. 

Bureau (Encs. S') 

(1 - Quantico) 

1 - Buffalo 

WDV;ph 

(4) 


conducting thyeisEKlaffeBSfiaaewan 
EZ APR 2^ J9e 




Transmitted 


(Number) 


(Time) 



Q. 

O 

o 

o 

o 


, V 




BU 66-2461 


For background information, a copy of 



Unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau (UACB) , 

I services will be utilized by the Buffalo 
Division in all future use of hypnosis as an investigative 
aid in the Buffalo Division. 
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May 20, 1001 
PER^AL 


\ 


Fe<ierai Bareaa of Investigation 
Savaonab, Georgia 

b7C 



AldS/S 




Thank you for your su^estion to establish an interagency suj^ort 
agreemmt between the Bureau, the (I. S, Army and othepjxiilitary services 
to c^^tain services of medica l prsfa*taional« f ar use ^ M ^ Botic i^rviews. -. 
After a thorough evaluation of your proposal, it Is uCToetog approveST ^bce 
the case law that addresses the Posse Coiaitatus Act, Title 10, United States 
Code (use), Section 1885, prohibits the use of on-duty military personnel to 
aid in civilian law enforcement. 

The Interest and initiative you expressed by sulnnitting your id^ are 
certainly appreciated. Any others you may have wi/1 certainlx bgjyelciimed. 

❖ 

]/-57 yc 


QjliyprB. Revell 

Assistant Director 

Administrative Services .Divisico 
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2 - Savannah 

1 - Field perscnuiel file 
1 - Suggestion file 

1 - Training pivisio n (For Your Inf ormatlon^ pr 
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MAIL ROOl 




iv'.E; 


h '8 , 


rECEWE® 


x:.eTij;.:r (-^>l xc.rc 


V.-.. 

■ Ditccici'" — -■ 


'ffeuyo.'ife’r;-' 






Federal Bureau of InvestigatiibTc 
Savannah, Georgia 


NOTE: Suggests to establish interagency support agreement between the 
Bureau and the U. S. Army and other military services to obtain 
services of medical professionals for use in hypnotic interviews. Intelli- 
gence Division defers decision to Training Division. Training Division 
concurs with suggestion that the FBI attempt to establish interagency sup- 
port agreements in an effort to reduce the cost which the FBI incurs each 
hypnotic session. CID advised suggestion appears to have* merit, however, 
due to the fact that to implement the suggestion military personnel would 
be utilized in criminal -type investigations, the proposal should be forwarded 
to LCD for review and opinion. LCD recommends against adoption since 
research of the case law that addresses the Posse Comitatus Act, Title 
18, United States Code (USC), Section 1385 has led LCD to the conclusion 
that military medical personnel should not be used in Bureau initiated 
hypnotic interviews. Decisions involving the Act have stated in dicta that 
at the present time they would not invoke the exclusionary rule for 
violations of Title 18, USC, Section 1385, however future cases involving 
military personnel in civilian law enforcement investigations would be 
subject to close scrutiny. LCD believes that any potential cost saving 
aspects of this suggestion are outweighed by the possible loss of testimony 
its implementation may cause. Views attached. 
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fiUISIDE SOURCE 


FBI Academy 
Quantico, Virginia 22135 

May 21, 1981 
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Enclosed for your information are two articles concerning the FBI's 
use of hypnosis as well as a Xerox copy of several articles and case cita« 
tions concerning the admissibility of evidence obtained through hypnosis. 

I believe these items wil^nswer those questions which you may have con- 
cerning the FBI's use of4^giosiSjj_^ , 

The FBI utilizes hypnosis in excess of 50 times a year in order to 
assist us in solving such crimes as bank robberies, kidnappings, extortions 
and some types of white collar crimes. It is not possible to go into any 
specific details concerning these cases inasmuch as many are still being | 
adjudicated in court. \ 


ff I can; be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact 




me. 


m 


Sincerely yours. 






Supervisory Special Agent 
Behavioral Science Unit 

^ ^ , . rs MAY, 28 1981 
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PURPOSE; To summarize Legal Counsel Division's (LCD) 

opinion regarding the admissibility of testimonial 
evidence by a victim or witness who has previously undergone 
hypnosis to have his recollection of the events involved 
enhanced . 


RECOMMENDATIONS ; None, for information. 


rO \ 





DETAILS : 


I. Background 


Division 


On 8/23/82, SA 
(CID) contacted 
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Crimin al Investigative 
] Unit Chief, 


Legal Research Unit (LRU) , concerning the legal issues 
involved in the use of hypnosis to enhance the recollection 
of a potential government witness/victim in the "Army of 
God" kidnapping investigation being c onducte d by the 
Springfield Division. On 8/25/82, SA l l orallv furni shed 

a summary of the information set for th below to SaI I On 
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8/26/82, at the request of SA 


SA [ 


] telephonically 


furnished the same information to Special Agent in Charge 
(SAC) Joseph E. Ondrula, Springfield Division. The results 
of LRU's research are fully set forth below for record 
purposes and for the future information of CID. 
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II . Issues 

Four primary issues appear to be present when a 
witness/vict iml/ who has previously undergone hypnosis to 
enhance his recollection offers oral evidence at a trial; 

1. Will the previous hypnosis render the witness 
incompetent to testify? That is, will the court bar the 
witness from testifying regarding any matters, whether the 
offered testimony relates to events occurring before, during 
or after the witness was hypnotized? 

2. Assuming that the witness is not totally 
barred from testifying as a result of the hypnosis, will the 
court permit the witness to testify as to facts that were 
recalled while the witness was under hypnosis? That is, 
will the court permit the witness to testify as to facts 
that were elicited from him only as the result of the 
hypnosis technique? 

3. What is the proper role of expert testimony at 
a trial where a witness who has previously been hypnotized 
will be testifying? 

4. In the event that a decision is made in an FBI 
investigation to hypnotize an individual who may be called 
as a witness in a subsequent criminal trial, what procedures 
should be followed? 

Ill . Current Case Law in the Ninth Circuit 

The United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit^/ (the Ninth Circuit) appears to be the only Federal 
appellate court which has developed a reasonably complete and 
systematic approach to Issues involving the admissibility 


1/ The term witness in this memorandum should be read to 
include a witness who was also the victim of a crime. 

2/ The Ninth Judicial Circuit includes the states of 
Arizona, California, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, Idaho and 
Montana. 
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of testimonial evidence offered by witnesses who have 
previously undergone hypnosis in an attempt to have their 
recollection enhanced or refreshed. The Ninth Circuit has 
decided four significant cases in this area in the past 
eight years. 

Wyller v. Fairchild Hiller Corporation , 503 F.2d 
506 (9th Cir. 1974) , was a civil negligence action involving 
injuries suffered as the result of a helicopter crash. 
Wyller, a passenger in the helicopter and one of the 
plaintiffs, underwent several hypnosis treatments for the 
purpose of improving his limited recollection of the events 
surrounding the crash. These sessions occured approximately 
four years after the crash, and were conducted after normal 
discovery procedures in the litigation were completed. The 
defendant, the manufacturer of the helicopter, moved to 
limit Wyller 's testimony to that given in his previous 
deposition (i.e. testimonial evidence secured from Wyller 
prior to his hypnosis) . Alternatively, the defendant argued 
that if the court permitted Wyller to testify regarding 
facts recalled after his hypnosis sessions, the hypnotist 
should be required to testify prior to Wyller, in order to 
establish the reliability of the procedures employed. 

The district court denied the defendant's motion 
in its entirety, and permitted Wyller to testify as to his 
recollection of the crash both prior to and subsequent to 
the hypnosis sessions. The Ninth Circuit affirmed the 
district court's ruling, holding that; 

Wyller testified from his present recol- 
lection, refreshed by the treatments. His 
credibility and the weight to be given such 
testimony were for the jury to determine. 

Fairchild was entitled, and did, challenge 
the reliability of both the remembered facts 
and the hypnosis procedure itself by 
extensive and thorough cross-examination of 
Wyller and the hypnotist. Under the 
circumstances, we perceive no abuse of 
discretion by the district court. Wyller v. 
Fairchild Hiller Corporation , 503 F.2d 506, 

509-510 (9th Cir. 1974) 
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In Wyller , the Ninth Circuit established the rule 
that the prior hypnosis of a potential witness would be an 
issue bearing on the weight to be given such testimony, and 
thus properly a consideration for the jury. Such prior 
hypnosis would not of itself render the potential witness 
incompetent to testify regarding his recollection. 

In dicta , 2/ the Ninth Circuit made two additional 
pertinent observations regarding the hypnosis technique. 

The court stated that a "cautionary" instruction to the 
jury, dealing with the fact that a witness's testimony 
consisted in part of facts or information recalled by 
hypnosis, would have been "appropriate" under the 
circumstances. However, because the defendant did not 
properly raise the issue in the district court, the 
appellate court would not deal with the merits of this 
contention. Finally, the court stated that the hypnotist 
should not have been permitted to testify as to his opinion 
regarding the reliability of statements made by Wyller while 
the latter was under hypnosis. Such questions are properly 
considered only by the jury. 

Kline V. Ford Motor Co., Inc. , 523 F.2d 1067 (9th 
Cir. 1975) was also a civil negligence action. One of the 
plaintiffs, Jacqueline Selby (Selby) , was the passenger in a 
Ford Pinto automobile that veered off the highway and 
crashed. The driver of the car died before the trial, never 
having testified. Selby suffered retrograde amnesia and was 
unable to recall anything of the accident or the events 
leading up to it at her pre-trial deposition. Subsequent to 
the deposition and preceding the trial, Selby underwent 
hypnosis under the supervision of a psychologist. The 
district court eventually ruled that Selby could not testify 
as to events recalled after' the hypnosis session. The 
district court sustained the objection of the defendant that 
Selby was not competent to testify as to facts or events 
recalled while under hypnosis. 


3 Dicta refers to statements made by a court that are not 
necessary to its conclusions, and therefore are not 
precedent. 
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The Ninth Circuit held that the ruling of the 
district court was erroneous. The court held that: 

Competence refers to the condition of 
the witness at the time he or she is called 
to testify. Jacqueline [Selby] was fully 
capable of expressing herself and under- 
standing her duty as a witness to tell the 
truth. .. .That her present memory depends upon 
refreshment claimed to have been induced 
under hypnosis goes to the credibility of her 
testimony not to her competence as a witness. 

Kline V. Ford Motor Co., Inc. , 523 F.2d 1067, 

1069 (9th Cir. 1975) 

The court thus reaffirmed the rule it had 
established in the Wyller case: a potential witness may 
undergo hypnosis in order to attempt to enhance his 
recollection. The fact of such hypnosis, when raised by the 
adversary party, goes to the weight to be afforded the 
witness's testimony by the jury. The prior hypnosis does 
not render the witness incompetent, and the witness may 
testify as to facts recalled under hypnosis. 

In United States v. Adams , 581 F.2d 193 {9th Cir. 
1978), cert , denied , 439 U.S. 1006 (1979), the Ninth Circuit 
was confronted with the issue of the admissibility of 
testimony based on recollection refreshed under hypnosis in 
a criminal trial. The defendant argued that no in-court 
testimony from a witness who had previously been hypnotized 
could be reliable, and that the testimonial evidence 
obtained from the witness should be limited to statements 
made prior to the hypnosis. The Ninth Circuit rejected this 
position and held that the rule applied in the Wyller and 
Kline cases should also apply in criminal cases. However, 
the appellate court stressed the dangers inherent in the 
hypnosis technique: 

Great care must be exercised to insure that 
statements after hypnosis are the product of 
the subject's own recollections, rather than 
of recall tainted by suggestions received 
\while under hypnosis. United States v. 

Adams , 581 F.2d 193, 198-199 {9th Cir. 1978), 
cert . denied , 439 U.S. 1006 ^979), 

(footnote omitted). 
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The court stated that at a minimum, a complete 
stenographic record of the interview conducted while the 
witness was under hypnosis should be maintained. Only with 
such a record, the court noted, could the trial court judge, 
the jury and the adversary party know who was present at the 
interview, what questions were asked, and the witness's 
responses. The court further noted that an audio/visual 
record of the interview would also be "helpful". 

The Ninth Circuit most recently dealt with the 
issue of hypnosis in a criminal trial in United States v. 
Awkard , 597 F.2d 667 (9th Cir. 1979), cert , denied , 444 U.S. 
885 (1980) . A prison inmate was stabbed to death and the 
government granted immunity to one of the individuals 
involved in the slaying. This individual implicated several 
others in the murder and, under hypnosis, recalled the names 
of still other individuals involved. At the trial the 
district court judge, at the government's request, permitted 
the doctor who had performed the hypnosis to testify prior 
to the government witness regarding the techniques employed 
in the hypnosis, the reliability of hypnosis in enhancing 
memory and, in particular, whether the government witness 
had had his recollection accurately refreshed. 

The Ninth Circuit again held that the hypnosis 
technique was an acceptable investigatory tool, stating 
that: "The use of hypnotically adduced evidence has gained 

acceptance in many jurisdictions". United States v. 

Awkard , 597 F.2d 667, 669 (9th Cir. 1979), cert , denied , 444 
U.S. 885 (1980) (footnote omitted) . 

The court found the issue of the doctor's expert 
testimony regarding the hypnosis to be more troublesome. 

The court stated that in jurisdictions where the issue of 
the admissibility of hypnotically enhanced recollections was 
still an open issue, a "foundation" for such evidence 
undoubtedly would be required. Such foundation could be 
established through expert testimony regarding the 
techniques and reliability of hypnosis. However, the court 
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noted that the issue was settled in the Ninth Circuit that 
such evidence was admissible. Hence the testimony of the 
doctor performing the hypnosis, elicited by the government 
prior to any challenge to the witness's credibility, was 
improper : 

Unless an adverse party attacks the witness's 
ability to recall by bringing out or 
exploring the fact of hypnosis, the use of 
expert testimony to support the efficacy of 
hypnosis is improper. The party calling a 
witness should not be permitted to inquire in 
any way into the witness's ability to recall, 
or methods of pretrial memory refreshment, 
until such questions have been raised by the 
adversary. United States v. Awkward , 597 
F.2d 667, 670 (9th Cir. 1979), cert, denied, 

444 U.S, 885 (1980) . 

The court held that because the defendant did not 
challenge the credibility of the witness based upon the pre- 
trial hypnosis, the district court judge should not have 
permitted the doctor to testify. The court further held 
that even had the defense challenged the government 
witness's credibility because of the previous hypnosis, thus 
rendering the doctor's testifying permissible, certain 
portions of the doctor's testimony were improper. The 
doctor testified that it was his expert opinion that the 
goverment witness's recollection had been accurately 
refreshed by the hypnosis sessions. The court held that had 
the government witness's credibility been attacked, the 
doctor could properly have testified regarding the technique 
employed in the hypnosis and regarding the usual effects of 
hypnosis on memory. However, the doctor would still not 
have been permitted to testify regarding his opinion of 
whether the government witness's recollection had been 
accurately refreshed. This was due to Rule 608(a) of the 
Federal Rules of Evidence, which limits opinion evidence 
regarding a witness's credibility to the witness's 
"character for truthfulness of untruthfulness''. 
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The law regarding the use of hypnosis to enhance 
the recollection of a potential witness in a criminal trial 
in the Ninth Circuit may be summarized as follows; 

1. The hypnosis will not prevent the potential 
witness from testifying at trial. 

2. The witness may testify as to a matter or 
matters recalled as a result of the hypnosis sessions. 

3. The government may not call an expert witness 
to testify regarding the efficacy of hypnosis unless and 
until the credibility of the witness is attacked as a result 
of the defense eliciting the fact of hypnosis during cross 
examination.i./ 

4. If the defense challenges the witness's 
credibility based on the hypnosis, the government may call 
the individual who performed the hypnosis to testify 
regarding the techniques employed and the normal effects of 
hypnosis on memory. The expert m^ not render his opinion 
as to whether the facts recalled by the government witness 
while under hypnosis were accurate. 

5. During the actual hypnosis session, careful 
procedural safeguards should be employed to minimize the 
defense's subsequent challenges to the witness's testimony 
(e.g. audio/video recording of the hypnosis session, 
qualified medical doctor performing the hypnosis, no 
suggestive or leading questions) . 

IV. Federal Decisions Outside the Ninth Circuit 


There does not appear to be an extensive body of 
Federal case law outside the Ninth Circuit dealing with the 
testimony of potential witnesses who have previously 
undergone hynopsis. In United States v. Miller , 411 F.2d 
825 (2d Cir. 1969) , the court ordered a new trial because 


i./ Note that the prosecution must inform the defense of the 
fact that a witness being called has previously undergone 
hypnosis. The defense then decides whether or not to elicit 
such fact during cross-examination of the witness. 
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the prosecution had failed to disclose that one of the major 
government witnesses had undergone hypnosis before 
testifying at the trial. However, the court did not hold 
that the mere fact of hypnotizing the witness was reversible 
error, nor did the court hold that the witness would be 
unable to testify at the new trial. In United States v. 
Narciso , 446 F.Supp. 252 (E.D. Mich. 1977) , the court found 
the prior hypnosis of a government witness to be a matter 
for consideration of the jury. In Narciso the court was 
able to view a videotape of the hypnotic session and thus 
could reach its own, independent conclusion. 

Recently, a United States District Court in the 
Seventh Circuit, the same circuit as the Springfield 
Division, issued an unreported ruling relating to the 
admissibility of a witness's testimony after he had been 
hypnotized. In United States v. Franklin , No. FCR 82-16, 
(N.D. Ind. August 18, 1982), the government sought to offer 
the testimony of three witnesses who had been placed under 
hypnosis in an effort to refresh their recollection of the 
subject matter of their testimony. The first witness had 
been hypnotized by a local law enforcement officer (not a 
medical doctor or psychiatrist) without prior approval from 
the Department of Justice (DOJ) or the FBI and not in 
accordance with DOJ/FBI guidelines. (The case was a joint 
local/FBI investigation.) See Manual of Investigative 
Operations and Guidelines, Part II, Section 10-12, Page 
1068. The Judge barred all testimony of the first witness, 
including the witness's recollection as it existed prior to 
the hypnosis session . According to the Assistant United 
States Attorney (AUSA) who prosecuted the case, the Judge 
emphasized the fact that the DOJ/FBI guidelines had not been 
followed, proper approval had not been sought or received, 
and the actual hypnotic procedure was not conducted by a 
medical doctor or psychiatrist. Also, only an audio 
recording of the hypnotic session was made and it was of 
very poor quality. 

The second witness was hypnotized by a 
psychiatrist and the DOJ/FBI guidelines were followed. The 
Judge excluded any post-hynopsis recollections, but allowed 
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the witness to testify as to any statements the witness had 
made prior to the hypnotic session. The third witness was 
also hypnotized with appropriate prior approval under 
DOJ/FBI guidelines by a medical doctor. This witness's 
prior statements, as well as the actual hypnosis, were 
videotaped with sound. The Judge permitted testimony 
relating to statements made prior to the hypnosis, but not 
relating to post-hypnotic statements because the government 
had not provided the court with a written transcript of the 
videotape. The AUSA did not appeal any of these rulings. 

V. State Court Decisions 

As discussed above, the use of hypnosis on 
potential witnesses in criminal trials is a relatively new 
and unsettled area of federal criminal law. Because of this 
fact, several recent state court decisions will be analyzed 
in this section. Although not binding on federal courts, 
the state court decisions may be looked to for guidance by 
federal district courts located outside the Ninth Circuit. 

In People v. Shirley , 181 Cal. Rptr, 243 (1982) 
the Supreme Court of California exhaustively analyzed the 
current case law on the use of hypnosis to refresh the 
memory of individuals subsequently called as witnesses in 
criminal trials. Shirley was raped by the defendant. She 
underwent hypnosis approximately three months after the 
incident. At the trial she testified to facts that she was 
unable to recall prior to the hypnosis sessions. Addition- 
ally, as a result of the sessions, she testified that she 
recalled certain events in a different sequence from that 
which she originally related to the authorities. 

The court held that it would apply the Frye test 
to determine whether Shirley should have been permitted to 
testify at the trial. The Frye standard was established in 
Frye v. United States , 293 F. 1013 (D.C. Cir. 1933), a case 
dealing with a forerunner of today's polygraph tests. In 
Frye the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
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established a rule that required, as a pre-condition for the 
admission of evidence based upon a new scientific method of 
proof, that the scientific technique in question have been 
generally accepted as reliable in the scientific community 
in which it was developed. Essentially, the California 
Supreme Court's adoption of the Frye standard meant that it 
would look to the scientific communities of psychology and 
psychiatry to determine whether a reasonable consensus 
existed in those disciplines that hypnosis was an effective 
and reliable device for enhancing and aiding recollections 
of potential witnesses. The court, assaying the recent 
literature and professional thinking in these scientific 
communities, found that: 

It [the professional literature in the field 
of hypnosis] also demonstrated beyond any 
doubt that at the present time the use of 
hypnosis to restore the memory of a potential 
witness is not generally accepted as reliable 
by the relevant scientific community. People 
V. Shirley , 181 Cal. Rptr. 243, 272 (1982) 

The court found three major problems inherent in 
the use of hypnosis as a memory enhancing tool. First, 
hypnosis frequently could cause a potential witness to lose 
his "critical judgment". That is, the potential witness 
might begin to credit unreliable memories. Second, the 
potential witness could confuse his actual recall with false 
memories that were created or constructed during the 
hypnosis session. Third, the potential witness could 
exhibit unwarranted and unfounded confidence in events or 
facts allegedly recalled as a result of the hypnosis. The 
court found that there was a very significant danger that 
the witness would produce a memory at trial that was a 
mixture of actual recalled facts, actual facts culled from 
unrelated prior occurences, fantasized concepts and, perhaps 
ocassionally , deliberate lies. The court further found that 
these inherent flaws and limitations in the technique of 
hypnosis could not be ameliorated or compensated for by any 
"safeguards" such as those established by the United States 
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Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and some state 
courts. Thus, use of trained hypnotists, audio/visual 
recordings, etc. would not permit the introduction of 
hypnotically enhanced testimonial evidence. The court then 
stated the crux of its opinion: 

We therefore hold, in accord with the 
decisions discussed above... that the 
testimony of a witness who has undergone 
hypnosis for the purpose of restoring his 
memory of the events in issue is inadmissible 
as to all matters relating to those events, 
from the time of the hypnotic session 
forward. People v. Shirley , 181 Cal. Rptr. 

243, 272 (1982). 

The court then discussed two limitations on the 
newly established rule. First, the court held that a 
previously hypnotized individual is not imcompetent to 
testify. That is, the prosecution may be permitted to call 
a previously hypnotized individual as a witness to question 
him on a topic wholly unrelated to the eyents that were the 
subject of the hypnotic sessions. Secondly, the court noted 
that it was not establishing a rule to bar the use of 
hypnotically enhanced recollections as an investigatory tool 
by law enforcement officers. The court stated that law 
enforcement officers could continue to use hypnosis, but 
would have to be aware that any individual hypnotized could 
not later be called as a witness regarding the events 
covered in the hypnotic sessions. 

In State v. Hurd , 86 N.J. 525 (1981) , the Supreme 
Court of New Jersey, applying its own version of the Frye 
rule, came to a result opposite to that of the California 
Supreme Court. The New Jersey Court held that hypnosis 
could be considered "reasonably reliable" if it were able to 
yield recollections as accurate as those of ordinary 
witnesses. The court thus took the position that 
hypnotically enhanced recollections, under the proper 
procedural safeguards, could produce recollection that was 
no more or less unreliable than that of an ordinary witness. 
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However, the "safeguards" established by the court appear 
burdensome enough to give prosecutors pause prior to 
employing the hypnosis technique. The court held that the 
following were prerequisites for admissibility of 
hypnotically enhanced testimonial evidence: 

1. The hypnotist must be a doctor 
experienced in the field. 

2. The hypnotism session must be conducted 
by the doctor - not the prosecution. 

3. Any information provided the doctor by 
the prosecution must be written down and 
provided to the defense. 

4. Before the hypnotism session begins, the 
hypnotist must have the witness relate 
all of the relevant facts as the witness 
then recalls them. 

5. All contacts between the hypnotist and 
potential witness must be recorded. 

6. Only the doctor performing the hypnosis 
and the potential witness are to be 
present during the session. 

7. A recording of the session must be made 
and provided to the defense. 

8. The prosecution must establish the 
admissibility of the hypnotically 
enhanced testimony by "clear and 
convincing evidence." 

The court stated that the trial court could 
examine the extent to which the prosecution met the above 
criteria at a pre-trial hearing, where expert testimony 
would be available to deal with the specific type of memory 
loss involved and with the hypnosis technique employed by 
the doctor who performed the hypnosis. 
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In People v. Smrekar , 68 111. App. 3rd 379 (111. 
Ct. App. 1979) , the Illinois Court of Appeals found that the 
trial court had not committed reversible error in permitting 
a previously hypnotized witness to testify, despite the fact 
that no written or audio record of the sessions was 
maintained. The court noted that the doctor, although a 
general practioner, had used hypnosis as a medical tool for 
ten to fifteen years. Further, the doctor had testified 
that he made no suggestions to the witness that might have 
tainted her recollection. The court also held that there 
was sufficient corroboration of the witness's hypnotically 
enhanced testimony in the form of circumstantial and direct 
evidence. The court noted, however, that procedural 
safeguards ought to be employed where the prosecution 
decides to hypnotize a potential witness. 

In State v. Mack , 292 N.W. 2d 764 (Minn. 1980) , 
the Minnesota Supreme Court ruled that testimony of 
witnesses concerning subject matter previously adduced at a 
pre-trial hypnotic interview could not be admitted in a 
criminal trial. The court, by alluding to subject matter 
"adduced" at a pre-trial hypnotic session, thus apparently 
limited its holding to barring matters that the witness 
"remembered" as a result of the hypnosis. In reaching its 
conclusion the court employed the Frye standard and found 
that hypnosis was not generally accepted as a reliable means 
of enhancing memory. 

The Michigan Court of Appeals, in People v. Tait , 
297 N.W. 2d 853 (Mich. Ct. App. 1980) , reached a more 
restrictive conclusion. There the prosecutor, an amateur 
hypnotist, hypnotized a county sheriff who subsequently 
testified at a criminal trial regarding the alleged assault 
on him by the defendant. The prosecutor did not inform the 
defense counsel of the fact of the hypnotic session, and the 
defense discovered the fact only during cross-examination of 
the sheriff. Additionally, the trial judge did not permit 
the jury to be informed of the fact of the of hypnotic 
sessions. The Michigan Court of Appeals reversed, holding 
that the judge should have permitted the fact of prior 
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hypnotism of the sheriff to be brought to the jury's 
attention, and that the failure to inform the defense of the 
hypnotism constituted prosecutorial misconduct. The court 
further held that the sheriff would be barred completely 
from testifying at the new trial. The court held that any 
testimony that might be offered by the sheriff had been 
irreversibly "tainted" by the actions of the prosecutor. 
While it may be argued that this decision on the part of the 
court was motivated primarily by the gross misconduct of the 
prosecutor in failing to inform the defense of the fact of 
the hypnotic sessions, the case may also be read to imply 
that once a prospective witness has been hypnotized, he will 
be barred completely from testifying at a subsequent 
criminal trial. 

State V. Mena , 128 Arizona 226 (1981) , the 
Arizona Supreme Court held that where witnesses have been 
questioned under hypnosis regarding the subject of their 
offered in-court testimony, such testimony would be 
inadmissible when it related to events occuring from the 
time of the hypnotic session on. The court left open the 
question of whether the prosecution could "preserve" a 
prospective witness's pre-hypnotic recollection through the 
use of a deposition. The Mena decision also appears to 
leave open the possibility that the prospective witness 
could testify at a subsequent criminal trial as to events 
totally unrelated to those discussed while he was under 
hypnosis. 


In Commonwealth v. Nazarovitch , 436 A. 2d 170 (Pa. 
1981) , the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania held that 
hypnotically refreshed testimony would not be permitted in 
criminal cases in Pennsylvania until the court was presented 
with more conclusive proof than had yet been offered 
regarding the reliability of "hypnotically-retrieved" 
memory. In Nazarovitch the witness had no recollection 
whatsoever of the events in controversy until the hypnotic 
sessions, and thus the court did not have to deal with the 
issue of whether the witness could testify regarding matters 
not covered in the hypnotic interview. 
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As can readily be perceived from the preceding 
cases, there is no common viewpoint among state courts 
regarding the admissibility of hypnotically adduced or 
enhanced testimonial evidence. The positions of the state 
courts vary widely, from admitting such evidence to holding 
that hypnosis renders a witness totally incompetent to offer 
any testimony at a subsequent criminal trial. One 
generalization does, however, appear warranted: the trend 
in states where the highest court has addressed the issue is 
to bar hypnotically adduced testimonial evidence, and in 
states where such evidence is admissible, the courts outline 
strict procedural guidelines that must be met prior to the 
introduction of such evidence. In jurisdictions which 
follow the latter rule, the fact of prior hypnosis is a 
consideration for the jury when it evaluates the weight to 
be given such testimony. 


VI. LCD'S Observations 

As can be seen from the Federal and state 
decisions reviewed herein, the law with respect to the 
admissibility of testimonial evidence offered by a witness 
who has previously undergone hypnosis is unsettled. With 
the possible exception of district courts located within the 
Ninth Circuit, it is impossible to predict how a district 
court judge will deal with the question. Accordingly, LCD 
believes that consideration should be given to hypnotizing a 
potential witness only when all other avenues of investi- 
gation have been exhausted. Additionally, consideration 
should be given to whether a strong case will still exist 
without the in-court testimony of the potential witness 
being hypnotized. That is, would it be possible to "lose" 
that witness, by hypnotizing him or her for investigatory 
purposes, and still have a prosecutable case remaining? 
Finally, should a decision be made to hypnotize a potential 
witness, procedural safeguards should be followed including 
consultation with the United States Attorney's Office, in 
order to maximize the possibility that the witness may be 
permitted to testify at a subsequent trial. 
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to enhance 


recollection of the license number. On 


6/12/91, the above matters were discussed with ASAC, Kansas 
City Divisio n, and he agreed to the setting up of a hypnot ic 
interview for i I who 

had received prior Bureau approval to assist the Bureau in 
hypnosis work, was con tacted and he indicated he could co nduct 
the hypnotic interview 


] Dallas 


Division, was telephonically contacted and requested to 
assistant the Kansas City Division in conducting the hypnotic 
interview on 8/3/91, at Dallas, Texas. 

UACB, Kansas Cit y will conduct a hypnotic in terview 
in Dallas, Texas, utilizing! ' 
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not as detailed as it could have possibly been. 
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